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including gas and power. Steps
were also taken to improve law
and order and make parliament
accountable.

About terrorism, she said
the government was able to
scale down the incidence of ter-
rorism, to a large extent, but it
could not be stamped out due to
non-cooperation of the opposi-
tion.

Referring to police action on
BNP on the city streets, Hasina
said holding meetings on the
street was banned followin
demands from the press an
the people and venues had been
designated for holding public
meetings. -

Asked if she would take any
initiative to bring the opposi-
tion back to parliament, the
Prime Minister said: "We are

ng to bring back the oppo-
sition to the House and we hope
&o&; sense will prevail upon

and join the House."

About the impasse over the
formation of parliamentary
standing committees, the Prime
Minister said the government
side agreed to accommodate all
113 ali'glf" MPs in the proposed
committees as per their de-
mand. Now they are claiming
120, although they don't have
this strength in parliament.

Asked il Her government
would take legal stleps againslt
corrupt ministers of the previ-
ous BNP government, the Prime
Minister said the Bureau of
Anti -Corruption was investi-
gating it and action would be
taken on basis of its findings.

About the peace accord be-
tween the government and the
Chakma tribal leaders. she did
not specifically say when the
agreement was going to be
signed. "Discussion is on ... the
accord will be signed as soon as
an understanding is reached.”

PM: Opposition |

Aboutl Begum Zia's allega-
tion against peace accord,

Hasina said Begum Zia does not
want ace in the Hill Tracts.
"Does she meant that the estab-

lishment of peace in the Hill
Tracts would jeopardise the
country's independence?”

About the issue of givin
transit to India, she sai
agreement on land, water and
air transit with India was
signed in 1980 du the rule
of President Ziaur :

Replying to a question about
the ensuing three-nation busi-
ness summit in Dhaka on
November 23, she said it would
help expand trade and economic
cooperation among
Bangladesh, India and Pak-
1stan.

Nepal importing
firearms from
China

KATHMANDU, Nov 6: Nepal
is importing undisclosed amo-
unts of firearms from China to
replace old weapons, an army
source said ay, in a move
which could antagonise neigh-
bouring India. reports AFP.

Indo-Pak talks
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malayan territory, now shared
between them with a third in
Pakistan and the rest in India.
India's share of Kashmir is the
only majority Muslim state in
the predominately Hindu coun-
try., and New Delhi accuses Is-
lamabad of and funding
a Muslim insurgency in Kash-
mir that has left 16,000 dead
since 1990.

Pakistan says it provides
only moral support to the mili-
tants.

- Donors concerned
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its concern at the "unnecessary
delay” of regarding both the
projects.

An International Develop-
ment Association (IDA) mission
in its draft aid memoire
Monday noted. "The delay in

overnment approval of the
pur second stage evalua-
tion (presently two months af-
ter completion of evaluation) is
a matter of some concern and it
is hoped that the negotiation
process with the lowest evalu-
ated bidders of Haripur and
Meghnaghat projects will
commence within a lew days.

For the Meghnaghat Project,
AES was prequalified along
with four other private compa-
nies including Marubeni Corp,
ABB Power., Genting and Mid-
land. On September 3, after PDB

opened the power tariff offer of

these companies, AES was offi-
cially declared the lowest bid-
der. AES's average tariff for 22
years was 2.79 cents per unit,

while its nearest competitor
Marubeni's offered 3.37 cents

unit. In other words, the dif-
erence beiween AES and
Marubeni stood at around 80
million US dollars in terms of
use of power during the said 22
years, sources noted.

AES's tariff proposal in-
cluded a zero tariff rate in the
initial period and growing rate
over the years.

FPDB authorities, however,
started raising different techni-
cal questions about the 'financ-
ing schemes' of the companies
concerned. It even said that
AES's zero tariff offer in the
initial period was not accept-
able.

Following this development,
the adviser to the Project, K&M
Engineering and Consulting
Corp, US, in a letter on tem-
ber 16 said that such queries by
the PDB were not set in any cri-
terion and questioned whether
PDB was interested in disquali-
fying the best offer for a worse
one. e e
“If the lenders (includin
ADB) are to back one
the largest power develo nt
firms in the world (AES), why
are these details of undue con-
cern to PDB?" John Kuspa of
K&M Engineering said, adding
that there were plenty of time to
ask for all the technical details
before the financial offer was
opened. Later, PDB sent a letter
to the Energy Minis

"suggestions" regarding the
evaluation of H:gﬁnaghat pro-
ject. The letter indicated that
while AES offer was not sound,
Marubeni was fit.
"This (letter) is just an excuse
to delﬂ—;l:_hﬂ project,” one source
said. "The ministry received the
letter and is now ch vari-
cius issues raised unnecessar-
ily."
For Haripur project, AES
beat Occidental-Unocal offer by
a wider n. Their average
tariff offers for 22 years were
2.73 cents and 3.48 cents per
unit respectively. The difference
is worth about one billion
dollars in 22 years.
In the face of severe power
crisis, the Energy Ministry had
officially taken a position to
speed up bidding for and im-
plementation of private power
rojects. But by now, both
eghnaghat and Haripur pro-

jects are at least five months
hind schedule.
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Night coach

passengers
robbed

MANIKGANJ, Nov 6: A
of dacoits looted money an
valuables from the
t coach on the Dhaka-
Aricha highway
e early hours of to-

day, police said. report
: r&:me 10 dacoits, who were

passengers
in Dhamrai

s UNB.

guise of passen-

gers, attacked others at 12:30
am when the Jessore-bound
coach reached Tulivita area of
Dhamrai. The gang
and valuables worth about Tk
1.5 lakh before fleeing away.
The dacoits also beat up some
passengers who tried to resist

looted cash

,@he Daily Star

' Dhaka to host global fine

art show in future: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina yesterday expressed her

hope to host a global fine art
exhibition following the suc-
cess of the Asian Art Biennial,
reports UNB.
"Inshallah, we'll arr
global fine art exhibition in fu-

 ture,” she said while inaugurat-

ing the 8th Asian Art Biennial
at the Osmany Memorial Hall

in the morning.
More thanngiOO art works by

some 300 artists from
Bangladesh and 34 fnrcﬁn
countries will be on display in
three galleries of the city dur-
ing the 25-day Asian art exhi-
bition.

The Prime Minister said, "1
firmly believe that today's ex-

hibition will inake our artist
selfl-conscious. It will make a

sitive contribution to their
intellectual Fumulta."

Artists of the country have
already attracted the attention

of intellectuals both at home
and abroad, and many of them
already earned rare honours for
the country, she added.

Artists have played a very

ange the

important role not only in cre-
ative arts but also in flourish-
ing democratic culture in the
country, Hasina said, assuring
the artists of all cooperation
from the government for un-
hindered practice of art and cul-
ture.

The Prime Minister said her
government has alre taken
a number of steps for ce-
ment of art and culture in the
country. "We've annulled the
performance control act.”

She said the mment has
taken up a gigantic task of es-
tablishing a "Sonar Bangla
Cultural Complex” in Dhaka
for the enrichment of national
conscience in cultural arena.

Thai PM resigns

BANGKOK, Nov 6 : Embattled

Thai Prime Minister Chavalit
he
gning with effect from

Yongchaiyudh said today
was resi

November 7 and his cabinet

would be a caretaker one until a

new government was formed.

reports Reuter.
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BNP
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litical workers, destroyed
democracy, curbed press free-
dom. created famine and
snatched people's fundamental
rights.

“The present AL government
has also started the same prac-
tice. Repression on BNP has
even surpassed those in the
Pakistan period, not to speak of

any regime in the independent

‘haired by JASAS chief
Rezabuddowla Choudhury, the
meeling was also addressed by
among others, Wasimul Bari
Raziv, Dr Towhidul Anwar,
Khairul Kabir Khokon, Fazlul
Haq Milon. A cultural fanction
followed the merting.
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with Prime Minister
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Immaculately dressed in
grey suit [(Salwar Kameez) and
a brown jacket, the
Pakistan Prime
talked to me at length
brm;r of his imposing
residence. He spoke mostly in
English but used Urdu and
Punjabi at times. He evaded no
question. Nor did he fumble for

Minister
in the li-
official

He said he was determined
good relations with In-
dia and it did not matter how
long it would take. He wanted to
s the hands of Prime
Minister Inder Gujral whom., he
described as "a sincere and hon-
person.” Nawaz Sharif said
that he also con
Under Secretary
Thomas Pickering. that Inder
Gujral was sincere in his efforts
to have good relations with

Pakistan. "l know his domestic
compulsions and he knows
mine," said Nawaz Sharif." "We
should help each other in facing
the situation.” The Pakistan
Prime Minister felt that it was
the most opportune time to
solve problems between Islam-
abad and New Delhi because "]
am here and Guijral is there.”

to the US
of State,

cermoG, Ff
FTASTIA & 2O

FTEAF T WAMS

e

——

/9 e e Efseee

TrsrecaTel fasi=t -
2 B =H, GIHBT 1

AT 271eT fo13-93 Sodb

TSR &) [T TS

"; wrhe frd/Rea® AR OT% (A0E AR P Me-a@ dddb A IS Vb
NTeTH AL TACTN (A-STH o, -G, FE 5IEE I e Afeyd fTendw qag
FEASIER GRE) TS &) % AL 93 founsa weam a1 e | feeniua deem Ay
ARG @Y FEAEIR AI@ (@ IS A | ALMICR e o, wd-fers
6 MY IMTE AfTTre I IFNMATH 4N FAR AW TH |
#feBre emfre Afasd fradem o (Sl TTarER 2CEd .
FTH LI AW @ T g2 TR Fmepm e ofdE) /e e JEm Iw
o WA AR Blg du,000/= (A TER B W) DA @de INTASIET e BT
fanag (e Fers waees 303 AfEfs ofie 7z o agaa feardma Al 77 8,000/= (V1R
ZreTa D13 W) BT | @ v TG e HAfarefirea A WE 3,00,000/= (4% TH T
) | GeE e FEn ot e WO @ @@ wew A fTunn A IYn
sze/afen TaR W4FR A@w AN | Crna feorza wiveges #og)/ @ e a9
; @ @ fTE3a AT 74IAE FACS AN IR | TAAS feendH
N e g, eam @, o8, AL« affons 9oy FM SR 9¥ TN WAES
TR faens W 39-33-59%2 T @ 9z Wb Wy wiivE FAE WA |

GETTTE WIOT ST AU S e (v S v Haw Wi WU |

e |

———

T T

| BT

(TTHALHIN)

| tere.
. 'Why don't

——

|

was no exch

of friendship with India. | must
redeem the promise.” Mushahid
Hussain, anlstcr for Informa-
tion, who was the only person
present at the interview, inter-
vened to say that former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto played
an anti-India card and lost
heavily.

Once again Nawaz Sharif of-
fered no-war pact. "Modalities
can be worked out. But | want to
put an end to hostilities be-
tween the two countries.” The
Prime Minister's reiteration,
however, runs counter to the

Pakistan chief's state-
ment that must be set-
tled before a no-war pact is
signed.

Nawaz Sharif said that he
told Gu{:.nl at Male ﬁt hfo:as
willing to " to er
normal rdEt.iinTwith India .
Gujral's res : to
Sharif, was equally effusive
and warm.” He really wanits
friendship,” said Nawaz Sharif.

To emphasise that the two
hit off . the Pakistan Prime
Minister volunteered some in-
formation. "Gujral,” he aa.tﬂ:ri
rang me up when there was fir-
ing on th:l:l':nlﬂcr. I talked to my
commanders and rang him
back to set at rest his fears. The

firing on both sides has stopped
since.”

Asked wh]i' he did I}ﬂt en-
cnuraﬁ;: e to e con-
tact, :pP?fistan 5 Min-
ister said he was all for it. "Stu-
dents from the two countries
should also meet,” interjected
Mushahid Hussain. He said he
had made the offer at Jawahar-
lal Nehru University when he
was in Delhi two months a&n.
Nawaz Sharif welcomed the
idea adding, "I want ple
from different professions to
meet and 1 ideas so as to
help the two countries over-
come the problems facing
them.” He said Pakistan had re-
laxed visa restrictions. "As
maelgr as 400 visas are is-
sued from New Delhi every day.
We want to issue more,” he said.

I pointed out that despite
several efforts in the ere

pers and books. He I—t
should take &Iace immediately.
He turned to Mushahid Hussain

and asked him to pre a note
for the implementation of the
suggestion. | reminded the
rime minister that such orders
Ead been given in the past
without any result. "The bu-
reaucrats are /?;lmaril to
blame." 1 said. e Pakistan
Prime Minister agreed with me.
"Yes, bureaucrats on both ui"dca
have sabotaged efforts.

When it came to Bebrlm:ir
Bhutto corrupt practices, Nawaz
Sharif talked about it with a
relish." She has herself said
she kept the money out because
it was not safe in Pakistan,”
Nawaz Sharif said. He inquired
from me what procedure the
Indian parliament adopted in
such cases. "The power to dis-

uallq' a member rested with
31: election commission in
Pakistan,” he said. But he did
not know what it would do in
Benazir case. He wanted to
know if India's election com-
mission had any specific pow-
ers.

Talking about corruption of
politicians he said there was no
difference between India and
Pakistan. All that came out in
ln;iﬁ wa:h{amﬂiar.h"ﬁfc hlnv;:
si ar ngs a nin
here," he : Hushnggﬁua-
sain joined to emphasise how
there was no difference between
the two countries in such mat-

you think of land

reforms,” | asked him.

city yesterday. ;
Intervie ith Pak P
From Page 1 "l won election on the plank (Pakistan has landholdings

runni into thousands of
acres). “| have thought about it."
Nawaz Sharif said. "But it is
still at the attention stage.” He
cited an anecdote to illustrate
his observation. A person had
an old heart disease. He did not
let the family know . But when
he fell ill, the family asked him
why he had kept it a secret. He
said it was not paining then.
Nawaz Sharif said that the
question of land reforms was
now getting his attention be-’
cause it is beginning to give
S

Nawaz Sharif is good at nar-
rating anecdotes to underline
his points. He told another to
describe the just resolved con-
frontation between the gov-
ernment and the Chief Justice
ﬁmuﬂl Pakistan. A hﬂmmnt
a t it

had only one to share.
The following morning a
neighbour, who sensed trouble,
asked them about the ca-
ment. They said that the prob-
lem of the blanket had been re-
solved because it had been
stolen away, said Nawaz Sharif.
'l have no quarrel with anyone.

It was the problem of the blan-
ket.” Although the press was
full of the point of no return the
two sides had reached yet he
was calm and confident when
he talked to me.

Nawaz Sharif was opti-
mistic about Pakistan’'s econ-
omy. | interviewed him a day
after World Bank president
James Wolfenshon had met
him in the wake of IMF's Joan
of 8 1.55 billion to Pakistan. He
exuded confidence, the
Pakistan rupee had been deval-
ued %11 per cent one week ear-
lier. This was the second deval-
uation in less than a year.

"Our crops are immensely
ood this time," sald Nawaz
harif. Both cotton and sugar-

cane will have a surplus output.
For culture we have allotted
Rs. 3, crore t Rs. 500
crore last year. Now seeds and

measures to protect the uce
have been Intmducemur-

One falls from
roof of metal

factory, dies
By Staff Correspondent

An em Iage: of a metal fac-
tory, Shagm uddin (35), died
fal from the roof of the fac-
tory at Mokimbazar under
city’s Kotwali thana yesterday.

He died on way to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital,
sources in the hospital said.

When contacted Kotwali
thana could not confirm the in-
cident last night.

Trial train
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tomorrow to and from Sylhet
through the Magurchhara gas
field area.

Meanwhile, Drilling of the
Relief Well at M chhara gas
field that an at the third lo-
cation since October 6 has been
going on in full swing and ex-
B:::lnd to be completed by the

t week of December+ said an
official.

He said, with this capping of
thcmnnthnfthchmntnutﬁl
well will be completed.
tal will then arrange drilling o
a fresh well at a nearby loca-
tion.

Running of passenger trains
may resume completion of
the of the burnt out gas
well, the sources added.
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ing situations in those coun-
tries.

According to the Declaration
made in 1991, the Common-
wealth is supposed to take
‘'strong positions’ against the
member states’ failing to meet
the 'democratic and human
rights standard.’

Arguing that free and fair
elections were the pre-requisite
for democracy, the former

rime minister also said: "The

PA, whlclil has so [ar kept its
initiative limiled to sending

election observers to various
countries, can also make 'effec-
tive efforts’ to contribute to

hnldtjr.lg of the polls in a really
neu manner.”

She stressed the need for ex-
istence of active parliamentary
standing committees "for en-
suring accountability of the

t to the e by ef-
!l:clivc monitoring ol govern-
ment activities.”

Turning to the role of
Speaker in a parliament, Be-
ﬁ:m Zia, quoting a Western au-

or. said "Total impartiality is
the basic requisite of the
Speaker. The has to
ensure that the rights of the
minority must not be trampled
under foot of the majority.”

In his conclu remarks,
the CPA Secretary General
Arther R Donahoe said that the
s h delivered by the Leader

the Opposition was 'thought
provoking'.

Advocate Rahmat Ali, MP,
from the ruling Awami League,

who was Chairman of the sem-

inar organising committee,
said that desh was now
confronted with two challenges:
How to continue and sustain
democratic governance and
how to plan and implement
democratic reforms.’

Speaker Humayun Rashid

the session.
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place to other.

Talking to The Daily Star
during the last few days. offi-
cials in the three hill districts
gave the impression that once
reace is restored in CHT, people
tving in cluster , encir-
cled by - t security rings.
could be bilitated again on
their lands.

But, more important is that
no land survey was conducted
r:t in the CHT. to of-
icial sources, there be a
post of Land Commissioner in
the proposed ' Council’
and immediately after signing
of the peace treaty, a full-

land s will be un-
dertaken in the C as a first
step Lo ease Lhe existing com-
pll;:xities regarding land owner-
ship.

EDC (Reveniue) of ti
Mohammad Ishak told this
correspondent that tribal and
non-tribal € are nNow more
aware of the necessity of regis-
tering lands they .'In
recent months, some 30,000 ap-
plications for land registra-
tions were " he added.

Officials said there should be
bettér co-ordination dif-
ferent offices handling issues
relating to land settlement in
the CHT. Lands under 'Bazaar

Bangabandhu
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identified by any witness since
the trial procnedim began at
t court

:Pcdal lash of at
azimuddin Road on July 6.

Three other civillans were
also chargesheeted in the case.
Of them, former president
Khandakar Mush Ahmed
and ex-minister Mahbubul
Alam Chashee were not shown
as accused because they died be-

Beginning his deposition,
Reazul Huq, who after being
asked recorded the speeches,
said he along with some other
colleagues came to the radio
station at Shahbagh by an offi-
cial car to do his duty from 6
am to 2 pm on 15, 1975.

They were intercepted by
some arm in front of the
r station and later taken to

rol room after they gave
their identity. The PW was ac-
companied

technical assis-
tant Rezaul Karim, technical
operator um Kaisar Jahan
m‘IﬁT wi said through
tness a
radio speaker at the control
room at about 6:15 am they
heard someone sa : "l am
Major Dalim . Sheikh
Mujib has been killed. Army
took over power. Curfew has
been imposed.”

He said then he received a
phone call at the control room
and the caller, identifying
himself as Major Rashid ,
asked to Em the Dalim.
"Dalim by phone told Rashid
that steps were underway to
send ammunition and i
the witness added.

The court will resume at 9:30
am on Sunday.

From Page 1
Committee meeting held once a
month.

"The city mayor may also

exert his power even to assign
the section to

approve building
plans in his territory,” said an-
other DCC source, , "This
has, of course, to be out
with Rajuk first because at pre-

sent it is res for a
proval of b plans in i
1,550-square ometre area

and then the Town
| mmtﬁcthaatnbemulm??&

CHT: Land disputes

Fund' — mainly market places
— are registered with the Local
Government Councils. The For-
est nt oversees land
settlement in reserve forest ar-
eas and 'Mouzas' fall under the
jurisdiction of district admin-
istrations.
A top official of

district administration told
this correspondent that prob-

lems relating to land ownership

was nothing ue with any-
one cnmmuniut;jgoth the tribal

and non-tribal communities
now equally feel the necessity
for a better land management
in the CHT, he said.
Ashkaoymoni Chakma, a
member the Task Forece on
Refugee, headed by Kal an
Chakma, MP, also agreed t
there were serious re-

ma'mnhip of land in

A former member of Kha-
achhari Local Government
ouncil, Chirojyoti Chakma

expressed the feeling that so
long settlers will not be rehabil-
itated on their own lands out-

side the cluster ., land-
related nhlcmlﬂm CHT
will not resolved.

Ramzan Ali, resident of a
cluster village said, "We don't
want free ration here. We will be
happy if t rehabili-
tates us on mi;:nh;ndl pro-
vided to us by t govern-
ment back in late 70s.”

Despite di over land
ownership, the general senti-
ment the 11

in CHT

lakh

that they all want to lead a
1 in a spirit of 'peace-

ul co-existence.’ Mentionably,

less than 100 now live in

ﬁg Cﬁl'i'l.nm metre area in
Kibria, Saifur

From Page 1
t;m:nth'.:u'lhl:;#l who it is. Efforts
were on last night to con-
vince Leader of the Opposition
and BNP chairperson um
Khaleda Zia to attend. She has
once turned down the invitation
saying she would have
2 ments ned”
qu. wl'mpﬂlﬁ;‘ will
observe as Revolution and Soli-

darity Day.
EF’r{'muﬂLm

Northey, its Business Develop- -

ment : who is

the tm:é:m mmhﬂ
m -

still trying to meet her.

had earlier sought

ment with Begum a on

Wednesday. "This is not just a
overnment event,” she said,
alking to The Daily Star

Wednesday.

in such a situation.
Politics has dominated dis-
-cussions time and since
e two-day annual Group
ﬁcetln on Tuesday and
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