Gujral defends his c‘oalitilon govt

Cong (I) asks UF govt to form

NEW DELHI, Nov 10: India's
Congress Party has reaffirmed
its support for Prime Minister
Inder Kumar Gujral's 15-party
coalition but urged the alliance
to form a panel to promote co-
ordination, party officials said
today, reports Reuter,

"'i"ht Congress Party has
been lending support to the UF
(United Front] meticulously.”
the decision-making Congress
Working Committee (CWC) said
in a resolution passed after a
three-hour meeting on Sunday.

“It is essential, however, that
to rationalise and strengthen
this relationship. a broad. deep
and continuous dialogue be-
tween the Congress Party and
the UF is institutionalised at
the earliest ible in order to
avoid friction in the future,” it
said.

The United Front was
formed last year. Congress is
not part of the centre-left al-
liance but agreed to support it to

panel to pr

oust the 12-day-old
of the Hindu-nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
the largest in parliament.

A coordination panel pro-

[)oaed then has yet to’be estab-
ished.

Congress, India's oldest
party, is under pressure to put
its house in order, the BJP said
publicly earlier this month that
it would welcome Congress de-
fectors and in the northern
state of Uttar Pradesh, more
than 20 Congress lawmakers
defected to the BJP government.

“It (defections) has embold-
ened the party (BJP) to launch a
psychological warfare...” the
CWC resolution said.

Congress also renewed its
charge that the BJP is biased
against India's minority Mus-
lims.

The Hindu newspaper quoted
Congress president Sitaram
Kesri as saying at yesterday's
meeting that there would be no
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Violence claims 1 in Karachi:

Members of rival ethnic groups clashed on the streets of

southern Karachi Mnnd:ﬁ'.

and 11 injured, police said,
The fighting, which

the Mohajir gg

began on
ami Movement, which represents Indian Mus-

leaving one 16-year-old boy dead
AP reports from Karachi.

unday. is between members of

lims who settled here 50 years ago. and members of a group
representing people who are indigenous to Pakistan's southern
Sindh province. One Movement member was killed on Sunday

and four others weére injured.

Hil]m?-y‘s HTj\te:t forced to turm back: A
plane carrying Hillary Rodham Clinton and heading to Central

Asia was torced to dump fuel and return to Andrews Air Force
Base after experiencing "technical problems.” No injuries were
reported, AP reports from Washingion.

An official on board the plane, who did not
said a light indicator signaled a problem with an e

aide to Hillary

give his name,
ngine. An

said the plane experienced "technical problems,”
but could provide no other details. A half dozen

re trucks

greeted the plane carxlng the first lady and her entourage when
r

it landed at Andrews

orce Base at 9A55 pm.

Hun Sen's 5-day Jagan

Cambodia's strongman Hun Sen 1

tri]‘rq) ends:

t Japan early Monday.

ending a five-day visit that included a meeting with Prime

Minister Ryu

taro Hashimoto to discuss the aftermath of the

bloody coup in Cambodia. AP reports from Tokyo.

During his trip. Hun Sen said he would accept a royal pardon
of co-premier Norodom Ranariddh whom he overthrew but only
after the ousted leader returns to Cambodia to stand trial. Hun
Sen said in a communique that Ranariddh would have to face
charges of illegal import of weapons and cooperation with the
outlawed Khmer Rouge rebel group.

9 Russian

lots freed in Co

Nine Russian pilots Ireed from captivity in the Repubhi¢ of

Congo left for Moscow on Sunday, alon
Ukrainian and Polish women who ask

with 24 Russian,
to be evacuated,

Russian news agencies reporied, AP reports from Moscow.
The nine pilots were among 11 Russians freed Friday and

Saturday after bein

held by the forces of Gen. Denis Sassou-

Nguesso, who ousted former president Pascal Lissouba during a
four-month civil war. The remaining two decided to remain in
- Congo, according to the ITAR-Tass and Interfax news agencies.

: ¥

11 die as bus P
A truck plunged off a
killing 11
reports from Bangkok

- e
lunges in Thailand;
nding hilly road in northern Thailand
people and injuring 16, police said yesterday, Reuter

The driver, one of the injured. fled the scene, police said. The

10-wheel truck carrying

7 passengers sitting on a load of

wooden planks crashed into a ravine in Sapung, Loie province,
about 560 km (335 miles) northeast of Bangkok, on Sunday,

police said. .

omote coordination

mpromise on secularism.
ether | remain the si-
dent or not, there will no
compromise with the BJP," it
quoted him as saying.
Meanwhile, news on assas-
sination of former prime min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi in 199] has
put pressure on the party lead-
ership to ensure that le in-
dicted by the panel face stern
action.

The leaks. so far uncon-
firmed, have suggested that
people in Gujral's coalition or
close to it could be indicted.

The CWC asked the govern-
ment to help the probe and wel-
comed the mment's move
to table the report in parlia-
ment on the first day of its win-
ter session on November 19,
c‘u"'l'ht h\zuiﬁlng Committee

8 ... that the government of
India must supply all these doc-

uments to the commission so
that there is no difficulty for it

to genuinely complete its task
in the time available to it,” it
said.

AP adds: India's federal
coalition is what the people
want, Indian Prime Minister
Inder Kumar Gujral said in de-
fence of his embattled govern-
ment Monday.

“The art of running a coali-
tion government may be a rela-
tively new ence for us, but
it appears to be the only work-
able political option in the
foreseeable future,” said Gujral,
whose 14-party United Front
has been battered by infighting
and the threat of ies from
outside the coalition trying to
form their own government.

He was addressing a
of the Socialist International.
of which his Janata Dal Party
is a member.

“The coalition government

at the centre is ... in response to
the mandate of the people,” Gu-
jral said.

International

=

[ ] L]
hits Mexico

OAXACA, Mexico, Nov 10:
Hurricane Rick drove thou-
sands of Mexicans from their
homes Monday as it assaulted
fishing villages and tourist re-
sorts still wounded by an earlier
Pacific storm, reports AP.

High seas, pounding rains

and 75-mph (120-kph) winds
cut highways, bri
and forc hundreds to flee
their homes along the famed
stretch of beaches t includes
tourist resorts such as Huat-
ulco, Puerto Escondido and
Puerto Angel.
Rick hit the coast Saturday
evening west-northwest of
Puerto ido — a region
where many had lost homes to
Hurricane Pauline only a
month earlier — and began to
move inland, where forecasters
said it would slowly weaken.

Storms swirling in from the
sea on the hurricane's southeast
gl:rccd Mlilexican officials to de-

are a hurricane as
far south as the Guawa%m -
der, tho it canceled an alert
for Acapulco to the northwest.

All seaports in the area were
closed, as were airports at Hu-
atulco and Puerto Escondido,
which lost electric power.

| New Thai P

Lankan helicopter
gunship crashes

Into sea

COLOMBO, Nov 10: A Sri
Lankan government helicopter
gunship crashed off the north-
eastern coast Monday and the
air force fears it was shot down
by ethnic Tamil guerillas, mili-
tary officials say, reports AP.

€ Ukrainian-built MI-24
helicopter, known as the Hind
to NATO forces, was searching
for rebel boats in the Indian
Ocean when it went mi at
noon (0600 GMT) after n
off from a nearby air base, sai
air force officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymmity.

Search planes were
for wreckage and any of the
4-member crew near Kokkilai
village in the Trincomalee dis-
trict, officials said. The area is
255 kilometres {155 miles)
northeast of the capital,
Colombo. Officials earlier said
there were five on board.

'Sri Lanka's tiny air force,
which has less than 40 aircratft.
has lost nine planes and heli-
copters already this year, in-
cluding another Hind on March

L

A fleet of six Hinds were
leased from Ukraine three

years ago.
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New Thai Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai is led through a crowd of supporters and members

of parliament following ceremonies Sunday at Democratic Party headquarters in Bangkok.
Chuan takes on the job of leading Thailand back to economic prosperity. — AP/UNB photo

M negotiates

with coalition partners
over forming cabinet

BANGKOK, Nov 10: Newly
named Prime Minister Chuan
Leekpai J:ur red to meet with
Thailand's king Monday and
negotiated with coalition part-
ners over a new Cabinet lineup
to tackle the beleaguered econ-
omy, reports AP.

Chuan received a royal ap-
pointment letter on Sunday,
naming him Thailand's 23rd
rrlme minister, but the
s not considered com until
he has met face to lace with
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the
constitutional monarch, in the
afternoon.

Chuan, who has reputation
as an honest but slow-moving
administrator, has to
take quick and resolute action
t]ci cure Thailand's economic
ills.

Analysts said that Chuan's
Democrat-led coalition would
probably be more stable than
the New Aspiration Party-led
coalition it laced. Chavalit
Yongchaiyudh resigned as
prime minister last week.

Infighting between coalition

rs, a reputation for cra-
niums and corruption and an
inability to attract top tech-
nocrats doomed the Chavalit
coalition in its attempts to win
wmmﬂdmm and turn
aro e Thai economy.

Already stumbling because
of a drop in exports and mount-
ing debt. the economy went into
E hf:;lji f?lﬂa l:d“th uly after

t t € Currency,
sen it plunflng more
thalllﬂgg per cent in value and
necessitat a dirs 17.2 billion
bailout supervised by
the International Monetary
Fund.

Chavalit was unable to im-
plement some of the con-
ditions imposed by the IMF be-
cause of constant battles for

'China wants closer ties with
Russia, but no alliance'

BELJING, Nov 10: President
Jiang Zemin said Monday that
China wants a "strategic part-
nership” of closer economic and
political ties with Russia but
will net revive their formal al-
liance of the 1950s, reports AP.

Jiang and visiting Russian

President Boris Yeltsin, meet-
ing in a friendly atmosphere for
their third summit, planned to
settle a decades-old border dis-
- pute and work on ways to in-
crease trade, -
. Jiang, at a joint news con-
ference, described their rela-
tions as a "strategic partner-
ship,” echoing the statement he
issued with President Clinton
after their summit two weeks
ago promising closer Sino-US
ties. -

But he rejected suggestions
that Beijing and Moscow are
banding together to offset grow-
ing US global influence.

"We will not form an al-
llance, and this kind of long-
term friendly relations is not

directed against another coun-
try.” the Chinese leader said.

The Communist fraternal-
ism shared by China and the
Soviet Union in the 1950s gave
way to rivalry for the allegiance
of the socialist world. Beijing
and Washington forged diplo-
matic ties in the 1970s out of
suspicion of Moscow. Now Bei-
jing and Moscow are interested
in finding counterbalances to
Washington's power.

Yeltsin, who arrived in Bei-
jing on Sunday night, said the
two leaders had develo a "re-
lationship of trust." He noted
that Jiang studied in Russia
during the 1950s and speaks
Russian.

“It's very important for us to
improve this kind of relation-
ship between the two govern-
ments,"” Yeltsin said.

Trade is a key goal of the

summit. The two sides have set

a target of annual trade of 20

billion dollars by 2000, but this

year it may not even reach the

lackluster 1996 'level of 7 bil-
lion dollars.

Russia blames China for the
trade woes, The Russian news
agency ITAR-Tass on Sunday
gt;nted Deputy Prime Minister

ris Nemtsov as citing Chinese
trade rules that keep out
Russian planes, fertiliser. and
ferrous metals.

The border agreement, six

ars in the m . is being
up as proof of their new co-
operation. It lays out the long
eastern frontier, from Mongo-
lia to the Tumen River near the
Sea of Japan and includes terri-
tory the two fought over as re-

-cently as 1969. The shorter

western border is still being ne-
gotiated.
Jiang and Yeltsin -signed a
‘luint statement on their meet-
ng, the official Chinese news
agency Xinhua said without giv-
ing details. Xinhua quoted
Jiang as aa}dnq the two had dis-
cussed possible new areas for
future cooperation.

r between the partners in
is coalition.

“This new coalition will be
more stable because the
Dtﬂltﬁ:‘:ll are so much larger
than second | t in
it.,” said Suchit mﬁaym.
dean of the political science de-

artment at Chulalongkorn

niversity in Bangkok.

Animation film
on love story of
Quitub Shah

HAYDERABAD, Nov 10: In-
dia's first full-length eight crore
animation film would capture
the 16th century lege love
story involving the Ql:u?: S;:;:‘
Hyderabad. tu
and a commoner Bhagmati, re-
ports PTI.

‘The ambitious eight crore

rupees bilingual film, bein
groduced by Zed Institute o

reative Arts (ZICA), using a
blend of creative animation
work and advanced computer

se, would be re for
in domestic and inter-
national markets by end of next
year, the of the film,
Ashok Kaul, PT1 here.
Titled "Bhagmati®, in Hindi
and 'Queen of Fortunes, in En-
glish, the two-and-half hour
cinemascopic film would be a
unique work, Kaul, who
the national award for his
'Param Vir Chakra’', said.
A team of over 100 anima-
tion artists were busy crea
the ambience of the pcﬂudunig
the city's hlm. which epito-
mised comm harmony and
intense love that transcended
the barriers of religion and
caste.

successfully used in
human beings

ORLANDO, Florida, Nov 10:
Scientists reported on Sunday

that genetic engln:r.rtnF had
been used successfully for the
first time in human beings as
ga_e;t of two projects designed to
t blocked arteries, reports
Reuter.
One research team said DNA

Injected into 10 patients caused

eight of them to grow new arter-

ies blockages, while a
second team used genetic engi-

n to keep heart bypass

"ﬂtg:r;u tl;;:! at
gene Py been proven to
work," Dr Jeffrey Isner of St
Elizabeth Medical Centre and
Tufts University School of
Medicine in oston. who
worked on the study involving
new . told Reuters.

"In all the previous 200 at-
tempts at genetic engineering, it
has never n shown to have

lasting effect on the body
ﬁ many people thought ge-

nelic engineering was just pie in
the ,lleedded.'vfilshagean-

Isner, who presented his
findings to the rican Heart
Association, said the eight vol-
unteers who showed improve-
ment in all had arteries in their
legs blocked by atherosclerosis
— the same plaque that causes
coronary artery disease.

"Since this ?cnc therap{
works in the leg, it should wor
in the heart,” he said.

He the new therapy

could become as common as
heart bypass operations and
angioplasty. e ability to
grow new blood vessels,
whether in patients’' legs or in
their hearts, will become an-
:;l;der therapeutic option.,” he

UNSC prepares for strongest mJ ssible action
US spy plane working for UN

resumes flight over Iraq

WASHINGTON. Nov 10: U-2
aircraft have resumed their spy
flights over Iraq In service of
the United Nations, defying a
threat by Baghdad to shoot
down the U?ﬁntcd spy planes,
CNN reported early today, says
Reuter.

CNN said administration
officials briefed lawmakers on
Capitol Hill that the flights had
resumed. Defence Department
officlals were not immediately
avallable for comment, and the
White House declined comment
on the report.

CNN said fighter planes were
flying an escort near the U-2

raft, incase Irag made good
on its threat. Washington has
threatened to retaliate if any of
its are shot down.

N Secretary-General Kofl
Annan on Sunday charac-
terised the dispute with Bagh-
dad as "serious” and urged Ira?
to rescind its order to expe
American arms inspectors.

Richard Butler, the chief
arms inspector, said he would
send teams that included Amer-
icans into the field again today,
despite Baghdad's refusal for
the past seven days to allow
them to operate.

AP s, the United States
will be seeking the "strongest
possible action” against Iraq
when the Security Council dis-
cusses ad's refusal to co-
operate with UN arms inspec-
tions that include Americans.

The 15-member Security
Council takes up the issue Mon-
day aftermoon, a last-
ditch effort by Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan to resolve the
crisis diplomatically.

Annan will meet Monday
morning with Iraqi Deputy
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz. UN
officials, s on condition
of anonymity, said that if Aziz's

Catholics, police
clash over land

rights in Vietnam

HANOI, Nov 10: Thousands
of Catholics and police clashed
in southern Vietnam followin
Fnteata over land ts and al-
eged corruption, officials and
residents said today. reports

Reuter.

They reported a number of
injuries following the week-
end's violence in Dong Nai

rovince and said authorities
ad asked church officials to
help restore calm.
resident. who declined to
be identified, said the troubles
began on Friday when several
hundred women began protest-
ing outside the local govern-
ment offices in Thong Nhat
district, some 60 km (40 miles)
northeast of Ho Chi Minh City.
o Some Iged them were agitg to
ve strip in protest. ers
h:r#;l bann::rll] ut{lail "B?wn
wi 0S rom
fanng;?k

They were joined by thou-
s?.nd:n of other residents l:lellll Sat-
urday, ting riot ce to
et g s

Britain's Queen Elizabeth

Anne, right, and Prince Ed

> kdward, watch from a balcony in
Remembrance Day service Sunday in commemoration of the
old Queen Mother missed the last two Remembrance Day se

the Queen Mother, centre, with her grandchildren Princess
London's Whitehall, during the |
nations war dead. The 97-year-
rvices because of ill health.

— AP/UNB photo

resources, said Euro

EU ready to“compmniiSe on

global warming deal

TOKYO, Nov 10; The Euro-
pean Union is ready to com-
promise on its for cutting
rgrecnhnuae gas” emissions to
orge

mﬂl nt in thcuratﬂe
Eﬁlnnt obal warming, the to
nﬁpﬂntur said today, rel-)
ports 1

Jor Henningsen, EU chief
negotiator and director for en-
vironment quality and natural
was
sticking to its proposal for a 15
F cent cut in emissions from

990 levels by 2010.

But all parties had to be
ready to compromise, he told a
news conference following two
days of informal ministerial
La.IL before the December 1 UN
I{Eto conference on climate

The EU has not moved away
from its position that it be-
lieves industrialised countries
should show their willingness
to reduce their se ﬁ-

e

emissions by 1
.mmln.mnﬁrcmtby

th."t'h:re is no doubt about
1" -
But participants with "The

| most ambitious targets in the

will never be

. Unless
they can pull the others with
them," he added.

“It would be unrealistic to be-
lieve that we could strike a
com se with others if we
would just sit on our horse
and insist, and that 15 per cent
and nothing but 15 J_:r cent
could make us sign at the end.”

negotiations...
able to push,

But each of the three offers
has different bases. The United
States says its , for ex-
ample, includes six "greenhouse
m" blamed for trapping the

's heat while Europe and
Japan's include only three.

"Off course, we are all in the
F-mcuwhere“t;:vemloak
or compromises,” Henningsen
llld.ldgf:gthllﬂlcmm*l
talks in Tokyo had succeeded in

clu'ifyirm.m of the thinking |

figures.

~ Street battles in Mazar-I-Sharif

private ition is the same as
the public one, then Annan will
have to tell the council that UN
diplomacy is at a dead-end,

Iraq wants Americans re-
moved from the team, saying
they are spies. Diplomats say
I[raq also wants a
an end to the inspections,
which are the key to lifting
crippling economic sanctions
imposed seven years ago.

Annan conferred Sunday
night with the three envoys he
sent Lo Baghdad last week on an
unsuccessful mission to per-
suade Saddam to back down.

“The Iraqis have to come to
the one conclusion to rescind
their decision and comply bx

Security Council resolutions,

b=

An Iraqi woman holds an

oxygen mask over the face of

her sick baby daughter in
the Saddam Hospital for
children in Baghdad

Sunday. — AP/UNB photo

F:}““"“’Rmn, Reuter
HHeR Chaie 15 the st bl
G arggs € sSou

Judge

a pie, reports AP.
pl%:nﬂmthlrﬂwaunf

School, school officials realised there was some amiss.
The pizza onslaught was stopped at 233 pies from

Howie's.

moved to a new cafeteria.
"Shirley Poe was

don't talk in servings,” Hunm! Howie's owner David Amen said.

metable for

Too big to be in jail
WELLINGTON: A New Zealand man who
hashnmmtumﬂtnﬂumutbmmhehmw
kie, 43, was sentenced on Monday to 12 months

town of Ashburton.
hris Somerville said Dickie was too

clo or a prison bed and had problems in
chu;hiom. : 3

to prison if he had received a

Pizza onslaught

CRYSTAL RIVER, Florida: Would you like a box for that?
A Florida school's order for 400 slices of pizza
mistakenly translated into an order for 400 pizzas — at 10 slices

Shirley Poe, school district food service director, had put the
order in on Thursday because kitchen equipment was being

said one of the envoys, Swedish
diplomat Jan Eliasson. "It
would be in their enlightened
self-interest to do so.”

Annan will circulate the en-
voys' report to the United States
and other council members
Monday. US and British diplo-
mats will also spend the morn-
ing conferring with council col-
leagues to see how far t are
willing to go in punishing Iraq.

Options include bannin
Iraqi officials who obstruct U
inspections from traveling
abroad, restricting imports of
equipment that can be used for
both civillan and military pur-
poses and canceling periodic
reviews of the sanctions pro-
gramme.

"Iraqis to choose between

sacrifice or slavery"

Meanwhile, President Sad-
dam Hussein suggested that a
confrontation over UN arms
inspections might be inevitable,
saying the Iraqi people had "to
choose between sacrifice or
slavery.”

His strident comments came
l'mn.u*n1 hcfuﬁc an ;ﬁmgmbn lilj
Spy plane flying for the Uni
h’zlnm resumed ts high

o B

n reported.
n’lt"_lhcrc wnnf?hu immediate
confirmation o e overflights
by the official Iraqi News
but Iraq has threatened
to shoot down the-s g:n:.
something the I.Imtar tes
has sternly warned the Iragis
against.

On Sunday, Iraq barred UN
weapons inspection teams that
intlggnd Americans for a sev-
enth day and sent its d

minister to argue its case
the UN Security Council.

weighs 305 kg (670

detention on fraud and

for prison
places

were unsure how

recently was

arrived at Crystal River High

ungry

and | was talking pizzas. |

Fighting erupts as Dostam

KABUL, Nov 10: Street bat-

tles have broken out in the

northern city stronghold of
Afghanistan's anti-Taliban al-
liance between two 1 ri-
val warlords, independent
murmfFe;t reported Sunday,
reports ;

Sources said heavy ting
erupted in Mazar-1-S when

troops al to ethnic-Uzbek
waﬂgrd ul Rashid Dostam
attempted to disarm soldiers

al to his bitter rival Abdul

alik.

"Heavy street fighting broke
SI‘::JI:SI}' nmmin.gh
again on ay moming leav-
ing several d!:lﬁ and injured,
but now it to have died

down," a Western source said.
Another source in the city
said the clashes came after an
m by Dostam, who is
he powerful Hazb-I-
Wahdat Shi'ite faction, to re-

control over the city.

"Mazar airport is back with
Dostamm and with his allies he

seems to control most of the

cit ain having pushed out
thgr ra:‘ﬁ:aini Malik loyalists,”
the source

No further details of the

clashes were immediately
available,

In May, Malik joined with
the Taliban to oust boss and
ex-communist Dostam,
before switching back to the al-
liance and the Taliban's
five-day stay in the northern
capital.

But in the midst of a major
but unsuccessful Taliban as-
sault on the alliance city last
month, Dostam made a dra-
matic comeback from exile and
immediately set about consoli-

dating his sition in the

The battles are the third set

between the two power-

ful figures in the northern al-

liance since Dostam returned

from exile to regain his lost po-
sition

tries to disarm Malik's men

In the first set of battles,

Dostam succeeded in nfnlnlng
most of his control in the

provinces of Balkh and his na-

tive Jowzj
the ex-communist warlord push
further west

F bst.mnghold,
azar-1-Shaif, situated

around 300 kilometers (186
miles) north of Kabul, is the

la t city held by the ant-
Taliba

an, and last week saw
into Malik's

ban alliance which cur-
rently controls around one-
third of anistan.

With Dostam and Malik in

the fractured alliance are two
rival Shi'ite Muslim factions
and the ousted Kabul govern-
ment of deposed president
Burhanuddin Rabbani and mil-
itary chief Ahmad Shah Ma-

The Taliban control around

two-thirds of Afghanistan in-

the capital Kabul, and

have vowed to impose a pure ls-
Jamic state on a country
by nearly 18 years of



