DHAKA WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1997

OUTH Asia has seen more
D) Shp e v
ts in
than any other n in the
world. | do not have to tell you
about the massive population
displacements which took
after the tion of the a
in 1947. estimates put it
at 15 million persons. Despite
the trauma which the tion
ted through one of the
most painful human tragedies
in history, it goes to the credit
of the ments and
of this that the
and others who survived the
carmmage were given an opportu-
nity to pick up the threads of
life once again. There was no
external assistance available.
The international refugee
agency which existed at that
time, before the crcal;l&m of
preoccup -
marily with the refugees in Eu-
me who were created as a re-
t of events during World War
Il
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Refugees and Challenges Before South Asia

_ | by Shamsul Bari

extent, scope and intensity of
the humanitarian crisis that
these movementis generated,
they stand out most promi-
hnentl_v,r in the annals of refugee
istory.

UNHCR's first involvement
in the sub-continent was with
the Tibetan in India
and Nepal. Then came the
Bangladesh crisis in 1971.
Since then UNHCR has been in-
volved with almost all the
refugee and the displaced per-
sons movement in the sub-con-
tinent, in one way or another,
except with the Bangladeshi
hill-tribe refugee grm‘;gs in In-
dia which has been dealt with
on bilateral basis. UNHCR is
ha to have been able to as-
sist the governments of the re-
gion in providing care and
maintenance to many of these

mtﬂ?m in camps and in

durable solutions
for their problems through vol-
untary repatriation. Just to cite
a few recent examples: over 2
million Afghans were assisted
to return from Pakistan
between 1992 and 1997, over
two hundred thousand Myan-
marese refl have returned
home in the last 2 years, 54,000

" have returned from India to Sri

Lanka in the recent years.
My purpose in citing all
these and statistics is

to draw r attention to the
Wth of population

ts in our
The reasons for such di

ce-
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war and political, ethnic, religious persecution unleashed both by state and
yjor challenges for the international comm o-dc
ments are more or less known  refu and laoeg'pcrwnl 1990s. 6 million persons were
to you all. They are rooted in in the world ay, whom  displaced within and among the
the colonial past and the politi- round 26 million persons bene- t states of the
cal developments which fit from the services of UNHCR. former Soviet Unfon, now
evolved over the years culmi-  About half of these s are  called the CIS Countries. The
nating in conflicts and crisis. ~ refugees in the legal sense of the  consequences of the break-up of
Even though one hopes that word: people who have left their former Yu via and the car-
such crises will not erupt again, own country to escape from nage in snia Herzegovina

persecition, armed conflict or
violence. The other half are in-
iernally displaced persons or
IDPs. se are persons who are
displaced for the same reasons
as but who have not left
their country.

While during the cold war
period, population displace-
ments were most frequently
caused by armed conflicts
which were fuelled by big power
rivalry, post cold war refugee
flows are mainly matnd
internal conflicts on eth-
nic violence and other sectarian
factors. One scholar has de-
scribed them as "destructured
conflict" which are "identity
based."

The events foll

it is prudent that as con-
scious citizens of the states of
this region, we pay more atten-
tion to this phenomenon which
has recurred with such fre-
quency and tenacity in the last
years. While in the past the
countries concerned dealt with
each wave of the population
displacements with the inher-
ent' humanitarian instincts
which is so characteristic of
this region and did not feel the
need for a legal structure to deal
with them, more recent devel-
() ntufclt:ari dcmunutraﬁc

need for such an approaci.
The regional consultations of
the Eminent Persons Group of
South Asia are thus both timely

and pertinent. the fall
Let me now try to relate the  of the Berlin Wall, ch saw
South Asian experience to the  the break-up of the former So-
global . I shall share viet Union and the dismantli
with you, in brief, some of its of the eastern bloc, at
salient features. the biggest wave of displaced

~ There are some 50 million

l,: . .‘: "

population movements in the

- repatriation to -
1, and we hope this
will happen soon; close to a
hundred thousand Bhutanese |
of Nepalese origin who
L in in 1991
the ority of whom are

internally displaced persons
who were di i.’no:d thin Sri
Lanka in the 14 . We

can get a picture of the

of the problem of refugees and

displaced persons of this re-

gy

. clearly

which resulted in one of the
worst human tr ies of the
modern times are all well
known to us through the global-
isation of the information me-
dia. The suffering, pain and
displacement generated by the
conflicts in Chechnya, No-
orno-Karabach, Abkhazia,
uth Ossetia, Tajikistan, all
in the former Soviet Union, are
equally known to the world. If
we add to this the monumental
human tragedies in the Great

Lakes of Africa, particu-
larly in , Burundi, Zaire
(presently the Democratic Re-
public of Congo), the trauma of
which may have all
previous tragedies Africa,

ﬂnd thcmemﬂer crisis in Soma-
a, we appreciating the
enormity of the world re
problem even after of the end
cold war. Add the more recent
crisis in Liberia, Sierra Leone
and Er:nrllfu Brazzaville, you
start sing that something
is terribly amiss in interna-
tional nffnlr;.ht All th:h‘:“
tragedies are a on con-
science of mankind. They call
for a greater international at-
tention and action.

The humanitarian crisis of
ns
intra-
ntlteu m::;d emttr-ltlte war and
po 5 nic, I-
secution unlealﬁgg::hpehy
state and non-state forces,
one of the chal-
enges for the international
community to-day. There is
a need for concerted
humanitarian action whose ob-
ective can no be con-
ned to assis-
tance to the vic-
tims but must also include
adoption of clear and firm -
cies and measures aimed at
d with the crisis more ef-
fectively when they arise but
more importantly preventing
them from arising in the first
place. A gathering like ours to
day and similar gatherings all
over the world, of concerned cit-
izens, can help develop these
policies and measures. The
most ideal approach must be
the develo t of an inter-

1 displaced persons who are the victims of intra-state and inter-state
non-state forces, poses one of the

and international order in
which the safeguards for human
security are given the same, if
not greater, importance, as
those for state security,

The need for a re-dedication
to the international legal
regime for refugee protection
has been accentuated by some
recent developments. For
sometimes the restrictive asy-
lum practices of the western in-
dustrialised world have been a
matter of concern for UNHCR
and the concerned citizens of
the world. The more recent de-
velopments in the Great Lakes
region have witnessed some of
the worst abuses of refugee pro-
tection. When Governments
openly, systematically and in-
tentionally violate the most
basic principles of refugee pro-
tection with ap nt impunity
in the name of national secu-
rity, the system itself is funda-
mentally weakened. In many of
today's conflicts refugees are
not only victims of persecution
but also its target. Such a devel-
opment adds particular impetus
for international concern. The
international regime for
refugee protection, so painstak-
ir:gy developed over the last
fi m itself needs protec-
tion y."

The world is one now domi-
nated by moves towards global-
isation and economic integra-
tion, It is inevitable that no na-
tion will be able to escape from
the effects of globalisation.
Humanitarian action too has
become an object of this devel-
opment. Already significant
strides have been made towards
democratisation, political plu-
ralism and the t for hu-
man ts in the domestic
sphere of the states. There is a
move to reflect these develop-
ments in the international hu-
manitarian order. I see the role
of the leadership of South Asia,
both within and outside the
governments, to contribute 35-
nificantly towards this goal.
This is a challenge for this em-
inent persons gathering of
South Asia and mt::'t become a

ent aspect of its agenda
in the years ahead. C

Already three of the coun-
tries of this region — India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh — are
members of the Body
of UNHCR. This was not true

even five years . At the last
annual the Executive
Committee of UNHCR, which

month, all these three countries
were prominent in their partic-
ipation. This is most encourag-
ing. The efforts you have under-
taken to develop a legal frame-
work, based on regional specifi-
ties, for the guidance of the gov-
ernments in the region, can be
extremely useful. Governments
should understand that a civil
society is based on the rule of
law which, first and foremost,
must ensure the respect for and
the protection of human rights,
both of citizens and non-citi-
zens on their territory. To-day
the ideals of a civil society is no
longer limited to the territo
of the state, It covers the whole
world. It may be a long cry be-
fore these ideals are fully at-
tained.

Bangladesh, is a country
where a large section of its po-
litical leadership and a signifi-
cant portion of its population
had to experience refugeehood
before the birth of the nation.
This is also a country, like most
other countries of the region,
from where there is a continu-

ous migratory movement
abroad. The need for an inter-
national legal regime to deal
with all types of migration,
whether forced or voluntary,
must, therefore, be well under-
stood in this country, and the
other countries of this region.

UNHCR is ha[grpy to have
been able to help Bangladesh at
its birth. It is happy to have
been able to help the coun

towards resolving the problem
of refugees which it faced in the
late 70s and since the early 90s.

We applaud the efforts of the
government in negotiating a
peace settlement in regard to
the conflict in the Chiftagong
Hill Tracts and look forward to
an early agreement so that,
among other things, the
refugees, created by the conflict,
who are still in India, will be
able to return home soon.

The author is UNHCR Direc-
tor for Central and South West
Asia, North Africa and the
Middle East.

- BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination
of 37th Prosecution Witness

Continued from yesterday
ROSS-examination of PW-
37 in Bangabandhu mu-
rder case, Reazul Huq, a
then radio engineer, resumed
when the court reconvened on
Monday.

Advocate Sharfuddin Mu-
kul, the defence lawver for
former State Minister for In-
formation Taheruddin Thakur,
completed his Sundaﬁl's exami-
nation of the PW-37. He mainly
give the witness some denial
s ons.

ter, PW-37 Huq was exam-
ined by advocated Abdur Razzaq
Khan, the defence counsel for
accused Lt Col (retd) Sultan

Shahriyar Rashid Khan. Fol- -

lowing are the excerpts:

Q: Khandaker Mushtaque
Ahmed was a minister of
Bangabandhu's cabinet till that
day gust 15, 1975). Isn't it?

A: He was a minister. But |
don't know till when.

Q: Were the army personnel
used to come to radio station
during every government?

A: ? didn't come before
August 15, 1975. They started
moving in and out of the radio
station from that date.

Q: The Dhaka centre of the
radio was captured. What about

try?

A I don't know what occured
in other centres,

Q: Do you know that Voice of
America (VOA) broadcast the

news of army cou in
Bangladesh at 5:00 am nlzl Au-
gust 15?

A: No, | don't know.

Q: People of Bangladesh are
Very much accustomed to lis-
tening to the VOA,

A: Those who listen (to VOA)

can sag.

Q: Did Brig Khaled Moshar-
raf came to the radio station on
August 15 and later?

A: | don't know whether he
came there later. However, |
heard he had come to the radio

station on August 15,

The junior of defence
lawyers for accused Lt Col
(dismissed) Syed Farooqur
Rahman and Lt Col (LPR) Muhi-
uddin cross-examined him
brlei":lly.

Advocate Gazi Zillur Rah-
man, state defence for abscond-
ing accused Lt Col (dismissed)
Khandaker Abdur Rashid also
briefly examined the PW-38.
Pronob Chandra Roy, after his
deposition.

— UNB

Further texts of cross exam-
ination will be p

lished as and

linked and integrated national took place in Geneva last

| other centres across the coun- when received.
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Message of Honourable

Prime Minister

Message of Honourable
Finance Minister

Message of Honourdble

Chairman

A  the Company has
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In between, ten vears have elapsed successfully since the inception of the Company
& | am extremely delighted 1o express mv optimum sansfaction as well as best
appreciation to all who helped the Company to reach this present standard & sta-
tus.

It is indeed a great pleasure to commemorate the “First Decade” of the Company
ceremonially on November 12, 1997 with due pomp and grandeur in remembrance
of the achievements during the illustrious years, we have passed through 1 hope,
this august occasion will inspire all of us with the glorious past and rejuvenate in sus-
taining the glory of the Company in the days to come.
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Central Insurance Company Lid NALGTSH! AHTH HITTE ﬂlﬂt& Chairman

Central Insurance Company Ltd.



