- Polish cabinet
wins vote of

confidence

WARSAW, Nov 11: Poland's
new centre-right cabinet won a
parliamentary confidence vote
early today, clearing the last
hurdle for it to fully assume of-
fice, reports Reuter.

The lower house of parlia-
ment voted by 260 votes to 173
with two abstentions in favour
of Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek's
coalition government of his
solidarity block and the
smaller Freedom Union Party
which were successful In
September elections,

Although Buzek's Solidarit
Election Action (AWS) has 20
of the 460 lower house seats and
the Freedom Union has 60,
guaranteeing a majority, some
groupings on the AWS right-
wing had suggested they might
not back the government.

The rightists said the AWS
had conceded too much to the
liberal Freedom Union in the
coalition agreement over policy
and posts which the two group-
ings signed on Monday.

In a statement issued shortly
before the vote, 31 AWS deputies
said they would back the cabi-
net over this crucial motion,
which every new cabinet must
pass, but added that this did not
signal automatic support for
the coalition.

"Our vote of confidence does
not mean automatic sup for
all government initiatives. We
shall closely scrutinise its ac-
tivities and adopt our position
towards it by evaluating their |
usefulness for Poland.” the
statement said.

Colombian rebels
reject Castro’s

mediation

BOGOTA, Nov 11: The coun-
try's oldest and largest leftist
rebel group says it isn't inter-
ested in any mediation by
Cuban leader Fidel Castro to
end Colombia's decades-old in-
surgency, reports AP.

Marcos Calarca, a spokes-
man for the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia said
from Mexico City that the
rebels reject any intervention
by foreign leaders solicited uni-
laterally by the Colombian gov-
ernment, Bogota's EL Especta-
gnr newspaper reported Mon-

ay.

Colombian President
Ernesto Samper had asked for
Castro’s help in ending the con-
flict during a meeting of Latin
American leaders in Porlamar,
Venezuela on Sunday.

Any international partici-
pation shouvld i»e requested "by
the differen! paities” in the con-
flict and "by the majori v of the
Colombian |.eople, not nly by

the governi ient,” the rebels |
said. A T
- Castro sajy, Sunday b - would |
dh%?wtr?hii‘:i_{h:e tit:iu{d' w0 help
end the fighting, which has
been going on smce the 1960s.
"Nothing would be more im-
ortant for me as a person and
or Cuba as a country than
peace be achieved in Colombia,"
said the 71-year-old (Cuban
leader.

:French bishops
- call for talks

- with Muslims

LOURDES, France, Nov 11:
France's Roman Catholic bish-
ops on Monday called for dia-
logue between the church and
Islam. which is France's sec-
g:;'d-largtst religion, reports

Meeting in the city of Lour-
des, in southern France, the
bishops called for “"a realistic

ning" toward the country's
ive million Muslims.

+ Though most of France's 58
million people consider them-
selves Roman Catholic, the ma-
jority do not attend church.
- 'France's Muslims tend to be
much more :eligious and have
actively built new Mosques,
hich has antagonised many
£nch people, especially in
aller towns. Racism is on the
in France, and much of it is
rected toward Muslim immi-
grants from North Africa.

The far-right National Front
party wins roughly 15 per cent
of the vote in national elections
by blaming immigrants for
France's 12.5 per cent unem-
plu)lr};lmnt and for higher crime.

e bishops called for the
Christian communities to seek
out Muslims, engage in dialogue
and seek to find common
ground.

MI-24 helicopter

— =

TOKYO, Nov 11: Chinese
Premier Li Pe arrived in
Japan on Tuesday to help
smooth over relations strained
by a territorial dispute, China-
Taiwan tensions and J 's

st ened defence with
the United States, AP,
Li, on his first to Japan
m the 1989 mili crack-
on protesters at ing's
Tiananmen Square, at
Tokyo's Haneda He was
scheduled to meet Minis-

ter Ryutaro Hashimoto in the

Duﬂiu his six-day » 14
will also meet other tical

leaders, Japanese ufmr
Akihito and Empress hiko

at the | Palace, and visit
Nagoya, and the ancient
capital of Nara. .

Despite the differences be-

tween the two countries, a ma-
jor factor is pulling them
closer: Trade.

&]apan is Cl::‘lda'l lar “:
trading partner one
hlggcl;g investors, and Bﬂu
courting Tokyo's ts

bid to join the W Trade Or-
sation. China is the second
:égtat recipient of Japanese

The two are to
a new bilateral fisheries trr:g:
and Li will be making calls on
Japanese businesses, incl
a stop at computer giant

Cax;:“fﬂmei-thy.
on the agenda is the

tense standoll between South
Korea and f(amine-stricken

North Korea, and Japanese -

cerns over Chinese air pollu-
Hﬂn drifting across the water to
apan.

The visit is part of efforts by
both sides to improve relations
following an increase in ten-
sions over the past or two.

China help military exer-
cises and launched missiles in
the Taiwan Straits as t
acts of Intimidation during
Taiwanese elections in 1996,
threatening stability in the re-

gion

Then China strongly con-
demned a -lnThm of the
defence ﬁ:ldc nes this year
bet United States and
Japan, which China feared
could interfere with its claims
on Taiwan,

The conflicts added to long-
standing disagreements over
competing claims to East China
Sea islands known as the
Diaoyus to the Chinese and the
Senkakus to the Japanese and
Japan's reluctance to apologise
for wartime atrocities commit-
ted in China.

As a first step in
ties, Hashimoto went to China
in September and visited

the city where Japan
n its invasion of China in
1931. He also reassured Chinese

with

leaders that the US-Japanese
defence pact was not a threat,
Li's trip is the latest in a
string of diplomatic missions
in the region. Chinese President
Jiang Zemin went to the United
States last month, and after go-
to China Hashimoto met
President Boris Yeltsin in
Russia.
Russian Foreign Minister
) y Primakov also arrived
in on Tuesday for talks
ashimoto.

“The United States, China,
Japan and Russia are to
build relations to a level t
Wmh otlti freqn.mnﬂym the
eac er .
Asahi said in an edi-
torial . “That is a desir-
able step toward world peace
and stability.”

Li, known for his national-
istic views and criticised as a

backer of the crackdown

in ananmen uare, has
toned down his rhetoric re-
. Last year at China's Na-

Day celebrations he as-

sailed Japan for enforcing its
claim to the disputed islands.
This year, he talked about
gem ul reunification with

alwan.

Li. 68, is giving up the pre-
mier job in hl.l'lgllllldll
be interested in replacing the
head of the national legislature,

Qiao Shi, who is retiring.

before a joiiit ‘press
. three-day ‘state visit to

Russian President Boris Yeltsin, left, Chinese Presi
| mfﬁgn: ¥ Being s, Caeat, Hall
h-i-na- I U Tioga Skt i, gl g 1

Report on Rabin’s assassination

Shin Bet urged shooter to

carry out the killing

JERUSALEM, Nov 11: Hours
after the Israeli Cabinet decided
to publish parts of a secret re-
port on Yitzhak Rabin's assas-
sination, Israel TV said Monday
the report disclosed that a Shin
Bet operative urged the shooter

EPEW out the . reports

Israel TV reporter Dan Se-
mar: said he had spoken to
people who read the secret doc-
ument, which deals with the se-
curity service's efforts to infil-
trate extreme-right circles in
the months before the

Last week, cabinet [
were allowed to read the report,
a previously unpublished annex
to the official inquiry into the
November 1995 assassination.
Only a few officials had seen it
before. '

On Monday, Prime Minister -

Benjamin Netanyahu's Cabinet.
decided to publish parts of the
report in response to
conspiracy theories alleging
that the Shin Bet played a role
in the assassination,
A Cabinet statement said the
ublished report will include
Fhe commission's findings
about Avishai Raviv, an ex-
treme-right activist who, it has
since been disclosed, was a Shin
Bet operative. s
Yi

Rabin was shot b
Amir, a Jewish nationalist
hoping to end the minis-
ter's land-for-peace policies. In
its public conclusions, the state
inquiry found Amir acted
alone.

But the secret annex — as re-
ported by the TV — could raise
questions about whether Raviv

persistent .

should have known about
Amir's and even about
gy e g
io the :
‘The decision to publish
of the annex was rea ina
telephone poll of ministers af-
ter a special committee recom-
mended publication Monday,
the minister's office said.

. It must still be approved by the

Eléfmt'l' : -
ense | . Israel
said it would likely be
and uhlisht?d W day,
inc with a memo-
rial n:rj‘;ke for lghm

~ 1srael TV said the report
shows -Raviv became a close
friend of Amir's and told him as
well as others, -that Rabin
should be killed. It also details
Raviv's recruitment and his ac-
tivities while wor
Shin Bet, which uded in-

citement right-wingers.
beating Mmumkﬂures of
-Arab-owned cars and handing

out posters of Rabin in a Nazi
SS uniform. .
The TV, citing an unnamed
source, also said the report
shows. Raviv was told by the
-Shin Bet to write leaflets con-
the peace
'munians,
None of the minister who

saw the re

"Affairs and
s

conspiracy, but several said
th were disturbed
Bet's handling of Raviv.

Since the killing
right circles have
conspirac

the Shin mehow in-

t was so

volved in the assassination.

for the

process with
have said it con-
tains, evidence of a Shin Bet
, extreme-

promoted
theories claiming

According to one claim, the
%ﬂﬂ of Amir's plan and
in -— with Rabin's knowl-
edge — to replace bullets

with blanks and let Amir
them in order to discredit the

right

&;‘i'fi high- Shin
Bet officers were demoted or
su

chief Carmi Gilon re-

Wﬂ“ﬂflﬁttﬂﬂm
Shin Bet agents was be

closed doors and is sealed in the
secret annex. :

A broadcast on Charinel
2TV found almost one
in five 1 s believe the as-
sassination was theﬁgruult "of a
conspiracy.” Some cent
said they did not helmper this;
;tho?oll gave no sample size or

margin.
Netanyahu has dismissed

the conspiracy allegations as
'HMSE.' .ga

- AFP aﬁdn: Egyptian Presi-
dent Hosni ubarak paid
homage Monday to Israel's

- slain Prime’ Minister Yitzhak
'Rabin, saying

he had stood by
his commitments, unlike his
right-wing successor Benjamin
Netanyahu.

"In contrast, Yitzhak Rabin
respected what he said to the
letter,” Mubarak said, the Egyp-
tian news agency MENA re-

The Labour prime minister
was assassinated by right-wing
Jewish extremist Yigal Amir on
November 4, 1995 as he left a

Tel Aviv peace rally.

International

Chinese PM visits Japan |
to help strengthen ties

Rupert Murdoch
summoned to
appear before

Delhi court

NEW DELHI, Nov 11: Media
baron Rupert Murdoch has been
summoned to a ar before a
Delhi court on 18 in
a criminal case of alleged
screening of obscene films on
his Star channel in India.

reports PTI,

The of External Af-
fairs (M was Monday di-
rected by Chief -
tan te, Premm Kumar, to
ensure that the summons was
served on Murdoch.

|
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DMK’s alleged involvement in Rajiv murder

NEW DELHI, Nov 11: India's
embattled minority coalition

o a0 alBcia] probe o
an

one of its partners of mmm?
role in the 1991 assassination
of former Rajiv Gan-

ﬁrepm't-nﬁmday.m

Hﬁnme Minister Indrajit
Gu u;equuted imn S,
government not be-

lieve there was evidence
to substantiate the 3
Gupta spoke out the

5.280- r on iv's
death, Ehmﬁ ﬂﬂ-El.jld*l-
half years to compile and was

due to be presented to la-
ment on November 19, was
leaked to the

Its findings threatened to
spark a political crisis on Mon-
ay when the Co (n .
which Rajiv has led and whic
currently the minority
United Front coalition in
power, said it could withdraw
its support if the allegations
were true.
The probe reportedly said
that a regional party from

l Jury finds Kasi guilty of

murdering 2 CIA employees

FAIRFAX, Virginia. Nov 11 :

A jury on found Pak-

i:ur:-ly Mir Aimal Lﬂ ty of

murdering two Central Intelli-
em

Agency
993 shooting spree that also
left thr::d wounded,
sources . reports AFP.
The 12-person jury deliber-

was not said
carrying d
era, a Navy
lmwmm;-ﬂmﬂmdn
when it @ Fat 1o &
dio chall off eastern
ﬂtynfﬂgm on Mon
evening. The Pukchang crew fi-
nally on the radio af-
ter the . It was not clear
Hwhyﬂwydidmtmpmdm-
er. _
"It was five miles (eight

kilometres) from land and

within our waters. N ;

kilometres) out,” said Weera-

comalee, Sri Lanka's main
wm.whmltmbmr-
The was found to be car-
dryrl.nlﬁmg ser to the south In-
port of Madras from Dubaij

in the Gulf, said Weerasekera.
Last week, Sri Lankan Air

Force jets bombed and sank an
| unidentified- ship which was
unloading at a rebel
%l;muﬂn'ute; gueﬂlla:
an
on board were killed in the bat-
tle. The admitted los-
ing 14 : |
In July, the rebels hijacked

another North Korean cargo

ship, the Moran Bong, killi
one North Korean crewman nﬁ

after five days.
and the ship freed two mon

hours before convict-

NGOs urged to f;elp fight prostitutions in ex-Soviet fepubli_c.;‘- '

(NGOs), .the .

MOSCOW, Nov 11: She left
with the promise of a job pick-
ing apples for a good wage but
the young Ukrainian women
ended up a virtual slave in a
grungy Turkish brothel, with-
out papers or the means to es-
cape, reports AFP.

Once, the main victims of
this kind of entrapment were
Asian women, but s show

they are now outnumbered by

women from the former Soviet

bloc countries.

- "The ji‘gus Ukrainian was
-year-old. to get

home nine months later, Ft? "

nant and her life ruined,
Olga Schved, the head of one of
the few associations in the
Ukrainian capital Kiev trying
to help women who have suf-
fered such loitation, to get
their lives on track,

She was among 100 repre-
sentatives from ssilan, US
and Dutch non-governmental

organisations
United Nations and Russian
government 1:*1!1111 attended a
conference on the problem here

They urged NGOs and au-

‘thorities around the world to

te to more effectively

coopera

fight this growing scourge hit-
tln&wi.:hc former Soviet re-
pu

"Tminfmouundnolm
Dbt mum""l'“duui

are
lnmwmm

American Gillan Caldwell of

Global Survival Network, one
of the groups that sent delegates

to Moscow.

The tution trade is in-
unda with women from the
old Eastern Bloc, said Marjan

Wajers of a Dutch foundation

ey o o

former prostitutes.

numbers of

The reason for this lo-
sion in the ex-Soviet Um is
above all economic, in coun-

and :‘m;:m“mﬂ'?*#:?

ficking in women brings n

someé seven billion dollars a.

In some countries, incl
Russia, l'ﬁ:manitﬁnrinn workers
suspect that ce are given
bribes to close piﬁelr eyes ngout
such illicit ‘ .

One the huge Tverskaya
street in the heart of Moscow,

Russians claim they pay

off neighbourhood police every

t to avoid being ltopg:d for

identity checks, said Steven

Galster of the Global Survival
Network, '

A film Galster made secretly
after a two-year into the
problem, shows the heads of a
private Moscow security guard

iirm telling a prospective client
his com

m him there will be

. "We have suspi-
cions that the .um::"e mixed
. he said.

any results.
The women are between 16
and 40 years old and usually

people looking for a better life.

y can handle the their families and going

criminals.
The US State
a statement
citizens traveling abroad that
while it had "no specific threat
information,” “the potential ex-
ists for retaliation by Kansi's
thisers.
was arrested in Pak-
istan June 17, when FBI officers
burst into his hotel room dur-
ing a commando

ment In
warned US

session.
He h di
after the spree, leavi the

United States for his home
town of Quetta, Pakistan.

Some reports have sug-
gested ‘s family may have
wrkndhrﬂummthcﬁm.

Army cuts to leave
60,000 servicemen
homeless in Russia

will leave another 60,000 ser-
vicemen homeless bringing
their total number to 450,000,
ITAR-Tass reported Monda

citing a ﬁnﬂmment official,

Yefim Basin, head of the
caid that solving this probless
' 80
is "one of the important tasks of
the building industry”.
out a year
called "state hous-
certificates” designed to

B80.000 military families by

2008.

The programme calls for
subﬂdilip up to 80 per cent of
the cost sing construction

with the remaining 20 per cent
to be paid by servicemen them-

They are enticed into lea

i
it
I
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Cong (I) may withdraw
support from UF govt
if allegations are tru

Tamil

Nadu, the Dravida weapons funds
Munnetra Kazagham (DMK) m‘h from lmrtrmmm India il
which found the United ' told the Times of India
Front been involved in the that was 'no evidence' to
killing. su the findings of the re-

Gandhi was blown up by a
woman suicide bomber in

Tamil Nadu on 21, 1991. Jain.
India accused Liberation to
g of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a mmmmpﬂ:ﬂhﬂamﬂ
Lm.ufthn Mgmﬂh" ::p-ruun, Gupta was quoted
mgﬂnm were Congress spokesman Vithal
. S
47 Prisoners been involved “and if the United
. Front does not take action,
JOHANNESBURG, Nov 11
At least 47 prisoners have es- ype | '.ﬁmm
caped since Friday in eight sep- mt,ilmhdiemd
; mtchrmhﬁ'nmjllh.m to have linked to the
cells and courts around minister's decision in 195'5
AﬁmAE:;hc: said Monday, re- gsend Indian peacekeeping
in the t escape, 22 lndit:n&:rmpu soon found
awaiting- hﬁml fled  themselves caught in the cross-
ffﬂmpghu ing cells in  fire between the LTTE and the
eastern Mpumalanga province Sri Lankan army. They were
in three separate incidents withdrawn in 1990 after suffer-
early Monday. ing around 1,140 casualttes.

Off the Record

It was just a prdnk?

DUBAI: A Ugandan doctor used an alarm clock and a TV re-
mote control disguised as a bomb to rob a currency exch
shop in the United Arab Emirates but was seized as he fled,
newspapers said Monday, reports AFP.

The doctor, who was not named, warned staff that he would
blow up the shop with the device, which was wrapped in paper
bearing the "bomb" and a picture of a skull.
rﬂgﬁ bn?de nliay “::c}:l rnu}l;: an 12,000 dollars but was ar-

a police wvas chased his victi
a market of the ng'anf Duar;al. thw%‘ re it s fhimmvi

| i€ reports said.
The doctor, a surgeon with a monthly salary of around 4,900

ﬂfrﬁ“{g- told a EP;Jl’l i:’ wuilu;tc afu;;{ank. Butdthe judge sentenced
one year in prison to be followed by deportation f
oil-rich Gulf state. " . H e by depo n from the

- . : l I'. i
Diana’s last Versace
suit fetches $47800
ROME: One of the last outfits created by murdered Italian de-
signer Gilanni Versace for Princess Diana raised 80 million lire
(47,800 US dellars) at an auction held on Sunday for cancer re-
search, reports Reuter,
Versace's brother Santo told state broadcaster RAI that the
simple, black wool crepe suit was designed just before Gianni
was shot on the steps of his Miami mansion in July.

Princess Diana was due to receive the elegant outfit in
Sltr:ptunbcr. but died in a high-speed car crash in Paris at the end
D Hllml.t L 5 & | ] ||-

The auction was shown live on télevision dnd’ biddifg Was'
brisk, the eventual buyer was not named. ' = R
Besides the Diana suit, a black jacket created by Versace in
1992 for his close friend Elton John was also auctioned, raising
20 million lire. .
The same amount of money was bid for a signed soccer shirt
Egia _ ttclal E:;_az:illan sli’:'rirklzli' I;:lnﬂgn a:uf well as for next year's
on e famopus Pire endar, featuri ho
by Bt Waey . ous, Tirell ng photographs
A signed shirt from the 1995 footballer of the year, Liberia's
George .Weah, raised four. million lire, while a shirt worn by
[talian national strikér Alessandro Del Piero was bought for
S5 milllon, . 0t e R Tl D o
All proceeds from the sale will go to the.lfalian Association
Cancer Research, which Versace had supported. He himself

for
suffered from an ear cancer!

. ‘Prehistoric ceremonial

-~ site discovered
Lﬂ_r;pgﬂ: Bhal'isﬁ?t.ilmm sy ha;; discovered buried evi-
limmbppar:tmpmm' 'mh:q:m AFP i

as st , reports AFP.
English heritage officials. said Friday that a geophysical
sunqhadmmtﬁeﬁwd’mofﬂmy t and most elabo-
rate” prehistoric. ceremonial sites ever in Britain.

The find was at as least as old and of comparable signifi-
;:ha.nﬂ:atﬁthc Bronze Age Megalith monument at stonehenge,
c{uhcaﬂmatﬂmtmprﬁmmmmw
by a series of well-known $tone circles. It was detected with in-
Ei:mrhiﬁm chie . :

e Dt [
Poor 'Princess Jasmine'!

ORLANDO, Florida: With few clues, in ! searched
on Monday for the mother of a newborn girl discovered in a
toilet :}: Disney World's Magic Kingdom amusement park, re-

The girl was only minutes old when found by two women
Saturday night, her head above the water with the umbilical
cord wra around her neck. Dubbed "Princess Jasmine" by
nurses, she was in stable condition Monday at a hospital.

Most theories about what h wéedmﬁmhﬂid_thlt
the mother was a teen-ager descent who managed to
conceal her ancy and didn't to have her 3.1-
[T—p%znlz_% -centimetre (21- daughter right there in Dis-

n 2
=% ess is that she is under 20 and is

"Our best a ju-
venile,” said County sheriff's Detective Matt Irwin.

Hundreds of people have called the tal and a children's
welfare an interest in the baby

Thcbah;ywhuu comes from a character in the
animated cartoon film "Aladdin." was aw any other
newborn at Arnold Palmer Hospital for C r'en and Women,
m%HTEﬁ&dy full term. healthy-look

"The a s—a -
ing baby. Y?:yu would an she had such an interest-
ing start in life," she told reporters. She cuddles quite nicely.”

il

Swedish Crown Princess Victoria is greeted in her new
office at the United Nations Monday by Swedish Ambas-

sador to the UN Henrik Salander. — AP/UNB photo



