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Home Ministry
report on

’political cases’
sent to BNP

By Staff Correspondent

Telecommunications Minis-
ter Mchammad Nasim yester-
day sent BNP a r:upy of the
Home Ministry report on the

merit of alleged tical cases
against the lawmakers, leaders
nnd workers of the main oppo-

g oo

Hannm Bh by a special

after receiving it
ﬁ'um t c Home Minister.,”
Nasim told The Daily Star late
last night.

“We've also told them we'll
have rm(hin%tn do if the cases
concerned char of murder,
use of illegal arms and corrup-

See Page 12 Col |

Hajj likely
on Apr 6

'l"hc hnl haéj will be ob-
1998 subject
to ﬂghting nl' moon, reports

This was informed at an in-
ter-ministerial on hajj
held yesterday at

the

::floul Hlnjs with
State Minister for Religious

Affairs Moulana Nurul Islam in

the chair.
Theﬂ{ = decided f;ha;: gtghg
ta ajj pilgrims for
%t be “dﬂgtl: 45,000, in-
cluding the government and

private t. The quota
was fixed at Sﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂ when ha

ment was signed wit

Saudi government last year.

It was in the meeting
that over ex nditure
for each ha

up mﬁ?ﬂ%gﬂﬂ

agrccs
Ei&“’;?n 38”0%“1‘:;}3;1? =
Fire at o1l tank
terminal 1n
Ctg kills one

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 13: A fire
broke out at a tank terminal of
Padma Oil Company at Gup-
takali tnd'zgclca one persorn

Brlﬁh sources .
e dead was identified as

Abdul Mannan, an assistant of

a tank lo while the injured
ndn'l:aved to the Chittagong

Mcdi-r:a.l College Hospital.

Three of the injured were in
critical condition, hospital
sources said.

Fire de sources said the
fire at about 2 pm to-
day and it was brought under
control at around 3:30 pm. Nine

See Paye 12 Col 3

Armed gang opens
~ fire on police:
2 hurt, 4 held

By Staff Correspondent

A police official and a mem-
ber of an armed gang were bullet
injured as the gaﬁ opened fire
during a police raid in the city's
Dhalpur area under Demra
thana yesterday.

Four people includinrg a
woman were arrested f{rom

there and a huge quantity of

arms and ammunition was re-

covered from their possession.
Acting on a tip off, Demra

ﬁ:ﬁe cordoned off a building at
pur at about 11:30 am. The
gang opened fire which left a
sub-inspector of police and a

member injured.

e arresied were identified
as Raza Mia, 34, Abdul Malek,
27, Saiful, 25 and Mariam, 22

Police recovered four
firearms, 51 bullets. three car-

knives, 122 crackers of differ-
See Page 12 Col 2
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Tk 2000cr plan to boost
rural economy may be

launched next month

By Inam Ahmed

A plan tn revitalise the rural
economy, injecting about Tk
2,000 crore, is likely to be initi-
ated from next munth accord-
ing to highly-placed sources in
the finance ministry.

The plan will have two broad
components — the traditional
agricultural credit and a new
non-crop sector credit — with
the ultimate aim to increase in-
come of the rural r.

The central bank has al-

sanctioned Tk 1,000 crore
from its re-discount window for

nomn- EI’D? income eneration
projects for the rural poor to be
disbursed through the

Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB)
and the Rajshahi Krishi Un-
nyan Bank (RKUB).

According to the sources, the
plan has been taken at the ini-
tiative of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. The first meet-
ing on it was held Wednesday at
the International Conference
Centre in the city.

BKB and RKUB, which were
once plagued with high rate of
non-perfo loans, will get
the money at bank rate and will
be required to achieve a loan re-
ry rate of at least 95 per

These two development fi-
nancial institutions will act
upon the model of the micro-
credit programme of the NGOs
and will give money to the poor
without any collateral. The mi-
cro projects will stand as guar-
antee for the credit, the sources
said. |

The revamping plan will
also address the vital problem
of bureaucratic loan sanction-
ing process.

"We have taken steps to sim-
plify the loan sanctioning pro-
cess so that the illiterate can
have access to the banks," said a
source, "One of the reasons why
banks cannot reach the real

r is the amount of paper
works and complicated system
which also creates scope for
middlemen to step in. We will
cut them out of the new
scheme."

Meanwhile, another about
Tk 1,000 crore will be given for
the traditional agriculture
credit programme.

"Last year, we gave about Tk
750 crore. This year it will be
increased to Tk 1,000 crore in
line with the government's pol-
icy to support agricultural
growth," said the source.

Jr*

Create atmosphere

for dialogue : BNP

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party
ruling Awami League of using
parliament just to tarnish its
image, creating further im
iments to a congenial atmo-
sphere for a dialogue to resolve
the current political crisis.

The allegation was made by
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan at a press
briefing at the Sangsad Bhaban

using
the image of the BNP and its

leaders.
contribute to further polluting
the environment for a dialogue

' between the ruling party and

the opposition to resolve the
current political stalemate.”
Asked to substantiate the
allegation, the BNP leader said
that in the name of holding a
general discussion in the House
on Wednesday. the Treasury

AL leaders blame BNP

yesterday has accused the

R e Fkca

parliament just to tarnish

This would only

By Staff Correspondent

Bench blamed the BNP for loss
of lives in Chittagong, while it
was the AL goons that had at-
tacked the BNP rally leaving its
supporters killed.
y should the BNP make
any attempt to foil a rally or-
anised by the party itself?"
huiyan asked.
e BNP secretary general
demanded formation of a judi-
cial committee to to the

plary | uﬁl.

-p-unu l: for

:f to a query, he said
HNP wau ways ready to return
to the House. "But what is the
use of going back to the House, if
we are not allowed to speak
about things for which we are
voted for?” Bhuilyan posed the
question, adding that they did
not know ‘under which rules the
cabinet members were making
statements in parliament ev-

eryday'.

killing.

x

exem: °
t to those re-

Asked about an official dia-
logue with the ruling party.
Bhuiyan said the government
has to create a congenial atmo-
sphere for the talks. "We will
consider the environment to be
congenial, if the government
withdraws all the cases lodged
against the BNP leaders and ac-
tivists, particularly those
which were filed since the may-
oral order impbsing ban on ral-

#fﬁ:mn ﬁeﬂ 3 m '

BNP legl:latnra must h: with-
drawn.

Bhuiyan told the press that
his party had recently handed
over to Telecommunication
Minister Mohammad Nasim a
list of 17 MPs against whom
false charges’ have been filed by
the government. "The number
would increase as the govern-
ment is Increasingly [liling
cases against our MPs.

e Tpe 12 Col 4

Thana gheraoed

Police SI beat
one to death
in Jessore

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Nov 13: Thou-
sands of people gheraoed the
Keshabpur police station today
to protest alleged murder of an
old man by thana lice at
Shahpur under Trimohini
Union last night.

Local people said a grou

licemen led by SI Hafizur

hman raided the house of
Kalam Gazi (80) around mid-
night and arrested his son
Hamidul Islam.

When Kalam Gazi asked the

t furious
im merci-
pool of

began to kick
y leaving him in a
blood. Hafizur Rahman then

left the place with policemen,
witnesses said.

Hearing this, a large number

of people gather around
Kalam's house and took him to

the local health complex. But
Kalam Gazi died on the way.
Later. people from different

See Page 12 Col 7

JS consensus must for
ombudsman: Khasru

By Staff Correspondent

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru has urged all po-
litical parties represented in
the Jatiya Sangsad to reach a
consensus on the question of
app-uintjng an ombudsman.

ment is rtal.}c]ly to
I:]rpomtapcrsumacce table to
ombudsman ut there

must be a consensus in the
House on the issue ... If there is a
consensus today, we can ap-
point an ombudsman tomor-
row.. th: mlniat:r told the

Jll.gi yesterday.

ing an amendment to the om-
budsman Act of 1980, the Law
Minister termed the bill faulty
and needless since the present
government was very much for
appointment of an ombuds-
man.

The bill proposed to specify
July, 1. 1998 as the date for ap-
MEnt of an ombudsman.

ng the need for appoint-
ng an ombudsman on an ur-

t basis, it further said due to

the "successive governments

ﬁ} ew: tahluig of a

wasting of long 17 years" since
the law was enacted, frustration
and lack of public confidence in
liament and the government

ad taken place.

Underlining the importance
of the post of ombudsman, the
Law Minister said "The post is
non-political and universal.

"As soon as we reach a con-
sensus in the House well ap-
point an ombudsman. If we do
the job unilaterally, the ap-
pointment might be u?'pused by
any of the parties...” the minis-

ter said, urging the JP law-
maker to withdraw her bill.
- gk of gonsensus on

bllﬂltd the major oppasition
party BNP which. he said, had
started the practice of remain-
ing absent from the House from
the very first day of the present
parliament's functioning.

The law minister also criti-
cised BNP and JP for not im-
plementing during their rule
the constitutional provision of
appointing an ombudsman.

Speaking in support of her
bill, Rabeya Bhuiyan requested

See Page 12 Col 4
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for creating 'anarchy’

Hundreds of Awami League
activists came oult on the street
here yesterday protesting the
"opposition violence” in Chit-
tagong and "conspiracy” against

the peace process in Chittagong
! HIII Tracts, reports UNB.
ed the city streets

after ci-'utnhclin a brief rally,
where the rulin party leaders
blasted the 'deliberate anarch
unleashed by BNP along will?lr
the anti-liberation forces.”
Three ministers — Zillur
Rahman, Sajeda Chowdhury

and Abu Sayeed — addressed the

rally at Paltan Maidan with the
city mayor and city AL presi-
dent Mohammad Hanif in the
chair.

Organised by the city Awami

tridges. a toy pistol, three largfr | League, the rally was also ad-

dressed by Mozaffar Hossain
Paltu, Mofazzal Hossain
Chuwdhury Maya MP and Nu-

l rul Fazal Bulbul.

Criticising the main opposi-
tion, the AL general secretary
and LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Zillur Rahman said

Begum Khaleda Zia and her
parly do not want peace in the
country.

"They are out lo creale con
fusion about the peace process
in Chittagong Hill Tracts.,” he
said describing the planned
peace agreement a greal success
of the Sheikh Hasina's govern-
ment.

Referring to the previous
BNP government, the deputy
leader in parliament also said
they had gone to India to hold
talks with the Shantibahini,
but were unable to achieve any
SUCCEeSS.

He blamed BNP chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia and her
party activists for "letting loose
a reign of terror” in the pornt city
after her meeting on Tuesday.

"Her [(Begum Zia's) party
members launched attacks on
the law enforcers,” the LGRD
minister said, alleging that ev-
ery place visited by Begum Zia
witnessed a violence. In this re-
gard, he mentioned Begum Zia's

See Page 12 Col 3

| structed the

T'll quit JS, give up
politics, if govt
can prove it’

By Staff Correspondent

Salauddin Quader Chowd-
hury. a legislator belonging to
Bangladesh Nationalist Party,
yesterday sald he would give up
politics, If the pgovernment
could prove its claim that he
had instructed the party ac-
tivists to resist police during
incident in Chittagong that left
five persons nmuf’

Chowdhury made the state.
ment yesterday evening. when
his attention was drawn by
newsman that AL legislators
accused him on Wednesday of
llldk"lﬂ an announcement
over microphone to resist police

- at the fag end of the rally

concerned "

He further said, "I will not
only resign from the Jatiya
Sangsad. | will rather give up

politics, if the government can

prove the allegation that | in-

NP activists to

what they called resist the

members of the police that day”.

Chowdhury hoped that tﬁt
See Pape |12 Col 8
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Bangabandhu Murder Case

Farook told me that they were

going to topple govt: PW-40

The 40th prosecution wit
ness in the Bangabandhu Mur-
der Case told the court yesterday
that Major Syed Farooqur
Rahman, before leaving the
cantonment for the August 15
operation, said they were ”gnlng
to topple the government. re
ports UNB.

According to witness Hon Lt
(dismissed) Syed Ahmed, Major
Farook said this to him in the
hours of August 15 when

| he wanted to know their desti-

nation.

The witness said he also
asked Major Farook whether
General Shafiullah was in-
formed of the matter. In reply,
Farook said, "l don't find it nec-
essary,” the witness added.

Making his deposition, Syed
Ahmed said as per schedule he
fell-in for night parade at
around 8:30 pm on August 14

Alfter the fall-in. he said.
handed over the parade to Ma-
jor Mohiuddin of Lancer. who
handed it over to Acting Com-
mander of 1st Bengal Lancer
Major Syed Farooqur Rahman.
Alter that, he said, he was
ﬁrantcd leave by Major Farook
ue to his sickness and left for
his quarters, about 200 yards
from his house. And the night
parade began, he said.
He ﬂk?:‘: about 2 to 2:30 am,
a runner (soldier) came to him
and said RDM (regimental
dafadar major) asked him
(witness) to go to the JCO mess.
Syed Ahmed said he sent
back the soldier and asked him
to send the RDM to him. After
10 to 15 minutes, the ROM came
and told him that Artillery unit
had come and lancer soldiers

were cleaning the tanks for a
combined training of lancer

he

and artillery, he said.

The witness said the RDM
further told him that they want
arms and ammunition. "l
wanted to know whether he has
any permission from Quarter
Master Captain Delwar Hossain
and asked him (RDM) to bring
the quarter master JCO and the
guard commander,” he said.

After 10 to 15 minutes, he
sald, quarter master JCO and
the guard commander came to
him and showed a slip of Cap-
tain Delwar. "l then gave him
the key of armoury and asked
him to keep the slip in the trea-
sury.”

‘After about half an hour, it
struck my mind that there was
money in the treasury and |
rushed to the quarter guard.”

At the quarter guard, he
learnt from guard commander

See Page 12 Col 5

- Hall,

12 PAGES REGULAR PLUS MAGAZINE : PRICE TAKA 9.00

Ismail Hossain

to be made
Acting IGP

By Staff Correspondent

Inspector General of Police
Azizul Huq is due to go on
‘earned leave' from Sunday, a
month before his schedul
tirement.

A Home Ministry order was
issued to this effect yesterday.

Additional 1IG Ismail Hos-
sain will be the Acting IGP.

The ministry also trans-
ferred Dhaka Metropolitan
Commissioner Al Mamun as
the Additional IG at police
headquarters. Mamun is due to
retire on November 20.

Additional IG of CID Mah-
mud Al Farid was made DMP
Commissioner while 1G Nurul
Huda has been transferred to
the CID.

Ctg violence

Case against
19 starts, 15

sent to jail

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 13: Po-
lice started a case with Kotwali
thana in connection with Tues-
day's violence, accusing 19

le including BNP leaders
lahuddin Quader Chowdhury
MP, Giasuddin Quader Chow-
dhury, MP, JP leader Kazi Jafar
Ahmed and JAGPA chief
Shafiul Alam Pradhan.

The 15 people who were ar-
rested during the violence were
sent to jail.

The violence which left five
persons including a policeman
dead, erupted while BNP chair-
person Begum Zia was at the f
end of her speech in a gran
rally at the Outer Stadium.

Police and BNP activists
were locked in clashes for hours

' together on that day.

JCD. BCL observe
strike at BUET

By BUET Correspondent

No classes were held at the
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology yester-
day due to a strike called by
both the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) and Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD).
~=The strike was- callet]- after
activists of the two organisa-
tions had an altercation. The
JCD activists reportedly at-
tacked and ransacked the room
of Mainul Hassan, the GS of
Ahsanullah Hall Chhatra
Sangsacd, on Wednesday. Later
that day, while the JCD workers
were holding an interval meet-
ing in the guest room of Titumir
the BCL activists ran-
sacked the place and clashed
with the rival activists. Both

See Pape (2 Col 3
Bangabandhu murder
PW-39 kept in
police custody
for over 2 hrs

Risaldar Mansur Ahmed. a
rosecution witness in Banga-
randhu Murder Case, was kept
under the police custody for
over two hours yesterday for his
conduct in the trial court, re-

| ports BSS.

1
|
|

The Daily Star Roundtable

Speakers at a Roundtable
yesterday said that the forth-
coming tripartite
Summit” in Dhaka would act as
a '‘confidence building exercise'
for ush in a new era of un-
derstanding and cooperation
for the economic development
of th-: Snuth Asian region.

said that although
hillesd as a "Business Summit” it
would have a significant politi-
cal impact and could trigger a
much needed momentum for
dynamic change in the subcon-
tinent. The region. they said.
has failed to harness its vast
potential of human and mate-
rial resources because of con-
tinued existence of the tradi
tional mindset which has har
boured political divisiveness.

The speakers were giving
their views on "Potential of the
Three-nation Business Sum
mit” at the Roundtable organ
ised by The Daily Star. held at

"Business

By Staff Correspondent

the Conference room of the

newspaper.
Moderated by Mahfuz Anam,
editor of The Daily Star, the

participants in the Roundtable
were former fnrman secretaries
Far Sobhan, R Osmany
and Fakhruddin Ahmed, for-
mer minister and well-known
poet Obaidullah Khan, Imtiaz
Ahmed of Dhaka University,
former president of FBCCI and
president of International
Chamber of Commerce Mah-
bubur Rahman. president of
Foreign Investors' Chamber
Mahbub Jamil and Matiur
Rahman, editor of the Bhorer

Ka%oj.

arooq Sobhan. immediate
past foreign secretary. said that
the summit would provide the
much needed opportunity for
the first time for dialogue and
interaction both at the inter
governmental plane and at the
private level

Business Summit to act as
'confidence building exercise'

‘India-Pakistan and
Bangladesh have the three
largest economies of South Asia
and these are the countries
which hold excellent potential
for attracting foreign invest-
ment.” he said. "The three na-
tions, by hosting a dedicated
conference on Business' is try-
ing to send a signal to the pri-
vate sectors in the their own
countries about their tm:rglnf
role in shaping the destiny
their own and
ECOnNoImy.

Sobhan. who had played a
key role in initiating closer co-
operation between the SAARC
neighbours. felt that the na-
tions ol the Subcontinent need
to respond to global liberalisa-
tion and governments should
now try to effect changes in
simplytying bureaucratic bot
tienecks, customs procedures
and ollicials regulations.

See Page 12 Col 3
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Participants in The Daily Star Roundtable on 'Potential of the Three-Nation Business
Summit' at its office yesterday.

— Star photo
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The PW-39 was kept in the

police custody on a verbal order
uf the court.

The incident took place
during the cross-examination

| of the witness by the defence

lawyer of accused Lieutenant
Colonel (dismissed] Syed Fa-
rooqur Rahman.

Before ordering Risaldar
Mansur to be put under custody.
the District and Sessions Judge,
Dhaka. Kazi Golam Rasul re-
peatedly cautioned him against
speaking too much and asked
him to confine himself only to
the answers he is asked for and
nothing more.

Mansur remained under the
police custody till the rising of
court.

When the court rose for the

AC (prosecution)] Mah-
but'mr Rahman told BSS that
the court vacated the order and
the witness has been set free.

Keep shops closed
after dusk to
reduce power
consumption: DCC

Dhaka City Corporation has
requested the city's shop owners
and the management of busi-
ness establishments to exercise
austerity measures and reduce
t‘lt‘llt‘hfl consumption, re-

ports UNI;

The DCC has asked the shop
owners, except those of food and
medicine and kutcha bazars. to
keep their shutters down after
the magreb pr grrs everyday
from November 20, said a press
release yesterday.

The city corporation has
also decided that the street
lights of one side of the roads
will remain off from the same
day as a temporary ineasure to

uce power consumption dur-
ing the peak hours.

The DCC has also requested
the city dwellers to keep their
Ii hts, fans and aircoolers off

en they don't need it, and re-
frum from all surl_tl: of Illfl:lml
nau::-n f::rcﬂ t state hunc-

ase added



