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200 polling
centres
in Khulna

‘vulnerable’

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 8. Two hun-
dred out of a total of 600
centres in Khulna district have
been identified as "vulnerable”,
according to official sources.

Police will begin operation
in those areas from Monday to
nab all terrorists. Top pri-
ority be given on recovery
of unauthorised firearms, the
sources said.

Arrangements are being
made to ensure a free and fair
Union Parishad elections. Ac-

to sources in the office

of DIG, Khulna Range, a total of

4.695 police, BDR, APBN, RRF
See Page 12 Col 2

Khaleda begins
16-day tour
today

By Staff Corespondent

BNP chief Begum Khaleda
today begins a 16-day tour

different areas of the country

the of integrating
with the current
According to the schedule of
her tour, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Jatiya Sangsad leaves
for Barisal today. She is due to
visit Chit on November
11, Kushtia on 13, Natore on 14,
J?'pm‘hlt on 15, Dim;jgur on
16, Munshiganj on . My-
men on 22, Kishoreganj
on 23 and Bagerhat on Novem-
ber 24.
During her visit, m Zia
will address public rallies "to

reiterate BNP's political com-
mitment” to the people, said a

party press release.

BNP, 6 other
parties discuss
agitation
programmes

BNP and some other opposi-
tion groups at a meeting in the
city yesterday discu the lat-
est political situation as well as

%n_uf:gl programmes for an
- anti-government agitation, re-
ports UNB.

Ja t-e-islami, JP (Z-M),
JAGPA, DL, NDA and PNP
joined the meeting that con-
demned the government's 'pol-
icy of repression and tyranny.’

ssing concern and re-
sentment over various 'un-
democratic’ actions of the gov-
ernment. the meeting observed
that the government had virtu-

Ser Page 12 Col B

Election of BNP
MP in Chuadanga
declared void

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 8: Election of
BNP MP Md Mozammel Hugq
has been declared void by the
Khulna Divisional Election
Tribunal.

The Tribunal has ordered re-
election in two ¥ulling centres
and counting of votes in an-
other centre in Chuadanga 2
constituency.

The verdict was given on
Thursday upon a case filed by
Mirza Sultan Raja of Awami

who had contested in the
Jatiya Sangsad elections held
on June 12, 1996.

The AL candidate who had
alleged ri%ging in the polls was
defeated by a margin of 1023
voties.
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Bangladesh asks the
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The remains of Typhoon
Linda brewing into a cyclonic
storm on Wednesday turned
into a deep depression yester-
day, bringing temporary relief
to the weathermen wearily
watching it.

"We are yet to be out of the
woods,” a senior meteorologist
told The Daily Star last night.
“The cyclonic storm changed
into a deep depression, losing
most of its punches but retain-
ing some bites, moving on a
north-westerly direction.”

As the storm petered out, me-
teorologists advised lowering of
danger signal number three at
the maritime ports of Chit-
tagong. Cox's Bazar and Mongla
and hoisting of distant warning

KARTIK 25 1404 BS.

Cyclonic storm turns into deep depression

By Special Correspondent

signal number two.

The fallout from Linda that
rammed the coasts of Vietnam,
Cambodia and parts of Thai-
land on Tuesday "regrou in
the warmth of Andaman Sea".

It headed north-west then
ch course towards north-
east, eyeing the Myanmar's
Arakan coast on Thursday. But
it again shifted gears and
steered slightly north-west-
ward, moving north towards
Bangladesh, triggering an
alarm, the meteorologist said.

But the storm remained idle

terday and began fizzling out

ore releasing some showers
from its advanced elements on
the south-eastern coast, spe-
cially in Cox's Bazar on Friday

and in Chitlag:ng yesterday.
The deep depression was far

from posing a threat to
Bangladesh but required close
watch on its movement, he said.

" The maximum sustained
wind within 4E-k:1boif 151:; k:‘;‘l-
pression centre is t ‘
rising to 60 kph in gusts
squalls. The Bay will remain
moderate, the Met Office said in
a bulletin at 10:45 pm.

The cyclonic storm over the
East Central Bay remained
practically stationary and
weakened into a deep depres-
sion, centred at 9 pm yesterday
about 750 km south-southwest
of Chittagong Port and 670-km
south-southwest of Cox's Bazar
port. It is likely to move slowly

JS session resumes today

Backstage parleys between

After a six-day recess, the
Jatiya d resumes its ses-
sion this afternoon amid back-
stage parleys to resolve the po-
litical stalemate arising out the
major opposition party's stick-
ing to its decision not to return
to the House.

No substantial progress has
so far been made to resolve the
crisis, according to sources in
the tion political camp.

The Seventh Jatiya Sangsad
went into its seventh session on
November 2 with BNP legisla-
tors remaining outside the
House. Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury had ad-

journed the sitting on the same

da}:rEntﬂ today.
e major opposition part
in Jatiya sad, Banglades

Nationalist Party (BNFP). has
been abstaining from attending
parliament proceedings since
the second sitting of the last
session.

While coming out of the
House a little more than two

By Staff Correspondent

months back, the opposition
party had put furwargo a 14-
point charter of demand and
said that they would not return
to the House unless the de-
mands were met by the govern-
ment.

The demands include stop-
page of "political persecution”

Final report on

3 bills to be
placed in JS

A meeting of special com-
mittee on scrutinising bills was
held at the Jatiya Sangsad Bha-
ban yesterday with its president
Advocate M Rahamat Ali in the
chair. reports UNB.

The committee scrutinised
the bills: The Speaker and
Deputy Speaker (Remuneration
and Privileges) (Amendment)
Bill. 1997; The Bangladesh
(Whips) (Amendment) Bill.

See Page 12 Col 7

ruling party, Opposition

ainst the opposition parties,

stribution of membership on
the JS standing bodies in ac-
cordance with th;_.'. arliamen-
tary strengths o e parties
concerned and withdrawal of
"false” cases opposition
leaders and : 3

Meanwhile, some leaders of
the ruling and opposition par-
ties are learnt to have bac
di e to create a "co al
atmosphere™ for an ofilicial
meeting to fix terms for the BNP
to come back to the House.

According to sources close to
the BNP high command, the

arty is " to resolve the po-

itical stalemate through offi-
cial dialogue, but the govern-
ment has to create a
atinosphere for the dialogue.”

A BNP leader w5 s renort-
edly involved in the
process said suv.ne gove...nent
steps such as nt of the
pontoon t+irfige on the lake
connecting the mazar of late

See Page 12 Col 2

in a north westerly direction.

If it maintains its course and

n strength once again, it may

h the south-western coast of
Eﬁl“‘j“‘h before heading to-

s India.

The Met Office warned the
fishing boats and trawlers in
the North Bay in stay close to
the shore sail with caution
till further notice.

A BBC TV weather bulletin
yestercdlay showed change in the
course of the storm, turning

into a deep depression, retain-
ing some of its :

The bulletin said it would
require a couple of days' watch
as it was lpractlcally stationary
moving slowly towards north-
west.

Tremors shake
Chandpur,
Pirojpur

Tremors shook Chandpur

and Pirojpur towns g:st:rday
afternoon, UNB.
However, no loss of life or

damage to prope was re-
port;f from the eal;glquakc-hil
areas. ~

The earthquake jolted
Chandpur town and Hajiﬁ:nd
thana at around 4 pm,
people said. It lasted for a few
seconds

Another mild tremor shook
the Pirojpur town at around
4:30 pm.

Rail-road barricade
by jute, textile

workers Nov 10, 11

By Staff Correspondent

Leadc;lu}d of ]ut]r: and textile
workers employees yester-
day announced a 48-hour in-
dustrial strike on November 10

and 11 ncoommdby a full-
day rail-road e on the
first day and a half-day barri-
cade on the second day lo press
Their demands

higher wages and
See Page 12 Col 3

include
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'"Refugee repatriation to be

completed in next phase'

CHITTAGONG, Nov 8: Abul
Hasnat Abdullah, Convenor of
the National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts said here
toda that the remaining
tribal refugees encamped in
Tripura, India, would come
back in the next phase of repa-
triation, scheduled to begin on
November 21.

"This time, the repatriation
will continue unhindered,” Ab-
dullah, also Chief Whip of the
Jatiya Sangsad, told newsmen
after a meeting of the Task
Force Committee on Tribal

Refugees, held at Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

Circuit House.

Abdullah attended the meet-
ing as chief guest.

He said that as per decision

of the meeting, a teamn headed

the Deputy Commissioner of

agrach Md. Ismail would
go to Tripura shortly to finalise
with the authorities there the
modalities of repatriation as
gll as tuberct:e ve tl;; list of

u to repatriated.

‘mllah said toaay's meet-
ing reviewed the overall situa-
tion in the CHT relating to repa-
triation.

But he declined to elaborate

the preparations for the repa-
triation.

Emerging from the closed
door meeting, Abdullah first re-
fused to tell anything. Bein
pressed by newsmen, ibdullal%
talked to them briefly.

However, Divisional Com-
missioner of Chittagong Md.
Shawkat Hossain, informed
that the Task Force meeting re-
views rehabilitation of the
tribal refugees who were repa-
triated earlier.

Mayor of Chittagong City
Corporation Mohiuddin

See Page 12 Col 3

10 killed, 32 hurt in

Jhenidah bus plunge

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Nov 8: At least
10 passengers were killed and
32 others injured when a pas-

bus fell into Kumar river
in Shailakupa thana on
ngcnldah-Kua tia highway to-
Yﬁcmrdmg “to witnesses and
police, the accident occurred
when the Kushtia bound bus
crashed the railing of a bridge
over river Kumar and plunged
into the river at 2 pm. e
driver lost control over the ve-
hicle as he tried to save to buf-
faloes on the bridge.

Four ers died on the

t, one succumbed to injuries
at Shailakupa thana health
complex and five others at Jes-
sore hospital.

Of the dead. two were identi-
fied as Kulsum. 18, and Haiji
Rezaul 55. The identities of oth-
ers could not be known.

The injured passengers were
admitted to Shailakupa health
complex, Jessore sadar hospital
and Kushtia general hospital.

Deputy commissioner and
police super visited the spot
soon after the accident.

UNB adds: A motor-cyclist

was killed and two other riders
were wounded in a road accident
at Sirajganj today, dpolic: and
hﬁﬂgl sources said.
ye witnesses said the acci-

dent occurred when the motor-

cle overturned and fell into a

itch near Sirajganil pourasava
in the early hours ol today.

Seriously injured Selim, 32,
a Jubo League worker,
rushed to District General Hos-
pital. He succumbed to his in-
juries on way to Dhaka. Two
others are now under treatment
at Sira %nj general hospital.

In Pabna, a trader was killed
and his assistant sustained se-
rious injury when a truck hit a
rickshaw-van on Pabna-
Iswardi highway at Amtali to-
day.

YPuIice and witnesses said the
speedi truck knocked the
three-wheeler carrying goods,
leaving Narayan, 40, dead on
the spot in the morning. The
driver of the truck fled the
sCene.

Critically injured Sukuinar,
45. was admitted to Sadar hos-
pital. A case was filed in this
connection.

|
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terday. Be it a biscuit or a bread, they are not unhappy, hiving for the day and leaving the future for the bickering

politicians to decide.

An 800,000 US dollar project

has been taken up to c out
geological, hydrﬁfenlogic and
geotechnical studies on the ori-

gin of arsenic contamination of
ound water in the country, of-
sources said.

The World Bank is coordi-
nating the project funded by the
British Department for Inter-
national Development. The
studies will be conducted by the
British Geological Survey
(BGS).

"It would be a two-year pro-
gramme consisting of two
phases. The mission of the pro-
ect. scheduled to start by the
ast week of this month, is to
find out where from arsenic is
coming. The proposed research
programme would be carried
out in collaboration with
Bangladesh Water Development
Board's Ground Water Circle,
Geological Survey of Bangla-
desh, DPHE a Dhaka and
Rajshahi wuniversities.”" said

'WB project to study origin
of arsenic contamination

By Naimul Haq

Babar N Kabir. Chief of WB's
Water and Sanitation Pro-
gramme at its Dhaka office.
There are two phases of the
research project. The first one
would involve a six-month ini-
tial assessment of the cause and
extent of the problem and would
help the government and the

UP member

candidate
shot dead

BANDARBAN, Nov 8 A UP
member candidate was shot
dead by unidentified miscreants
in Bandarban late last night,
police said, reports BSS.

Zahir Ahmed, 32. a candi-
date for the membership of
Gungdhum Union Parishad of
the district died on the spot as
the miscreants fired on him. He
was returning home after an
election campaign.

WB in formulating auxiliary
projects for the second year of
the 60 million dollar 'umbrella
investment programme. The
second phase would provide
additional information to ver-
if'y the source and mechanism
of mobilisation of arsenic.

The studies will help deter-
mine the feasibility of certain
possible long-term mitigation
measures such as use ol deep
tubewells and the effect of con-
tinued use of uncontaminated
wells.

The field level data collec-
tion will involve drilling of
wells in 30 districts up to a
depth of about 300 metres for
sediment analysis. Accord-
ingly. evaluation map would be

repared to give first-hand in-
ormation for any reference
during the implementation of
the proposed project.

"An e eer from UK is al-
ready in the city to evaluate the

Sée Page 12 Col B
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Singer manhandled
for songs against

loan defaulters

A young singer, popular for
his self-composed mass songs.
was roughed up by some armed
hoodlums for his songs against
bank loan defaulters, reports
UNB.

“The terrorists beat me mer-
cilessly and asked not to sin
such songs in future.,” sai
singer Mahmuduzzaman Babu
in a statement last t.

Babu enthralled the audien-

ce by rendering a number of

songs against defaulters at
Ramna Green on November 2,
the concluding day of the First
National Mass Song Festival,
organised by ammilito
Sangskritik Jote.

e hoodlums attacked him
in [ront of National Museum on
November 5,

Meanwhile, 22 drama and
cultural organisations, inclu-
di Dhaka Padatik, Loknat-
yadal, Dhaka Theatre, Saras-
wati, Dhaka University Deba-
ting Soclety and Dhaka Uni-
versity Film Society In a joint
statement condemned the at-
tack on the artiste.

wer plant rehabilitation

Allowing foreign cos
being examined

By Sharier Khan and Inam Ahmed

The government is looking
into the possibility of allowing
foreign firms to rehabilitate,
maintain and own (ROM) and
rehabilitate, own, operate, and
transfer (ROOT) of the country’s
age-old power plants, official
sources said.

There are several plants in
the country which are not under
optimum utilisation now and
by rehabilitating those unin-
terrupted generation of some
600 mw of electricity could be
ensured, the sources said. These
plants are performing poorly
now and the government has
already undertaken a project to
rehabilitate plants having 360
mw capacity.

The current rehabilitation
rogramme undertaken by the
ower Development Board

(PDB) "lingers unnecessarily”
and the rehabilitation schemes
for plants in Kaptai, Shika-
lbaha and a barge-mounted
plant in Khulna which were
supposed to be completed by
August this year could not be

com . the sources said.

mgd of Investment
(BOI) in a recent meeting sug-
gested that the energy ministry
should formulate a policy re-
garding ROM and ROOT of oild
power plants.

Based on the ROM and ROOT
idea, a British firm, Panda,
submitted a proposal to the gov-
ernment for rehabilitation of

two plants in Khulna —
one having 60 mw and another
110 mw capacity — a year ago,
according to the sources.

But so far, this proposal has
been i ;

"The rehabilitation schemes
by private parties could be an
easy way of bringing the
ramshackle power plants to

their feet,” said a ministry
sOUrce.

The World Bank recently
urged the energy ministry to

implement the idea of rehabili-
tation through private sector.

Experts said that the current
load sﬂccddlng could be solved to
a great extent simply by bring-
ing the old plants to their full
generation capacity.

But a major constraint in
rehabilitating these plants is
shortage of funds. Donors did
not release any substantial
amount of funds for this pur-
pose in the last seven years.

However, a recent World
Bank mission assured the gov-
ernment that a 250 million US
dollar credit for the power sec-
tor could be released under

“tough conditionalities.” the
source said.
Ministry officials now find

that using this ROM and ROOT
slratca, this fund shortage
could easily overcome with-
out putting any budgetary
strain.

MADRAS. Nov B: A member
of India's fragile coalition gov-
ernment has threatened to pull
out of the administration for
the second time in five months,

officials said today, reports
AFP.
The DMK, a party from the

southern state of Tamil Nadu
with three cabinet ministers,
made the threat after accusi
New Delhi of failing to de
with the concerns of state gov-
ernments.

DMK leader Muthuvel
Karunanidhi said the United
Front minority coalition,

DMK indicted
for aiding LTTE

NEW DELHI. Nov 8: An In-
dian regional party has been
indicated by utors of aid-
ing Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger
guerillas, widely blamed for

mier Rajiv Gandhi's assas-
sination, the United News of

See Page 12 Col |

DMK threatens to
quit UF govt

which is made up of more than
a dozen left-wing and centrist
parties, showed "apathy” to-
wards nal problems.
The DMK, which has 18 of
the Front's 180 members of
arliament in the 545-seat
ower house, had also threat-
ened to withdraw from the

coalition in July claiming it
was tired of infighting between
the alliance ers. The party

later withdrew the threat.

Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral's coalition came to

wer in April replacing an ear-
jer United Front alllance
which collapsed after 11
months.

Karunanidhi. who is also the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
said he was frustrated that New
Delhi did not seem committed
to solving a controversial dis-
pute between the state and
ncighhuurlngr Karnataka over
water rights from the Cauvery
river.

He said Gujral had been
"evasive" over the issue.

— T —————

US Secy of State
Albright
due Nov 19

By Staff Correspondent

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright will arrive
in Dhaka on November 19 on a
brief visit to Bangladesh, ac-
cording to diplomatic sources.

The Secretary of State will
arrive by a special aircraft at 9
pm. She will spend the night in
Dhaka and leave the following
day at 2 pm.

The sources indicated that
she is likely to stay at the US

was | embassy or at the Sonargaon

Hotel.
Madeleine Albright's pro-

See Page 12 Col 2

Launch sinks
in Meghna:
passengers

rescued

From Our Correspondent
CHANDPUR, Nov 8: All 500

| passengers were rescued before

the launch in which they were
travelling sank in the river
Meghna near Ghanipur char, 12
km north of Chandpur town. in
the early hours of today.

Two vessels sent by district

* administration carried the pas-

sengers to the share. However,

\_about 15 of them were injured
when the pamicked ﬂaase ers
t

rushed to get off the sinking

' launch.

District Additional Superin-
tendent of Police said the
launch 'MV Salahuddin'. bound
for Lalmohan thana of Bhola
district fromi Dhaka with 500

See Page 12 Col 2

Bangladeshi gets
life term in US
for attempted
murder

NEW YORK, Nov 8: A young
Bangladeshi man has been sen-
tenced to life in prison by a
court in California for at-
tempted murder, reports UNB.

Misbah Kazi., 27, a natu-
ralised American citizen, was
convicted by a i|ur}r in San Jose
on October 2 of trying to beat a
Jamaican woman to death in a
bid to collect her life insurance
money.

His sentencing took place on
Thursday last. Under Califor-
nian law, the prosecutor’s office
now has 120 days to ask for re-
duced sentience.

According to Friday's Palm

See Page 12 Col 7
Body found in
Dhanmondi lake

By Staff Correspondent

Fishermen netted the body
of a man identified as Mazharul
Islam Mehedul, aged about 35,
from the northern part of
Dhanmondi lake ehind
Dhanmondi Government Girls
School in the city yesterday at
around 10 am.

Mehedul was a driver of the
Local Government and Engi-
neering Department (LGED) of-
fice at Agargaon. He used to
drive LGED's Additional Chief
Engineer Monwar Hossain
Chowdhury's car.

At the site, Chowdhury told
this correspondent that Mehe-
dul had gone to his '(Chowdh-
ury’'s) house at Road 16 to keep
the car at around 7-45 pm on

Sec Page 12 Col 1

45 garment
shops gutted
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Nov 8: At

| least 45 garment shops were

tted in a devastati re that

roke out in Jawhr Hawkers

Market here in the early hours
of today, reports BSS.

Three persons, including the
Deputy Director of the Fire
Service, were injured in the fire.

The fire originated from one
shop at around 2.30 am and
soon engulfed the others. All
the shops were packed with
clothes.

Eleven fire units have s -
Elcd for more than two hours to

ring the fire under control.
Deputy Director of the Fire
Service, Mohammad Ali, was
injured while leading the opera-

See Page 12 Col 3



