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20 including
9 BSF men
killed 1n
Tripura blast

AGARTALA. Nov 7: At least
20 , nine BSF personnel

11 civilians, all travelling
in a BSF convoy. were killed in

a powerful on by sus-
ed militants of the banned
ational Liberation Front of
Tripura near Raishyabari in
Dhalai district. the Director

anti-tank mines, blew up the
vehicle, which was the second
from the front, into pieces.

AK Sarbadhikari, said that the
militants attacked the BSF
convoy which was on its way to
Dyke four around noon r
conducting an anti-militant

JSD leader
shot dead

in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, November 7: A
JSD leader and Freedom
Fighter, Abdul Wahab, 45, was

down last night by five
unidentified persons of a tea
stall at Khoksa Bazar in the
town.

Police later recovered the

and sent it to Kushtia Gen-
eral Hospital for autopsy. A
case has been registered with
Khoksa police station in this
connection.

After au today, JSD
leaders and workers brought

Oy ol M, s s e

main streets of the town.

“!Y later held a meeting at
Majampur gale with Lokman
Hossain in chair and called
dawn-to-dusk . hartal in the

They Luught' out a

town .
rchprou-ﬂmrtlu

to s evenin
in support I:nftumn|:|:|v|;~rru::u'|w"-hmrg

™ 56 killed as
train hits
bus in Cuba

HAVANA, Nov 7. A train hit
a packed bus that had
failed to stop at an intersection
in rural Cuba early Thursday,
killing 56 people and injuring
eight, according to a prelimi-
nary toll, radio Progresogre-
ported, says AFP.

The crash occurred near the
eastern Cuban town of San

German.
' Most of the on the bus
were adults tra from the

town of Urbano Noris to the

ovincial capital Holguin. The
gﬂin was travelling from San-
tiago to Havana.
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Investors urged at ¢

KARTIK 24 1404 BS.

A two-day investors' confer-
ence concluded in the city yes-
::3: with ministers, donors

gn companies operat-
ing in the country urging the
prospective investors to put
their capital in Bangladesh to
exploit its vast potential, re-

ports UNB. :
_"'I'h[u"% a country that has a
future . . . you should take
that adesh is a very
ood investment destination."
ance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria told the investors before

winding up the meeting.

The Investors’ Forum —
: A New Era for In-
vestment and Growth — at-
tracted executives from some 50
international companies and
investment firms, but political
uncertainty overshadowed its

Klm to assure the

main
prospective investors that de-
te some political differences,
's major political
are united on a point :
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oncluding session of int’] confce

Exploit vast potential
in Bangladesh

Large-scale foreign private in-

“vestment.

“There is a national consen-
sus on economic issues and in-
vestors should take note of it . . .
Yes, there are some occasional
disturbances, but these are
nothing but some ripples,” he
said in his summary speech to
the conference.

The adesh government
in collaboration with the Fi-
nancial Times Conference, a

_subsidiary of the London-based

ecortomic daily, organised the
forum just after the Bangladesh
Aiij Group Meeting at a city ho-
tel.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed, who
spoke on the role of fo in-
vestment in Bangladesh, also
made a similar call to the in-
vestors to invest in a country
that have many opportunities
to offer.

"We are no more identified as
a country of cyclone, tidal bore,

starvation and economic back-
wardness, rather a country of
bright prospect for rapid eco-
nomic development,” he told
the conference.

He again listed the incen-
tives and o rtunities now
prevailing in Bangladesh and
said many foreign investors
have already shown tremen-
dous interests to invest in the
country’'s potential sectors.

“You please come to invest in
the potential sectors for high
returns by taking advaptage of
the ferential market access
and investment incentives of-
fered by the government,” To-
fael told the investors.

Representatives of the for-

eign companies -active
in 'the country also expressed
the same view that te some

problems., Bangladesh remains
a good destination for forei
investors as it ensures proi-

itable growth. X
See Page 12 Col 4

Task Force on refugee

Task Force meets
in Ctg today to
review CHT
situation

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 7: The
repatria-
tion will hold a at Chit-
tag circuit house tomorrow
to ew the overall situation
in CHT ahead of resumption of
repatriation of tribal refugees
from Tripura, India.

Divisional Commissioner of

Chlttm Md Shakawat Hos-
sain s the member secre-
tary of Task Force told this cor-
respondent that tomorrow's
meeting was also aimed at tak-

ing preparation to start the next
phase of repatriation, sched-

uled to begin from November

21.
Chief Whip of Jatiya
Abul Hasnat Abdullah
who is head the National
Cnnm]iltae:thﬂn HT is e
to atten e meeﬂng as
gmst while Mayor of Chi
ity Corporation Mohiuddin
Chowdhury will remain present

as special guest, in the
Task Force said. . |

The meeting will be presided
over Ig Kalparanjan Cl:l'lnk.ma.
MP hairman of the Task

""""
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BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia addressing

organised to mark November 7.

R e . [ -

a discussion | meeting at

........
......

P I

" g

Ramna Batmul in the city

e

The Daily Star

RAJAB 7 1418

RI

e . - — e o —— . —_

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, SIS
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE B N
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. ol T
NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.
TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

by
El
&

By Special Correspondent

‘The remains of Typhoon
Linda that raked Vietnam,
Cugbudia and part}ia n}' Thai-

gained strength ro in

Central Bay yesterday, but

its slurred northerly movement

on the day kept meteorologists

on their toes, watching its
movement.

The cyclonic storm is likely
to intensify further and move
slowly in a northerly direction.
If it does not change course, it
may move towards Bangladesh,
a meteorologist told The Daily
Star last t.

If the storm moves in a
north-easterly direction, it will
crash on the mountains of

Arakan in Western M mar
ﬂndlnshpurlanfBanglmh’n

south-eastern tt;]m said.
.M:Ol'd.hlg ers

from Calcutta ‘guutlng Indian

weathermen, ' the storm was

moving "in the north direction,

the tm)hmn may avert India

and hit parts of Burma and

!ﬁe weil:r.l course of the

storm has baffled its watchers.

When the tail spin moved from
the remains of Linda on the
Andaman Sea last week, it
turned into a cyclonic storm on
Wednesday and proceeded

_ north-westward.

On Thursday evening, it
cha:&erg course, veering right
and atened to hit the Myan-
mar coast by Friday morning.

It, however, remained virtu-
ally idle yesterday, movin
slightly north-westward, an
was centred at 9 pm last night
about 720 kms south-southeast
of Chitta.glc:ng Port.

It is likely to intensify fur-
ther and move slowly in a
northerly direction, the Met of-
fice in its bulletin at 10-30 pm
said.
The maximum sustained
wind within 54 kms of the cy-
clone centre is about 70 kph,
rising to 85 kph in gusts

. Sea will remain rough.
Maritime ports of Chittagong
and Cox's have been ad-
vised to lower distant warning
signal number two but hoist lo-

See Page 12 Col 8

Khaleda at discussion on ’Solidarity Day’

Foil conspiracy

on CHT, Sylhet

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the tion in
the Jatiya Kha-
leda Zia yesterday cautioned

against 'conspiracy’ to comp-
romise the country's sove-
reignty over Chittag Hill

on
Tracts (CHT). Sylhet and some

uhu-ammdurﬁlthe
to get united in the 'spirit of

November 7 revolution.’
"Conspiracy is on against
the CHT, one tenth area of the
country. If the country's
sovereignty over CHT is com-
promised, we may lose Chit-
tagong and the sea port as well
and eventually Feni also,” said
the BNP while tak-

ing-part in a-

in the - -

city a# chief guest.

The discussion meeting
marking the 'National Revolu-
tion and Solidarity Day’ was
held at Ramna Park, organised
by the solidarity day obser-
vance committee, with its con-
venor and BNP leader Mir
Shawkat Ali in the chair.

Begum Zia also said that
conspiracy was on with some
other resourceful parts of the
country including Sylhet. "If
this subservient government
tries to hand over to India vari-
ous t‘l:"lf the i::tlrun 1 includ-
ing CHT, the E:wi unite in
ﬂltn{:dntnfhrm 26, 1971 and

See Page 12 Col 1

Fitness stickers, laminated dri

ving licences soon |

Deaths from road accidents
nearly double in 9 months

The Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA) is
going to introduce fitness
sticker to be used on wind-
shields of vehicles and lami-
nated driving licence soon to
check deaths from increasing
road accidents which nearly
duuhltgcr flvi;irlng Jnn::g&

tem 8 year com
1 fade vours.

Sources in the BRTA said
fully computerised vehicle in-

centres and overload-
tems will
haka, Chit-

monitoring

also be set up in

tagong. Khulna and Rajshahi to
check fitness of vehicles.

The decisions, to be imple-

By Masud Arif

mented within the next six
months, are among some mea-
sures being studied by the Na-
tional Road Safety Council to
check road accidents, the
sources said.
According to data avallable
from police ent, a total
of 2,297 people were killed and
4,028 injured in road accidents
across the country from Jan-
uary to September this year.
The death toll was 1,328 during
the corresponding od last
ear and 1,267 in year be-
ore.
The BRTA sources said most
of the accidents occurred due to
drivers’' faults, overloading and

of unfit vehicles. A lnﬁ
ng r of drivers and vehic
owners do not even bother to
check fitness of their vehicles
with the authorities concerned,
they said.

futing a common allega-
tion that the BRTA failed to
stop plying of unfit vehicles on
the roads, a BRTA official said,
“The BRTA has no authority to
look into it. It is the police who
are legally obliged to check fit-
ness certificates.”

He, however, said the BRTA
should be strengthened with
more manpower and logistic
support to make it more effec-

Sed Page 12 Col 8
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delay
journals and bulletins of the

Interventions under ESP to -

address health needs planned

The g t has plan-
ned a set of interventions 'under
the E&sential Services Package
(ESP) to address the most
health needs of the

paﬁrclt:.

cording to official sour-
ces, the foremost goal of ESP. (o
be launched shortly, is to
improve ctive and child
health care which includes
avoidance of unwanted fer-
tility, reduction of maternal
mortality and morbidity,

By Naimul Haq

communicable disease control
and provision for limited cura-
tive care.

There will be interventions
at four levels. These are: Com-
munity level, which will cover
places at union level to be vis-
ited by health workers and vol-
unteers, health and family
welfare centres (HFWC) and ru-
ral dispensaries (RD), thana
health centres (THC), first re-
ferral and district hospitals,
second referral. "The provision

of services will be at lower level.
Activities become technicall
demanding as the service leve
increases. A referral system
will be developed to ensure ac-
cess to hi level facilities
for clients needing those ser-
vices,” said Dr Hossain,
Director of Primary Health
Care.

The World Development Re-
port 1993 identified such inter-
ventions based on the Im“’t

See Page 12 Col 3

BB Governor
annoyed at delay
in publication

of bulletins

By Govinda Shil
adesh Bank Governor
Sarkar has ex-

his dissatisfaction over
in publication of some

central bank.

Publication of at least 16
ournals and bulletins have

n due for long. official
sources said. .

The Governor, in two recent
meetings, reminded the offi-

cials concerned to publish those

800N,

“What shall 1 do with a two-
year-old r 7" he retorted
when an official submitted to

him a report on Commercial

Bank Inspections, 1995, at a
a source said.

The publications due include

See Page 12 Col 3

No Damal Smriti
final today

Sports Reporter
The final of the 18th Damal
Smriti cricket tournament be-
tween defending champions
Abahani Krira Chakra and
Mohammedans Sporting Club
will not be held today at the
Dhaka Stadium following Mo-
hammedans refusal to play in
protest of the fines im on
star players, ski Aminul Is-
lam Bulbul and all-rounder

Minhajul Abedin Nannu.
Bulbul and Nannu were
fined Tk 75.000 each for their
un-sportsman like behaviour
during the Abahani-Mo-
hammedan group match on

November 2.
See Page 12 Col 2

Bidding for exploration blocks

No outcome in talks
with Shell

Star Report

ations with oil giant
Shell. for hydrocarbon explo-
ration in different blocks in the
country ended last week with-
out any positive outcome,

Meanwhile, the government,
on Wednesday, invited South
Asia Oil, USA. to discuss hydro-
carbon exploration in blocks 4
and 5. The company told the
Energy Ministry that it would
send its representatives on
November 16.

Another US company, En-
ron, has been invited to discuss
about blocks 6 and 11 on
Novemnber 11.

The sources said no substan-
tial progress has been made so

far in the negotiations on sign-
ing Production Sharing Con-
tracts (PSCs) for exploration of
hydrocarbon in 12 blocks in the
country. The government had
sald earlier that negotiations
would be completed and PSCs

signed with "competent” com-
December 15.
The Energy Secretary. who

plays a vital role in the negoti-
ation process, is scheduled to go
on a two-week official visit to
the US while a member of the
negotiation committee is leav-
ing for a week-long visit to In-
dia. Observers said that their
absence would slow down the
on-going negotiations.

See Page 12 Col 8

3 more EPZs to be
set up in 2 yrs

Bangladesh will have three
more export processing zones
within next two
additional facilities for in-
vestors from both home and

. BSS.

Disclosing this in the last
session of the investors' forum
in the city yesterday, Moazzem
Hossain Khan, executive
chairman of BEPZA said the ex-
isting two export grn-caulng
zones (EPZ) are unable to cope
with increasing demand from
investors.

Peter Montagnon. Asia edi-

tor, Financial Times. was in the
chair. The session was titled "
investing for export: export
processing zone". Kihak Sung,
chairman , Youngone Corpora-
tion, one of the largest foreign
companies in EPZ also spoke in
the session.

Khan said despite expan-
sion, CEPZ and DEPZ are not in
a position to make room for
any more investor.

The hom eous nature of
the land and its people, large
number of potential human re-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Wnre sifting through potatoes at . cn storage in Munshigan) to sort o :
" ’ — Star photo by AKM Mohsin

Potato farmers stuck with huge stock

e ™ b .. :
ut bad ones

By Shehab Ahmed

Thousands of potato farmers
and cold storage owners are in
a fix with about 11 lakh tonnes
of potato lying in cold cham-
bers in the country before the
new harvest starts arriving in
the market early next month.

Disposing the h stock has
become a headache for the cold
storage owners. They simpl
cannot throw it out of the col

stor . It costs them to prop-
erly dispose of the discarded
tato, instead of throwin

hose into rivers or in the fields
that poses health and environ-
mental hazards.

As cold storage owners pon-
der over disposal of the old
stock before time runs out in
the next three weeks, their
creditors too are getting wor-
ried. A huge amount of bank
loans would likely remain un-
paid. ,
General secretary of the

See Page 12 Col 7

Water, power lines of

16 shops at ZIA cut

By Staff Correspondent

The Zia International Air-
(ZIA) authorities has dis-
connected the power and water
supply lines of most of the
shops inside the follow-
ing a four-year dispute over
rent.

The action was taken on
Wednesday in a bid to recover
about Tk two crore in unpaid
rent and other charges from the
nthJl. airport sources said.

t concerned 16 shops In-
cluding those of stationary and
snacks.

Shop owners claimed that
the ZIA authorities did not have
the right to disconnect the util-
ity supply lines as there was a
court er to maintain status
quo. They also said the action
seriously hampered their busi-
ness mz tarnished the image of
the international airport.

A top ZIA official, however.

said they did not shut down the
shops but snapped the sup{)ly
lines as shop owners had failed
to pay about Tk 30 lakh in ar-
rear bills for and water.

The dispute between shop
owners and the ZIA authorities
began when the rent of shops
was increased by 15 per cent in
1993, sources said.

Rent was increased after ex-
piry of the contract with the

owWners.
that time., ZIA authority

offered the shop owners to re-
new the contract accepting the
15 per cent rent increase per
year or leave the shops.

But the shop owners refused
to accept the 15 per cent in-
crease and later went to the
court.

A shop owner, talking to The
Daily Star, claimed they paid

See Page 12 Col 1
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Watgr_ transi_f;

Cyclonic storm in | mioBangia talks
Bay intensifies

on renewal of

protocol begin

NEW DELHI, Nov 7: An offi-
cial-level talks between Ban-
gladesh and India on the
renewal of the protocol on in-
landhwatetl;aransit and t!?sd; be-

ere today, reports B5S.

gEln"I‘!l'u: talks leﬁp::}nntinuc till
Monday when the renewal of
the Indo-Bangladesh protocol
on inland water transit and
trade is exﬁected to be approved
by both the countries, official
sources said.

At the talks, Shipping Secre-
tary AH Mofazzal Karim is
leading the Bangladesh side
while Surface Transport Secre-
tary Yogendra Narain is the
head of Indian side.

The agreement was signed
earlier in 1995 for a period of
two years.

Albright to
start S Asia
tour Nov 16

WASHINGTON, Nov 7: US
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright and Defence Secretary
Willlam Cohen planned to
travel to South Asia and Asia
next week on separate trips, re-
ports AP.

Albright will visit Pakistan,
India and Bangladesh to help
prﬂ:are for a presidential tri
to those countries in early 1998.

She will arrive in Pakistan
on Nov. 16 after taking part in a
Middle East economic confer-
ence in Qatar.

In Pakistan she will encour-
age the government's commit-
ment to democratic develop-
ment, human rights, and reli-

ous tolerance, and work with
akistani officials to end the
conflict in Afghanistan, State
rtment spokesman James

P Rubin said.

He said the focus in India
will be on strategic and envi-
ronmental issues. The dispute
between India and Pakistan
will not be a central theme of
the trip.

The agenda for Bangladesh
includes democratic and eco-
nomic development, women's
empowerment and child labour
issues, Rubin said.

Preparations for
business summit
almost complete

Preparations are almost
complete to host a three-nation
business summit in the city on
November 23 that is poised to
usher in a new horizon of mu-
tual trust and climate of coop-
eration among the countries of
the subcontinent, reports UNB.

Initiated by Dhaka, the
summit conference will be at-
tended by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, Indian Prime
Minister IK Gujral and Pak-
istan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif.

The three leaders will strive
to devise ways of maximising
trade and economic coopera-
tion to promote socio-economic
condition of some 1.25 billion

le.
p‘m’}?h«: lanned summit, first of
its kind, is seen as launching
pad towards establishing a free
trade zone In the South Asian

region.
IK Gujral and Nawaz Sharif,
who will arrive in the city on

See Page 12 Col 2

4-nation confce on
eradication of
Malaria, Kala Azar
in city Nov 18-20

By Staff Correspondent

A four-nation conference on
control and eradication of two
deadly diseases — malaria and
kala-azar _ will be held in
Bangladesh from November 18
to 20.
Official sources said. the
three-da mnfcar:nccj E:D be p:r-
ticipated by about uﬂe s
frmlljl Etangl);dcsh. India. Nepal
and Bhutan is being organised
by the South East Asia Region
Office (SEARQ). The conference
to be held at the BRAC's Centre
for Development Management,
at Rajendrapur, would focus on
strategies to control the dis-
eases in the common border re-
gions.

The sources said. the princi-
pal target of the conference

would be to find ways for a syn-
chronised effort to contain the

diseases. They would also pre-
See Page 12 Col 6

Gold ornaments
worth Tk 7.5 lakh
seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

A customs surveillance team
recovered old ornaments
worth aboul 7.5 lakh from
two female passengers at the
domestic terminal of Zia Inter-
national Airport dycnterday. of-
ficial sources said.

The team. out of suspicion,
searched the bodies of the two

ssengers coming by a Biman
H:ght from Chittagong and re-
covered 1587 grams ol gold or-
naments.

A departmental case was

‘k:srd with customs in this re-



