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BNP scnior vice-chairman Prof Budrﬁddum Chowdhury addrenmg a discussion meeting on
'National Revolution and Solidarity Day' at BIRDEM auditorium in the city yesterday,
organised by the Doctors Association of Bangladesh.
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Earl Spenser denies any

rift with royal family

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 8:
Princess Diana's brother Earl
Spencer has denied any rift
with Britain's royal family and
sald his forceful speech at his
sister's funeral had no agenda,
flowing simply from his heart,

rts Reuters.

“If there had been a rift
among us | would never have
been seen with Prince Charles
twice during his visit to South
Africa,” Spencer told Johan-
nesburg's Saturday Star in his
first newspaper interview since
Diana's fatal car crash on Au-
gust 31.

Spencer chatted warmly
with Diana's ex-husband, who
visited South Africa this week,
at two official functions in Cape
Town where he now lives.

He appears not to have met

his 13-year-old nephew Prince
Harry, who came with his fa-
ther for a part of the official
tour, but told the Star he was
sticking by the pledge he made
at the funeral to help raise Di-
ana's two sons as she would
hav%:ﬂanted,
AL _phgﬁc | gave was on the
family's' behalf and we have
honoured it and will continue
to do so," the Earl said.

Charles Spencer shot into
the limelight on September 6
when he took the pulpit at Di-
ana's funeral in London's
Westminster Abbey to 1:-:;2«[?l her a
moving tribute in which he also

attacked the media who
hounded her and, observers say,
the royal family.

Spencer, 33, told the Star he
was surprised at the huge im-
pact his s h, dissected, anal-

ysed and commented on for
days had made.

He rose at dawn on the
Wednesday after her death to
write it.

"I thought about who would
make the address at her fu-
neral. It was a difficult thing,
bufrl | realised it had to be me,"”
said.

“It took one and a half hours
to write. It just flowed. It was
something that came fmm my
heart. I had no

Spencer, who said Diana's
bl was on the media's hands
when it emerged paparazzi pho-
tographers had becn chasing

Polling centres
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and Ansars will be deployed in
567 unions of ten disiricts un-
der Khulna division from De-
cember '}, - '
' Suurt:ea in the Elcctlun
Commission said "tougher
measures” will be taken for
holding free and fair polls.
Each of the 567 unions will
have a "s force” consist-

of one platoon of BDR and

N who will be kept standby
to meet any situation.

her through the Paris road tun-
nel whert she died, remarked in
the rare interview that he read
no newspapers since she was
buried.

He revealed that he has
written a novel, but said he
would never write a book about
his sister, who was 36 when she
died with the new love in her
life, Dodi Al-Fayed.

Spencer, a father of four who
was filled for divorce from his
wife Victoria, has also agreed to
do some work for South African
charities that approached him
after his fu oration.

But he stresses he is not try-
ing to make Diana's charity
work live on through him.

"l would never try in any way
to take on my sister's mantle.
She brought a warmth and

c to eve ng she did.
What | can bring is totally dif-
ferent,” he told the Star.

He returns to Britain seven
times a to look after his
f; estate at Alth n Cen-
tral and, where na is
buried. grave, on an island

-uiﬂ:hh «i8,to q-nu:l Pm

nn:tyur
But the Earl said he loved

South Africa and Town.
“It's ridiculously beautiful, a
- lot better than being in

where people wave fists at
andyuugetcnughtuplnﬂnlcygu

jams.”

JSD-called hartal

observed at
Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Nov 8: A dawn-to-
dusk hartal was observed here

tnd%.

e hartal was called by the
JSD protesting the killing of its
leader Abdul Wahab, 45, in
Khoksa on Thursday last.

Body found
From Page 1

Friday. "At about six am today.
his wife told me on telephone
that he did not return home,"
Chowdhury said.

Fishermen from the Fish-
eries Department who were
catching the remaining fish
from Dhanmondi lake,
Fresentl}r under development,

d the body.

Dhanmondi police said
Mehedul's body bore a mark of
injury in the leg. His black
trousers were torn. They also
recovered four used tickets for a
‘youth fair’ in the city from his
pocket. His body has been sent
to DMCH for autopsy. No case
was filed till the writing of this
report.

Four bodies including
Mehedul's were recovered from
Dhanmondi lake in the last six

months.
DMK
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India (UNI) said today, reports
AFP.

UNI said the charges were
reported in the India today
weekly magazine's latest issue
which will be released tomor-
row. The report purportedly
based on findings of an official
commission has said Dravida
Munnetra Kazagham (DMK)
Party leaders met with Sri
Lanka's Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) separatist

"Eldla today claims that the
commission's report is replete
with examples of DMK's prox-
imity with leaders of the
whqse cadres are accused of
murdering Gandhi," it said.

Rajiv Gandhi was blown up

a woman suicide bomber on

ay 21, 1991, while on the
campaign trail in the southern
Indian state of Tamil Nadu, the
LTTE denied attacking Gandhi.

The DMK Party is currently
a key partner in India's multi-
1:ui.'-rt_[¥1 ruling coalition.

helped the LTTE

with wcapunu through 'con-

nivance' when it was out ut’
wer in Tamil Nadu to fi

ndian troops sent by Gandh tn

the island nation in 1987, the

magazine alleged.

.gramme has not

LLaunch sinks
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passengers, most of them
traders, develo cracks at the
bottom of the launch at about 2
am.

When water started
in, the Sareng quickly an-
chored the launch near the char
to save the p

The launch started its jour-
ney from Dhaka at 6 pm Friday.

A passenger, Abdul Mannan,
told this correspondent that
they escaped the accident due to
quick decision of the Sareng.

Meanwhile, IWTA reserve
vessels MV Hamza and MV
Rustam have been sent to sal-
vage the launch.

Albright
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yet been firmed
P said sources in the Ministry
Foreign Affairs. However,
she is likcly to have official
talks with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, Fore Minis-
ter Abdus Samad , Finance
Minister SAMS Kibria and En-
ergy Minister Noor Uddin Khan
besides a few other key person-
"I et vt te e
right's visit is ted to
pave the way for the planned
visit of President Bill Clinton
and his wife Hillary to

Bangladesh in February next
year.

of State's
visit

The US Secreta

visit is part of her p

to South Asia that would also

take her to Pakistan and India.
Albright would be the second

US Secretary of State to visit

Bangladesh. Henry Kissinger
had visited Bangladesh in 1974.

Parleys
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President Ziaur Rahman with
the street lying behind the
Sangsad Bhaban, release of
BNP activists arrested recently
and withdrawal of the "false”
cases against them, suspension
of the mayoral order imposing
ban on holding rallies on the
roads, withdrawal of the gov-
ernment order renaming thc
ZIA (Zia International Al}:n:l
as Dhaka International Airport
would create an environment
for an "official dialogue."

According to sources in the
ruling party, they have already
been infnrmed of the BNP pre-
conditions for an "official dia-
logue.” Telecommunication
Minister Mohammad Nasim,
who is the key negotiator on the

overnment side, told The Dail
tar late last night, "The BN
would send an updated list of
the so-called false cases
its leaders and activists today.”
He refused to elaborate.

Barricade
From Page 1
investment of state-owned en-

lu}}he rugramme was an-

nounc by Abul Bashar at a
press conlerence yesterday on

behalfl of the Palkal Sramik
Karmachari Sangram Paris-
had, Suta-Bastrakal Sramik
Karmachari Federation and
Bangladesh Bastra Shilpa
Sramik League.

Abul Bashar accused thc
sovernment of backing out
rom two accords reac with
the workers in June and Octo-

ber and failing to hold discus-
sions, as promised, on imple-
mentation of the 1991 Wages
Commission Award and forma-

tion of Fifth Wages Commission
and stopping disinvestment and
other demands.

Shops gutted

From Page 1
tion, fire service source said.

Of the 45 shops, twelve were
completely gutted and 33 par-
tially d :

Meanwhile, State Minister
for Labour and Man MA
Mannan and City Mayor AB M
Mohiuddin Chowdhury sepa-
rately visited the fire affected
market.

Peace rally at
Rangamati today

CHITTAGONG, Nov 8: A
%rgﬂdhplszm rally al::md at eia-
ablis permanent peace in
Chittagong Hill Tracts will be
held at Old Court Building
premises at Rangamati tomor-
row, BSS.

Telecommunications Minis-
ter Mohammad Nasirn, 1-
ture Minister Begum Matia
Chowdhury and city Mayor A B
M Mohiuddin Chowdhury will
ggdrﬁ_fn the rally tgf be un-

r the aus 8 ti

Nagarik Cnmnﬂpmttﬂe. e

All chairmen of local gov-
ernment council of the three
hill districts, members of par-
liament and tribal leaders will

also speak.

CHT refugees
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Chowﬂh attended the meet

B e i

akma. MP, Chairmnn of
Task Force Committee.

Over 40,000 tribal refugees
are still staying in the camps in
South Tripura.

A total nf 5,000 ref had
returned home in two phases in
1994, and another 6,000 re-
turned early this year, official
reports said. Over 50,000 tribals
went across the border in 1986
in a spate of violence in the

CHT.
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Bangladesh gets

Saouma Award

From Neeman A Sobhan

ROME., Nov 8: The Dchan
ment of Fisheries in the
ltlz of Fisherles and Livestock
| adesh has won FAO's

Snuumn Award for institu-

tional excellence.
The award, along with two
others, the Boerma award for
alism, and the Sen award
or outstanding field work, is
resented during the biennial
AO conference, the organisa-
tion's governing body. This

Dainik Bangla,
Times offices
sealed, employees
evicted

By Staff Correspondent

Riot police nwpped ournal-
ists and employees of Dainik
Bangla and the Bangladesh
Times newspapers at th: -
rana Paltan
on their way to the uf lhu.-
newspapers in a procession,

protesting their eviction from
there in the early hours of the
day.

A large contingent of riot
police forced the journalists
and employees of Dainik
Bangla., Bichitra, Ananda Bi-
chitra and the Bangladesh
Times out of their offices at 3
am erday and sealed their
offices. Their publications were
closed by a Magistrate on Octo-
ber 31, citing resignation of
their editors earlier on October
30.

The publications are up for
privatisation. But most of their
employees and journalists did
nol resign as asked by the gcw
ernment. They the
erninent order for “volun ary
redundancy” fillegal, without
winding up the Times-Bangla

Trust an their nut*
standin u,lariel for the past
six mont

s and benefits.

Led by a ty Secretary of
the Information Ministry and a
Magistrate, about 200 police
men had entered the Dainik

m . They beat and

invectives at the jour-
nalists and employees before
thﬂ:n out, a re-
lease of the Central na-
tion Committee of BFUJ, Press
Sramik Federation. Karma-
chari Federation and DUJ said
yesterday.

Later the journalists and
emp held a rally at the
Jatiya Press Club premises

strongly condemning the ac-
tions in the wee hours. It m
addressed others by F
zle Imam, Za Hugq, Mnaha-
rraf Hossain, Mojammel Huq,

Kamruzzaman Khan, Hahta-

1:}& iall mﬂuploy
ees two papers stage a
mass-hu strike in front of
the Press b from 10 am to 8

pm today to protest he govern-
mﬁttﬂtuam the press release
sa

ear's session is being held
rom 7-18 November.

All three awards are named
alter former FAO Director Gen-
erals, Addeke Hendrik Boerma
from the Netherlands, Binay
Ranjan Sen from India and
Edouard Saouma from
Lebanon. The Saouma award
was established in 1993 to
r ise institutions that have
excelled in the implementation
of technical cooperation pro-
jects. The award consists of a
cash of 25,000 US dollars
a medal and a scroll. The award
was handed over at FAO head-
quarters on Friday. The Direc-
tor General of the Department
of Fisheries received the award
on behalf of Bangladesh gov-
ernment.

Bangladesh's Department of
Fisheries shared this year's
award with the Iranian Agricul-
ture Ministry's Infrastructure
and Technical Directorate.

Bangladesh received the
award lor its implementation
of a that i rural
pond-fish culture extension
services throughout the coun-

try. The Bangladesh project
trrglnad more 1.508 fish-
eries officers and extensionists
and more than 8,300 farmers.
Liagquat Ali, Director-General
of t ment of Fisheries
will collect the prize.

3 electrocuted

COX'S BAZAR, Nov B: Three
fishermen, includ a Myan-
mar citizen, were electrocuted
al Khurushkul union in Sadar
thoria today, police said, re-
poris UNB.

Varsity employees
to go on 3-day
strike today

By JU Correspondent
Inter-Universi F%(

Employees' Federation (BIUE
will observe a three-day strike

in all the universities of the

country from today to meet
their 7-point charter of de-
mands.

A BIUEF press release uj
by its Chairman Rabiul
and Secretary General Mu

hammad Bashirullah said that

the emer services will not
come purview of the
strike.

The demands include refix-
ing of the pay scale in the ratio
1:5 between the lowest and the
highcat level. ensuring repre-

sentation of the employees to
the senate, syndicate, finance
committee and other bodies of
the university, stopping the 20
per cent cut frum the pension
money of the employees and.
ralslr& of the retirement age
to 65 years.

=

An artiste rendering Baul song at a function at the Na-
tional Museum auditorium in the city yesterday,
organised for the foreign artists who took part in the

Biennial Asian Art Exhibition.
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Khaleda blamed for 'false'

campaign on CHT

Awami ch%se eral secre-

and LG nister Zillur
has accused BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia of resorting to false cam-
paign to mislead the people
when the government is close to
a solution of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts problem, reports
UNB.

In a statement yesterday, he
said that while in power, BNP
pursued a week-kneed forei
policy sacrificing Bangladesh's
interest to India.

Zillur said people still re-
member that m Zia, during
her visit to New Delhi as Prime
Minister, forgot to raise the is-

Rahman

sue of nharl of the Ganges
water, failed solve the Hill
Tracts and si the
‘push-in’' accord with a to

serve her 'dishonest political
the trade

interest.'
adesh ?I;ndla

Besides,
tween Ban

widened further and the domes-
tic market was kept n for
smugglers during the BNP rule,

he .

The Awami Lugut: leader
criticised Begum Zia's on
7th November and said it was
devoid of political norms and

He said Awami League,
which gave the lead in the lib-
eration war, will make supreme
sacrifice to safeguard the coun-
try's sovereignt

Zillur alleg that late Ziaur
Rahman captured ower
through coup and killed hun-
dreds of t army officers
and jawans, weakening the
armed forces and putting the

country’'s independence at jeop-

e also blamed both the gov-
Emﬂmnlﬁ m;‘uzrla&lg Rahmal:j and
Begum Zia s ng dem-
ocracy through vutmculty.

The AL leader said the people
would give befitting reply to
false and misleading propa-
ganda of BNP.

Quake shakes
Tibet

HONG KONG, Nov 8: A severe
earthquake struck a remote and
spa:u%m pulated area of Tibet

were no immediate
rlepum of damage or injuries,
says AP.

China's uﬂ‘lci?.ll Xinhua new;
agency quoted the state-owne
Seismological Bureau as 8ayin
the 7.5 magnitude quake hi
Manyi, Nagqu Prefecture, in
north Tibet.

The Hong Kong Observatory
estimated the magnitude of the
quake at 7.9, and placed the epi-
center about 700 kilometers

(430 miles) north-northwest of
the Tibetan capital of Lhasa.

The ﬂh:crvatu said the
tremor was recorded at 6:08 pm
(1008 GMT).

Communication with the
upnrs:ly lated and remote
area is cult, but Xinhua
said there wcre no reports about
damage and casualties.

Quakes with magnitudes
over 7.0 can cause severe dam-
age ~n land.
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PM listens to
problems of
30 people

A cross section of people, in-
cluding women, yesterda
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
to tell their woes and sufferings,
reports UNB.

A large number of people
from the capital and other parts
of the country gathered in and
outside the Awami League cen-
tral office at B bandhu av-
enue to a e Prime Min-
ister of their problems.

For nearly 90 minutes in the
afternoon. Hasina listened to
various problems of at least 30

ple who came to the Awami
Ec:o e office on the second day
of the weekly holiday.

A middle-age woman,
Nazma Alam, came with an a
peal to the Prime Minister for
assistance to set up an employ-
ment generation centre for the

r women.

Nazma Alam informed that
she has organised a group of
working class women for self-
employment and sought help to
run the organisation. The
Prime Minister assured her of
all possible help.

young lady, Syeda Masuda
Akhtar, daughter of martyred
[reedom fighter Zafar All, came
from Boalmari of Faridpur

with an appeal for financial
help.

the Freedom Fighters Welfare
Trust.

Mohammad Bashir Ahmed,
J5, came to the Prime Minister

{ mkln% help for the treatment
r

of his troubled amputated leg.
He alleged that his right leg
from the knee was cut ofl by the
BNP terrorists on April 2, 1995.

AL to observe

‘Democracy Day’

tomorrow
By Staft Correspondent

Awami League will hold a
discussion meeting at Ramna
Park in the city on November
10 marking the 'Democracy
Day.’

Prime Minister and AL chief
Sheikh Hasina will preside
over the meeting, says a party
press release yﬂtﬂdﬂ;

On this day in 1987, a young
man, Noor Hossain was killed

in Mlce firing dnirlua anii-au-

She has been referred to -’

Bangladeshi
From Page 1

Beach Post. a newspaper pub-
lished from Florida, the au-
thorities might just do that.

Kazi is being sought by the
Florida police in an abduction
case involving his daughter
Catherinc The girl, mothered
b girl friend Francis
b{ﬂ‘f . diaappeared from their
common home in Florida in
Janu 1994 . At that time, she
was only four.

Kazi, who later broke off
with Francis, was tried by
Rivera Beach court in Florida
for abduction, but the jury ac-
quitted him in September the
same year.

Kazi later moved to Califor-
nia where he befriended a preg-
nant Jamaican woman seeking

to obtain a legal status in the

US. According to e, Kazi
ised to help the woman if
she agreed to a sham

To make the m more
convincing, Kazi later ht
the woman 300,000 dollar

worth of life insurance. On the
lu: statement, Kazi listed
ulf as the woman's legal

In B hizarr: twist of events,
Kazi met the woman a month
later at a motel in San Jose
where he reportedly attacked
her with a stun . For three
hours he beat choked her.

However, the woman sur-
vived as she pretended to be
dead and Kazi her at the mo-
tel. Two weeks later, Kazi was
arrested while trying to cross
the border into C

Last week, the jury in San
Jose deliberated less than an
hour before finding Kazi guilty
of attempted murder.

Final report
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1997: and the Administrative

Tribunals (Amendment) Bill,
1997

The committee made a final
report on these bills to be
in the Jatiya S . Earlier,
these bills were placed in the
Sangsad and sent to the special
committee for scrutiny.

The committee members —
Forest and Environment Min-
ister Syeda a Chowdhury,
Law intster Abdul Matin
Khashru, Advocate Fazle Rabbi
and Kazi Shamsur Rahman —
were present in the meeting,

Pakistan dismisses
early resumption
of talks with India

ISLAMABAD, Nov 8: Pak-
istan today dismissed any pos-
sibility uf an early resumption
uf an:e talks with arch-rival

a, it had seen no
change nri;&nd by New Delhi
since dialogue stalled in Sep-
tember, reports Reuter.

BNP other parties
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ally snatched away the right to
do politics by imposing restric-
tions on meetings on the
sireets.

Held at Jamaat office, the
meeting in a resolution called
for a united resistance against
‘conspiracy’ by the government
to hand over Chittagong Hill
Tracts to others.

Presided over by Jamaat sec-
retary general Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami the meeting
was attended by Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukdar and Shamsul
Islam of BNP, M Qamruzzaman,
Sheikh Ansar Ali and A T M
Azharul Islam of Jamaat, Kazi
Zafar Ahmed, Shah Shahid
Sarwar and Wahidur Rahman
of JP. Shafiul Alam Prodhan
and Sardar Shahjahan of
Jagpa, A S M Solaiman, Nurul

Majumdar, Abdul Mobin,
Abdul Latif Majumdar and
Alhaj Waliullah of NDA and
Saifuddin Ahmed Moni and
Mustafizur Rahman of Demo-

cralic League,
Origin of arsenic
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content of the project.” Kabir
said.
Four ple died of arsenic-

related cancer and about 2.000

were reported to have been af-
fected fo use of tubewell
water contaminated by arsenic
in nd water in the

Preli statistics, verified

by t of Public Health
andbg}n;-ummerlng (DPHE), Unicef

and Dhaka Community Hospi
tal, which is now working a
field level to investigate patient
1denuﬂcaunnmlhowed alarm-
ing pictures prompted the
World Bank to initiate pro-
grammes for immediate collec-
tion of informatl:nn to lu

implmntnuun gmg
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