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List of cases
against BNP
men handed
over to Home

Minister
By Reaz Ahmad

Post and Telecommunica-
tions Minister Mohammad
Nasim vesterday handed over
the list of ‘political cases’
against BNP lawmakers, lead-
ers and workers to Home Minis-
ter Rafiqul Islam at the latter's
office.

Nasim, a key negotiator of
the ruling Awami League, had
also telephonic conversation

See Page 12 Col 4
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Price Hike of
Petroleum: Was is
Warranted?
by Osman Ghani Khan
Page 4

Supplement

Today's issue of The
Buily Star contains a
two-page special
supplement on
National Day of Italy
Pages 13,14

A 56-page compendium
featuring indepth inter-
views and write-ups by

eminent economists,
researchers and business
leaders of the country.

Order for your copy by
phone 500091 or collect it
from The Baily Star office
between 10 am & 5 pm

overy I9Y- prca Tk 50.00

288 REGD. NO. DA 781

The Public Administration
Reforms Commission (PARC)
has come up with a set of rec-
ommendations to make the
administration "dynamic, ac-
cessible and accountable to the

le.”

he recommendations,
submitted to the Prime Minis-
ter's Office (PMO) yesterday,
outlined a number of steps ps sug-
gesting modalities of citizen's
right to get reply to their
queries and grievances from
government officials at all lev-
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PARC recommendations submitted to PMO
Steps for dynamic, accountable admin

By Shehab Ahmed

els.

The Commission suggested
that the recommendations be
effective from early next year. A
copy of the recommendations
was obtained by The Daily Star.

It also suggested provisions
for voluntary retirement by
public servants after complet-
ing 20 years of service instead
of 25 years with full benefits to
help downsize the administra-
tion. This was also stressed by a

revious reform committee, the
ay Commission Report, '97

and the World Bank.

Options for voluntary re-
tirements after 15 years of ser-
vice could also be taken by pub-
lic servants with 64 per ccnt of
pension and benefits, it said.

The commission mentioned
the existing Secretariat manual
which says, "A citizen or a party
.... within reasonable time,
have the right to get neces
action (if requi and a deci-
sion on a letter to the govern-
ment on any matter.”

"In reality, with the excep-

tion of a few cases, min-
istries /departments or subor-
dinate organisations do not
honour the citizen's rights in
this regard causing physical

and mental harassment and

m?életar}' losses to the people, it
sa

The existing rules clearly
say that within two weeks of re-
ceipt of any communication
from any quarter, the min-
istry/department would give a
final decisinn

If more information is re-

quired they would send a cour-
tesy note, make telephone call
or send a message by a messen-

If it is not possible to take a
decision within two weeks, a
note should be sent in reply that
the matter is under considera-
tion of the government,

The administration's ac-
countability to the people and
its efficiency could have been
increased manifold if such
practices were observed, it
noted.
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The Commission recom-
mended that henceforth every
department/ministry, all gov-
ernment and autonomous
ies at all tiers will give a ﬂnal
decision on the subject matter
of tll}e letter.

it is not possible to a
decision withhl:n two wa:kgtvgc
cause of time needed for more
information, discussion with
higher authorities etc, the per-
son or organisation ah-:::ult!J
given a reply that the matter is

See Page 12 Col 1
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Modalities for Tk 200cr fund finalised

Foreign banks to provide

The Bangladesh Bank has
finalised modalities for a Tk
200 crore industrial develop-
ment fund to be used by the for-
eign banks to boost term loans
for the private sector.

"All foreign commercial
banks will provide medium and
long term loans to medium and
large scale industries in addi-
tion to their t level of in-
dustrial financing,” a BB circu-
lar said. "To supplement this
additional industrial credit, it
has been decided that the
Bangladesh Bank will provide
refinance to the financing
banks."

The foreign banks will dis-

loan for industries

By Inam Ahmed

burse loans from their own re-
sources and claim half of the
amount disbursed as refinance
from the central bank. The

., banks will get the money from

the BB at Bank rate.
The move to create the s
cial fund was taken in Octo
by Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria amidst allegations by
the businessmen that t.hcly are
oans

not ctting long-term
from |

As 50 cent of the total
loans will be provided from the

special fund, the total amount

to be invested under the special

scheme will be Tk 400 crore.
"Once this fund takes off in a

good spirit, more money may be
chann:ll:d through this
scheme,"” a top finance ministry
official told The Daily Star
yesterday,

The central bank has
stressed that loans from the
special fund should be given on
a priority basis to manufactur-
ing industries in the private
sector. Joint venture enter-
prises including local sub-
Seias will dloo e slighile Bh

SO € 10r
this fund.

The refinancing to the for-
OIgnI:umll:swﬂll:l-l:I?l::-ra[:--m‘.':r‘ht:ncl

to seven years, dcpendmg
See page 2

Pre-poll violence
kills one in
Gopalgan

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Nov 10: One
person was killed and 30 others

injured in a clash between two -

rival groups campaigning for
the union parishad polls at
Jatkura village under Kasiani
Et;ana of Gopalganj district to-

y

Witnesses said both sides
used lethal weapons during the
clash between supporters of
UP chairman candidates Ratan
Molla, a former chairman of
the Puishua Union Parishad,
and incumbent chairman
Enayet Hossain.

The dead was identified as
Farid Ahmed Molla, 46. Of the
injured, five were admitted to
an afmj Sadar Hospital in
critical condition. Five others
were admitted to Kasiani thana
health com 1pk.x

A case has been registered
with Kasiani thana.

'Conspiracy on to

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday accused op-

tion leader m Khaleda

a of hatching conspiracy to
dluturb the ce process in

Chittagong Hill Tracts reports

UNB.

Referring to m Zia's fre-
quent comment rdat uﬁ gu—
posed peace accord wou
dﬁu tnﬂucll out the L'ﬂUII'l
she said if peace means se
out the country, then "I wan]‘ltntgu
know from her (Begum Zia)
whether unrest and war bring

v

Addressing a discussion

at Ramna Green in the

city, marking the 10th death

| anniversary of Shaheed Noor

disturb peace
process in CHT"

[Begumz.l

Hossain, Haaim said the party
(Awami League) whigh liberated
the country would never sell out

the country.

"We'll shed our blood as in
}hg pa;td to pmlezt the natiunal
nde ence and sovereignt
she f:m el

The Prime Minister said her
(Begum Zia's) anti-Indian
thstanct was nothing new, it was

€ same tune by Ayub-
Monem since 1 54yed il

"When we're striving hard
for economic progress and to
r:nuure peace in the country,

cially in the trouble-torn
C ittagong Hill Tracts, she

has brought up the
See page 2
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Jute, textile
workers put

up rail, road
barricades
By Staff Correspondent

Train cummunicatinn be-

on the ﬂr-t day
of the H-hnur industrial strike
and barricade programme of
the workers of jute, textile and
cotton mills yesterday, Railway
sources said.

Road communications on
eight routes including Dhaka-
Sylhet, Dhaka-Chittagong.
Dhaka-Brahmanbaria, Dhaka-
Kishoreganj, were disrupted as
the workers put up barricades at
different points.

Many jute, cotton and textile
mills in both the public and
private sectors remained closed
yesterday. During the strike,
the workers held small rallies
in different industrial areas of
the country.

According to a press release
issued by the police headquar-
ters, movements of road trans-

rt in parts of Chittagong,
Comilla, Jessore and Khulna
districts were partially dis-
rupted. "The workers created
obstructions in the movement

See Page 2
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Workers and emplu}'eeu demunntrtlng in front of Karim
Jute Mills at Demra on the first day of the 48-hour
industrial strike yesterday, called by jute and textile

workers.

— Star photo

Dhaka keen to study draft of

A South Asian conference un
refugee issue began in the ci

Sovntey h%"“%#
lhr.:lr heads together for

up future ammes to assis
governments in addressing in-
voluntary displacement.

The two-day conference ti-
| tled "Fourth gional Consul-
tation on Refugee and Migra-
tory Movements in South Asia”

. | began at a city hotel under the

auspices of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) with wide
participation of 'eminerit per-
sons’' groups' (EPGs) who work
closely with the UN body in
their respective countries.

After the inaugural session
in the morning. s from In-
dia, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka

| and host country Bangladesh
discussed drafts of a 'Model Na-

tional Law on Refugees and a
‘Regional Declaration on
Refugees in South Asia.’

e conference is being held
in Dhaka against the backdro
of no country in the Sout
Asian region ratifylngget ei-
ther the 1951 Refugee Conven-
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PW -38 tells court

Betar officials were forced
to broadcast news of

killing at gunpoint

The 38th prosecution wit-,
ness in Bangabandhu Murder
Case yesterday described how
army troops captured the radio
station on August 15 morning
and forced Betar officials at gun

int to broadcast the news of

resident Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's killing, reports UNB.

Pronob Chandra Roy also
said the army personnel during
the pre-dawn operation at
Shahﬁ h radio centre dis-
armed pullcr: and Rakkhi
Bahini ﬁuardu and Major Dalim
compe the officials of
Kalyanpur transmitter to go for
operation.

Earlier in the day, PW-37
Reazul Haq during his cross-ex-
amination told the trial court
that the movement of army in
the radio station began on Au-
gust 15, 1975 "They did not
come to the radio station be-
fore.” said the then radio engi-
neer.

Beginning his deposition,
ﬂ:l -38 said hT‘I was h;]?tn a
radio engineer at the S bagh
broadcasting centre which had
six studios and four booths.
"Broadcasting any announce-
ment is possible from the stu-

dios, controlled by the booths.”
See page 2

By Staff Correspondent

tion' or the '1967 Protocol'. The
n experienced many mi-
tory movemerits 'inc¢lud
Indo-Pakistan refugee”

in 1947 which was the largest

international flow in world

history.

In the opening
Bangladesh Forei
Abdus Samad Azad presented
the key-note paper with Chief
Justice AT M Afzal in the chair,
UNHCR's Regional Director Dr
Shamsul Bari made openin
remarks while former head o
the caretaker government Jus-
tice M Habibur Rahman ad-
dressed as guest of honour.
Leader of Bangladesh EPG, Dr
Kamal Hossain delivered the
address of welcome. The session
ended with a vote of thanks by
W van Hovell, UNHCR Repre-

sentative in Bangladesh.
Foreign Minister Abdus

session,
Minister

'model nat'l law on refugees'

Samad Azad said, Bangladesh

.ha.!he::nbuth "a country of ori-

and also a generous enough
for " "We, there-

fore, have a clear pective of
thc i!-luc and al 1 that it in-

volves. We are not a party to the
1951 Refugee Convention or its
1967 Protocol. No country from
South Asia has yet become a
part'_r.“ said the minister.

e said, "However, we do at-
tach importance to both these
documents and strive to ensure
that our activities and attitude
conform to their provisions. In
particular, we respect the core
aspects of the High Commis-
sioner's mandate, namely asy-
lum and the principle of non-
refoulement.”

The Foreign Minister
showed keen interest in a draft
'model national legislation on

See page 2
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Preparations for

Sunday’s CHT

meet reviewed

By Special Correspondent

A high-level meeting yester-
day reviewed preparations for
the seventh round of peace talks
between the Parbattya Chatta-

ram Jana Sanghati Samity
PCJSS) and the National
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (NCCHT) beginning in
the capital on Sunday.

The meeting chaired by NC-
CHT convenor Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah, Chief Whip of the Jati
Sangsad also r:vi:wed tl?;El
?mgr:ss of the arrangements

or repatriation of the tribal
refugees from Tripura, likely to
begin on November 21, officials

See page 2
L.oadshedding to
continue till
middle of next
year, JS told

There will be no loadshed-
ding from middle of next year
when about 1000 megawatt of
electricity would be added to the
existing encratinn Energy
Minister r Uddin Khan in-
formed Farliament yesterday,
reports UNB. :

to a supplement
f’rnm Aﬂﬂg M AhEF Kash:g
Awami League-Chittagong), he
said the government g g,‘; the
newly generated electricity to be
available from June-July next
year.

The 1000 MW of new genera-
tion would come from the

See Page 12 Col 2

Two bills passed

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day Lﬁassed two separate bills

enti the Speaker to another
ﬁssistant Privatf: Secret and
an additional peon and the

Chief Whip to an additional
peon at their respective offices.
Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khashru placed the bills
titled, The Speaker and Deputy
Speaker (Remuneration and
Privileges) [Amendment) Bill,
1997 and the Bangladesh
(Whips) [Amendment] Bills,
1997. Both the bills were placed
in the House after scrutiny by
See Page 12 Col 7

Khaleda addresses

public meeting
at Ctg today

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Oppésition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia will address
a public meeting at Chittagong
Outer Stadium this afternoon,
reports UUNB.

The meeting has been organ-
ised by the Combined Opposi-
tion Parties on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT). Chittagong city
BNP convenor Mir Nasiruddin
will preside.

See Page 12 Col 8

Coaster hit by container
ship sinks in Karnaphuli

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 10: One
crew remained missing while
eight others were rescued from
the port channel tonight when a
ligh e coaster sank after be-
ing hit by an ou container
vessel, port sources said.

The port authorities contin-
ued a search operation at the
port channel to find out the
miumngﬂcrew with the help of
patrol boats

Port sources said a private
coaster ‘Badura- 1’ collided head
on with the outgoing Singa
registered container ship 'Kota
Bintang
Karnaphuli at around 8 pm
tonight.

As a result, the private coas-
ter carrying cement cargo from
a mother vessel at the outer
anchorage, sank in the port

at the river mouth of

channel immediately, port

officials said.
Patrol boats from the port
were sent to the spot, rescuing
t out of nine crew members
the sunken coaster.

The ship movement at port
channel was suspended after
the accident, port officials said.

On the otherhand. the con-
tainer ship Kota Bintang was
detained by the port authorities
at the outer anchorage for its
involvement in the accident.

An t:ncixl committee is ex-

ted to ormed tomorrow to

nd out the cause of accident,
they said.

Besides, a su has been
started to locate the sunken

coaster, for Ils salvage opera-
tion later, port sources said.
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6" X 6" 6" X8"and 12" X 12" sizes wall tiles of
international standard now being produced using
the latest Ytalian and German Macninery.
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An excellent fusion of your test and affordability.
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