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International

REIEFEFRY | US presses other powers to

i g isit Canada, Mexico:
1an tt;»'E J‘?’l}‘Slt -anada, 2
and Mexico later this month, the government announced

Tuesday, AP reports from Beijing.
Jlu%:ﬂw.ﬂﬂ-!ﬂﬂﬂttntmmﬂhﬁ:lﬂ;‘;:m:
the Asian-Pacific Economic meeting ancouver,
said. Jiang will

e o e NS5 o B
Smoke haze delays food drops to PNG:

fiying conditions, fustrallan dcience licials aakd T

y. AP
reports from Port Moresby.
Australian officer Lt. Col. Norm Cognet said
the hazy conditions have stopped C-130 Hercules flights into
Kiunga, the hard-hit Western 's ::m'ﬂ drop-off area,
and delayed helicopter flights there inaccessi-
ble m.mu.mmmm.w
said . "It's not stopped U:‘;hlf.l'ﬂ. but it's us
achieving the delivery rates we 5

Indonesian workers go on strike:
Thousands of workers, most of th women, at one of
Indonesia's largest cigarette manufacturers have gone on strike
hrl'llﬁhum a company official said Tuesday, AP reports

akarta,
Jamal, a spokesman for PT Gudang Garam, said the workers
peaceful protest Monday out 5
Kediri, 690 kﬂumefreu [43?1:11:5] east of the capital,
Jakarta. : -
9 die in Pak bldg collapse: »
house collapsed in the old city the northweést frontier

provincial capital of Peshawar early Tuesday killing nine
mle. ng four children, police officials said, AP reports

Another four were critically injured when the build-
Mmﬂ’“ slept, officials said. ‘brick home was in
the of the congested old city of Peshawar and a
to the authorities the owner was adding a second story, whic
may have caused the building to collapse. . |

Meonday a possiblée sale to Greece of seven
Chinook helicopters with M-60 dnd M-2 machine guns,

The estimated cost thepm'm-laa_?ﬁnlﬂmn
dolhr:thehﬁohnldtna cation to Congress. "This
ance in the musmm-wn‘:ﬁouamm-
Mﬂu;&g;m:wm.'mmm .

ICAO meet held in Canada:
Some. 130 civil aviation chiefs from. around the world gathered
in Montreal Monday for an unprecedented dis, 1 an how to
beef up security on all commercial flights; AFP reports from

The equation was

. address to the International Civil Aviatién Organisation® "The

; ::ﬂmputnd growth of air traffi¢ willlead to mere accidents,” he

!

' from Was

level of among countriés; he said. * .. E
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Cohen cancels Asia trip: racedun
Sebretary WIliam Cohen and resdant Chik:y oo Defence

n t ton's milit
adviser canceled plans Monday to trﬂtliﬂ Aﬂawﬁ% l'ﬂ)l::'tri
Cohen been scheduled tucdepm't'lilifﬂ:ﬁ'nudly for Seoul,
have Rept B out of Wealighes. s 18 o toé that Sowia

ve ou i [

Shelton, chairman of the J tcmm&mphﬂm m?u
leave Tuesday for s in Japan and South Korea. He was to
Be rehirned o W on Saturday., - , - .
Russian border gq'uards- kill 1:
Russian border $ patrolling the wolatile Tajik frontier
killed one man enter the

they fired on a grou
Central Asian republic from M@anMﬂaImnidu
e crotkos e ek

ﬁmpﬁ-ﬁ' , Dushanbe, rowrenle

guards HI‘I _ wamﬁ -which failed to

the infiltrators on the river Pyan w 1€ .

border Aﬁuﬂ.\‘dl command said. The dgardn also detained two

other an gunmen in the incident late Monday. Border

&n‘d officials wouldn't say why the Afghans tried to cross the
r. : :

s

US slogans and cm

Rene Liu, Ieﬂ; acknowledges spectators' cheers as Tseng

Jing Looks on during awarding ceremonies in the 10th
Tokyo International Film Festival in Tokyo Monday. The
Taiwanese actresses staring in "Murmur of Youth” shared
the Best Actress Award, competing with 13 films selected
from 317 entries submitted from 50 countries.

" — AP/UNB photo

Combination of drug shows
treatment of hepatitis C

CHICAGO, Nov 11: An exper-
imental combination of drugs
shows promise in treating pa-
tients suffering a relapse of
hepatitis C, a liver infection
that kills tens of thousands of

le worldwide, AP

reparts AP.
Gary L Davis said Monday

that a new study showed that a
drug called ribavirin, when
combined over six months with
interferon. the standard
treatment, boosted the

?gﬁcuunexs of interferon ten-
The combination produced
long-term improvement in 49
per cent of patients, compared
with less than 5 per cent in pa-
tients treated with interferon
alone, the University of Florida
professor of medicine said at a
of the American Asso-
ciation for the Study of Liver
Disease.
Liver disease from hepatitis
C is a most common reason for
liver transplants. The virus in-
fects millions of ple, but
most don't know it use the
virus initially causes flulike
sym that are often miid.
en acute infections go
untreated, up to 90 per cent
into -term disease,
such as cirrhosis, cancer or
slow liver failure. Even with
treatment of the early infec-
tion. only 4{3“5)131‘ cent of pa-
tients respo favorably. Of
those patients. half to four-
fifths of them have a relapse.

The eomly approved treat-
ment for hepatitis C is inter-
feron, a mqutntthheuc version of a
protein € body produces
to fight viruses.

Davis' study, carried out by
more than 50 in tors in
11 countries, involved 173 aduit
relapse patients who were as-
signed to get the combination
regimen for six months and 172
assigned to take interferon and
a placebo. The patients were fol-
lowed for six months after

e or side effect
from add m‘r:iih.lvirin was
e e T
cernn ts doses

An expert not involved in
the research called it a signifi-
cant advance.

‘This is the first time we've
shown undoubtedly that a
combination of drugs in the re-
lapse patients in superior to

said

just a ; the
expert, Dr Norman Gitlin. chief

of he%:t Emory Uni-
versity M Centre in At-

lanta.

People most likely to be in-
fected by the virus are drug
abusers, who had gotten
tattoos or had their bodies
pierced, and patients who re-
ceived transfusions before 1990

urlhm undergone kidney dial-
ysis.

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 11:

The United States other
mu'l Monday to slap a travel
on as in

its hnhh_‘:-::fkuﬂng tuiall:hltl:s
to e a part in -
w“ncﬂonl. AFP.
But diplomats at UN head-
New York empha-

sludthunllﬂdummk-
solution

to the crisis over Iraq's refusal
to allow US nationals to carry
out weapons ons. -

“There is still time yet for
them to consider their next

to a
could address the Security
Cuuncﬂthand make ﬂlllp case t:é'
ending the embargo if Baghd
reversed its position.

The United States, backed by
Britain, crafted a resolution
that called for a travel ban on
Iraqi leaders who block arms
inspections and threatened "se-
rious consequences” in re-
sponse to further defiance, US
and British diplomats said.

"It is our view that this is a
strong resolution with teeth
that would send an unmistak-
able ,» US Ambassador
Bill Richardson said.

The resolution was to be
formally presented today an
diplomats expressed confidence
that France and Rassia. which
had in the past abstained from
tougher measures t Iraq,

come on

Iragis shout

anti-US slogans
Meanwhile, shouting anti-
mat-
tresses, hundreds fami-
lies flocked to one of President
Saddam Hussein's palaces on
Monday to act as human
lhi?ds against any US military
strike.

‘With our lives and with our
blood, we will sacrifice our-
selves for you, Saddam,” demo-
nstrators chanted as they
entered the palace to defy a po-
tential US attack following an
overflight of Iraq by a US spy

"Clinton, hear this, we all
love Saddam Hussein," they
said.

US President Bill Clinton,
backed by Britain, has not ruled
out the use of military force in
retaliation for Saddam's deci-
sion on October 29 to ban US

working.for.

- ﬂnmﬁﬂmmm:m" -

en, women and ' children
carrying portraits of the Iraqi
leader made space for them-
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Iraqis who came to protest inside the presidential palaces

) . e i
e v, et 3 o z e

in Baghdad Monday praying to God to protect their
country from a possible American attacks and to lift the

sanctions from Iraq.

selves to sleep on the marble

floors, moving the furniture
about in Saddam's on the
river Tigris in ad as the
UN Security Council prepared

to discuss the showdown over

arms inspections and sanc-
tll‘.llilﬂ. ital

raq's official news n
INA saqid hundreds of f:gﬂig
had volunteered to sleep in
Saddam’s palaces to "defy an US
gﬁfressinn against these sym-

s of the nation.”

In another sign of tension
amid street demonstrations,
motorists filling their fuel
tanks formed long queues at

gtml stations, clogging up traf-

Elsewhere in
dreds of Iragis up for the
"Fedayeen (fighters) of Sad-
dam," a paramilitary force. One
of the volunteers made his
pledge with his own blood after
cut his arm.

.. The United States sent a 1J-2
?)a; plane over!irag  for' the
nited Nations on Monday buit
Baghdad kept its guns silent,

saying it flew too high for Iraqi

, hun-

|
-
|

— AP/UNB photo

anti-aircraft defences to shoot
" protested to UN Secre-
to

eral Kofi Annan over
the flights and warned that "We
will respond to this flagrant
violation of our mmt:m
and our airspace in a way e

reserves our sovereign

E:cuﬂty,' he said. o

Later Monday ty Prime
Minister A:l.:Dq@::t Annan
and other UN officials in New
York to call on the interna-
tional community to hear
Baghdad's case before consider-
ing measures to force Iraq to al-
low weapons inspections.

"Give us a chance. Give us a
ch::ce before stam an-
other unjust resolution against
Iraq. told a news confer-
ence.

But US State Department
:ﬁkuman James Rubin said

Washington was Lz_a:elung A

JIf Iraq refuses to back down
after the vote on a resolution,
“our options remain open,” Ru-

enpdemﬂ
PN SS9

.bin said. referring to potential
g:ﬂtary action against Bagh-

of
pecial Commission
of disarm

| to take a "day
inspections, foll
seven atrll%:ﬂ:iayl of helnf
turned back sites, a UN of-
ficial said. ;

A crippling oil embargo in
force since Iraq's invasion of
Kuwait in st 1990 cannot
be lifted until UNSCOM con-

the elimination of Iraqi
weapons of mass on.

Tareq Aziz calls
Albright a liar

Iraq's Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Aziz the latest
salvo in 's war of words
with Washington in United Na-
tions late Monday, calling US
Secretary of State Madeleine

t a liar. :

ed, shortly before a Secu-

rity Council meeting on Iraq
about Albright's weekend de-
scription of Iraqi President
am Hussein as a "co -

tal liar.” Aziz retorted that "the
persons who accuse the others,

slap travel ban on Iraq

- those are the lars.”

whether
t were a

To a reporter
he meant that Alb
liar, the Iragi envoy replied "1
she ‘tbe (a . but
ortunately she is.”

Mubarak urges Saddam
to resolve crisis with UN

AP adds: President Hosni

Mubarak a ed Monday to
Iraqgi mmm Hussein to

Butamdtnthedlq;utewlth'tm
nited Nations over weapons
ins J

e also warned that the
whole on could be affected
and u that the current dis-

pute be resolved diplomatically,
not militarily.

Mubarak's statements, is-
sued on his return to Egypt from
a trip to Saudi Arabia, were re-
Rortad by Egypt's Middle East

ews 2
mmumhaderuidhe
had sent an a to Saddam

Iraq was com
resolutions not
anything." MENA quote

Mu as saying.

D his two- in
'S&’t&dmm, M&“-“‘i‘m‘
| PERE ' and" CYfbowrt'!

with v
Prince ah to discuss the

Middle East peace process and
the Iraq-UN crisis. .

|

The Daily Star 9

Japanese team leaves for
DPRK to improve ties

TOKYO, Nov 11: A delegation
led by Prime Minister taro
Hasimoto's ruling party left for
Pyongyang on Tuesday on a
mission to pave the way for
normalising diplomatic ties
with North ea, reports AP.

Du their three-day visit,
10 mem of the delegation
will meet with top aides of
North Korean leader Kim Jork
11, officials said.

They are expected to meet
with Kim Young Sun, a secre-
tar&oaf the ruling Workers Party
of Korea, Vice Premier and For-
eign Minister Kim Yong Nam, to
discuss wayu to restart official
normalisation talks, the Kyodo
News ag reported.

The delegation, led by
Yoshiro Mori, chairman of the
ruling Liberal Democratic Par-
ty's general council, is the first
in two and a half years to be

sent by the ru]in]E arty.
Four other P members,

four I:oliuctans the coalition
Social Democratic and Saki-
ake parties, and a Foreign

nistry official, are also in
the d tion.

Chiel Cabinet spokesman
Kanezo Muraocka expressed
hopes for "straightforward and
fruitful talks."

Earlier Tuesday, North Ko-
rea's official Korean Central
Broadcasting, monitored in
Tokyo by Japan's Radio Press,

uoted a spokesman for the
orth) Korea-Japan Friend-
ship Association as saying the
group welcomed the delegation.
e planned visit by the

ation reflects the desire of

the peoples of North Korea and

Japan, and meets the demand of

the time." the unidentified

spokesman was quoted as say-

:-2& "North Korean-Japanese
tions should be improved at

an early date and should not be
yeci' any longer."

Most recently, the two coun-
tries agreed in August to hold
talks aimed at normalising
ties.

The delegation overlaps with
the homecoming of 15 Ja
women living in the North as
wives of North Koreans. For-
eign Ministry officials said the
timing was a mere coincidence.

The visit of the women is the
first of its kind and was the re-
sult of long and difficult negoti-
ations between the two coun-.
tries, which have no formal
ties.

Hillary leaves for
Russia finally

ANDREWS AIR FORCE
BASE, Maryland, Nov 11: The
four presidents who considered
the Boeing 707 their flying
White House probably never
thought anyone would cross the
former Soviet border in it to
share American secrets for suc-
cess, reports AP,

But six years after the Cold
War thawed, first la
Rodham Clinton left
do just.

She had left once already —
on Sunday night — only to re-
turn quickly alter a sensor light
indicated a fire in an e e on
the left side. Members of en-
tourage dubbed the redo
"Groundhog Day" After the

movie that featured comedian
Bill Murry living the same day
again and again.

On Monday, the 25-year-old
plane took off again with
Hillary Clinton and about 40
advisers, Secret Service agents
and journalists on an eight-day
tour of Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Rus-
sia.

onday to

American Airlines flight crash in Dec 95

Cc;lom bian investigators clear
air traffic controllers of
any wrongdoing

. BOGOTA, Nov 11: Colombian
inve tors cleared air traffic
controllers on Monday of any
wrongdoing in the December
1995 crash of an American air-
lines flight in the southwest of
the country, in which 159 pas-

sengers and crew died, reports
Reuter

The chief prosecutor's office
laid the blame for the disaster
squ on the crew of the Boe-
ing 757, which plowed into a
tree-covered mountain minutes
before it was due to land at Cali

f airport en route from Miami,.

[}
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Florida in Septetnber, a US fed.
eral judge said the American
airline pilots, who died in the

é Wﬁu fq-_ll';..lﬁll’l i

disaster, had been n
engaged to "willfull miscon-
duct” — opening the way for
hefty compensation claims
from victims' families.

"The chief prosecutors’ office
determined that the actions of
the air traffic controllers at
[Cali's) Alfonso Bonilla on
airport were within the legal
parametres established for
these cases and therefore no
type of legal responsibility can
be deri from those actions,”

gent and

" a statement from the prosecu-

tor's office said.

“l-a"’s'fﬁ:rfcin's flight' 965
crashed into the Andes moun-
tains on Dec 20, 1995, after
veering wildly off course.

ORLANDO, Florida, Nov 11:
Cholesterol is bad, t? but
there's a good kind of choles-
terol although it to can be bad.
doctors told an American heart
association conference on
Monday, reports Reuter.

Several studies m'clmted at
the conference challenged pre-
vaili assumpptions about
cholesterol, which can clog ar-

teries and cause heart disease.
Bristol-Myers Squaibb Co

researchers Frmm two stud-
les they said showed it was not

necessary to lower cholesterol
as mtl.::h as doctors thought they

Tests involving Bristol's
drug pravachol (pravastatin)
lhow# Ill:; ;ﬂud&jch is less
powerful than rugs, pre-
vented deaths, heart atlgk gnd
su procedures just as well,

ravachol only lowers low-
densit Iipoprulc n (LDL — the
so-called "bad" cholesterol that
sticks to artery walls) by about
25 per cent, compared to be-
tween 45 and 50 per cent for
Merck and Co's Zocor
(simvastatin) and up to 60 per

cent for Warner-Lambert Co's
lipitor.

"The conventional wisdom
has been that need Lo push
LDL levels as as possible —
hat bigger is better. But these
studies call that theory into
question. They turn things up-
side down," said Dr Cryer.

In a second contradictory
study, Alan Fogelman of the
University of California San
Dieigo and colleagues said so-
called "good” cholesterol, the
kind that doctors like because it
hd?e prevent the build-up of fat
in the arteries, has a bad side.

They said HDL could cause
heart attacks in patients who
have just undergone surgery
and in those with severe infec-
tions.

It may even spell trouble for
people with chronic inflamma-
tions, such as rheumatoid
arthrities, they said.

"We've learned that two or
three days after surgery, HDL
changed from an anti-inflam-
matory into a pro-inflamma-

lory,” Fogelman told a news
conference.
"The risk of heart attack

gocs up, even though the levels
of HDL remain the same.”

j_Assumpﬂt_ions about cholesterol challenged

In'cxpu-lmn:nta on mice and .

monkeys, the researchers fund
the same was true when
infection was present, because
inflammation seems to

the effect. LDL conversion co
antl:»l{l pose a risk to people
with chronic inflammations,
though there has been no re-
search to prove this

"We dd know there is a hjﬁ.
incidence of people wi
chronic inflammation having
heart disease,” Fogelman said.
But they said the effect was
not strong enough to justify

stopping attempts to raise lev-
els oF lﬁL.

Earlier on Monday, re-
searchers at the University of
Rochester said doctors were
failing to get their patients’
bl cholesterol down low

enough.

They told the conference
more than 60 per cent of the
5.000 g‘auentn being treated for
high cholesterol they studied
failed to get their cholesterol
levels down to recommended
levels and recommenced more
aggressive treatment.
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Women of troubled area cry at a protest rally on Monda

T
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y in Karachi. Me

ey
T SR e

mbers of rival eth-

nic groups clashed on the streets of southern Karachi, leaving one 16-year-old boy dead

and 11 injured.

— AP/UNB photo

| Political repres

sion in Vietnam

on the rise, says HR group

HANOI. Nov 11: Economic
freedoms aside, political re-
pression in Vietnam remains
rampant with the Communist
Party tightening its hold on
power and institutionalising its
means of control, a new study

finds. reports AP

Pmdur:igf the first expan-
sive study ol Vietnam's human
rights record in several s,
New York-based Human ﬁghtl
Watch-Asia released a report

y saying political re-
pression in Vietnam is on the
rise and being legitimized
through legal reform.

In its E-pa.%t}:c report, the
group alleged the widespread
use of "administrative deten-
tion" to hold dissidents and
pro-democracy activists with-
out formally charging them.

“This is yet another case in
Asia of economic d;;tiﬂ;p;f}fﬂt
not producing any politi ib-
erty or reform whatsoever and
maybe even the reverse,” said
Human ts Watch-Asia ex-
ecutive Jones.

The government is Hanoi did
not respond to requests for re-
action to rﬂmpm‘t but has re-
peatedly it respects indi-
vidual freedoms and has ac-
cused human rights of
meddling in its internal affairs.

The study was released just
days before leaders from the

French-speaking world con-
verge on Hanoi for the 7th
Francophonie Summit. Among
top taries att:ndu:F will be
French President Jacques
Chirac and Canadian Prime
Minister Jean {I;Jhreum

“Vietnam's foreign partners
should urge the government to
increase transparency and ac-
countability within its process
of legal reform.” the human
rights orgnisation said.

The report said "adminis-
trative detention” was a famil-
lar means of social and politi-
cal control in Vietnam.

During the 1930s, Colonial
French authorities in Vietnam
arrested and held without
charge suspected communists.
Later, the Communist Party
employed similar tactics

inst its opponents after the
fall of n in 1975,

A political directive
Communist Party Directive 31
— signed earlier this year by

former Prime Minister Vo Van
Kiet legalised administrative
detention, despite constitu-
tional protections against the
practice.

Citing numerous cases, Hu-
man Rights Watch-Asia said
Vietnam was holding prisoner
political and religious dissi-
dents simply for expressing

their desire for greater democ-
rac¥_hur llplﬂtual freedom.

e Forei Ministry has
recently s Vietnam wasn't
holding any political prisoners
and insisted that inmates
were criminals under Viet-
namese law.

The Communist Party’'s reli-
glous affairs commission, how-
ever, admitted that top Bud-
dhist leaders were held
prisoner, but said they had
committee crimes against the
state.

BUdd[E':ndm"?'}':ik; Thich

ch Hu

ang are currently bﬂnngT-

for supporting a church

rivali the state-sanctioned

Buddhist Church of Vietnam,

said Le Quang Vinh, the director

of the Government Commission
on Religious Affairs.

Human Rights Watch-Asia
listed the two monks among
nine dissidents and religious
leaders currently imprisoned in
Vietnam, but said many others
shared the same fate.

“The international commu-
nity should urge the Viethamese

government to release immedi-
ately and unconditionally all

Fer.oni detained for the peace-
ul expression of their political

or :l'cl gious views," the report
said.
Other human rights groups

have claimed anywhere be-
tween 50 and several hundred

rmment opponents, pro-
g::nc ndmg:tu and reli-

eou are imprisoned in

Vietnam maintains a system
of political reeducation camps
in several “r:mnt: locations
throughout '

Human ts Watch-Asia
also :thge of expression
and press was systemati-

repressed by the Commu-
nist Party.

The editor in chief of a busi-
ness per was recently
arrested and c¢ with re-
vealing state secrets after his
reporting exposed and all
corruption scam involving the
country’s customs ‘

New regulations have also
limited the activities of
Journalists working in Vietnam
and increased censorship. Do-
mestic journalists are barred
from working for media
and must obtain government

approval before passing on in-
formation to foreign reg:-ttrl
in a similar report, Viet-
I}mﬁ Cumlttﬂ inm:‘n
ts u Frenc t
Chirac to lobby Hanoi for
ter adherence ton interna-

lonal treaties on political and
individual rights.

| Robotic mission orbiting Mars
to be delayed by 1 yr to map
out entire red planet

PASADENA. California,
Nov 11: A mechanical problem
on board the tiny robotic space-

sion,” he said.
Cunningham and other pro-
ect scientists used a news con-

craft orbiting Mars will force a  ference to make that point on

one-year delay in its main mis- Monday, showing new pictures

sion to map the entire red of the Martian landscape taken

planet, US space nqn'i;::lma said by Surveyor.

= S fTpens Ui The pictures showed
Scientists had hoped to be-  canyons, escarpments and

large, flat areas that resemble
dry lakebeds on earth.

Surveyor, launched late last

n charting the Martian sur-
FH‘JE next March. But they said a

small fracture in a hinge or

" between the Mars global ar. was designed to circle
rveyor and a solar panel had ars for two Eanrn. making a
required a slower flight path. detailed map of the surface and

beaming back data about the
planet's climate and weather
patterns.

Eventually, the 148 million
dollars craft will produce a to-
pographic map of the entire

lanet, a tool scientists intend
0 use in choosing landing sites
or research prospects for future
missions.

Surveyor will also examine
the terrain for evidence of water
and conditions that could have
supported life in the past.

Cunningham said the craft
should be able to achieve those
uh{acum duglte the -long
delay, though scientists are
considering shortening the to-

tal Iﬂ}glh of the mapping mis-
sion from one year to nine
months.

"Essentially, we will begin
the surface of Mars in

-March 1999, during sum-
mer in the northern Hemi-
gohm." ect manager Glenn
unningham told reporters at

the jet propulsion laboratory.
"Onglmrly. we had planned to
mn mapping on March 15,

Cun am said the dela
t add several million dol-
lars to the final cost of the mis-
sion but that the technical dif-
;?Icultiu c:'m: with a ullw;cr
ini - the opportunity for
-cie:lflm to study Mars' surface
from new angles while waiting
for repairs.
"The bottom line me e is

that this is actually a far better
mission than our original mis-




