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large number of foreign
companies, includin
ol the largest oi

comzmu. in the world, have
bid tion/production
opportunities in Bangladesh.
Estimates of gas reserves range
from 30 to 80 trillion cubic feet
(tcf). At two US dollars f)er
cubic feet it is worth 60 to 160
trilion US dollars. If proven,
these reserves will be larger
than those of either India or
Pakistan.

This article briefly discusses
several issues that appear rele-
vant to the present situation.
The authors hope that it will
contribute to a e that is
absolutely essential to help the
country choose a prudent
course of action. The stakes are
high and the gas reserves offer

desh the opportunity to
surmount the enormous eco-
nomic hurdles she faces.

Key Exploration and
Production Issues

N on a Block
with Multi Companies :
- This is lik to increase the
mm:lm of the offers by
. the and help the gov-
ernment evaluators to jhudgc the
mmnﬂlemphm”l' ni! e eaﬁ;

mates, ., of poten
reserves. However, the process
ot 1> K agmentatias The Jou:
to tation. ol-
lowing considers an alternative

which may be better in the con-
text of the t situation.

The current block by block
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bidding and proposal process

ars Lo have generated con-
:lpcﬂ-:ahle controversy and con-
fusion. However, the alternative

[}tttpouod some to award
hem multiple blocks may cre-
ate monopolies that are not

beneficial to the country. Con-
m?#tntly‘ oil companies who
perhaps are currently compet-
ing against one another should
be ed to form nerships
encompassing a number of
blocks in mclmartnernhip.
Several benefits accrue :

* It will help € a com-
mitted and sustained invest-
ment.

¢ It will reduce/eliminate the
current spectacle of propa-

a, intimidation, conspiracy -

allegation of influence-

bu i

e This will result in fewer

Egguctinn sharing contracts

's) for the government to
manage, the minimizing the
strain on regulatory and over-
sight bodies.

* The companies also benefit
from such a partnership. It
makes a large enough to
allow them to commit substan-
tial resources while spreading
the risk.

Partnerships s ted here
have existed elsewhere in the
world for quite some time. One
example is WAPET (Western
Australia es) between
Shell. Chevron. Texaco, and
Mobil. Similar ps ex-
ist on North a loration
and production where not only

FOCUS=

Oil and Gas Exploration in Bangladesh : Promises and Perils

by Two Concerned Bangladeshis

Natural gas reserves in Bangladesh offer the country a rare opportunity for unprecedented economic growth and

prosperity. However, unless this resource is utilized with care, the

m::- of squandering the opportunity is real

several companies but several
countries are involved.

A Systematic 0il Explo-
ration and Production Sched-
ule: An exploration and
production (E&P) schedule for
the whole country should be
established. E&P should be
planned, systematic. regulated,
and phased in with the
country's economic develop-
ment and resource utilization
plans. The issue of exportin
the gas should be conside
very carefully.

A Complete Plan: Each
partnership should provide an
agreement that clearly delin-
eates plans for exploration, de-
velopment, production, and
abandonment of a lease. The
associated safety issues, envi-
ronmental impact, and
measures must be clearly de-
fined in sufficient detail. These
are discussed next.

SAFETY ISSUES

Gas uction can be risky
undert as evidenced by
the recent accident in northeast
Bangladesh. Procedures must
be put in place to prevent such
accidents and mechanisms
must be defined to mitigate
their effects if accidents do

ha A
PENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

HEALTHCARE

Environmental contamina-

tion ma m::l:ur in ﬂ;_:hi;ﬁliﬂl
rar om disposal o
flui ﬁu disposal of well hard-

ware upon abandonment of a
lease. A simple example of a
serious environmental impact
would be the disposal of pro-
duced water that may contain
radioactivity in harmful quanti-
ties. The radioactivity can con-
taminate the ground water and

enter the f chain leading to

human consumption and re-
main a threat for centuries,

These issues are particularly
important in Bangladesh since
much of the oil/gas exploration
and production will place
on a%rlru!turnl land or near
densely populated areas.

In addition to disposing the
water containing rn(ﬁz::t\?ﬂt ;
the borehole hardware must

disposed of in a safe manner to
protect the workers.

All major oil companies have
mes to address safety

and environment issues and
Bangladesh can benefit from
their experience. In addition,
regulatory framework is either
in place or is develo in
Western countries to address
environmental issues on a con-
tinual basis. For example, the
US Environmental Protection

Towards Achieving the 21st Century Goals

by Nafis Sadik

NAL health and well-

ing is the baseline
indicator for sustainable
development. An integrated
to social t

is essential for achieving
universal health: goals in one

area of social t can

be reached only by parallel

One of the major challenges
major c

of the 21st century. therefore is

ing countries,
the quality of
countries in a
sustainable fashion.

To face this challenge, more
resources are needed, not only
in the form of public expendi-
ture but also by forming part-
nerships with the private sec-
tor, non-governmental organi-
m rnd ilinh'.-r:utian:;nful

. It is also critic r
industrialised ies
recognise that o]
of aid and technical experti
developing céuntries,
area of healthcare is crucial for
sustainable development and a
more equitable world.

By United Nations projec-
tions., world population is
ltkelg to grow from the current
;.5.9 Jrl:léﬂn to between 7.7 bil-
jon 11.1 billion le
the year 2050, with mpmcg
likely projection considered to
be 9.4 billion. The overwhelm-
ing majority of this growth will
occur in the developing coun-
tries. Countries which today are
strapped for resources to deal
with the problems of providin
adequate healthcare, food,
housing, water and sanitation
for the poor and marginalised,
are going to find it even more
difficult to cope with the de-
mands in the future.

adesh, with a popula-
tion of 121 million and a GDP
per person of only 8226, has
shown how political will and
individual tenacity can bring
about positive change in the
lives of everyday d];euplc,
Twenty years ago outsiders saw
very little achieved in

esh. However, a collab-
oration between the govern-
ment, non-governmental or-
anisations and international
onors has given Bangladesh a
second chance.

By implementing educa-
tional and developmental pro-
grammes, the government has
m ed to curb population
growth. Twenly-five years ago

se to

ALhe _ jinitfative Jaudched ifi .1

—

the contraceptive prevalence
rate was only

F’tfcent, today it
is EDAJ-Er cent. The fertility rate
has from 7 1o 3.3.

rop
Banglﬂdegﬂu also succeeded
in lowering the death rate.
Despite many calls on scarce
resources, the country has been
able to increase access to repro-
ductive health and family
planning information and ser-
vices. Innovative educational
programmes have enable girls
and women to escape from illit-
eracy and find alternatives to
early marriage and constant
childbearing. Educational ex-
ditures adesh have
ncreased from 9.4 per cent of
§overnm=nt spending during
973-78 to 13.6 per cent during
1990- 1995.
Another important form of
partnership is technical coop-

P
erati amo eveloping
am&un Phadnty 4%

v (et coutr nere’
in Population and Develo mmcti
4 t
promote the cxchan*: of experi-
ences and the development of
regional training institutions.

As someone who has spent

=

an entire life dedicated to public

health, 1 cannot emphasise
enough the value of human-cen-
tred development which has
been sed by the world
community as the single most
important factor in a country's
P bt e e
no ty.

I was Secretary Gcnch of
the International Conference
on Population and Develop-
ment (ICPD) 1994, and | am
proud of the firm consensus of
179 nations on population and
development that the confer-
ence produced. The ICPD was
the only international confer-
ence of the 1990s to agree on the
resources necessary to achieve

its mj
ICPD Programme of Ac-
tion includes a set of specific
objectives for all countries:
Universal access to

ductive healthcare

health by the yeus 2015,

+  Universal ‘access td firimary
education by 2015; countries
should try to close the gender
gap in primary and secondary
education by 2005,

Infectious
Speed

It may now be possible to tell
from tests done shortly after se-
roconversion, how quickly and
{-IGW-I lnfecbtgd Dslnlt_lh is {ﬂ:e]y

P . Homayoon
anlﬁc;:n and colleagues at
the John Hopkins University,
Baltimore, US, compared the
rate of progression of HIV in-
fection in two groups of homo-
sexuals — th:h:: called 'rapid

rs' develop illness
wltﬁln three years of sero-
F,ﬂ:.llﬂfl' who have been in-
ected with the virus for over six
¥ean but did not develop into
ull blown AIDS patients.

The have identified that the
HIV-1 gag proteins p17 and p24
are quite crucial in this .
St the process of rapid

anti- response in these
le W‘t.ll‘ help detect the in-
ection much earlier than at

present.
CSE/Down To Earth Fea-
tures

Garlic |

Breath

While researchers agree that

rlic is a natural medicine
hat lowers cholesterol levels in
blood, they di over the
metabolic mechanisms in-
volved. A team of researchers
from Austria report that the
lingering smell from garlic-
caters comes not from the
plant, but from the chemicals
in the blood produced by a
change by In the bodys
me lism.

The researchers led by
Wemer found that of
the several volatile compounds
— sulphides and disulphides —
in the breath of up to 30
hours after eating garlic cloves,
all but three disappear. And it is

the metabolism of Lhese slow
movers — allyl methyl sul-
phide, dimethyl sulphide and
acetone — that is associated
with the known benefits of ﬁ-
lic, like the lowering the cho
terol in the blood.

CSE/Down To Earth Fea-
tures

Infant mortality rate below
35 per 1000 live birthis and an
underfive nmrtaiig rate below
45 EIIII}I:UZDI ;

ucing maternal mortal-
ity rates by one half of the 1990
levels by the year 2000 and
hah!el it again I:lxjyfmlﬁ.

ncrea e at
birth to ‘?ghylgaru ;xpecmtamhe

vewy 2015
i lfl:'.ntt-::'nsﬂti«:mal agencies will

continuc to play a vital role in
helping countries to meet their
ub{ecﬂm in people-centred de-
velopment. In the area of
health, the World Health Organ-
E:HI:H has the mandate to be
Health fﬁﬁa the institu-
tional goal of the World Health
Organisation. WHO must equip
itself to perform its intended
function as the international
leader in health issues, stress-
ing its comparative advantage
as an active partner, first in a
reformed and responsive

'. 'Uﬁt%ﬁl_##ﬂﬁ? _system: and
~TOrganisations in both public

and private sectors.

¢ World Health Organisa-
tion's unique structure should
enable it to respond to regional
needs and capacities while
maintaining a £nhal perspec-
tive. There must be a close and
dynamic partnership between
the regions and the centre, driv-
ing from a common purpose
and with due attention to re-
gional and national priorities.

Determination (o achieve
the highest qualitly with the

eatest economy ol hurnan and

nancial resources will be the
hallmark of this approach.
WHO must examine its structure
and operations with this objec-
tive in mind. The process of
sell-examination has already
begun. Some of the resulling
proposals have already pro-
duced movement towards re-
form.

In a world where nations
have been brought closer to-
gether through trade and tech-
nology. human suflering from
disease and poverty cannot be
‘I:Fnurt:d. Clearly more has to be

one to make basic health ser-
vices available to all. Only a
concerted effort by all the part-
ners: governments, interna-
tional agencies, non-govern-
mental organisations, health-
care personnel and the private
sector can guarantee health for
all in the 21st century,

The author (s Executive Di-
rector of the United Nations
Population Fund
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by Jim Davis

Agency (EPA) established efflu-
ent limitations guidelines on
discharging produced water al-
most twenty years back.
B adesh can adopt similar
regulations.

ABANDONMENT

All wells and the associated

structures such as platforms
will have to be ultimately aban-
doned as their economic life
ends. Companies must have a
plan to address this issue and
share the cost. The sea could be
littered with abandoned plat-
forms. The cost of platform dis-
posal could run into hundreds
of millions to billions of dollars.
Many Asian governments that
did not foresee this problem are
grappling with it now,
tion of Land Use :
Much of the onshore explo-
ration will take place on fertile
agricultural land or near
densely pal:ulated areas. Land
is scarce in Bangladesh and
drilling a large number or wells
will take away valuable land
from other usage, such as food
production. However, tachnﬁl-
ogy now exists to significan
uce the number of wells h;
drilling extended-reach wells.
Extended-reach wells can
also be valuable for
ofishore reserves from onshare
or with fewer offshore struc-
tures and with a reduced envi-
ronmental impact. In California
extended-reach wells are used
to explore ecologically sensitive

tideland areas with strict con-
trols exercised by the State
Land Commission.

Soclal Impact : A large E&P
activity can have a serious so-
cial impact as well. Influx of a
large seismic and production
crew and of foreign workers can
cause social tensions. Trans-
portation and construction ac-
tivities can disrupt rural life.
Social diseases such as AIDS
and VD's can be introduced.
Com s and the government
should include social impact
assessment in their project
planning.

Stakeholder Involvement:
Since oil/gas E&P on the scale
l:m:in%l proposed in Bangladesh
can have a major environmen-
tal, land use, and social impact,
stakeholders at different levels,

includlng local governments
and NGO's, should be included
in project planning and should
be kept informed at various
stages as the p t develops.
Failure to do so forced a major

oil company tc]n abnu:;gun a large

m explora project
the rain forest in Ecur:jdur in
1991. The company had dis-
covered 200 million barrels of
oil and proposed to build a
Fipellne thorough virgin rain
orest.

Although the issues can be
complex, they can be addressed
adequately with appropriate
planning. This will allow the
country to derive enormous

benefits from the socioeconomic
and infrastructure investments
that many oil companies make
in schools, hospitals, water pu-

systems, etc., in m;};

rification
tion to the benefits that arise

directly from the exploration
and production.

Appropriate Regulato
Bodies : In order tg et ﬂg
maximum economic benefit,
monitor compliance with the
terms of the PSC's 'safeguard
the public, protect the environ-
ment, and minimize use of
scarce land resources,' appro-
priate regulatory bodies, such
as the US EPA or the California
Land Commission may need to
be established. In some cases a
legal framework and an en-
forcement mechanism may have
to be created to deal with these
issues.

Since enforcement and pos-
sible litigation can be very
complex, Bangladesh will need
to develop a cadre of I:Fal and
technical experts to saleguard
her interests.

Technology Transfer Plan :
Technology transfer plans
should be geared to : 1) in-
crease local cipation in ug-
erations and management, 2)
enhance local E&P capabilities,
and 3) lead to growth of ad-
vanced research and develop-
ment (R&D) in the country.

A petroleum industry pro-
ject, from exploration to aban-
donment, uses a vast array of
technical and scientific disci-
plines, Growth of advanced

R&D in these areas will be very
benclicial to the country. This
can perhaps be best achieved
by strengthenin the
Bangladesh Petroleum Institute,

Che Duily Sar 5

possibly with industry partner-
ship. and with participation
froin local universities and re-
search institutions.

: From

Choice of orunm
news reports it appears that

several major oil companies and
small/medium independents
have made bids for different
blocks. While independents can
provide certain advantages, the
majors bring enormous re-
sources in terms of funds, ad-
vanced technology, expertise,
training of host country -
sonnel, and R &D that ntg::u
are unlikely to match. Also,
large companies are in a much
better position to handle the is-
sues discussed above, with
their assoclated complex safety,
environment, and social as-
pects. Thus it will be preferable
to have major companies lead
consolidated partnerships.

Conclusions

Natural gas reserves in
Bangladesh offer the country a
rare :g)purtunit_-,r for unprece-
dented economic gmwtl!f and
prosperity. However, unless this
resource i{s utilized with care,
the danger of squandering the
opportunily is real. The present
discussion points to the need to
address a number of issues to
harness this resource benefi-
cially. A national dialogue on
and discussion of these and
other issues, free from foreign
interference, inducements and
intimidation, is essential to
choose the best course. -*

The authors are oil and en-
ergy experts, with more than
two decades of -experience
working in the industry are

BANGABANDHU MURD

ER CASE

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination
of 37th Prosecution Witness

Cross-examination of PW-37
M Reazul Huq. an engineer of
Bangladesh Betar, in the

mgabandhu murder case was
on Sunday.

Foll are the excerpts
from Huq's examination
by advocate Sharfuddin Mukul,

defence counsel for Taheru
Thakur:

Q: Are you still in service?
Are you in at a stretch?

A: Yes. 1965.

Q: Bangladesh Betar is a gov-
ernment nisation.

A: It is the government-
owned broadcasting media.

a
Q: All the employees of Betar
_are govemment ‘gmployeetl .

@: K is under the Ministry of —

Information.
3: Yes.

: Bangabandhu Sheikh
Muijibur Raﬁman was the head
of the government on August 14,
1975.

A: Yes,

@Q: He had a cabinet.

A’ Yes

Q: Taheruddin Thakur, as an
elected MP, was the state minis-
ter for Information in that cab-

inet on that day.

A Yes.

Q: Did you know him per-
mnal{}y?

A Yes.

Q: He (Thakur) was a
renowned journalist.

A: Yes.

Q: Government administra-
tive machinery was functioni
on that day at the Banglades
Betar.

A: It was not normal.

: There were armed forces
in the country on August 14.
A: Yes.
Q: Those had chiefs.

A: Yes,
F: On st 14, Major Gen-
eral Shafiullah, Rear miral

MH Khan and Air Vice Marshal
AK Khandaker respectively
were the chiefs of Army, Navy
and Air Force.

A: Yes.

: On st 15, came
Lo gcuu' nmhﬂr vuthic?:m
broadcast

A: Oaths of allegiance were
broadcast.

Q: Bangladesh Betar had its
OWTl organogram.

A Yes,

Q: The transmission centre
was at Shahbagh and the head
office was also there.

A: The transmission centre
was at Shah and the head
office was at ad-2, Dhan-
mondi.

: What was the d tion
of the head of Bangladesh Be-

A: Direclor General.

@: Who was DG on August 157

A: Amiruzzaman Khan.

Q: Who was the head of the
broadcasting centre at Shah-
bagh?

A: Regional Director Ash-
faqur Ralgman
Q: Who was next to Ashfaqur

Rahman?

A: Under the regional direc-
tor, there were three depart-
ments — Engineering, Pro-
gramme and News.

Q: Who were the chiefs of
those rtments?

A: Syed Mohammad Shakur
was the chief of cnglrmmig =
partment and Ashfaqur Rah-
man of programme. | cannot
ni-_:mlla.:t the name of the chief
of news department.

Q: Whose responsibility is it
to record and broadcast
speeches?

A: Engineering department
is in charge of recording and the

Erugrnmm: department of
dcasts.

@: Normally any s h or
announcement which will be
broadcast remain in schedule.

A: In normal times, those
remain in schedule.

. Are those registered?
: Entry takes place on U
sheet.

Q@: Where the speeches are

recorded?

A: On tape. of the
speech is not in any
register.

Q: Normally the whole pro-
gramme of a day's broadcast
comes in printed form the fol-

A: E':r

Q: Betar Bhaban is a pro-
tected area and has its own se-
curity arrangement.

A: Yes.

Q: What was the arrange-
ment for outsiders to contact
with anyone working at the Be-
v o@: What was there In

. w — S ...._
b cﬁﬂ:n T
5 T

- -9: Mhile -on the,

;rrmiammmn at the nning
a day, you require ssion

from the er aumunmﬁtci.

A: No.

Q: What was the scheduled
time to n transmission on

15, 1975.

A: 6:30 am.

Q: How long the first session
of wmﬂ _;:nnl:inucd dur-
Ing peri

A: | don't remember. But the
second session used to begin at
12 noon and continue up to 3

while the third session was

4 pm to 11:30 pm.

Q@ Both the technical and
non-technical stall had same
type of shifting duty.

A: No, they had diflerent
duty hours.
: What were the duty shifts

of the technical persons on Au-
g'uﬂ?lﬁ at the Shahbagh sta-
tion

A: From 6 am-2 pm, 2 -
10pm and lopm*gnm. on-
technical people had no shift-
ing duty. Only one person re-
mained on duty to monitor the

mes by rotation.

: "I'1'|t'.:u||at‘:l on night dl.'lﬁ}; IE';:d
arrangements to stay at -
tar Bhaban. 4
A Yes.

Q: thrtl 5?“. your residence
A: At Indira Road. | used to
hveginﬁ“nm.

; were picked u
for the office fm?;?ruur resi-
dence?

on

. When were you picked up
st 157
A: Al about 5:30 am.
Q: Was there a road on the
western side of Betar Bhaban?
A Yes,
: When did arrive at Be-
lar%hahan? o

A: At about 5:45 am.

: There were two gates at Be-
tar Bhaban on the roadside.

A: Yes.

@ You didn't see the security
men at Betar Bhaban after go-
ing there.

A: [ didn't see policemen
there.

Q: You had seen two trucks of
Rakkhi Bahini.

A: Yes.

Q: Who used to normally

the Betar Bhaban gate?

A: Police. There was a
tion near the gate and police
used to stay there.

Q: Who stays in the control
room of radio station.

A: Engineering stafl.

Q: On that day, Pranab, Mo-
hammad All and Anwar were

on du?.
A: Yes, but | didn't see them.
: You were in the control
room on that day up to 7 am.
A: Yes.
Q: After that you went to
booth-2.
A: Yes, | went there after 7
am.
lg: Was any announcement
made on that day before your
arrival? If so, you were not pre-
sent there,
A: | heard the announcement
from the control room
Q: Was that the

on

ﬁrlt an-

nouncement about the incident.

Al can't sav.

Q! Did you submit any docu-
imenl. note or anything in
writing to the 10?

A: No. :

Q: Did you submit any docu-

ment or anything in writing to
the court while you came here to
give statement.

A: No.

Q: Did you come across with
any non-technical staff when

you went to the control room or

the booth?

A: No

Q: Was regional Director
Ashfagur Rahman or anyone

from the ncvfu department
theew? t1ibicol 0, .
| gmt ,J.EH;,.;r g :
: What was the time of news,
transtissfori? ' :

A: 7 am.

Q: Was it possible to broad-
cast news without your knowl-
edge?

A: No.

@: On that mo ., Sarkar
Kabiruddin was scheduled to
read news.

A: Yes.

: Did you listen to the news
rcag by Sarkar Kabiruddin?

A: No.

Q: On that day, Sarkar
Kabiruddin read the news at 7
ain and it was broadcast.

A: 1 didn't remember.

Q: Did you make any entry in
the register about the an-
nouncement which was broad-
cast?

A: It was recorded on tape.

Q: In your statement, you
have mentioned the text of that
announcement from your
memory.

A: |1 stated the summary of
the announcement from my

mcmng.

Q: Did you hear the same
thing from the booth as you
heard the announcement from
the control room?

A: Yes,

: Can you say the entire text
of that announcement?

A: | told th'i summary of the
announcement from my mem-
ory.
ITQ: You h.ve stated the text of
the announcement to the IO

from v)ur memory.
A Yes.
Q: You gave statement to the

10 on 20.10.96. Where?

A: Yes. At the CID office.

Q: Did the IO come to the ra-
dio station with you?

A: No.

Q: Pranab is a witness in this
case.

A: It was not known to me
that at that time.

@Q: Were you there when three
chiefs of the armed forces had
been talki with Khandaker
Mushtagque Ahmed?

A: | don't remember... [ didn't
see ... | didn't notice.

Q: You told the IO that you
heard from the control room
and the booth at about 6 to 6:15
am "l am Major Dalim lﬁk-
ing. Sheikh Mujib has n
killed. Army has taken over
power and curfew has been im-

posed.”

But you also said that later
{ou heard "Sheikh Mujib and
is autocratic government has
been overthrown and army un-
der the leadership of Khan-
daker Mustaque Ahmed has
taken over power and curfew

has been imposed.”

You did not tell the 10 about
the ¢ version of the an-
nouncement.

A: ] told the 10 (about the
later version). | recorded that
and also transmitted that.

Q: The text of the announce-
ment was not like that and you
did not even hear that.

A: | heard.

@: You did not hear the an-
nouncement second time in the
booth. '

A: | heard.

Q: You have said you heard
Taheruddin Thakur telling

_jointly with the staff
.+ previous shift. This stateinent
1.41".11‘01'[:&1“1":‘.1‘.1;;1 fost=r 1yevYite

Khandivker Mushiiagne to make
solne o leanses 11 the lext of the
attnouncement. This statement
ol yours is not true.

AA: It is true. | heard with my
OWT1 ears.. :

Q: The announcement,
which you heard first and also
the second time. was read from
a written text.,

A: No. It was verbal. _

Q: It is a blatant lic *hat
Taheruddin Thakur wrote the
text of the announcement.

A: 'He wrote the announce-

ment, it was recorded and
broadcast. -
Q: You said you worked

of the

A: 1 worked with the staff of
the previous shift.

Q: Was the recorded speech of
Khandaker Mustaque broadcast
in his presence?

A: Yes, in his presence.

Q: What was in the speech of
Mushtaque? *

A: | don't remember, but
Mushtaque began his address
saying "Assalamu-Alaikum”.

Q: You stated that you had
seen the tape of the recorded
speech of Mushtaque for two to
three day alter Angust 15, and
never saw it after-that.

A: | had submitted the tape
and after that | had never seen
it. e y
Q: You told the court that
Taheruddin Thakur ' gave the
order to broadcast the recorded
speech of Mushtaque, But you
didn't tell it to the 10. .

A: I told the 10.

Q: Did you hear Hamd and
Naat before Nazrul songs were
played.

A: Yes. Hamd and Naat were
played before the second an-
nouncement and after that
Nazrul's songs were played.

Q: Taheruddin Thakur did
not write the oaths of allegiance
read by three chiefs of armed
forces, IGP and the BDR chief.

A: He wrote the oath.

Q: Do you have that written
script?

A: No.

Q: The chiefs of different
forces read the oaths of alle-

ance in their own langu:ﬁc*
one of them read oath of alle-
glance from any written text.

A: It is not true. They read
from the text written by
Taheruddin Thakur.

Q: Who was the IGP and the
chiefs of BDR and Rakkhi
Bahini?

Q: Nurul Islam was the IGP,
Major General Khalilur Rah-
man the DG of BDR and Major
Abul Hasan the acting DG of
Rakkhi Bahini.

Q: Did the oaths of allegiance
broadcast in their presence?

A: Yes.

Excerpts from cross-exami-
nation of M Reazul Huq by state
defence counsel for abscondi
accused Mn{;}r (dismiss
Shariful Huq Dalim:,

Q: How long were you kept
sitting at the radio station after
the August 15 incident?

A: Approximately from 6:15
am to 7 am.

: Was the schedule followed
in distribution of responsibili-
ties at the radio station?

A: Schedule was not followed
on that day due to abnormal
situation.

Ex ts from cross-exami-
nation of M Reazul Huq by state
defence counsel for Col (retd)
Khondaker Abdur Rashid:

@: When did you last perform

ur duty at the radio station
gto:e August 15?
A: h;nm.‘lpmtn 10 pm on
4.
: You have given false evi-
dence to protect your job.

A: This is not true.

— UNB
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