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Confrontation over UN arms 1nspectors
UNSC meets today to decide

course of action in Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 8.
With new Iragi treats to shoot
at US-manned surveillance
Elﬂntl. a divided Security

ouncil meets Monday to decide

how to force Saddam Hussein to

back down in the confrontation

over UN arms inspections, re-
AP,

President Clinton and his
national security advisers met
this weekend to discuss Iraq's
refusal to allow the United Na-
tions teams to inspect weapons
sites with American inspectors.

The Americans are expected
to demand some sort of punitive
measures against Iraq. perhaps
a ban on foreign travel on se-
lected Iraqi offigials.

Iraq. meanwhile, is demand-
ing an end to what it claims is
American domination of the
UN Special Commission on
Iraq, or UNSCOM. which is re-
sponsible for carrying out
weapons inspections in Iraq.

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister
Tariq Aziz is expected in New
York this week to put his gov-
ernment's case personally to
the international community.
In Baghdad, Aziz told CNN on
Saturday that lraq will fire on

American surveillance

|
fl missions for the BN%
:aon team if those flights go

as planned this week.
Saddam's government, in a
letter to -General Kofi

Annan, has accused US inspec-
tors of using UNSCOM as a
cover for spying on Iraq. The
inspectors are to deter-
mine if Iraq has mass
destruction weapons, the chief
condition for the council to lift
economic sanctions imposed
after Saddam invaded Kuwait
in 1990.

After UN envoys failed last
week to convince to cancel
its order to expel the Ameri-
cans, the issue returns Monday
to the 15-member Security
Council, which is divided over
how to cope with the Iraqi
challenge.

In Washington, Clinton met
with US Ambassador Bill
Richardson, Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, Defence
Secretary William Cohen and

others to map strategy for Mon-
day's meeting.

White House officials said
Clinton instructed Richardson
to put the US case forcefully to

the council that Iraq must com-
ply unconditionally wit
United Nations orders r -

ing the weapons inspection pro-

One f:&ptiun would be to ask
the council to declare Iraq in
"material ach” of the 1991

ceasefire which ended the Per-

sian Gulf War. That would open
the door to military action.
Such a move now, however,

is to win the su of
ﬁ%n, China, :
Kenya and others on the 15-

member council. Iraq has said
it is willing to cooperate with
the United Nations — its only
quarrel is with the Americans.
On Friday, the Americans
and the British floated several
other proposals, among them
an immediate travel ban on
Iraqi officials personally re-
sponsible for blocking
ln:sectlunl, cancellation ol pe-
riodic sanctions reviews and
tightening controls on lIraql
equipment which would be used
for civilian and military pur-

Cc:;hcn also uu?eltnd curbs
on the amount of humanitarian
aid to Iraq. That might include

Arabe as

under which

can sell imited amounts of
under international supervi-

sion to buy food and medicine
for its people.

: But the tl: :'Ipuh
ar governmen ic
nmw of the Iragi gov-
ernment but which also lear
political pressure at home from
groups which claim sanctions
are only harming innocent
Iragi civilians.

t Clinton has called
for patience in dealing with
Iraq. fearing that strong, uni-
lateral actions too soon will de-
stroy the fragile coalition
which has s st Ir
since the 1990 invasion o
Kuwait and the Persian Gulf
War which followed.

It would also throw into
turmoil the volatile Middle
East at a time when the Arab-
israeli has all but
collapsed. Strong US action
against Saddam, at a time when
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
u is seen by the

uld w i :::le
WO cost Was
among the Arabs.

| Indian Maharaja

wins back
ancestral palace
after 21 yrs

NEW DELHI, Nov 8: A former
Indian M won back his
after a 21-year legal bat-

reportis said Saturday, says

AFP.
The Indian Express said a
court ordered that Srikanta

Datta Wodey, the former prince

| of the southern province of

Hiym and a current Member
of Parliament, should be re-
turned his ancestral home.

The court said a government
decision to take over the .
in the southern state of Kar-
nataka, in 1976 was "illegal,
arbitrary and an instance of
gross misuse of executive

India's Maharajas once
ruled over around 100 million
people across 565 princely
states.

Their kingdoms, fostered
under the British Rqj, were dis-
solved and incorporated into
India after the country's inde-

in 1947,
Their final financial-
ended in 1972 when
Minister Indira Gandhi abol-
ished their privy purses.

The court ruled that, under
the Indian Constitution, a per-
son could be deprived of prop-
erty or rights only through an
amendments law and "not
through an executive order of

the state government.”
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Involvement of DMK party in Rajiv murder alleged
Fragile coalition enters turbulent

NEW DELHI, Nov 9: India's
fragile ruling coalition has en-
tered a turbulent phase follow-
ing charges that a key govern-
ment ally helped suspects in the
1991 assassination of former
premier Rajiv Gandhi, reports
said today, reports AFP.

India q‘oday magazine said
leaders of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazagham (DMK)

had been accused by an of-

cial inquiry probing Rajivs
murder of aidin% Sri Lankan
Tamil Tiger rebels in the

killinﬁ

| has accused the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) of killing Gandhi. who
was blown up by a woman sui-
cide bomber in May 1991 while
on the campaign trail in the
southern Indian state of Tamil
Nadu. The LTTE denies killing
Rajiv.

The weekly ne said:
"The inquiry into Rajiv Gand-
hi's killing indicts the DMK
Barl for colluding with the

. Its disclosures could en-
danger the fragile Congress-
United Front relationship.”

The Congress (I) Party pro-

vides parliamentary backing to

Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral’'s minority United Front

government.
"The report .... holds Tamil

Nadu Chief Minister
Karunanidhi and his DMK
Eirty responsible for abetting

jiv Gandhi's murderers,” the

maﬁne added.
DMK hel the LTTE

with weapons through "con-
nivance” when it was out of

r in Tamil Nadu to fight
ndian troops sent Rajiv to
Sri Lanka in 1987, the maga-
zine alleged.

DMK leader Karunanidhi,
who was ruling Tamil Nadu at
the Time of Rajiv's assassina-
tion, threatened to pull out of
the t on Saturday af-
ter accu New Delhi of fail-
ing to deal with regional con-

cerns.

The DMK has 18 of the
front's 180 MPs and three gov-
ernment ministers.

“The United Front has been
liﬂnlgl on borrowed time since
... the report on Rajiv Gandhi's
assassination was presented to
the Home Minister [ndrajit
Gupta on August 28," the maga-
zine said.

The preliminary 5.280-page
lcpurt‘::lhy justice Milap Chand
Jain, o began his probe in
October 1993, investigated the

events leading up to the killing

and those responsible for it.
Indian newspapers echoed
the magazine by saying there

phase in India

would be "fresh alignments” in
New Delhi.

The Asian Age headlined
"Jain report may shatter front."

ﬂi“ uoted a topth Congress (I)
official as saﬁm% e ga.rt may
pull down the Uni Fr}:;nt if
the report's findings are true.

K Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy, a
member of the Congress Work-
ing Comimnittee said: "If they (the

) are true then it will be
difficult for us to support the
government.”

Another Congress (I) official
said the government should
present the report in parlia-

ment when it begins its winter
session on November 19.

Pranab Mukherjee, a former
federal minister said "as per the
law, the report has to be tabled
in parliament and we demand
that it should be done on the
opening day.”

The report also blamed two
former premiers, Vishwanath
Pratap Singh and Chandra
Shekhar, "for their laxity in as-
sessing the threat to Rajiv,” the
m said.

jiv was once one of the
most protected world leaders
and was guarded by an elite
commando force. But the cover
was withdrawn after he lost
general elections in 1989.

| 'Thousands of Afghans
risk starvation'

I KABUL, Nov 9: A Taliban

hit had been fully surveyed.
food blockade on opposition- According to observers' re-
held central Afghanistan and ports, in the Taliban be-
the lonunﬂ:'[r nited Nations' gan blocking all food supplies
ﬂmtlm own leaders has going into the opposition-held
placed of at  area west of the town of Ghazni, |
risk from starvation, work- 134 kilometres south of Kabul

“The blockade is cumplct.c:
Women are being searched for
small amounts of food hidden

fr.pmm yesterday, reports
With the failure of the an-

nual harvest in the central under their armpits and there
mountainous Hazarajat region are no trucks through.” a
of the war-torn country, relief Western said.

Ald workers say that early
rainfall and a heavy frost have

the brink of disaster. led to a 40 to 100 per cent de-

"In just three districts af-
fected, are 150,000
who will face life-threa
hunger this winter and
will not survive,” a Western
worker recently retumed from

the area told reporters.
The aid worker, who re-

- and allow food to enter the re- said. :
Jd s ¥ 2 o — P helors soow Closes Bey . ECS Fosd Framasims
L A R e L e AR %) S - - : : roads : can 0 : _ : : 2F.0
Iragi President Saddam Hussein, seated eentreFriday night, chaired a meeting with high | be:done before next S o “ddmitted {6 Presidents wave to phut.og:_'aplﬁrn_Saturc!u , duging thn.nfﬁcid:pdtmp.ﬁ the VII Ibero-
Ifﬂ?i' lﬁifaﬁﬂfi i‘ﬂ,ﬁﬂﬁﬂk;t& ppnticﬁl:{ﬁit‘ﬂ.'}qfiﬁ'h”ﬁth";the' United ‘Nations. Iraq's deputy’ | ' This is u.::{;ym a chronic, | edfirp northers] Atetiode Bumml irr pglnménrw:mwﬂww*ﬂﬁq o iV B Pernando He.
premier Tareq Aziz, Znd lﬁd}, will travel to New York to meet with Secretary ’Geﬁérﬂ Kofi bave this di""ﬂ-' : 'mth.t =4 of wi mh mulﬂ't ed que Cardoso, Cuba's Fidel Castro, Spain's Prlmg f?ﬁmm m‘-‘ﬁ“‘a ﬁ:ﬂr’ m row

Annan about the latest developments wi

HHK Elarks 1st Remembrance

th the Irag Security Council's

Special Commission.
— AP/UNB photo

Day after July handover

HONG KONG, Nov 9: A police

band played the Chinese na- -

tional anthem in front of an old
colonial monument Sunday as
Hong Kong remembered those
who died in the world wars in
the first such memorial service
since it retumed to Chinese rule
in July, reports AP.

Unlike his colonial prede-
cessors, Hong Kong's new leader
Tung Chee-hwa did not attend
the traditionally British Re-
membrance Day service.

Instead, Tung sent his per-
sonal aide, Stephen Cheng, who
laid a wreath at the cenotaph in
downtown Hong Kong.

No Chinese soldiers were
among the some 100 veterans
who attended the service this
year. In their place were boy
scouts who stood around the
stone cenotaph, which carries
the inscription "The Glorious
Dead.”

Top Chinese officials and
members of the People's Libera-
tion Army declined invitations
to the ceremony.

A police bugler sounded the
"Last Post" in front of senior
%ﬂ\rernmnnt officials, legisla-

ors and a few hundred guests
and spectators who observed a
two-minute silence. |

Police pipers played Western

Israelis pay homage t

nister Yitzhak Rab
where he was assassinated two years ago, AFP

pay homage to Prime

Jerusalem.

military music when wreaths
were laid in front of the ceno-

~taph, where a Chinese and a

H Kon flew side by side.
' mgaytrggac%e said in Chinese
and English. At the end, police

band played the Chinese na-

tional anthem, "The Mart;h of I

the Volunteers.”

Organiser Tso Chiu-tin said
the occasion was important be-
cause "we believe all citizens
and soldiers killed in the wars
deserve our respect and remem-
brance.”

Tso was not offended by the
absence of Tung. "He sent his
aide. It shows he approves this
event in Hong ‘
warli:lﬁusg \rre;;'at#c Jack Ed-

8, 79, u Hong l(m;f
government to hold an offici
service for future observances
and to learn from Chinese
President Ji Zemin, whose
first act when he went to the
United States recently "was to
lay a wreath at Pearl Harbour.”

Edwards, a prisoner-of-war
during the Japanese occupation
of H I{mglf. said the absence
of soldiers did not mar the cer-

emgﬁ. .

e important th"zﬁ is the
veterans are here, and the police
band played music for the
veterans,” he said.

night in Tel Aviv to
at the square
says from

Hundreds of banners at the square, which has been named

for Rabin, read "We will not forg

Thousands of

et and we call out for peace.”

ice officers and soldiers were also there, to en-

sure that the event proceeds peacefully.

T L L

Three people were Hm
southern
bon.

claims

and 12 were injured in a collisi

3 n .
!

L1
be-
tween tqugmﬂ trains on Saturday in the Algarve region of

. a medical source . AFP reports from Lis-

The driver f one of the trains which was travelling between

os and Vila Real De Santo Antonio was

among the dead, an

official of Portuguese Railways (CP) said.

Blast leaves 5 hurt in Phlkﬂ)mm
An unidentified motorist who was fl d y police,

tossed a grenade at their patrol car in

leavi

anila ay,

five people injured, Philippine police and witnesses
from Manila

said reports v .
Hizbullah rebel killed in Lebanon: th.

iranian Hizbullah group

on Saturday

said one of its - .

as was killed in an attack on Israeli troops in South

on :rldl.z .

told Reuters that Nabil Mohammed

Akhdar was killed in a Hizbullah attack on an Israeli tion

in the Jewish state's South Lebanon occupation zone.
raised to 53 the number of Lebanese

death
killed in South

Lebanon violence since the start of 1997,

| Sunni Muslim

F

lawyer killed in
eastern Pakistan

LAHORE, Nov 9: Assailants

ned down a Sunni Muslim
awyer and critically injured
his associate in the latest reli-
giously motivated attack in
eastern Pakistan, police said
today, reports AP.
Nadeem Igbal Awan, the sec-
retary-general of the Sunni
Muslim Party of Islamic Schol-
ars, was meeting with col-
leagues at his office yesterday
(Saturday) evening when the at-
tack took place, police said.

Two men on a motorcycle
:red up to Awan's office in

ultan, a town in ' Punjab
province, 230 kilometres south
of the provincial capital La-
hore, and fired through the

Awan died instantly of gun-
shot wounds, while another
lawyer present, also a Sunni
Muslim activists, was critically
injured. .

On Sunday dozens of people,
wailing and bea their chests
in grief, protested Awan's
klllir;f and demanded the ar-
rest of the

gunmen.

Protesters condemned the
government saying it had failed
to curb sectarian violence.

No one has claimed respon-
sibility for the attack.- _

With the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) giving it the jitters,
the Co ss hastened to reas-
sure India's ruling alliance of
its continued support even as it
{:Jacf;d Fgff a{% to join tl:e.

ni ont government.

A meeting of the highest de-
cision making body of the
Congress tomorrow is
to lay off criticism of Prime
Minister I.LK. Gujral and his
ministerial team and instead
train its E.}nu on the main op-

tion BJP.

Congress chief Sitaram
Kesri, who disowned his re-
8::'11;1::1 proposal that the

gress should become part of
Gujral's five-month-old coali-
tion government, reiterated
that his party had no intention
of toppling the UF regime. Kesri
said his party did not want to
destabilise the government
which it is in office be-
cause this help the BJP.

The Congress stood by the
party executive resolution
adopted after the unclear ver-
dict of the May 1996 general
election that it would back any

litical alliance to the

u nationalist BJP out of of-
fice. However, the Congress
would continue to insist on

mtn mrmn't!(:i:dded
According to political ana-

Pakistan stresses UN's
neutral role in

solving Afghan crisis

oo i
Outside interference is

avatin
ﬂgh‘nh , which must

ﬂped!‘orreﬂmmlm.

Cooperation Organisation

), he said is keen
to see an early end to the
Afghan conflict, "because, this

the conflict .fl.'-l :

area — to anti-Taliban alliance
looters.

He dispelled the on
that Pakistan is
Taliban militia, or interfe
in the affairs of the neighbour-

coun

Li Peng begins
Japan tour

TOKYO, Nov 9: ChjnancJ Pre-
mier Li Peng arrives in Japan
Tuesday for a six-day official
visit with economics dominat-

the agenda, at nthnewhmﬂd

years of frostiness, reporis
AFP.

Ll’lnftri follows close on the
heels apanese Prime Minis-
ter Ryutaro Hashimoto's visit to
China in September.

The exchange of visits
marks the 25th of
the establishment of diplo-
matic ties,

Mahesh Uniyal writes from New Delhi

lysts, the 78-year-old Kesri who
is said to be tempted by a now-
e Ty Dikng (he

er u ru

claim with the help of

an invitation (to

ernment), not accept

i e

e J-:-muaup-rty

mean

Ilmduﬁom walking into

the arms of the BJP as ha
last month in Ut

. . Senior BJP leaders,.

including former Prime Minis-

ter Atal Behari V

yee, have
declared that th can
cobble together a majority in
Parliament like the gov-
ernment did in the country's

most lous state with the
aid of in rival ranks.
While litical observers

consider this unlikely in the
Parliament, the BJP poses a se-
rious threat to Congress unity
in western Gujarat state where

the opposition can toppl:
: acngeu- govermamen
with help of dissi-
dents during a vote
there next week.

A faction of the Conﬁ- in
the state is angry with par-
ty's decision not to _Lntin the G'I::!

t government and is report
jt:;‘hnv: warned that it may be
fﬁ,_["ﬁed to jninthl::lnda with :.he

to topple ;

The Congress E ng hard
to avoid a repeat of the Uttar
Pradesh events in Gujarat
which would badly demoralise
the Ilurtjr. give a handle to

s rivals within the
and increase the credi of
the BJP's claims of doing the
same in Parliament, say ana-

Kesri's “conciliatory ges-
tures” in recent are to
be driven by the threat of

siding with the |
ringl

. "In fact, we are |

from left, Venezuela's President Rafael Caldera,

Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori.

Three get
Maulana Azad
- Awards

MUMBAI, Noev 9: The
Maulana Azad Awards for
communal harmony were pre-
sented to actor turned politican
Sunil Dutt, Dalit leader RS
Gavai, social worker Vipla Kadri
and two nthﬂﬁ] here this
evening, reports PTI.

The awards instituted by the
Mumbai Regional Congress
Committee Minority Cell to
commemorate Jubilee of
Indian dence, were dis-
tributed by the AICC eral
secretaries Madhavrao Scindia
and Tariq Anwar at the Anju-
man-i-Islam grounds. 4

Chairman of the AICC mi-
nority cell, Shahid Siddiqui
presided: Utﬁ Chahﬁerunn
of Rajya Sabha Najma tul-
lah and MRCC President Murli

Debra were among those pre- -

sent.

Sunil Dutta has been hon-
oured for his hard work to
break down barriers between
communities with a view to

strengthen national i ation.
Kadri who is ¢ of the
Children's Aid has been
lauded for her efforts towards

ﬁdef and rel?ﬁﬂ:;uu:d of riutlu
earthqu ected peopie
in Maharashtra.

Congress reassures support to Gujral govt

ﬁli:tjng the party. While the
of joining the UF govern-

ment -- which goes against the
Congress poll manifesto of
providing stability through

single party rule -- is meant to
counter the temptations of of-

fice being dangled by the BJP,

the assurance of m?porl to the
UF aims to dis Congress

lawmakers' dr of mid-term
polls.

According to senior un-
named party leaders quoted by
newspapers, statements by the

ss chief some months
ago that coalition
were not in the national inter-

est had pled to panic among
Ps who did not want
to face voters S0 SO0O0M.

,the UF rnment to plan a
of the decade-old law
to curb defections by lawmak-

ers. it over how to do this,
top UF leaders were scheduled
to meet later this month to
t on the

ortugal's Pre

e Sampaio and
— AP/UNB photo

ent

Viswabharati to launch CD-Rom
package of Tagore

CALCUTTA, Nov 9: A com-

rehensive CD-Rom e of
abindranath Tagore's works
would be launch Viswab-

harati by May 1998, reports
PTL.

The package
lected manuscripts pain
songs and correspondences
Tagore, would be made avail-
all?;;ﬂ:;lr three dinctaé Santa
S Dasgupta, ec-
t's coordinator in Viswabharati
said here today.

The first CD would be
launched in May '98 followed
the rest two after every six
months, he said. ;

The Dcrartrnmt of Electron-
ics (DOE) sanctioned Rs 50
lakh in 1996 for the three years
project, "the money was sanc-
tioned as DOE's ectives
to make the students familiar
with multimedia technology."
Dr AB Saha, DOE director, told
PT1 here.

While one set of CD-Rom
package, with representative
works of Tagore, would be
launched for the Tagore afi-
cionados, Viswabharati would
compile all his creations in an-
other set only for inhouse re-
search at Rabindra Bhavan
Museum which houses all

se-

L?qurc memorabilia, Dasgupta

DOE sources said the life
and works of Mahatma Gandhi
would also be compiled in a
CD-Rom package in future.

"We have used the dl.g::}
enhancement and restora
technique to the rare

works of . before they are
the

lems in ting

as Viswabharati had the -
right and 90 per cent of
works could be procured from
its Kala Bhavan. ;

o sean of rescarchera, I
2:1.:1 own team t.l‘?: he
a songs were ac-
Mpﬂf&g with their picturisa-
tions for which the expertise of
Eﬂfesﬂunﬂ: in selecting the

tions were got.
Viswabharati has already

was launched by Prime
Minister IK Gujral on August
30.

L
bia's Ki

Saudi Ara

A

ng Fahd, right, receives Japan' Prime

L )
0 L

Minister Ryutaro.Hashimoto, left, in Riyadh Saturday.
During Hashimoto's two-day visit to the country he will

prﬂponlnncmrdun

investment protection and discuss

cooperation on environmental protection and education,

the Japanese Embassy
interpreter.

said. Background is an unidentified

— AP/UNB phote



