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We voice a very grave concern over not merely a
rapid-fire deterioration of political violence in the
country but also a tendentious eruption of it with-
out any direct provocation or incitement given to
the same. ;

An impression hits home irresistably from
newspaper reports of Tuesday's happenings in
Chittagong that these were more simulated than
spontaneous. Not quite stemming from any trig-
gering event of the moment even allowing for the
noisy clamour over a police jeep, something of a
red rug to the bull given the rather topical flourish
of police activisn. What followed but not preceded
BNP chief Khaleda Zia's speech was veritable hell-
fire; but this was hardly of a kind that aimed at
wrecking the major attraction of the CHT accord-
related protestation programme which must have
been Begum Zia's address that was allowed a
smooth run anyway. So, the finger gets rather un-

pointed to the other side.
Having said that much on the hell-bent sto

ot stuck with from day one of this government's

andling of the CHT question. It stayed away from
the National Committee's negotiations with the
PCJSS by relinquishing membership of the body
in what appears to be a deliberate ploy to retain the
right to criticise the %ﬂvemmﬂnt regardless of the
merit or otherwise of what would transpire from
the talks with tribal leadership.

The high-voltage BNP stridency against the sup-
posed contents of the forthcoming peace accord on
CHT is incongruous with any factual, scientific
and rational approach that one would have ex-
pected a responsible opposition party to adopt on
the question. BNP has not produced a shred of evi-
dence that the Bengali settlers and the Armed
Forces indeed face an ouster from the area as a con-
sequence of what has been negotiated with the
PCJSS. While the government has put at rest such
apprehensions point by point, the BNP has gone
nowhere near assailing the ruling party with con-
tradictions based on concrete evidence. To our un-
derstanding, though, the government would have
done better if it had allayed the fears of plainlan-
ders by recourse to a public education campaign, a
matter in which the r_:ippnsi*irw has taken the field
obviously because of the majoritarian implica-
tion.

A word of caution to both sides: violence snow-
balls of its own motion regardless of blame appor-
tionment in our peculiarly intimidating context. It
is the provocations that must now be averted.

Set Liton Free

Little Liton was arrested some three months
back from the Farmgate area and has been de-
tained at the Mirpur vagrants home since then.
Both the actions were nothing but criminal, and
the policemen responsible together with the au-
thorities of the home must forthwith be ted:
on-very definite eharges. Before that there must bey
departmental action against these people. |

Liton, a primary school student at Char
Jakhalia, Kotiadi on arrival in Dhaka to visit rel-
atives, was waiting with vegetables brought from
home for the hosts for his father to return from
toilet. Police pounced on him. His father was mov-
ing heaven and earth, going up to even a minister
with a request for Liton's release. But he continues
to be in that specialised jail.

The other day we wrote in these columns to say
that there are millions in Bangladesh to fit into
the connotation of the word 'vagrant'. There was no
point now in treating vagrancy as a crime. Liton's
case beats our plea. He has not only a home and ad-
dress and a school where he is a regular student but
also a father who has been coming to the home ev-
eryday for three months to plead with whoever are
there in charge.

The welfare people are disgusted that of the girls
sent to most homes are prostitutes who are not va-
grants by any stretch of imagination. All right, the
police are in the wrong. Why you gond people detain
them knowing full well you're doing wrong? Be-
cause it is a kind of jailing and only a magistrate,
so charged. can release any detainee from there.
Why do you run a fail, messrs welfare? And does
the magistrate hold a trial there with lawyers
pleading for the state and the detainee? Is
any provision for appeal?

This Augean stables will take time to be cleaned.
Now is the time to ask government: release all in-
mates of vagrant homes within 48 hours of this
counsel and make sure you fill these with persons
genuinely in need of protection and help.

Meanwhile, action first must be taken against
those responsible for the magistrate's post lying
vacant there for months. We address our appeal di-
rect to you, Mr Home Minister.

A Faculty Gone Awry

It might give one an impression that political
leaders in this country simply do not have a fac-
ulty to come out of their psychological hang-ups,
East prejudices and mindsets. Snapping out of a

abit or reacting quickly even if that is only to
steal a political march over the rival is not their
forte. But Lutfur Rahman of Tongi seems to be quite
a departure from this syndrome of politicos. Only
that his quicksilver and innovative faculty has
been misspent and the man himself in all likeli-
lfllnnd is moaning and groaning for his innovative

air.

The man, as a news snippet in a leading Bengali
daily informs us, led a gang of TV pickers. Posing
as an inspector authorised to check TV licences
Lutfur and his gang reportedly ‘confiscated’ 35 TV
sets from a pocket of hosueholds in Tongi that

€re

lackings of information and authenticity. So they
capitulated to Lutfur and his group's delight. But as
they say you cannot cheat all the people all the
time, it was perhaps too many for too long at one
lace. The wheel came full circle when somebody
rom a house challenged Lutfur and, threatened by
looming pressure of angry mob, Lutfur, let the cat
out saying he had nothing to do with TV
authorities and that he was a mere impostor.

It was quick and innovative of Lutfur to see an
opportunity to abuse, TV authorities announce-
ment of sending house to house licence inspectin

arties. He deemed it easy to dupe the uninforme
aw-dodging people of an area but it was certainly a
faculty gone awry. Will Lutfurs with their concep-
tual quickness and innovativeness always feature

Lnews ltcmg for th_e wrong cause?

of fire, let's take a re-look at the mindset BNP had |

the Dhaka

seemed to have been handicapped by the twin
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Uttar Pradesh crisis burst on

the Indian
Newspapers front- pictures
of violence in the state
assembly hall. Since they never
leave any opportunity have a go
at us, one ﬁl:ily in achi had
captioned hoto : tin
Demeocracy”, Still more lllng‘
was the Iintelligentsia's
comment : "A dalit President
has saved Hindus".

However wuncharitable it
may sound, there is truth in the
comment, except that the In-
dian ty is not Hindu by any
standard. Still the bad name
that the champions of Hin-
duism, the Bharatiya Janta
Party, has to the country
may be difficult to erase. In
Pakistan, the reputation of the
BJP is no different from the one
prevailing in India — a commu-

nﬂ?nmmnm to es-
tablish Hindu Raj. s

And like India, le in
Pakistan have believed that
whatever else be the ills of the
BJP, it has followed certain
norms in politics. That image
has been ttered. The impres-
sion that has gained ground is
that the party was wearing a
mask of civil behaviour and
that it has come out now. The
thinking both in India and
Pakistan is that whatever the
price. the BJP will pay it to get
power. It is as ., as grasp-
inﬁ and as unscrupulous as any
other political party in the sub-
continent.

Returning to New Delhi, |
find that the BJP is not even
ashamed of what it has done,.
something out of its character.
The party leaders are blatant in
their observations. In fact, the
most sober argument used is :
Everything is fair in love and
war. Which war the party is
fighting? Is it against whatever

Iwn in Pakistan when the

scene.

RST, just the facts.

Henry Alfred Kluin%ler.

born Jewish-German, fled
Nazi Germany in 1938, and
became a US citizen in 1943. He
studied accounting at City
College New York, served in the
US Army during World War Il
and received his Ph.D. from
Harvard after the war. He
{uin:d Harvard's faculty as an
nstructor, and in 1962 became
a Professor of government. He
was the Director of Defense
Studies Program between 1959

and 1969.

Hlaninﬁ::r'u "Nuclear w;;i
pons and Foreign (195
established him as a leading
nuthnﬂ'z on US strategic

0

: pposed Secretary of
m Foster Dulles’

policy of
"massive retaliation” in the

i face of & Soviet nuclear attlck;

S

ecessity
Choice” (1960), Kissinger
warned of a "missile gap” be-
tween the US and the govlet
Union, influen the think-
ing of the Eisenhower and
Kennedy administrations.
Kissinger's reputation as a
political scientist led to his ap-
pointment by President Nixon
as an assistant for National Se-
curity affairs in December,
1968. He eventually served as
the head of the National Secu-

‘rity Council (1969-75), and the

Secretary of State (September,
1973- January, 1977), under
both Nixon and Ford adminis-
trations.

Kissinger's diplomatic
achievements included warmer
relations with the Soviet
Union; the so-called "d'tente”,
which led to the arms
limitations treaty ( 1k

K.Isslng[q- also launched di
matic forays that resul in
the normaﬂ:.ntiun of relations
between the United States and
HE"?Q F}mplc‘n Republic of China

- <Jnanent

R the two Vietnams. For
' this. r shared the 19£3

L&

join the

All political parties are barking at the wrong tree whe

Power by Hook or Crook

n they are demanding the scrapping of Article 356,

which empowers *he centre to take over a state administration in the name of breakdown of the constitution.

The issue is not :~h~t} _.- the governor should have
parties have any code of ethics to follow w

is left of institutions and wval-
ues?

One can see that the BJP has
picked up history-sheeters to
ttle. Its defence is
that those recruited are not
regulars, but irregulars. In
o words, I.l'ulz::'rt not the
BJP members, does it mat-
ter when they are ministers in
the BJP-headed government,
which can play havoc with the
administration and the soci-

| was sad to watch a televi-
sion programme where my lost,
misguided friend, Atal Behari
Vajpayee. defended defections
in the n:}e without .hhflu
any tinge of concern on 4
His argument was that a small
boat leaving a big ship
lmcnn.lﬁ Congress) was in dis-
tress hence sought security
in julninﬁtnnnthﬂ' big ship
(meaning BJP).

In the 1600's and 1700's,
there were pirates called bucca-
ish ships. leaders have
behaved like them. It was not a
small boat to a big ship.
It was an act of day-light piracy.
The BJP used all power at its
command — money bags. min-
isterships and manoeuvres — to
lure members to the party fold.
Vljpl'ge‘I defence is worse
than guilt.

Pramod Mahajan. the Ir.-BJF
secrelary-general, was at least
more honest. He said, n on
TV. that since his had
been blamed in the past for fin-

ishing second, they had em-
pb):mmﬂhndtnhcm-

The Trail that Dr. Henry Kissinger Blazed

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

per one. True, but has he as-
sessed the damage caused to the

P e

e BJP has carried the
l?lnt D:l cnmml}naham but not
of morality. In fact. m peo-
ple have d its m;t.gma]-
ism st its clean image to
infer that the scales were tilted
in favour of morality. But it is a
different ball game now.

This is bad enough. The
worse is that the party is ready
to repeat a similar exercise at
the Centre. BJP chief LK Advani
has said this more than once.
(As many as 30 Congress Lok

powers to dissolve the assembly but whether the political
hereby the horse-trading of members is eschewed.

24 hours, the Gujral govern-
ment gave the still more
mileage. But the could not

retain even a bit ol ground when
it appointed all the 93 defeclors
as ministers. The BJP is now a
point of ridicule.

Still | have not been able to
figure out why the Gujral gov-
ernment passed the resolution
on Kalyan Singh's dismissal in
the first place. Events pieced to-
gether show the cabinet meeting
was tense. The prime minister
asked every minister, turn by
turn, to say whether he
favoured the dismissal or not.

BETWEEN THE LINES _

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

Sabha MPs have already been
sounded by the BJP). Even a few
days ago. he was lecturing the
nation on the ethics of parlia-
mentary system and was point-
ing out the depth to which the
country had f . What he has
allowed his party to do in UP
beats all proportions. In com-
parison., Congress appears
saintly.

Little does the B.JP realise
how much it has lost. There was
a time when the party was on
t?l of the world. bundﬂ Gu-
jral government had bungled in
advising the President to dis-
miss the UP government and
dissolve the state assembly By
reversing its order in less than

But for Home Minister Inderjit
Gupta and Industry Minister
Murasoli Maran, who expressed
their reluctance, every one said
yes. The two also withdrew
their objection ultimately. The
prime minister reportedly told
the cabinet that he was not cer-
tain that the President would
accept the recommendation.
The unanimous resolution was
then forwarded to Rashtrapati
Bhavan.

But why did the
ister go along when
sure of President’'s approval?
Was it ]part of his by now famil-
lar style of ance : to de-
cide or not to decide. It is true
that Gujral was pressured by

rime min-
was not

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Defernice Minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav from within the
cabinet and Co dent.
Sitaram Kesri and CPM secre-
tary-general Harkishen Singh
Surjeet from outside. But he is
known to have withstood all

the pressure, minus that of
Congress. on the dismissal of

Laloo Prasad Yadav in Bihar. |
am not going into the merits or
demerits of the case but men-

RSN ar

Under the parliamentary
system of t, the cab-
inet is to advise and assist the

rime minister, not to dictate
im. The convention is that
any minister who differs with
the prime minister has to quit
the government. At one stage,

the constituent assembly was of

tl;;u ;J Lnjnn that a minister
s removed im-
peachment. But tm re-
jected on the that he or she
should hold position at the
pleasure of the President, in
other words, the prime minis-
ter.

The second cabinet meeting,
when it reversed the earlier de-
cision after receiving the Presi-
dent's advice, was also tense.
This time only Mulayam Singh
Yadav resisted till last. But t
also gave in. Thus both resolu-
tions, one for the i
President's rule and the other

against it were unanimous. And
both were passed without 24

hours of each other. What does
it connote? Does the cabinet

wﬂtundcrfreuurc?ﬂnmﬂ
had a moral ending

one at leas

He said he had never met a "Father of a Nation" and described Sheikh Myjib as a man of "immense

conception." Of course, he was lying through his teeth. He was actually
Bangladesh

problems that

gloating over the monumental

and Sheikh Myjib confronted at that time, such as famine. Displaying
Kissinger believed, a la Salman Rushdie,

staggering pomposity and intellectual

arrogance,
Mhicaiﬁmmﬂbﬂmdumbhﬁthmﬂudqﬁhofhhmwmm

After months of negotia-
tions with the North Viet-
namese t in Paris, in
January, 1973, Kissinger signed
a cease-fire agreement that
vided for the withdrawal of US
troops from Vietnam and out-
li the mechanism for a per-
peace settlement be-

Peace P - Wil
n ator,

who refused Lhe Prize.

After the Arab-lsraeli war of
1973, instituted what
came to be known as "shuttle
di?lnmlcy‘ ., to disengage the
belli ts. He was instru-
mental in rest diplomatic
relations between and the
US. severed after the 1967 Mid-

dle East War.
Dr

A prolific author,

we latest one on di

enry lﬂn&lnﬁa' is a superstar
in his field. His achievements
are legendary. British star
Gilbert a?éi.mm 3.‘1-..“5]1:3:
praise in a hit song. Just
worthy is Dr. Kissinger of all
these ::dulaunn‘?

Let's take a closer look.

There was a time in the
1970s, when Dr. Henry
Kissinger held the world by the
scruff of the neck. With -

dent Richard Nixon slowl
ain.hn%v into the quicksan
called Watergate, and the law
catching up with Vice President
Spiro Agnew's penchant for ac-
cepting bribes, Secretary of

State Ki was the de facto
President the United States.

~ Un-elected by the Americans to
any : was never-
theless not | in exercis-

ing power. Or acting out his.
prejudice.

l. =

‘tibn 'war in 1971, Dr.” Hefiry
Kissinger was steadfastly op#
to Bangladesh's indepen:,

e, It Is comyiion knowgg'u
that Kissinger hated
Banﬂndeﬂh'n founding father
; Hujihurdﬂahman'i gt.}ts.
or seeking independence for
desh at a most inconve-

nient time for Ki . Never

a fan of Islamic nations,
Kissinger nevertheless sup-

ported Pakistan to the hilt .

during Bangladesh's liberation
war. After all, nothing could

interfere with his China policy
and his quest for personal
eatness. As the Pak army
utchered innocent Bangla-
deshis, Kluin&er was busy
h with Yahya Khan,
and at the pretense of falling
"sick” at Peshawar, secretly

traveling to Beijing in an
overture to US re-

lations with China.

after B 's in-

. Ki s Amer-

ica still had mljcy on
. Or to put it in an-

other way, Kissinger had no
time for the enormous prob-
lems Bangladesh faced in the
aftermath of its birth. Adding

|

insult to injury, Kissinger de-
scribed Bangladesh an "an in-
ternational basket case.”

Sheikh Mujib quickly retorted:
wgklh is not an empty
basket. Kluu?er'l casting of
aspersion on Bangladesh, to
this day remains the ugliest
ublic humiliation of
&? adesh a foreign offi-
ve made Kissinger a
grata in Bangladesh.

rsona

the ..
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Instead, when Kiss er{'i ch:l;
umphantly visited Bangla
in PHTII. he was all condescen-

sion. He said he had never met
a "Father of a Nation" and de-
scribed Sheikh Mujib as a man
of "immense conception.” Of
course, he was lying through his
teeth. He was actually gloating
over the monumental problems
that Bangladesh and Sheikh
Mujib ted at that time,
such as famine. D;Ela}dtgg
staggering pomposity intel-
lectual . Ki be-
lieved, a la Salman Rushdie,
that his critics would be too
dumb to fathom the depth of his
and deception.

Dr. Kissinger's preju-
dice would further exposed
during Iran-Iraq war, nning
in 1980, when wished both
the combatants mutual
destruction! Imagine, a Nobel
Peace Prize winner, two
warring nations to fight each
other to death! When North
Vietnam overran the South in
1975, thus uniting the two Viet-

nams and wiping out
Kissinger's peace accord,
Kissinger was nevertheless al-
lowed to keep his tainted Nobel
Prize. At least there he was in
ﬁ:d y — former terror-

M Begin was also a
Peace Prize winner!

Iranian revalution, to enter.the
US for medical treatment in
1979, Both the US and Iran
suffer each other's hostility to
this day, because of that ill-
conceived advice.

In the mid 1970s, without
consulting the Congress, the
legislative arm of the govern-
ment, H Ki arbitrar-

ily ruled that the US govern-

ment would have no contact

with the Palestinian Liberation

Organization, until it recog-
nized Israel. The robbed
the PLO of its trump card, and
forced it to concede too much in
return for too little. As the
Palestinian uprising, "in-
tifada", was hold in the
Israeli occupied tories in
1987, Kissinger advised the
then Israeli ense Minister
Yitzhak Rabin to break the
bones of Palestinian children,
"a la South Africa.”
Nobel Peace Prize winner urg-
ing Israel to emulate the re-
measures of the racist
outh African apartheid
regime!

Faculty of
Agriculture at DU

- Sir, As reported in the Press,
niversity is going to
open its 'Faculty of Agriculture’
very soon. A good and timely
move indeed. It may be men-
tioned here that the ax:ﬁlad:ﬂh
Agricultural Institute (the then
Bengal Agricultural Institute),
Dhaka since its establishment
in 1938, had been offering (till
1964) B.Sc.B.Ag. degree course
under Dhaka University. At that
time BAI was treated as the
Faculty of Agriculture of Dhaka
University.

Meanwhile in an -based
country like Bangl - set-
ting up of a few more agril. uni-
versi :rll'ﬂe_lglmuture faculty
in the g universities is
very much needed in order to
bring about true changes and
development in the country's

cultural education system.

ese institutions udllkiaﬁg hcllu::.l
in producing more s an
scientific man r to work in
various agri-dlactplincs both in
private and public sectors.

Many general universities in

the advanced as well as devel-
oping countries have agricul-
ture faculties. This faculty sys-
tem also reduces expenditure
for agril. education because
other science and arts faculties
of the same university provide
more effective teach on re-
lated subjects taught in agricul-
ture course.

Unfortunate but true, being
an agricultural country,

Bangladesh has only a few
higher agricultural education
institutions. But if we look at
our neighbo country, India
— it has allogether 33 Agricul-
tural Universities/Agri-faculties
offering under- post-grad-
uate education in agriculture. It
may be indicated here that like
Bangladesh, agriculture has
been the backbone of India's
economy as 31.8% contribution
to domestic products of India

comes from ture. In case
of adesh, culture con-
tributes 35% of GDP.
B e g

- -e- 3
Dhaka-1207

Crying out in the

wilderness

Sir, for a long time 1 have
been thinking about writing
something to give vent to my
pent up feelings. The problems
is where do | start from and
where do | end? Let me start
with the postal service.

If you are lucky you will get
letters from your children
abroad, written and posted in
spite of their busy schedule.

ell, if it is a post card
(obviously cards are pretty ev-
cr{gvhcre and incoloured en-
velopesl) and if it reaches you,
you should consider yourself
the luckiest person in the
world. And if you complain — |
mean if you send a written
complaint — [ feel sorry for you.
You will never get letters at your

address. This advice is not
mine. Someone from the postal
service s ly suggested it.
S0 one must write less (I
shouldn't say stop) letters to
one's near and dear ones. Then
what is the alternative? Tele-

phone? Well that is what |
started doing. The first month's
made me completely crazy.
1 didn't call children (in
USA and E for more than
three mlnul:te:.a“ E?ch timeadwhuﬁ
booking the repeat
3-minute timing. Well, the bill
showed five minutes for each
call, and funnily there were
other telephone numbers given
on the which | was aulﬂpmcd
to have called. I rang up the au-
thority concerned and com-
plained. Pmm{:t came the an-
swer "computer 'tai bawlay’
(computer says so).

So | guess it solved their
problems. Hence, irritatingly I
took a pen and a pad to write
letters to my children. As my
luck goes, there was a big bang
and the lights went off. | knew
there was no alternative but to
pray. 1 went with our driver to
the nearby electricity supply
office. After physical dash and

sh the other fellow could

om the window. Only thing we
could find out was that not only
our area but also most of the
laces in Dhaka were under
ckout, The reason for the big
bang was given to us: "the trans-
former had become old and
funky and the new transform-
ers were of cheap quality. So the
old and the new one cannot bear
the load". This was the exact
statement. | was thunderstruck
to hear this!

Talking about being thun-
derstruck all of a sudden it
started drizzling. We subcon-
sciously felt a bit relieved. After
a little while. it was pouring
and there was no electricity.
Then we felt the mosquito bite.
It was terrible. As everybody

£

knows, Dhaka — a few
selected areas — has become a
public urinal. So with the pour-
ing water in the drain, the
nerve-wr smell made us
completely mad. There is no
drain cleaning, no spray since
quite a long time.

When one goes out in the
evening, some people go for a
short walk (which is safe at
all, not only because of
"shantrash” but also lawless-
ness of the rickshawpullers),
one would see women with their
“jharoo” il:i handdtal and
sweeping, ust to make
things unbearable. Somehow, |
started to write next day again
but [ don't know where and
to end my letter.

A Sufferer
Shonkar, Dhaka

Safe food

Sir, Safe food is indispens-
able for sound health. But in
absence of any food adminis-
tration and standard regulation
there exists a complete disorder
in this vital sector. Adulterated,
spurious, and fake food stuff
have flooded the market. Situa-
tion is more alarming in the
muffassil towns and rural ar-
eas. Apart from processed food
stuff crops produced by the
farmers are also devoid of qual-
ities like flavour, taste. nutrition
etc. In short following are some
instances how foods become
unsafe for consumers.

1) Edible oil imported in
bulk are often not properly re-
fined and sometimes are adul-
terated with law grade oil. Acid
value of coconut oil is not prop-
erly controlled.

2) Confectionery are often
prepared using low grade flour,
eggs and other ingredients.

3] To whiten the colour of
molasses and to fry rice urea is
mixed during preparation

4) Fishes are treated with
coloured chemicals for main-

artificial freshness.

5) fattening beef cattle
urea is fed to animal. Old, weak
and diseased cattle and
are slaughtered here and
for beef and mutton.

" 6) Vegetables are moistened
with oil and chemicals to in-
crease its b tness and
freshness . Potatoes
are treated with dye to sell

ita:anawﬂuquaﬂty.

7) For of veg-
etables uﬁ fmﬂtﬂlm and
pesticides are indiscriminate

and rampant. This ultimately
affects the consumer.

8) Many hotels and restau-

rant do not pre and serve

quality food stuif and there is

lack of sanitation, cleanliness,
tion etc.

Most of the countries have
the system of food administra-

tion which is attached
with drug administration. |
draw the attention of relevant
authorities to take measures for
ensuring food safety.

M A Jalil
372/ B-Khilgaon, Dhaka

Where are the eggs?

SiT, A recen! news ilem dis-
closcd that about 20,000 new
pﬂultriy farms since 1992 pro-
duce lakhs of extra eggs per
month. Where are these surplus
eggs? Yoesierday | bought a hali
(4) for Tk 16

Who are these new con-
sumers al inflation estimated at
14 ';)rr cent (DS editorial, Oct
24)” Unless the price comes
down to 10-12 taka for 4 the
middlc class and the fixed in-
come groups cannot afford eggs
for breakfast or for the school
children

mposition of

our
fully the usefulness of opposi-
tion in parliament. To protect
our
its
its burden for the good of our
common men and women.

issues throug
sure to create harmon

der in every expect
life.

but was not rightly noticed be-
cause the public came to know
that the issue was power poli-
tics. not anything allt:.’rjuiatlc.
The central government has
several lessons (o learn from
UP. There was not enough
transparency on what led the
cabinet to recommend the dis-
missal. Then why the threat to
dissolve the assembly when in
reality Kalyan Singh was given
48 hurs to prove his majority,
during which time he herded
members from other parties.
The sword of dissolution hang-
ing over the heads of members
came in handy to the BJP. No
one wanted fresh elections,

Kalyan Singh's job was made
casy.

The role of state governor
Romesh Bhandari is ehen-
sible and so is that of the state

speaker. That the s has
been the BJP mem speaks
volumes about his actions.

Lok
Sabha speaker P A Sangma's
suggestion to look into the vio-
lence committed by members is
an opportunity to the state
to rehabilitate himself.
ith this opening, he can re-
assess the entire affair and
point out where the BJP or any
other political party had gone
wrong.

All political parties are
barking at the wrong tree when
are demanding the scrap-
ping of Article 356, which em-
the centre to take over a
state administration in the
name of breakdown of the con-
stitution. The issue is not
whether the governor should
have rs to dissolve the as-
sembly but whether the politi-
cal parties have any code of
€thics to follow whereby the
horse-trading of members is es-
chewed.

As the Muslims of Bosnia
were being annihilated, begin-
ning April 1992, the diplomat
Bovecnment whs ;05 Pothog.”

t was : "do nothing.”
The US should do nothing about
"old conflicts”. Kissinger sug-
gested. Surprisingly. that
statement echoed the senti-
ments of bigots and Zionists
who abhorred the creation of a
Muslim-majority state in the
heart of Europe!

A.Ithuth Kissinger had ac-
cused the late President Anwar
Sadat of Egypt of having a "car-
nal” relationship with power,
he became an instant admirer
of Sadat, when the latter signed
the Camp David ce treaty

. with Israel in 1979. One would

have expected a true man of
to take a more active
ﬂi' Rabin-Shamir-Arafat's Mid-
[

Netanyahu became the Prime
Minister, however, he threw his
lot with him. "N u has a
different mandate from the Is-
raeli people”, he reminded ev-
eryone. Sure, in the world ac-
cording to Dr. Kissinger, the
peace process has to sway ac-
cording to the whims of Is-
raeli voters. Accords signed by
the previous Israeli government
are of little consequence. The
Nobel Peace Prlzcthwinncr was at
it — e

of the Middle East Peace pro-
cess!

The

guru of American
culture

Pop-

said: "Everyone I:vlrtht;l 1
: as ime-
for fifteen minutes.” In
extended fifteen minutes on
the world stage, Dr. Henry
did some good. It is a
at he also wished

innocent people he did not
much care about — conduct
of a Nobel

I

Meanwhile, the require is
halching up grandiose sche-
mes, may be from these surplus
c¢ggs — including 87 billion
Ganga Barrage. when the
wai list for a new tel
in Dhaka city is (wo years, with
18,080) being the hightst In uhe
18, in the
world; and spies at the bank
counters follow the drawn cash

and decamp with the money in
Rotten eggs! (we can’t say

some grapes, as our local
grapes were really too sour).

A Zabr
Dhaka

Usefulness of
opposition in real
life

Sir, It is a pity that most of
people do not understand

. We must
deeper meaning and lwpcmpt

One should remember that a
kite flies against the wind. If the

party in power shared views of

tion on various national

dialogue, it is
and or-
national

In my opinion, we must

match patriotic feelings with
that of tion to avoid con-
flicts an
order to build u
values and discipl

misunderstanding in

democratic
ne in politics.
The sooner. the better Let

the kite in the sky teach us to
avail of the advantage.

Abul Ashraf Noor
[(tarma. Dhaka



