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Good Work

Rules are simple. These become complicated
only when they are broken making room for aber-
rations. Another seasoned but ironically lapsed
thought about rules is that those who are privileged
to apply them for or on others are themselves sub-
ject to norms set under the constitutional law of

the land.
All of this truism finds an eloquent vindication

in the recommendations the Public Administra-
tion Reforms Commission (PARC), headed by vet-
eran civil servant Kazi Fazlur Rahman, submitted
to the Prime Minister's Office on Monday.

The PARC has made no bones about the fact that
if the existing secretariat manual were followed in
terms of the two-week stipulation for delivery of a
reply to or an action on 'any communication from
any quarter,’ the administration's accountability
to people and its efficiency wouldn't have taken the
dip these have. The commission has now recom-
mended that barring exceptional circumstances
requiring more information or explanation for de-
cision-making, the 2-week time-limit can be re-
laxed up to a month at the most with the proviso
that the applicant has been fully kept posted of the
developments. Importantly, in all cases, the justi-
- fiability of the decisions made must be communi-
cated to the person who had approached any gov-
ernment department or ministry.

The PARC has advanced some highly practical
suggestions for reorganising the totally chaotic
and deliberately secretive service delivery systems
with ready reckoner type display boards, well-
stocked and -manned information booths and
complaint boxes. An efficient mail receiving cen-
tre at the entrance of the secretariat with acknowl-
edgment receipts provided and a string of letter
boxes to go with it can largely obviate the daily
heavy crowding into the nerve-centre of govern-
mental activity.

A world of experience has been brought to bear
on the set of preliminary recommendations placed
before the government. These sound even more
praise-worthy when one gets to know of the abject
paucity of logistics and material support that
stalked the commission's footstep from day one.
It's a good committee as has been evidenced by the
first installment of its output. We urge the govern-
ment to extend all kinds of logistical support to
boost its remaining work.
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Receding Promises

No, Mr Khan, your assurance of a load-shedding-
free Bangladesh by July next year cannot cool the
frayed nerves of the nation's power consumers,
from a manufacturer to an agriculturist to a stu-
dent. Rather than soothing as a balm it almost
rubs salt in the national wound. When the present
goverament -teok- charg
critically ill. The dynamism it showed then con-
vinced people that the suffering then caused was in
truth none of the new government's doing and,
more importantly, things would soon start looking
up soon. What has happened to that early flash of
dynamism?

One big reason of the energy crisis was reac
necessary amount of natural gas to the turbines
. and the government executed an overdrive to build
the needed gas FIPEHHES for that. Another big prob-

0

lem was lac enough transmission grids to dis-
tribute the huge energy quantum produced by a re-
juvenated Shikolbaha.

Mr Nooruddin Khan, the minister, in his an-
swer at the Jatiya Sangsad on Monday has based
his optimism about load-shedding only on the
barge-mounted plants. Why? What we need is a
clear, detailed picture of the power situation.

There is a talk of power pilferage being a big fac-
tor in load-shedding. But the government has mis-
erably failed to take small and easy steps that
could greatly improve the awfully unbalanced de-
mand-supply situation in the power sector. A very
effective measure was announced by the govern-
ment at the very outset. All shops and markets
were to be shut down at six in the afternoon. Why
didn't the government enforce it? If the business
people felt unhappy with it, it could be pushed fur-
t.llw; into the evening. Why was this allowed to fiz-
zle

How can a city go for wasteful and meaningless
illumination round the year in the shopping ar-
cades in a load-shedding situation? This was al-
lowed to go on quite absurdly. Why? We believe the
unannounced black-out-every-night programme
could be greatly curbed if these two measures were
enforced. Close shops at seven and eliminate fancy
illumination and reduce lighting at government
buildings and big establishments at night time —

and the nation will acknowledge your concern ov
load shedding as sincere. e -

New Thai PM

Changing the government was one of the most
urgent things that the Thais needed to do to stop
the slide of their economy that started several
months ago. But the problem was to choose who
will form that government. Faction ridden Thai
political elite were much too divided to bring out
any clear winner. This delayed the choice of a new
government which postponed the prospect of eco-
nomic recovery.

~ With the selection of Chuan Leekpai, an honest
and well thought of politician, the s may have
found a temporary solution. It must be remem-
bered that Leekpai was the Prime Minister not too
long ago and it was the present political elite that
contrived to dislodge him. Leekpai has a reputa-
tion for honesty and integrity rare among other
Thai leaders. But his main weakness is lack of de-
cisiveness and being slow — two qualities that
could prove to be disastrous at the moment. What
Thailand needs now is a fast moving decisive lead-
ership that will take some bitter and radical deci-
sions to put the economy back on track.
Leekpai, leader of the Democrats Party, has fi-
nalised his coalition government, which is ex-
pected to be much more stable than that of his pre-

decessor's. We really hope so. If anythlrﬁ
needs a stable government and we really hope it

gets one now. With the economy in shambles, if
governments continue to change then Thailand
will be in far greater trouble that it has so far faced.
We hope that Thai leaders realise the need of the
hour and stop their factional fight and put the in-
terest of the country far above their own.

e, the-energy sector was

current ment — came
out with a horrifying
picture of the education boards
of the country. It documented
scores of examples — strewn
across all the ards — that
clearly Indicate that these
educational boards work like
where anything
and everything is possible.
Given appropriate incentives,
they are ready to distort
registration materials, lead out
question papers, overlook ex-
amination rules, certify defec-
tive examination centres, ma-
nipulate results and merit lists,
and counterfeit vital docu-
ments.

. If one all these find-
ings of the Force to be true,
then it would mean that the re-
sults of hundreds and thou-
sands of students were manipu-
lated systematically year aflter

by a section ol unscrupu-
ous officers, teachers, and
other vested interests in the ed-
ucational boards. That means

UST a few days — a Task
' Force, appointed by the

that many of the smiling faces
the people saw in the front
paﬁ. of — after the
publication or HSC re-

sults — may not be quite well
deserving. It also indicates that
the educational boards not only
did a deplorable job over the
years in measuring the aca-
demic performance of millions
of students, the also literally
defrauded the nation.

What is most surprising.

HEN I think about the
future of Bangladesh |
am sometimes remin-

ded of ; Af
a frog Appnrmt::y“:m{lou

dump a frog into a pot
water it will jump right out. Bu
if it is put in a cold water

and the water is slowly brought
to boiling point, the fatuous
frog will just sit there till it is
boiled to death. This animal
tendency to assimilate, adapt
and a t everything around
us as natural is choki
Bangladesh as a nation,

will ultimately lead us to an
unhealthy \
In 1971 gave up

their lives to wrestle the fate of
Bangladesh out of the hands of
Pakistan | cannot remember
the time, but in old I can
see the jubilation of the people,
the dream and hope etched out
on their faces. Bengalis could
finally fashion their destiny!
Rather than grief for lost ones, I
saw excitement about their fu-
ture and that of their genera-
tions. They and their children
had been vered from virtual
slavery and could consider
themselves inde ent citi-
zens of an independent nation.

A quarter century later | think
we need to ask ourselves, have
their dreams come true. [ don't
want to speak for all but to
venture my own opinion — no,
we have been sadly let down by
our leaders. We need not go very

T appears from the first day
qu th parliament session

i.e. August 30, 1997 and
subsequent occurrences that
BNP intends to pay the AL back
in its own coin. If this
behavioural pattern continued,
national interest is going to
suffer as it always does when
partisan interest overrides the
national one. The country must
not again slip into a state of
confrontation because it has

nlreaﬁ paid a heavy price for it
over last few years. Political
instability has affected the
country adversely. Donor
nations are still a big help but
fnrel%inv:stmﬂlt has yet been
shy. This has made the already
sluggish economy more
sluggish. It is a stark reality
that the state of political
stability and peace is the
precondition  for foreign
investment and unless and un-
til such situation prevailed in
our country the possibility is
not to be t whatever conso-

lations and assurances pro-

vided by leaders each time Bwy

return from visits abroad.
However, it is enco to

note the Dr Mahboobul Haque,
a renowned economist and
former finance and planning
minister of Pakistan recently
said at a UNDP meeting that in
the next 15 years Bangladesh
might emerge as an econormic
force in Asia and it may even
surpass Pakistan and India if
invests in HRD (Human Re-
sources Development). The logic
behind his vision as far as I un-
derstand is what a Japanese
Economist opined "everything
increases in diminishing return
but if human skill and energy is
exploited it increases in
increasing return”. Since we
have a vast population and if
they can be and turned
into a working force then cer-

tainly th will become a
tential agnnmlc force and his

- Why not English?

Sir, Bangladesh Public Ser-
ﬂ?ﬂummtl inviti ppll::
ve a -
tions for the 18th EES exami-
nation. The educational quali-
fications for the post of
"Research r (Economics)”
were 2nd class Honours with
2nd class Masters in the

disci of pure Mathemat-
Mathematics, Eco-

ics,
nomics, Banking, Islamic His-
tory and Culture,

Botany,
‘ Chemistry, Soll Science, Me;ﬁ-

cal Science etc.

It is a matter of great regret
that those who have the same

Why there i

And there is no r

ment are
cost of

traditional
countries,
come the next
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s No OQutrage against C

rimes in the Educa

however, is not that the educa-
tional boards are routinely in-
volved in such a travesly with
national fate. Many other or-
ons, in which this hap-
nation puts in undivided
trust, are also doing the same.
The problem is, mlc don't
know much about because
were not scrutinised
scorching eyes of a Ta
Force. Why not appoint such
Task Forces on the public uni-
versities? Don't the have
the ts to know what they
are in the nanﬁ:fn democ-
racy or autonomy? again,
so what? If all the dirts of all
these o sations are dished
out, sprinkled all over the city
or the country, what follows
from that?
it has been several weeks
now that the report of the Task
Force on educational boards
was made public. What hap-
pened? In this city of sounds
and furors, and proces-
sions, meetings and confer-
ences, who gave a damn to the
report? Nobody cared to
demonstrate anger, was
ashamed or outraged. Life is ab-
solutely normal — so far this is-

sue is concerned. The question
is: how can a nation's con-
science accept such a dreadful

squandering of its present and
future without demonstrating

sharpest possible infuriation?
And then, what is the role of
the government in all these?
The government appointed the
Task Force. the government
made its report public, isn't it
the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to make sure that ap-

by CAF Dowlah

propriate actions are taken to
stop all that and safi the
nation's interest? at have
the government done lately to
revamp the educational boards,
to stop such a di 1 dete-
rioration of moral as well as le-
status of these institutions?
the ment give up this
issue in the middle as it did
with the stock market scam or
bank defaulters? Can the gov-
ermmment treat the country’'s ed-
ucation system in the same

manner?

In such a backdrop. it is,
however, encouraging to note
that the government has re-
cently decided to put in hoild the
results of thousands of 1995
HSC candidates, besides sus-
pending 20 t college
principals and withholdin
public-part of the salary of

private college principals. The
charges against these people are
gruesome any standard —
these so-called teachers., ad-
ministrators and students were
involved in large-scale mock-
ery with the public education
system in the country. They
helped each other in orc at-
ing a scam of unfair means in
examination halls, falsifying
registration and identification
documents. and out an
elaborate network to bend the

The Frog Syndrome

by Wasim Rahman

whole system to their advan-

e But again, the same vernacu-
newspaper — that reported it
on Saturday last — maintains
that organised forces, along
with their political sponsors,
have been actively in
the power corridors to make the
government's decision ineffec-
tive. The p;:tblcm i!b}lf these

can a comumit-
ting such a l::gnuu crime
against the nation and its fu-
ture, what would be left for the
nation to live with or live for?
What the nation can do with a
bunch of illiterate, uneducated
and unlearned certificate-hold-

Or course, almost
in the country is so

ravaged that is Ses Nno-
to know that thousands of
st ts — over hun-

dreds of examination centres in
rural as well as urban areas —

regularly resort to wunfair
means as if it is part of their
fundamental ts as citizens
of the country, se, such

a mockery with the nation's ed-
ucation system could not go on
for year after year, decade after

decade,
It all began immediately af-
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tion Sector

E:lmwsk;tmgﬂ th.i:r':Irf o Enuwnl
: years, it

in leaps and bounds in the ab-
sence of any formidable social
outcry or ernmental crack-
down. Although unfortunate,
none can deny the fact thﬂa;
many — now steering
wheels of the country as civil
servants, college and university
other professions — intention-
ally or unintentionally took
advantage of such a rotten sys-
tem. No wonder, their off-

springs

privilegel No wonder, thefmm-
progress report is full o
red marks! After all, what else
could be more effective to de-
stroy a nation's future thanp
ravaging its education system?

Of course, is can't be true that
nobody is outraged with the
current state of sys-
tem in the country. Of course,

there are millions of out
there who know in hearts
that the is a
reci for rmanent back-

wWar their nation. Of
course, there are hundreds and
thousands of well-educated,
well-meaning people around
the country who know that a
well-managed modern educa-
tion system could easily help
the nation to land in prosperity
and technological sophistica-
tion in a matter of a decade. The
question is: why then nothing
seems to be in the

ter the liberation war, every  country in that direction?

With the

ical parties, the lack of emphasis on infrastructure, the weakness in our education systems etc. etc, we cannot

proceed with development or survive in the next millennia.

far for the answers. If | walk to

a busy intersection during rush

hour today, what will | see? A

foul, polluted. noisy environ-

ment. Impatience,

ety and unhagplnen on the
faces

anger, anxi-

. Crowded, swarm-
disorganized city streets.

ite in the

villages. Although the overall
q of life has gone up out-
side the cities, there is still an

overwhelming presence of

y. lack of education and

povert
dearth in the basic amenities
that we take for

ted

Bangladesh not deserve

this fate. The "emerging X"
label is only a fantasy now but

gt. The necessary ingredient

y achieve this tar-

r development and improve-
present today. With
uction rising in the
manufacturing
Bangladesh has be-
target of foreign
o

to draw [rom. There is indica-
tion that we have vast reserves

of natural gas. The list is famil-
lar to all and it goes on. But this
is not enough to ensure eco-
nomic nirvana.

Without a good chef, the best
of Ingredients will ﬂroduce an
unsavory broth. Wi sound
strategy the most sophisticated
weapons will lose the battle.

With the present slate of
leadership and politics in
Bangladesh, the state of im-

between our leading polit-
Eal parties, the lack of empha- .

sis on infrastructure, the weak-
ness in our education systems
etc. etc, we cannot with
development or survive in the
next millennia. The recent atti-
tude of the donors, forei
banks and investors should
make this quite clear.

It is no revelation that pri-
marily we need political stabil-
ity in our country. To reap full
benefit of the é!flcnt Hmrt:]lllc
advantages angladesh, the
political s need to amend
their agendas. As the moment
they have elucidated that,
rather than constructive oppo-
sition, their main bargaining
tool will be strikes. b N

and other destructive cam-

widely known that the people
no longer support economical
detrimental ams. For lac
of imagination the leaders are
forcing the same sonous
medicine down our throats and
so far we have no say against
this treatment. Countless arti-
cles against strikes etc have
been written in most ‘mu
pers but have un
our leaders. has been no
change, rather, with each call
for sanity, we see fresh calls for
agitation. It is a continuos and
systematic blackmail of the
le the very representa-
we sent to power. But
why is there no collective voice
ag t this, o we Ihﬂlﬂ?
stronger than the 0
iticians, but mltmjr:uepm
eld hos by their absence of
foresight. We do not support

their agenda but we are not
heard. es published in the
papers have just been so much
rhetoric; the problems remain.
A concrete and positive step
needs to be taken, someone has
to venture forth and bell the cat.
Question is — who will it be?

'Bangladesh Politics : Manifestation of

Since no alternatives have
been put forth so far — I have a
proposition. The Dally Star
usually tries to portray
a paper with a conscience; an

let it put its money where it's
prcvid a6 RuAIble Vs 16 the
an to the

B ahas thai Docas 1o avoud
shap is
toward lest The

impartial voice. Well, for. once,

s |
Daily Star  shoul

Then it should lead a crusade
against this. Dedicate a page, or
:hﬂart of a g, ‘day to
hjc.\l:ﬂm a suitable end is
ac . It cari solicit articles
from intellectuals, writers,
journalists but, more impor-
tantly, from businessmen,
business owners, factory own-
ers, farmers, people in fowns
and in cities, people who are al-
uru:::,!r gwmﬁupmtgheaqerm

are ar
to see this country realize its
potential. Jt will also have to
take this e and convey it
lo the paliticians, urge them to
resporid and take héed of the

Revenge, Whim and Caprice? =

by T M A Samad

true, and there is no doubt about
it because the greatest asset of
Bangladesh is its diligent and
painstaking people. Investment
in human resources in
desh is thus economi-
cally profitable and socially
beneficial. But there have to be
as political will, determi-
nation and persistent efforts
relating to up]:orl.unity. At pre-
sent the employment opportu-
nity is very m:agcg The n:l
ing garments industry an
shrimp and leather are
facing a serious threat due to
GSP which of course the gov-
to rem!:reh ho iuﬁ}ﬂe;ﬂnﬂgh
¥ m ] t
be able to resolve to some ex-
tent. Such eflorts should be
made at all levels with sincerity
to achieve success.

In parliamentary democ-
racy. the Speaker is a symbol of
unity and governance by dis-
cussion. u.iﬂ;ln i:;:paé'ua] Sp!‘i_ﬂlﬂ?l‘
represen the dignity ol the
house wnul& ate the house
since he is the king pin in the
system. We all know that par-
liamentary democracy incor-
porates stout opposition and
their unhindered expression of
opinions and views is the
healthy practice of democracy
but at the same time we must

. remember that an essential ba-

sis of parliamen democracy
is cooperation bctat;ryeen the op-
position and the government.

Despite our political differ-
ences, we all should come for-
ward to address national issues
more emphatically. Unfortu-
nately, instead of addressing
the national issues, unneces-
sary bic take place in
the session which carries no

onours with 2nd class Mas-
ters g:free in sh Literature
are eligible for the above-
mentioned . But Why
are the ts of De-

partment Aren't the
students of sh Department
suitable for research work? (Are
Islamic History & Culture,
Botany, Chemis etc. more
relevant for ce in Eco-
nomics?) It seems to me that
PSC is discouraging English
while virtually it is a must now
for each and every job.

Md Solaiman Khandaker
Lecturer in English
Comilla Cadet College, Comilla

sense and "hartal” and "barri-
cade” had become other regular
activities which cause immense
loss to the nation. In this con-
text 1 fully endorse the views
by Mr Mahfuz Anam,
tor of The Dally Star during
a recent television discussion
on hartal. He had Er;%h%);
pointed out that Radio
should be made open for opposi-
tion's of views and
the government should not un-
dermine the status of opposi-
tion and refrain from provoca-
tive action, like removal o
bailey e from the Crescent
Lake. Noted columnist Mr Abed
Khan's recent interview on stu-
dent politics is another coura-
geous pro and he de-
serves hanks for presentin
such deliberations. In fact,
ournalists play the role of be-
‘the conscience of a nation

e 1t Tore the ety
resenting it e

Eftl:ll tang risks on their own
position person.

It is worth menti that
opposition leader is considered
as the wai Prime Minister
in UK. The opposition should
have the patience and wait for
their turn in the next gemeral
election. Meanwhile, they must
work in and outside the par-
liament in a constructive, well
thought out manner and with
non-violent attitude in the in-
terest of the country and the

while continuing to log
in ruling party's mistakes,
whims, caprices and corru
tion, if any, and making e
aware of . At the same time

and programimes, both pitical

'
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he:r' India and Pmdr stan have
at daggers drawn since
independence from the British
colonial rule in 1947. Leaders of
the two countries have been

constantly each other
over half a to solve the

century
Py sl o K

It appears that Indian and
Pakistani leaders have made a
vow that th would never
make an on Kashmir. So
far there has been no consen-
sus and no over
Kashmir that has bedevilled re-
latien between the two giants of

SO Ahd infortunately the world

can take all these into consid-
eration while casting their
votes in the future election.
Calling frequent hartal, barri-
cade and indulging in destruc-
tive programmes and actions
will not definitely be a plus
point for them rather these will

annoy the people at large. No

rational n can su the
issue for holding meeting on
road the traffic. It has
to be sto at one stage and

can not be continued any more
and a consensus on this issue is
inevitable.

Consensus on other issues
like transit should also be ar-
rived at. Since thousands of
students and patients are
to India for education an
treatment, there is little harm
in provi transit facilities to
them w will bring eco-
nomic benefit to us in return.

What is more i t is that
we need to develop genuine na-
tionalist feeling and patrio-
tism. The Neth s is earn-

ing millions of dollars thro
transit facilities. Border rela-
tions between USA and Canada
is superb. So why should we not
be more pr tic on this is-
party one

their mind that the t gov-
ernment is not s with
the BNP government in 1996.

The BNP could come to

if tg; could accept
m ch:ﬁg’ge of caretaker gov-
ernment tion ins of
holding a farcical election on
February , 15, 1996. That pro-
vided the turning point for
Awami League and the

real cause of fall of BNP gov-
ernment. The opposition leader
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leaders and the UN who always
asseverate their good intention
for the solution of Kashmir

should behave _
should be more calculative,:jif
wants to sustain

jibur Rahman. So
points of view celebration of
controversial birth day is abso-
lutely ridiculous: Moreover, not
adhering
hoisting the national flag half-
mast is another offense and vi-
olation of State disc :

. Hence, 1 would like to sug-
gest that our civic education
should include law, democracy
and human rights in order to
build and strengthen a culture
of political tolerance in our so-
ciety at lmast for the coming
tions. :

haps, it would not be ex-
ting to mention here that

blic property”.

yand.

8. She

i

les fortunes.

essure by the business
community t secure some
results, they can hold the
ﬁhuﬂm accountable for the

nd they provide. At :
nntﬁtl:rltuﬂawyof

term thinking among the busi-
ness community. Everyone is
interested in making a fast
buck by ullf? the politicians
for leverage. In the meantime

they are neglecting the lont—
term fuundaﬁnnlr#mt need
het]ﬁ:dmﬂm'themm Eruﬂilt
in manner Banglades
soon be unfit to live in, let alone
to do business in. And what will
the subsequent generations in-
herit?

| warn our leaders to under-
stand the urgency of political
stability. This is a period of
global economic turmoil and
economic hardship. As we step
into the next millennium there
is a general sense of uncertainty
in most ns. In this situa-
tion our country will have to
work very hard to survive and
develop. The people are obvi-
ously willing to struggle, now it
is' up to you — give us a chance.
Let us work ourselves towards

well being, if not perity.
The wa u are us w¥ll
Yy yo !ﬂﬂrﬂ?

- lead to poverty and,

poverty will only bring evil and
dutru};ttnn. :

The author is a highly edu-
cated young entrepreneur in the
garmernits sector

a essman Randolph
who ca said. "A man
of s abilities, but utterly
carrupt, shines and stinks like

to be
under corrupt politicians and
dishonest civil servants. Unless
‘can come out of this vicious

|
g

i
iEce
!

g
|

novated so that the honest

anddndi:ltedpﬂeﬂnm

ol b ak el Pebohs ot g

a .

0 o e
an expectation

after 21 years of exile they

" thy. I urge upon the hm-'t‘:t

Prime Minister by

my concern for one thing
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