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The Potato SO

There is an SOS from the potato growers and the
potato keepers. The new potato crop is ready to
sweep market in another month's time. But of E:.t
year's yield there are 11 lakh tons unsold ﬁ:‘
cluttering the cold storages of the nation. t can
be done to this stock? It will be immoral for much
of this to be dumped live as we do with a of
famine d
more importantly,
be thrown into the rivers.
the rivers. It can neither be released at a price that
will be less than its c cost to the market. In
fact, clearing and cleaning the storages to
accommodate the new crop has become a
pﬁﬂpﬁﬂlﬂﬂn beyond the capacity of the owners of
these.

The charm of potato cultivation is that it can of-
fer at least five times the starch and other food
value that rice will give over any specified area.
Wonder crop it is in every sense; potato is our best
guarantee for food security.

The problem is neither with potato or its appar-
ent over-production. A ple's taste and lfood
habit is a very inflexible thing. The Bengalees are
eating potato for more years than the Americans
where, in the land that gave the crop to the world, it
was strongly believed that eating potato led to
mental d ement. Even after all these years the
Bengalees take it only as anagj-torkari and not as
any staple like the cereals. The problem lies there.
The Bengalee is still to innovate any pitha out of
potato. Besides there are certain unfounded health-
taboos preventing its becoming a popular food.
Much has to be done to change this both by gov-
ernmental and social initiative.

Some intelligent suggestions have been given by
the cold stnragﬁ owners. To avert a very injurious
outcome they have asked of the government and
the banks some small help which should be made
available to them without delay. They have urged
the government and industry to seriously go for
other uses of potato such as industrial starch etc.
But the best way out of a food glut is export, which
they have mentioned but as a failed venture.

No, potato has a very promising prospect as an
export item. Three big markets are waiting to im-

ort potato: Malaysia, Singapore and Sri Lanka.

e only problem that has to be overcome to enter
these markets with strength is quality. Mainly
quality of the packing. We recommend that a num-
ber of reputed export houses be given the chance to
make a good landing on those three neighbours
who eat more potato than they grow. And we can
hardly afford to foul up in this also as we have

HIS year's Bangladesh Aid
I Group meeting had some
unique aspects: for the

first time since 1973 the Aid
Group Meeting has been held in
Dhaka rather than In the
salubrious and relaxing
environment of Paris city, the
amount of aid commitment for

tnw!ht:.l-ﬁnn (a E!tﬁ

The t media gave
Et of publicity for hold-

e Aid Group Meeting
) in Dhaka at their own
reqn.ﬂt The credit for t.l:ad
donors (who t have
llnsnlumt motivation to come
which is discussed further be-
low) to hold the AGM in Dhaka

certai to the govern-
ment. At a time when the coun-
try's foreign exc reserve is

under some stress, it is com-
mendable thzl;‘n;md of tl;e
t tion spend-

its hard to attend
the AGM in Paris it was able to
make the donors spend their
hard currencies to come to
Dhaka. Incidentally, it would
be in to know whether
the b-;. of a such
meetings by the donors eventu-
ally become the liability of the
recipient country. This is a
point of information that

an outside analyst would like to

However, the more impor-
" tant aspect of holding this
m&ﬁ in Dhaka was psycho-
poli . It aroused some, if not
great, tations" of receiv-
a bonus in the form of large
aid bonanza, or at least the
amount that the government
wanted. Further, one
that after the successes of
aid utilisation M
the donors gave strong l{)-
proval, or blessings with
promises of greater commit-
ments in future, that would
have given the government a
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Outcomes of Bangladesh Aid Group Me

“Although there is a visible reduction of 12 per cent in the proposed aid, the Aid Group has committed to the level
that it did last vear. From this point of view, it is not a mgjor blow to the government's expectations.

powerful political-moral bouu:*
to continue with the policies it
has been followihg. t would
have improved its political im-
age in the country. To every-
one's dismay, neither of these
expectations has been fulfilled.

One, of course, must not
make too much of the cut in
donors' aid commitment for
next year. Altho there is a
visible reduction of 12 per cent
in the proposed aid, the Aid
Group has committed to the
level that it did last year. From
this point of view, it is not a
major blow to the ment's

ex tions. Its al for a
higher amount may have been
used as a bar chip on the
table at the time tion.

If that is what the government
wanted, then one has to say that
it has been a successful strategy.
But if the government got what
it wanted, then the political fall
out of that would have been to
show to the voters that it had
the donor community s

behind them. That hasn't hap-

However, the important
point here is to note carefully
what has been happening to the
annual aid commitmepnt and
utilisation or disburiement
rates. Although the annual
commitment rate is about 81.9-
82.0 billion, the disburse-
ment/utilisation rate has been
in the range of 81.4-81.5 billion
a year. Over the last two/three

ars, the utilisation rate has
definitely slowed down some-
what with has attracted the at-
tention of the donors. The irony
is that at a time when there is a
widespread clamour for down-
sizing the government because
it has become oversized and ut-
terly inefficient, after the com-
pletion of some projects, the
short-term employees were re-
tained by the government on a
full time a regular basis
making the size of the -
ment larger still. These have
become subject of critical anal-
yses lately (including in this
column) but no deci-

swn has been taken by the gov-
ernment,

On top of it, there has been
an expensive pay award for the
ﬁuvcmmcnt employees and of-

cers which is overshooting
the targetted budF,et expendi-
tures. All in all, if inefficiency
in Iimplementation grows

but steadily, then there

is hardly any pride in rai
the level of aid commitmen
annually.

Donors' Joint Statement
on the State of Politics

The most surprising out-
come of this year's AGM is the
unusual step that donors have
taken by issuing a staternent on

the state of political confronta-
tions between the two major

litical es of the country.

sually, donors remain silent
on the politics of a recipient
country or at best express a
quiet concern about it to the
leaders in private. But this year
it has expressed its con-
cerns and amxiety with an
undertone of disapproval in a
signed statement which was
circulated to the press In a
blunt statement it said, "The
present confrontation between
the current ment and the
opposition appears to be usher-
ing in a new cycle of violence,
intimidation and instability.”
Further, "Violence in the uni-
versities, which Is condoned
and even encouraged by politi-
cal parties is another manifes-
tation of this climate of intol-
erance.” "The development
partners sincerely hoped that
all members of political parties

will respect the call of the Hon-
ourable President of
Bangladesh for tolerance and
accommodation in the interests
of the country as a whole and
settle their differences in par-
liament, and not by violence.’
Some observations on these is-

e et place. although

int .

the statement of the donors is
not a to the political

leaders of the country as such, .,

there is a clear sense of fear of
the future and a disapproval of
what the government and the
n]!:;poiitinn have been doing in
their confrontational politics.
They advised the politicians to
listen to what the “Honourable

President of the country” has
been telling them to do. Every
Bengali/Bangladeshi should
understand that when some
outsiders are telling in blunt
language what the leaders of an
independent country should be
doing, it is not only beneath the
dignity and self-respect of these
leaders but also a blow to the
sense of Independence,
sovereignty and respectable
image ol the country. sis a
national humiliation

What have the ordinary citi-
zens who have fought for the
independence of the country
and are struggling to make two
ends meet have done to earn
this humiliation? Conscience
and decency require that politi-
cians should answer this ques-
tion. In the second place, the
blame for such downgrading of
national self-respect cannot be
placed only on the door of the
opposition party. They are cer-

LETTER FROM AMERICA
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tainly to be blamed for calling
hartals but the government has
an equal responsibility in cre-
ating an atmosphere of mutual
trust and cooperation for dia-
logue both inside and outside
the Parliament. The events of
1994-96 were examples of
forcible overthrow of the
elected government even before
Magura by-election took place
which are being repeated by the
a:r‘heoucnt opposition activities.

gives the politicians the
right to push the people to
deaths and injuries through
hartals, destroy public and pri-
vate properties, uproot railway
Hnes, close down ports, trade
and industries which deprive
millions of cr:gln}rees of their

3

dai!?( livelihood”
f such activities continue to
take place every two to three
years, then the entire socio-
economic fabric will be de-
stroyed soon. There will be no
future for the country. There is
a need for a final solution to
such irresponsible acts by an
eed method. In the third
Ecac:, no government seems LO
able to control law and order
but are bent on using the
law enforcement agencies in
beating u%:tlhl: opposition on the
streets. is attitude comes
from a spirit of vengeance and
control of opposition by terror
tactics which are externalisa-
tion of autocratic and anti-
democratic values of the people
in power. Democratic institu-
tions cannot be built on such
values. Talking of democracy
and abuse of state power are an-
tithetical and hypocritical in
nature. This writer has been
writing on these issues over the
last four years in this column.
More recently articles under the
titles "Where is the Country
Heading For?” and "How is the
Country Rated Abroad?” would
be cnlightcnln? to the readers.
Incidentally, the donors’
statement is just a confirma-
tion of what have been analysed
in the last article. Finally, the

donors perhaps agreed to come

eting

to Dhaka to attend the AGM to
take the opportunity to tell the
politicians of the country sit-
ung in their own capital what,
mistakes they were committing.
Certainly. telling them what
they had to say in Dhaka was
far more effective than if it was
said in Paris.
President Shahabuddin's
Advice to the Politicians
The country as a whole owes
a debt to President Shahabud-
din Ahmed for courageously
telling the politicians about the
repeated mistakes that thc?
have been committing all
along. Hopefully his advice and
guidance would be taken seri-
ously ]:l]y liticians of both
sides of the parliament and
would be acted upon. , it
would be fitting for the Presi-
dent to uc‘!y to develop a con-
structive dialogue between the
two sides and bring them closer
to an agreement on dcw:logg
appropriate modus oper i
for successful
democracy in the country.
There are good, sincere and
honest ple on both sides of
the parliament who t re-
spond to such ideas and who
may exercise some pressure on
their leaders to come to agree on
developing such rules of be-
haviour in and outside the par-
liament.

A quarter of a century has
passed in the politics of killing.
murder and corruption. The
country has been driven to the
pit. There is a dire need for re-
versing this self-destructive
trend of activities in the coun-
try. Justice and fair play have
to prevail at every level of the
society. The highly respected
President is in a unique posi-
tion to take some initiatives in
this direction.

[(Correction: In my last
week's column, the name of the
author of the long-period busi-
ness cycle has been printed as
‘Kondrant’ which should be
"Kondratief.” Also this first
sentence s end with a full
stop after ".... predicting in the
United States,” not with a
comma).

practice of
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American children,

shields run the same risk of ineffectiveness unless
there is an expansive and efficient monitoring
mechanism. '

It should be observed here that our concern
about accidental deaths is rather too heavily tilted
towards buses as the culprits. Overloadin'iu buses
is definitely the most potent factor but the trucks
are equally culpable. Any random survey would
show that there is hardl anc?r truck in Bangladesh
that plies with its stipulated load of five tonnes.
Seven is the minimum before which it would not
move. Besides, there has to be serious change in the

leigal tone about road accidents. The interpretation
of 1dw vis-a-vis road accidents is grossly disre-
spectful to human lives. It is not the traditional

concept of accident that accounts for deaths on the
roads in Bangladesh. It is the collective indiffer-
ence to the basics of road rules including driver's
training, his fatigue. level, roadworthiness of the
vehicle that combinedly give rise to the endless
tales of major road accidents. It is murder if not by
design then definitely by indifference.

Being understaffed as the Star report us
is not BRTA's only problem. Evidently it is also
suffering from a long running problem with the
law enforcing agency about ownin responsibility
of faulty vehicles. BRTA can only take decisions ; it
cannot ensure their observation something which
has to be monitored by members
ing agency. This is the level where all good inten-
tions tend to come unstuck mainly. This calls for
teething of the law enforcing agency both from lo-
gistical point of view as well as training.

We counsel the government to take initiative to
ensure enhanced and effective cooperation between
BRTA and law enforcing agency. Opinion can be
sought from experts an Ewple involved in trans-
port business in order to bring change in a drama
which is essentially of human callousness.
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Lacustrine Consciousness
Visuals ?ubhshed in Saturday’s issue of a lead-

ing Bengali vernacular daily served a sgglfnant re-
minder of what little effect our profe concern
about city’s lakes has really had on them. De-
voured by man's spiralling need for dwelll
places and choked by the piling burden of filth
refuse , these lovely waterways that once con-
tributed so much to the aesthetics , water ma.tmbﬂei
slow bu

ment facility of the city are crawling to
sure death. The pictures showed how iwag of rub-

Years of indifference and thoughtless urbanisa-
tion has killed lakes around D i
Time has come for an integrated and sincere ap-
proach about reviving city’s waterways. This
awareness is not only necessary to make a sight for
sore eyes but also to keep the city free from water-
logging. The depleting water table of the city will be
better off for that. ’ -
The Daily Star has so far run a solo awareness
campaign. Our concentrated focus on the sad state
of the Dhanmondi Lake has triggered off encourag-
signs of consciousness. But mere consciousness

of the city dwellers cannot stop the

seeped in strictness and seriousness.
e performance of the Dhaka City corporation

at the level of hanging or s a notice board.

of the law enforc-

bish are being dumped daily at the Lake
making light of authorities’ sense of respons :
so perfunctorily demonstrated in the mute sign-
board at one side. - -

_ pollution’of the
lakes. The city authorities have to adopt measures

in this regard has been poor to say the least. Its
awareness as the picture showed is literally stuck

organised ﬂnﬂl from the
of five. the rmruﬂnﬁ*il

sports are o sed by the E—
ents. Pmm th? :
fund-raisers, equipment and
playing field maintainers and
s¥orts reporters. The ts
of all the kids have to do some-

. The writer has coached
basketball, cleaned bathrooms,

stalment, half the amount is
adjusted towards principal and
‘half the amount towards 4n-
' stalment. But this is against the
| mcl le of interest.
1 claims that their in- |
terest rate is If it is s0 |
the entire amount of instal-
ment should go towards -
pal until it is fully paid. Onl
after adjustment of princi
amount, interest amount
should be adjusted. In that case
loan burden won't be so unbear-'
able. Of course, if somebody is a
defaulter, penal interest may be
charged from him.

BFC loan should not be
'looked merely from business
‘angle but also from welfare an-
!m helps many families to

and own their houses and |
makes accommodation avail-
_able for hire by others. So a wel-

. en ses. H

“twenty-five lakh.

get into soccer (Major League.
soccer is in its infancy), wi
ten years it could be world cup
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attractive women! [n this year's
New York City marathon held
on November 2, Kenya's John

won among the men, and
Switzerland's Franziska
Rochat-Moser among the
women.

These days, America amply
rewards its sports heroes. Bas-
ketball su . Michael Jor-
dan of the Chicago Bulls earns
35 million dollars a year. Golf

Tiger Woods has
contracts with sponsors Nike,
Titleist and American ress
worth over 100 million dollars.
Virtually every professional
basketball players is a million-
aire. Things were not as
favourable for sportsmen al-

ways.

Professional sportsmen
earned little money in the
ald days. Promoters exploited

“them to the fullest, robbing

them of all their earnings. Joe
Louis, the legendary "Brown
Bomber”, and after Muhammad
Ali, the atest heavyweight

boxing Champion of the world

was broke when he retired. In

that.

of the money.

his last years, he worked as an
usher in a Las V casino.
Muhammad Ali changed all
 He realised that ple
money to see him fight, not
e promoters promote. There-
fore, he demanded that he, not
the ters, should get most

rocked the boat, the whole box-

 ing establishment went after

Because he

are sports enthusiasts: Eisen-
hower played “too much golf”
according to his critics;
Kennedy pla football, before
injuring his back, Nixon had a
bowling alley installed in the
White House, Ford was more
interested in golf than in the
Presidency, Carter was a very
fast j r, Reagan went horse
ridlng. ush was a slow jogger,
and Clinton is a golfer-jogger.

Recently, in baseball's
"World Series” upstart Florida
Marlins, in their 5th year in the
league, went on to defeat the
Cleveland Indians. 4 games to 3.
The Basketball Championship
series is also labeled "World
Championship”, although only
American and two Canadian
teams participate. For the
Americans, everything they do
is "World.”

Except: for American foot-
ball, all championship series
are best of seven matches. If a
team wins four in a row, the se-
ries is over. The other three
games are not played. Imagine,
a five match cricket test series
concluding after one team wins
the first threel

In England, class is associ-
ated with sports. The workin
class fans go for football.
cricket is the sport of the upper
class. In America, all sports are
fair game for everyone. The
only exception is golf. On a
non-competitive level, it is a
corporate sport. If one wants to

concept should not be lost
. sight of while n.gultlng loan
instalment. overnment

not act like a Shylock.
Even if it involves some subsidy

on the part of the k:
MMMWM
houses a e in large num-

subsidising the 1]
ations to the

humour. So is the case!
of WASA.
ressure from trade
unions the government could
not sell ?_ ln:ln? :;ltutanti:é
number o e-0wWTl
u:%edu of crores
of industrial loans have become
bad debts. Every big borrower of

Under

industry has borrowed crores of
taka which is difficult for
ent to . But this.

not the case with HBFC loan
where maximum loan in taka

So on humanitarian
government should charge

rely simple interest from the
rrowers of HBFC. This will
I:mw: that government is fair in

' its dealing and concerned about

the welfare of the people.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Arabic nomenclature
. Sir, I've e through the let-
ter of ohammad Azgar

‘wherein he has argued against
traditional Islamic names
which are mostly in Arabic.
Such a debate at this stage of the
history of Muslim ummabh is to-

unnecessary. What does he
want to achieve by changing

long established Arabic Islamic

names into various languages

‘of the world? Arabic names

have become an identity for
most of the Muslims around the
world, for the last 1400 years.
Muslims for the last 1400
have tried to connect
names with the name of
Allah (e.g. Abdullah) or with the

‘attributes of Allah Ie.ﬂ;.ﬁhdu
name

Mohammad

‘The true significance of the

mm or ,nsmw
cannot captu n

translations nor the ty of

the word Mohammad can come

'in translation. So the Muslims

‘will never agree to forsake and

ur Rahman).

respect of naming their chil-

eT1. ;
1 hope that all the Muslim
brothers and sisters continue to
make efforts to defeat any at-
tempt to take us away from our
tradition.

Sahera and Tahera
121, North Bashabo
Dhaka-1214

Eve up their beautiful tradition
dr

Fixed-cellular policy

Sir, The government is
rather quiet on a big national
lem: the acute shortage of
telephones for the janata. As
cellular is now competing
with the traditional fixed line
telephone, the national policy
on fixed telephone system may
be announced without delay.
and the public or private sec-
tors, or both, may announce
project ?Im-* so that the long
ting list may disappear be-
fore we step into the 2000.

The privatization of the
mobile cellular is more of a po-
litical , as few can af-
ford it, and the interfacing
teething troubles are refusing to
go away quickly. The BTTB are
great silent workers, but their

E-ﬁocmmwe tends to be invisi-
A Zabr
Dhaka

takes a no-nonsense attitude
towards sports, as it does to all
other aspects of life. The end-
less chatting of a cricket com-
mentator, like the late John Ar-
lott. between balls is absent
here. Unlike the British hyper-
bole ("there is more Lension in
the air than oxygen"]. American
comments are much more down
to earth: "he blew that onel”

* Americans do not have pa-
tience for undecided contests.
Every game has to have a win-
ner. | Fames are tied at the end
of regulation, they go into over-
time until someone wins. The
only exceptions are ice hockey
a.nci football during regular sea-
son — if the game is tied after
the first overtime period, a lie is
reluctantly acceptable. Play-
offs have to have a winner.

Fan violence in the stands is
unknown in America. All the
violence takes place on the
field.

American sports jargons are
more ressive. Instead of the
British "he is limping", Ameri-
cans will say, "he is favou
one leg." Instead of "he is
walking unaided”. American
version would be, "he is walking
under his own power."

To the Americans, every
team sport is a "ball game’.
Ever notice that all these games
have to do with hamﬂllfn%afll
ball? Unlike a British foot
commentator's final an-
nouncement, "the referee has
blown the final whistle”, the
American counte will sign
off saying, "the ball game is
over!"”

OPINION

Clinics and Emergencies

Dr Sabrina Rashid

The rate at which clinics are
mushrooming at every nook
and corner of the city is good,
and bad at the same time.
because, at least cure for small
ailments are within easy and
quick reach of the people. As

ent hospitals are by far

ew, compared to the population

and located far away from

ma.nuy pcaé)le. difficult to reach

easily and quickly at times of
encies.

But the bad side is, these
clinics are not all well-
equipped or have the required
number of doctors and nurses
needed to run a full-fledged
clinic, in order to give 24-hour
service to the people, to cope
with any kind of emergency at
any hour of the cﬂ:j}g p&use
once you start a . people of
all kinds of ailments — simple
or complicated — are bound to
come. For they have no way to
know how much of emergency
situation this clinic can handle.

For example, recently we
had the bitter experience of
having our delivery patient
admitted to a clinic. The clinic
is quite hlg.e so we thought that
there will be a doctor round the
clock. together with enough
nurses. But to our utter shock
and dismay, we found that there
was no doctor on duty and only
one nurse for the whole two sto-
ried clinic. At night, when our

atient’'s condition deteriorated
Efcause of excessive bleeding,
the nurse was busy upstairs and
could not keep an eye on our pa-
tient as closely as was need

She could not check the pa-
tient's vital signs i.e., pulse and
blood pressure, regularly. as
needed Then again. a nurse can
never replace a doctor. True. a
doctor could be called when
needed. But how can a nurse tell
when the need will be in all
cases, as she does not have that
much of training or knowledge
to undtruﬁ:;ld when an emer-

is threatening or the
tgle;?n condition i?w:rru‘:;.
In our case, the patent was pﬁa
inte shock. But the nurse cou

‘time left

of thought to the

business

=

not detect it, so as to give a call
to the doctor.

Then how can you rely on a
telephone call in our country
when the lines are so unpre-
dictable! And once the patient
starts going into shock or dete-
riora fast, there is so little
use it is then a real
emergency. When so
of drugs have to be tﬂtm
bought from a shop outside,
nothing is available in the
clinic!) and injected quickly.
Blood has to be from a
far-off blood bank. All this
takes a great deal of time and
meanwhile the patient is

ing into oblivion. She can't
rought back however man
doctors or specidlists come,
too late.
So the government must

pass a strict rule that all the |

clinics must have a full time
doctor. So many doctors are
graduating and not getting any
job but these clinic owners
won't hire enough. just to save
money! Also there should be at
least three or four nurses de-
pending on the number of beds
in the clinic, round the clock.
Here too the owners save money
by not hiring enough staff when
there is no scarcity of them at
all with so many medical and
nursing institutes in the coun-
try. The main trouble with the
owners is, all they think about
is. money, money and more
money! They don't give one bit
patients
and their needs. All t think
about is how to expand their

Even if the clinic owners put

up some facilities for the pa-
tient's benefit and not
money.

warded?
should be

or
will that go unre-
So clinic owners

and not too

generous

thrifty. ARter all. they are thu"
a humanitarian job even if tha
is a business. And this one is
not like any other businesses —
cold and calculated. This
have to do with feelings
care or else precious lives will
be at risk.




