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Remedial measures for Magurchhara gas well

Govt has to bear over 70pc

of additional expenses

By Sharier Khan

The governunent may have to
bear the major portion of the
cost of remedial measures for
the Magurchhara gas well dis-
aster. caused due to alleged ‘neg-
ligence' of Occidental, as the
government has not taken any
official decision on the probe
committee report.

Official sources said that Oc-
cidental recently placed a re-

vised b t for its operation in -

Magurchhara gas well
(Moulvibazar-1 exploratory
well) for approval of the

revised budget
proposes which
is more than four times the

an
o eight million US dol-
Jar udget.

Once this budget is :

gov
ernment and the Occidental,
Bangladesh will have to bear
more than 70 per cent of the
additional expenses for reme-

dial measures for the blowout.
However, this additional cost
will be recovered later from gas

prodyction and sales by Occi-
dental in that block, the sources
said

Earlier, Gccaii.l.;ntal ha;:l r;l-l
peatedly promi to pay for
the dagazl:s caused by the ex-
plosion.

As a probe committee report
on the explosion appears to be
'successfully gagged’, specula-

tions are uddesgread among of-
ficials of the Energy Ministry

and Petrobangla that Occiden-

tal's 'negli ' was responsi-
ble for the Magurchhara
blowout.

As per the Production Shar-
ing Contract, if a blowout oc-
curs in the normal course of op-
eration, both the es would
have to share, among other

. the cost of the disaster.
owever, "if the tor is
found to be responsible for a

blunder, it will have to bear all
costs required for remedial
measures,” the PSC says.

The government had formed
a five-member probe committee
following the June 14
Magurchhara gas field blowout.
But the probe committee report
did not reach anyone concerned

with hydrocarbon loration
excepting the En inister,
the secretary of the Ministry

and five other officials of the
Ministry and the Petrobangla
who are members of the com-
mittee. Neither did the Ministry
announce any decision nor it
gave any guideline on the
Hagurch ara issue, the sources
said.

Now, in the absence of this
report and any decision,

Petrobangla, which approves
the rwlaeﬁlhudgct for an oil and
company, cannot reject the
dget of Occidental. Instead,
Petrobangla will have to ap-

Bgcuvc it as per the terms of the
, the sources said.
Following the June 14
Magurchhara disaster, Occiden-
tal had chalked out rehabilita-
tion programmes for the local
E:gpc and the forestry and it

agreed to pay cuﬁcnzaﬂan
to the tea gardens affected by

the explosion.

After the report was submit-
ted some three months tﬁo the
Energy Minister repeatedly told
the press that whoever was re-
sponsible for the disaster,
would not be spared. If Occiden-
tal was responsible, it would
have to cnmp;en;::‘: ngr the

Occidental, which two
PSCs fnrtlgll:csks 12, 1 andh::
covering urma valley,
already spent over 30 million
dollars for remedial measures
in Moulvibazar-1 well in
Magurchhara which is under

See Page 12 Col 1

‘India proposes jt
meet to finalise
direct bus

service accord

By Staff Correspondent

The :dmmﬂlngllduh nt has
request govern-
ment for a joint for fi-
nalising the proposed agree-
ment on direct bus service be-
tween the two countries, accord-

to official sources.

An official letter sent by the

Indian government last week

also that the meetln.%
be held in the capital o

either country.

Indian High Commissioner
in Dhaka Dev Mukherjee is
learnt to have met Communi-
cations Minister Anwar Hos-
sain Manju on November 10 to
communicate the request, the
SOuUrces :

Sources in the communica-
tion ministry tgld The Daily
Star yesterd t have
.nui;' —H from
the Prime ster's office in
this regard.

See Page 12 Col 1

2 more dredgers
for Aricha ferry

channel

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Inland Wa-
ter Transport Authority
(BIWTA) is deploying two more
floating dredgers in addition to
six already in o tion to keep
Aricha-Daulatdia and Aricha-
Natakhola ferry channels nav-
igable.

Talking to The Daily Star,
BIWTA Chairman Abdul Man-
nan Howlader said, "We have
hired two powerful dredgers
from Bangladesh Water Devel-
opment Board (BWDB). One of

ose is about to start operation
and the other is expected to ar-
rive at Aricha by the end of this
week.

The existing dredgers of Bl-
WTA statio at Aricha had
started operation on August 30,
around two months ahead of
the normal schedule every year
during the dry season. About Tk
four crore is likely to be spent
for the dredging operation in
the area during this season.

Howlader said, "We have de-

there six out of the eight
IWTA dredgers as a gnnrity
See Page 12 Col
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UN, US arms inspectors leave Baghdad

US orders second aircraft
ulf
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| U.S. presence in the Persian Gulf

l

| and

| prevail”, he said.

. States su

WASHINGTON, Nov 14:
Amid rising tensions with Iraq,
President Clinton ordered the

| aircraft carrier USS George

Washington to the Gulf today in
a major buildup of military
force. It will join the carrier
USS Nimitz, reports AP.

I thought it was appropriate
undckl:l the clrsu&mtnnm.' the
president said during a photo
opportunity in the ﬂl:rgl Ogioe

He said he believed the
United Nations made the cor-
rect decision in withdrawing
international weapons inspec-
tors after Saddam Hussein ex-
pelled six American members
of the team. "The real issue is

how to stop Saddam Hussein

from reconstituting weapons of
mass :

Saddam has used chemical
weapons inst his enemies
nst his own people, the
president said. "This is not a re-
play of the Gulf War. This is
about the security of the 21st
century and we have to steel
ourselves so that the will of the
international community

Clinton said the United
pports the UN decision
tosend a U-2 s Ehlant over
Iraq this weekend. "Because if
we're not on the ground, it's im-
portant to be in the air.” the
president said.

Asked whether the with-
drawal of the UN inspectors
meant Saddam got his way,
Clinton said it would be a mis-
take to say that. "If his objec-

See Page 12 Col 4

will |

NOVEMBER 15, 1997

aily Star

DHAKA SATURAY, RAJAB 14 1418 HI

e
o ﬁ#ﬁ_._._g. ’ 7

pumped out.

.?

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTAN! MARBLE P77 "Gl
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. i 1

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
190, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA

TEL : 805657, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

The authorities have begun implementing the Dhanmondi Lake Development Project. The polluted water is now being
Star photo by Amran Hossain

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

e

Remain alert
against any
bid to foil
UP polls: PM

TUNGIPARA, Gupalgan].
Nov 14: Prime Minister S
Hasina today requested the
Election Commission to take
sirict measures nst any in-
discipline in the union vil-
council elections for ensur-

gﬁgfm and fair polls, reports

"You (EC) will have to take
all steps so the elections can be
held in free and fair atmosphere
and ple can exercise their
voting rights without any
hindrance,” she said
the inaugural function of the
Tungipara Health Complex this
mnrnln%h

The Prime Minister said the
%Iﬂl“ltl’. which is trying to ﬁ:;ﬂ
the ongoing peace process in
Chittagong Hill Tracts, might

- Qe fege A3 Cob K- -
Hasina thanks
Khaleda

TUNGIPARA, analﬁan ;
Nov 14: Prime Minister S
Hasina today thanked Leader of
the tion Begum Khaleda
Zia while unveiling the gl&qut
of the local thana health com-
plex, reports UNB.

"l thank the Leader of the

position for laying the foun-
dation of the health complex
and visiting the ncﬂwm area
during her tenure,” she said at
the inaugural function of the
newly-built Tungipara health
complex.

Former me minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia in 1994 laid
the foundation stone of the
health complex at Tungipara,
the ancestral home of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

| JS standing bodies |
to be formed
tomorrow

By Reaz Ahmad

Thirty-five parliamentary
standing committees on various
ministries will be constituted
tomorrow. keeping vacant
to accommodate 113 MPs
belonging to the opposition
BNP, sources in the ruling
Awami League said.

BNP continued to abstain
from participating in the pro-
oeu:llnﬂu of the Jatl{la Sangsad
since August 30, the opening
day of the last session of the
parliament. a

The seventh session of the

Jati Sanﬁlsad which on
Hm:?nbcr is schedul o be
sits at 4 tomorrow. Awami
League Parliament Party

is also sched to meet

tomorrow prior to the JS sit-

g

he sources said hectic
backstaﬁ: eys over the last
two weeks lailed to forge an am-
icable settlement between
Awami League and BNP over
formation of the standing bod-
jes.

Secretary General of BNP
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, when
contacted. told The Daily Star
last night that though the rul-
ing party sought names of BNP
lawmakers for the committees,
his was not to give
the mts till a solution of gtlh«:
existing crisis.

He said. after receiving the
Home Ministry report on BNP's
list of 'political cases,’ "we told
them (AL) that cases against all

| our MPs and those against all

our leaders and workers in the
city since August 31 have to be
withdrawn." He said he com-
municated his party's position
to the rulin%I party's key nego-
tiator, Mohammad Nasim,
| a messenger yesterday.
Expressing his dissatisfac-
tion over the report, Mannan
Bh claimed, "All those are
political cases and should
withdrawn.” He also said the
ban on street rally in Dhaka
should be withdrawn and a
fresh decision taken after tak-
ing views of all political par-

ties.
| Sep Page 13 Cal 3

BGMEA to take
up project to

diversify exports
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation (BGMEA) is (Fuing to take
up .a project to diversify gar-
ments, exports with orld
Bank (WB) assistance.

Detailed discussions on the
"Export Diversification Project”
were held between the leaders of
BGMEA and a WB delegation
Thursday, said a BGMEA press
release.

BGMEA President Mostafa
Golam Quddus chaired the
meeting while WB representa-
tives Laurie Slee, Jolanta Hess,

See Page 12 Col 4

§_even years of DUCSU

No accounts for Tk 34
lakh expenditure

By MM Aminul Islam

Office bearers of the Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU) could not sub-
mit accounts for Tk 34.06.804
they drew from the university
funds during the last seven
years.

According to official sources

' in the university, the DUCSU

office bearers had drawn Tk
49 57 B45 till 1996-97 and an
additional amount of Tk
6.40.000 for the university's
platinum jubilee celebrations,
making the total amount Tk
55,97 845.

But DUCSU office bearers
submitted accounts for Tk
21.91.041 under different heads
and failed to submit accounts
for Tk 34,06,804, the DU offi-
cials said.

However, DUCSU office
bearers in their accounts sub-
mitted to the university au-
thorities showed that they had

drawn Tk 43,94.500 from the
university.

The term of the present
DUCSU, elected on June 6,1990
for one year, expired in June,
1991. Since then, there has been
no DUCSU election.

But the university authori-
ties allocated funds for DUCSU
every year and sometimes addi-
tional amounts were allocated.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
had won all the seats in the
DUCSU election held in 1990.
Amanullah Aman was elected
Vice President and Khairul
Kabir Khokon General Secre-
tary. DUCSU VP Amanullah
Aman was electeds member of
the Jatiya Sangsad thrice.

A total of 1,22 000 was
drawn in the name of the VP till
1996-97 but accounts were
submitted for only Tk 20.000.

A total amount of Tk

See Page 12 Col 1]
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LC finalises report
Registration of

service marks
proposed

By Staff Correspondent

The Law Commission (LC)
has finalised its report on
amending the Trade Marks Act,
widening the scope for registra-

lﬁ\t s.cnrlg_-c m;z;rlulél%1 offi-
cials said.

“The provisions of the Mer-
chandise Marks Act 1889 and
the Trade Marks Act of 1940 are
set to be replaced by the pro-

new Act,” said an official
adding that the draft act along
with the report of the LC is ex-
pected to be submitted to the
government shortly.

"The new Act will be an em-
bodiment of the salient features
of those two Acts into a single
Act along with some new provi-

sions to meet the exigencies of
modern times,” he said.
"Registration of service
marks and collective marks
have been proposed in the new
Act,” the official said, adding

See Page 12 Col 4

Albright to stress strengthening

of democratic insti

By M Anwarul Haq

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, during her
forthcoming visit to Dhaka,
will stress making the Jatiya
Sangsad effective and strength-
ening democratic institutions
in the country while addressing
a gathering of MPs, academics
and intellectuals, according to
diplomatic sources.

Invitations are being sent
out to all the 330 MPs by the US

to attend the lecture at
the Sonargaon Hotel ball room
in the morning of November 20.
Besides. a list of 400 intellectu-
als, academics, NGO leaders,
businessmen, lawyers and
ournalists is being drawn up
or inviting them to the occa-
sion, sources close to the em-
bassy said.

According to a message re-
ceivgd in the city last night, a
senior spokesman of the State
Department in Washington,
while explaining the purpose of
the US Secretary of State's mis-
sion to Dhaka, said yesterday

“She (Albright) will deliver a
major address on democratic
values and the democratic pro-
cess.” -

The spokesman also said
Madeleine Albright will confer

with officials regarding efforts

to develop B esh's energy
resources.
Prior to her arrival in

sh, the US Secretary of
State will be visiting Pakistan
and India.

The State Department said
her visit to the subcontinent
"signals the re-engagement of
the United States with the coun-
tries of the region.”

The last visit by a US Secre-
tary of State to India and Pak-
istan was by George Shultz in
1983 while that to Bangladesh
was by Kissi in 1974.

She will arrive in Dhaka
from Delhi on November 19 for
a 17-hour trip.

Albright will reach Dhaka
by a special aircraft at 9 pm and

See Page 12 Col 4
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Canal in city being filled up to set up truck terminal

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) is filling up a natural
canal, linking two rivers, next
to the under-construction mar-
tyred intellectuals’ memorial at

' Rayer Bazar to set up a truck

terminal over an area of five
acres.

This has evoked criticism
from people of different walks
of life and has also threatened
livelihood of hundreds of farm-
ers. boatmen and traders de

dent on the canal

The Tk three crore earthfill
ing work has started with more

' than 100 truckloads of earth al-

dumped at the site.
e canal locally known as

réa

Haikkar Khal serves as a link
between the river Turag on one
side and the Buriganga on the
other [t also provides waler to
hundreds of acres of crop land.
Besides hundreds of traders
from nearby villages use the
canal to bring their merchan-
dise to the city markets by boat
through Mohammadpur and
Rayer Bazar Boats from far
flung areas also use the route to
carry different commodities to
the cit
TalL‘ng to this correspon-
dent, a number of e eers, ar-
chitects and intellectuals ex
pressed their surprise as to how
the DCC could take a decision to

By Morshed Ali Khan

construct a truck terminal be-
side the memorial.

"A truck terminal is bound
to destroy the environment in
that area which is meant to be
visited by children, men and
women to pay their respect to
the intellectuals martyred dur-
ing our War of Liberation, it's
an unfortunate decision,” said
Jami-al-Shafi, an architect and
one of the designers of the Tk 12
crore memorial project to be
completed in two years. The
very existence of the terminal
there would keep the visitors
away from the site, he thought.

An engineer of the DCC said

the decision was taken under
pressure from 'some local polit-
ical leaders’ who wanted the
resent truck terminal at Mo-
iyammadpur bus stand to be
shifted 'immediately’,

The DCC engineer condemns
the decision and said "under the
existing law, none has the right
to fill up a natural canal, more-
over, | consider it an insult to
our martyred intellectuals.”

Farid Uddin Ahmed, another
architect and designer of the
memorial expressed his
surprise at the decision and
said, “The original plan of the
memorial envisages keeping

the skyline of the area intact
and creating a green belt around
it." He suggested immmediate im-
position of restriction on build-
ing heights and other haphaz-
ard constructions in that area
for maintaining a healthy en-
vironment.

About DCC project, an offi-
cial said they were constructing

the truck terminal in phases.
"We have funds constraint, so
right now we are filling up two-
acre stretch of the canal, then
gradually we will fill up the
whole five-acre stretch and
then do the brick works.,” he
said.

Asked why they have chosen
such a site for a truck terminal,
DCC's Acting Chiel Engineer
Shafiul Islam said. "We are de-
veloping the site and there is no
such canal on the spot.”

Asked whether he had vis-
ited the site he replied in the
negative but said he had as-
signed someone else to do so
and there was no report of a
canal. "Okay, | will go and see
for myself il there is a canal.”
he ;

He continued, "don't worry,
we are developing the site and
eventually we will turn it into a
low cost housing project for the

poor

AL has no right
to stay 1n power,
says Khaleda

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Nov 14: BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia has called upon the people
to unite to safeguard the inde-
pendence, sovereignty and in-
tegml:i of the country as, she
said,the government has proved
to be a complete failure in run-
ning state affairs and resolving
people’s problems.

he said, "this government
has no right to remain in power
as it has been isolated from the
people for its undemocratic,
subservient and anti-people ac-
tivities".

It has been proved that the
independence., sovereignty,
economy, culture and people's
fundamental rights are not safe

. in the hands of this govern-

ment, m Zia said.
The Leader of the Opposition

~ SeePage 12Col 7 |
Indian minister,

army Gen killed
in chopper crash

NEW DELHI, Nov 14: Indian
junior Defence Minister NV N
Somu was killed today when
his helicopter crashed in the
northeastern state of
Arunachal Pradesh, the United
News of India (UNI) said, re-
ports Reuter.

The news agency said a ma-
jor-general of the Indian army
and two crew members also died
in the accident which occurred
at 8:30 am in the mountainous
state close to the Chinese bor-
der.

Somu, the Minister of State
for Defence, was a member of
southern Tamil Nadu state's re-

jonal Dravida Munnetra

azhagam (DMK) party that is
one of the constituents of Priine
Minister Inder Kumar Guijral's
15-party United Front coali-
tion.

President KR Narayanan,
Prime Minister [ K Gujral,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
Karunanidhi and a host of
other leaders have condoled the
death of Somu.

5 arrested from
Dhalpur on

3-day remand
By Staff Correspondent

Five persons. arrested dur-
ing an arms recovery drive in
the city's Dhalpur area on
Thursday, were placed on three
days’ police remand yesterday.

Meanwhile, lice sub-in-
spector Rezaul Karim who sus-
tained bullet injury at the time
of raid was improving. He is
undergoing treatment at the
Razarbagh Police Hospital in
the city. police said.

Demra police said that the
arrested people — Raza Miah,
Abdul Malek, Saiful. Shajahan
and Marium, were produced in
the Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate's court yesterday. e

See Page 12 Col 7

Biman’s showcause
on cabin crew

for carrying
banned 1tems

By Staff Correspondent

The Biman Authority last
week served a showcause notice
on one of its cabin crew for his
alle attempt to pass various

s worth about 1.25 lakh
through the Zia International
Airport (ZIA) violating the rules
last month.

The crew, aged about 35, was
caught by the customs officials
at with the goods, including

. banned medicine and chemi-

cals when he arrived here from
New York in mid October, Bi-

man sources said.
The seized goods included 29

See Page 12 Col 7



