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Indian govt asked
to explain why

Priyanka allotted

luxury home
NEW DELHI, Nov 6: The In-

dian t has been
S g avin o
Gandhi has been allotted

a t home in
the , reports said today,
w Court on

Wednesda New Delhi to
explain b:I. mn&ka Gandhi
should e a govern-
ment house.

She married a businessman

in February but has continued
to be protected Indian com-
mando Y m}dtrutad
as a VVIP ; mportant
Person), even Eruhehum
direct link to A
Rajiv was blown u
a suicide bomber in 199
campaigning during gen-
eral elections.

m-:mntedmlm e serv-
as prime .* Sonia
Gandhi, 's mother,
lives in New but has re-
:‘ﬂnﬂlmmtu‘ncﬂvtpuﬂ-

provide soldiers with new
equipment to combat Tamil
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begins fresh

space walk

MOSCOW, Nov 6: Mir Com-
mander Anatoly Solovey and
fellow cosmonaut

spokes-
man Valery Lyndin said,
reports AFP,

The pair the space
walk, scheduled to last more
than five-and-a-half hours at
3:12 am Moscow Time (0012
GMT) said. Adding "ev-
erything went off as planned.
and even more quickly than

The two cosmonauts made a
similar tion Monday de-
spite a fault which slupl;ved

t controllers receivi ata
on conditions inside Szvey*n
ﬁ suit and the astronaut's

signs.

After a two-hour delay, mis-
sion control ordered the space
walk to go ahead and the two as-
tronauts spent six hours in

space removing a spent solar

later discov

' ered
that fault was not with the
space suit but with a transmis-
slon unit inside Mir itself

which astronauts
’ , uts managed to

Vietnam storm

900 fishermen
rescued

HANOI, Vietnam, Nov 6:

Armyhclimﬂtﬂlandaragtag
armada of ships rescued more
than 900 fishermen feared lost

at sea in the wake of a crus
typhoon, a government reli
agency said, reports AP.

However, hope for more sur-

vivors was waning ‘Ihurudai.
four days after Typhoon
pounded Vietnam's southern-
most provinces.
Authorities confirmed at
least 300 mﬁ: were killed by
Typhoon , while as many
as 800 more sailors and fish-
ermen missing at sea were pre-
sumed dead.

Another 2,248 people are
unaccounted for in the wake of
the storm to hit south-
ern Vietriam this century, the
Central Committee for Flood
and Storm Control said. Linda
slammed down on Ca Mau and
Kien Giang provinces.

The region's toll also in-
cluded at 23 dead in Cam-
bodia and seven in Thailand.

Some 200

Move to end row ove

BAGHADAD. Nov 6: Three
United Nations envoys resumed
talks with Iraqi officials today
in erder to resolve a row over

US arms in tors, the Iraqi
news agency reported, says
Reuter

“The third session of talks
between Iraq and the United
Nations Secretary-General's
mission has started this

m:mﬂ.n&.]“ INA said.
The 'UN diplomatic mission

follows ad's decision last

week to 1 10 Americans

among a 100-member UN arms
teams.

Eﬁ en held two round

of talks with the officials on
W on an i decision
last week to expel 10 cans
among 100-member UN
wea teams.
tension the two sides
rose further aftér the United
Nations accused Iraq on
Wednesday night of tampering
with weapons monitoring sys-
tem, moving arms-related
equipment away from UN
e mth ;:cimm‘; and cov-

up the lenses of the cam-
eras themselves

The mission is headed by
former Algerian foreign minis-

ter Lakhdar Brahimi and in-
cludes former Argentine UN
representative Emilio Cardenas
and Jan Eliasson of Sweden, a
former ambassador to the
United Nations.

INA said the Iraqi side to the
talks was headed by Iraq's
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq
Aziz.

The other Iraqi officials at-
tending the talks are forei
Minister Mohammed Saeed Al-
Sahaf, Oil Minister Amir Mo-
hammed Rasheed. Adviser in
the Eruidtncy office Amir Al-
Saadi and Iraq's UN envoy
Nizar Hamdoon, it said.

AFP adds, the top UN arms
inspector expressed concern
Wednesday that Iraqi authori-
ties have moved equipment out
of the range of UN cameras
checking Iraqi disarmament.

Western diplomats told AFP
that UN Special Commission
Chairman Richard Butler had
written to the UN Security
Council expressing concern
that so-called "dual use” equip-
ment had been moved out of
sight of the UN cameras.

The cameras are set up in
factories and other Iraqi instal-
lations to ensure long-term
monitoring of Iraqgi disarma-

mﬂlnl.

ual use, uipment in-
cludes product:q l.hgt may be
harmless in themselves but
which can be transformed into

" Anothe
her AFP report says, US
President Bill Clinton called on

the international community

to show "long term patience and

discipline” in dealing with Iraq

but expressed some reserva-

tions on UN decision to tem-
rarily suspend spy plane
ghts over Iraq.

At a conference in
the White House Oval Office
Clinton distanced himself from
a decision bils UN Arms
Inspection C Richard Butler
to postpone flights until next
week of an American U-2 re-
connaissance plane over Iraq.

I would have been disturbed
if the flights had been sus-
pended and there had been a
clear statement that they would
be resumed shortly Clinton told
reporters.

Saddam last week ordered
all US nationals working as
part of the UN inspectiqns
teams to leave the country. But
later decided to push back the
deadline initially set for
Wednesday. .

International
UN envoys resume talks

with Iraqi officials

ﬂ'E:ﬂ. ;. ....:'.._'_ E ..-:-:.I-:._I

Palestinian schoolboys carry a green-tinted photo of Iragi
President Saddam Hussein during a pro-Saddam
demonstration organised by their local school administra-
tors at Dehaishe refugee camp near the West Bank town
of Bethlehem Wednesday. Three UN envoys opened a

delicate diplomatic mission to Iraq Wednesday, hoping
words would resolve a crisis over US weapons inspectors
that threatened to erupt into armed conflict.

{

— AP/UNB photo

SYDNEY, Nov 6: Prime Min-
ister John Howard has damaged
his political authority by bow-

to -vote power and
ditching a policy on nursing
homes, mmspapera said today,

Howard introduced a policy
mhmm under which ;:} derly

entering nursing homes
would be required to post a ac-
commodation bonds mrcra%
26.000 dollars (18.000 US
which critics said could force

some le to sell the family
There was a storm t
m‘.

government MPs
Iding rarginal seats who

saw their position threatened
in the next election, due in 18
months at the latest.

As Howard was vowing to
tand firm on the policy de-
signed to give the country's aged
ustry a capital injec-
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sentenced to death In
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to die 1y
man and three of his Vietnamese associates were
connection with drug trafficking, the

.u'-r !Era a

tion a series of opinion polls
showed coalition support
falling 5-6 per cent below that
of the Labour opposition.
Backing among voters aged
over 55 mﬂeclally women, who

have been big suﬁl:yorlcrﬂ of the
Liberal led coalition govern-
ment, dropped by 10 per

cent. :

On television Wednesda
night, Howard said the bon
would be replaced with average
annual fees of 4,000 dollars.

This would ensure that the
elderly. would not be forced to
sell the family home, he said.

Howard said elderly ple
would not have had to their
homes under the original plan
but a scare campaign by the
Labour opposition convinced
people le would be forced to.

I we've made a mis-
take with the implementation
of this", Howard said.

"Governments from time to
time make mistakes and when

official Vietnam News Agency reported Wednesday, AP reports

from Ho Chi Minh City.

The People's Court of Ho Chi Minh City found Chen Chi-tien

guilty of producing and sellin
pounds) of illegal amphﬂamincgs

In a one

more than 170 kilograms (374
i gt sc'ltht news agency said.

ay tria ednesday, the court convicted and
sentenced the four men to death.

Jet makes emerqencylandhg m UK:
A Virgin Atlantic Airways Jet from Los Ange llr'::]lad: an

emergency landing at Heathrow Airport on Wednesday, causi
some minor passenger injuries, an airport spokesman said,

from London.

The left landing gear of Virgin's Airbus 340 failed to come
down and then locked up, forcing pilot Tim Barnby to land

u only the t gear.
nﬂg}% y the right gear

went down the runway, sparks were

ing. and H slid off

fl
towards the end of the runway. virtuaﬂy out of sight.~
cyewitness John Asher told Independent Television News."

Chinese. dissident arrives in NY:

Prominent Chinese dissident Bao Ge arrived in New York

Wednesda

and vowed to continue working for democracy in
China, says from New York. i

Bao, 34, who had been the most
free in China, left for exile after su

i;rumlrmnl dissident still
fering persistent police

harassment since his release from a labour camp in June. |
will try to learn from the democracy movement here, to create a
democratic nrﬁnlﬂallun when [ get back to China,” he told

ournalists at

nnedy Airport on arriving with his sister Bao

ing, who served as his interpreter.

: i
2 sl:mn%‘c es shake Japan: r..
strong earthquakes With an estimated magnitijaé

more than

5 shook paris of Japan early Thursday, but there were no
immediate reports of injury or damage, AP reports from Tokyo.

A quake with a preliminary magnitude of 5 2 shook the city
of Kushiro, on Japan's northernmeost main island of Hokkaido
just before dawn. The quake was centered about 120 kilometres
(70 miles) underground. Another quake hit the island of

Chichijima, loca

about 1,000 kilometers (620 miles) south of

Tokyo, at 8:59 am (2359 GMT Wednesday) It had an estimated
magnitude of 5.3 and was cenitred 40 kilometers (24 miles) under

the sea floor near the island.

Grenade attack kills 3 in Russia:

Two women were killed and three of their relatives were badly

wounded Wednesday when a grenade was thrown

the D

AP rts from Moscow.

P were unsure of the motive, but

agestani town of Sergokala a Russian

into a yard in
news agency said,

said the attack nught

have stemmed from a feud between villagers, ITAR Tass said.

Dagestan
Chechnya.
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Former president George Bush, centre,

is a restive southern Russian region bordering
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' Aussie PM bows to grey-vote power

do,” what they ought to do

is recognise it and do something

about it."

News rs saw the change
of hcartpaaﬁmc of the
backflips of the government 18
months in office. :

It was a "major embarrass-
ment” said the Conservative

h.
dﬂ%:‘&ﬂgmmrmahd the
prime minister's weakness and .

demonstrated that Howard
“does not have the ability to

take decisions and stick
with .. said the Australian
political t. :

"So has been the

collapse of Howards political
authority that his is
now in serious strife,” wrote the
Australian Financial Reviews

litical correspondent.
£ Welfare de-

light at the 1 but said a
critical “shortage of nursing
home beds had still to be ad-
dressed.

Ousted p;esident’s
allies kill 25
.in Sierra Leone

i F et LW, SO B - :
;m, 20N 8 ¢ A DEesidern
¢ when amhuuhuda:'
s in the country's eastern re-

gion at the weekend, national
TFE]: sald Wednesday, reports

Major Eddie Kanneh told the
radio that several other passen-

rs of the bus were wounded in
undaﬁ‘n attack carried out
the amajors traditiona
hunters, in Belewahun, near
Kenema.

The Kamajors sued modern
weapons including rocket
launchers and mortars, said the
major adding the wea were
provided by Nigeria "which
wants to have people believe
that ﬂﬁ:’ing is continuing in
Sierra ne.”

Polls were rigged,
alleges Jordan’s

opposition leader

AMMAN. Nov 6: A leading
opposition candidate in Jor-
dan’'s parliamentary elections
on Wednesday accused King
Hussein's government of mas-
sive vole [raud and said she
would ask the courts to order a
fresh poll. reports AP.

Toujan Faisal, a popular so-
cial activist who narrowly lost
a seat that she was widely ex-
pected to win, said govermunent
candidates stuffed ballot boxes
and deprived opponents of up to
500,000 votes nationwide dur-
ing Tuesday's elections.

In the , tribal leaders
loyal Lo Hussein defeated Mus-
lim fundamentalists, ﬂmht
king a free hand to run J 'S
affairs and pursue peace with
Israel. During his 45-year reign,
Hussein has given tribes top

overnment and army posts,
ree education and health ser-
vices, and large tracts of land to
settle nomadic peoples.

introduces his son, Texas Governor George

L

Bush, to the crowd after arriving by train in College Station, Texas, for festivities leading
up to the opening of the Bush Presidential Library Wednesday. The official library opening
ceremony is scheduled for Thursday.

— AP/UNB photo
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Congress (I) to consider
Joining UF govt : Kesri

NEW DELHI, Nov 6: India's
Congress Party will consider
the United Front mi-

mﬂtwt to mcu
provi support
came m the

such a
. the Press Trust
m said, reports Reuter.

* "The United Front is in the
government, a proposal from it
should come to join the ]guv‘
ernment. Then only will we
consider," the news agency

It was the first time the party
chief had publicly expressed
interest in his party joining the

coalition t, to which are in touch with members of

it offers support in parliament.  the lower house of pasliament

Elrlit;“ r;;t:]:;mlm owing alle&:}anc% ftu the

in or a

Mhem b¥ party new political t gitnﬁ'le
spokesman V Gadgil, who centre.

said the Congress would con-

tinue to su the government
from ou :
The offers key sup-

rt to Prime Minister Inder
umar Gujral's minority coali-
tion government in India's
fragmented national parlia-

ment.
Kesri's remark was signifi-
cant foll developments in

the northern state of Uttar
Pradesh where the Hindu ‘na-
tionalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) last month weaned
away some legislators f{rom
Congress to form a state gov-
ernment.

BJP leaders have said they

s R e

An extremely rare fancy intense yellowish
ring of 3.07 carat is displayed at Sothebys in Geneva on
Wednesday. The jewel  will be auctioned in Geneva on
November 19 and should fetch US dlrs 520,000.
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n diamond

— AP/UNB photo

Officials will leave Washington without any deal
UNGA to convene another

meeting on Israeli
settlement next week

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 6:
The UN General Assembly will
convene another emergency
special session next week to
discuss Israeli settlements and
their impact on prospects for
reviving the Middle East peace
process, reports AP.

A UN statement said the one-
day session would take place
next Wednesday. It is likely to
result in another General As-
umhlz)rrmluum denouncing
Israel the crisis in the peace
process.

The emergency session was
first convened in April after the

ernment of Prime Minister

enjamin Netanyahu an-
nounced plans to build a 6,500-
unit Jewish housing project in
part of Jerusalem which the

- i b e

convert

o

il

e S
e e e '

Clye Llaily Star 5

Russia ratifies int'l ban
on chemical weapons

MOSCOW, Nov 6: Russia rati-
fied an international chemical
weapons ban o Moscow
to destroy its huge arsenals and
production dplanta to

use within a decade, In-
news agency said, reports

Reuter.

Interfax quoted President
Boris ;idt'uu‘:lhn ad:lllﬂniatratmn
as saying that the Russian
leader signed the ratification
bill late on Wednesday after it
was unanimously agﬁmmﬂ by
the Federation Council, the up-
E:r house of parliament, earlier

the day.

Officials were not immedi-
ately available to confirm the
wﬂ but Yelt?liin has many

es expressed his support for
the ban and has urgeg parlia-
ment to speed up its ratifica-
tion. The state Duma lower
house approved the ratification
on October 31.

measure fully corre-
sponds to the interests of Russia
and the utabﬂ:itly of the whole
world,” Foreign Minister
Yevgeny Primakov said after
the vote in the Federation
Council.

"We have much stronger de-
terrents,” he told reporters. "As
far as economics are concerned,
if we didn't join the convention
wed still have to spend about 30
billion dollars to destroy chem-
ical weapons that are already

* | old or getting old."

According to the convention,
Russia will have to spend 250
million dollars over the next 10
years on destroying chemical
weapons. Moscow will also
have to contribute 80 million
dollars to the Or tion for
the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW), officials said.

“If this vote didn't occur,
then there would be no finances
for this," Defence Minister Igor
Sergeyev told reporters. "But
they have approved it, giving a
guarantee of funding for the
government and the president.”

The Duma deferred approval
of the measure in April, saying
Russia did not have enough
money to destroy its weapons.

"I warmly welcome the ac-
tion by the Russian government
today in ratifying the chemical
weapons convention,” US Pres-
ident Bill Clinton said in a
gﬂtt:n statement on Wednes-

More than 100 countries
have ratified. the chemical
weapons convention., which
outlaws development, produc-
tion, possession and use of
chemical weapons.

Signatories must destroy
their chemical weapons and
production plants within 10
years and provide detailed in-
formation about the production
and export of listed chemicals
g]hich could be used to mak

em. .

M arried people sleep longer
than singles

WAﬂHGTp?N:EI Married
people couples sleep longer
than single ple and snooze
less during the day, US scien-

tists say in a study published in”

the latest American journal of

Public Health, reports AFP.
Researchers at a disor-

der centre in Detroit, Michigan

studied the sleeping habits of

1007 adults under age 30 and
found that on average couples
ﬂl 6.8 hours during weekdays
7.5 hours on weekends
E.Eleand 7.3 hours for
people.

results of this study sug-
gest that the function of mar-
riage in shaping lifestyle and
maintaining orderly patterns
of living applies to nocturnal
sleep schedules,” the

searchers said.
"In the absence of social con-

re-

trols provided by marriage,
there is a higher probability of
engaging in health-compromis-
ing behaviours,” they added.

The researchers also con-
cluded that younger Americans
are not getting the recom-
mended nine hours of sleep per
night. On average they rested
6.7 hours per night during the
week and 7.4 hours on week-
ends.

Marital status aside em-
ployment plai_;ed a role in sleep
patterns, with part-time work-
ers sleeping more than full-
time workers, the study says.

As for sleeping during the
day, the researchers said it is
related to the number of hours
slept at night and is much more
common among people who
snore and among people suffer-
ing from depression.

Keep mum on haze issue,

I i |

KUALA" LUMPUR. ‘Nov 6:

Feari e to its multibil-
lion-dollar tourists- industry,
the Malaysian government has

told scientists and environ-
mentalists in universities to
stop commenting about the
country's haze problem, local
newspapers reported Thursday,
says AP.

The Cabinet has ordered ex-
perts at state-funded universi-
ties to stop talking to the press
and m
on the thick smog that has
made the air in large parts of
the country unbreathable, the
dailies said, quoting a top offi-
cials.

Comments by experts had
been distorted by foreign media,
marring Malaysia's image and
this was also keeping away
tourists, Education Minister

. cate with the

public statements.
sitive matters, such as the haze,

Malaysia asks experts

L N it 1 i‘
Najib Abdul” Aqld a Cablp
net meetin %ﬁ:sd;y?ﬁ;ﬁe
S.tat ‘-EP} S S T H

"Some are speculative find-
ings and if allowed to continue
could bring negative effects es-
pecially on tourists," Najib was

- quoted as sa :
But he clﬂgﬂcd that it was

not a blanket ban.

"This does not mean the aca-
demicians cannot communi-
ss, but in sen-

the Cabinet recently decided
that only higher authorities are
allowed to make statements,”
he said.

Written orders had been sent
to state-funded universities, he
said. The ban, however, did not
cover experts working in pri-
vate institutions.

Palestinians want as a future
capital.

At the insistence of Arab
countries, the General Assem-
bly took up the issue.

AFP adds: Palestinian and
Israeli officials meeting Wash-

ington will leave ursday
without an accord on advancing
the . but both sides
have to further talks in

the M East Sunday.
“Big gaps were evident ... the
B:z are still there, said chief
stinian negotiator Saeb
Erakat he did not
any significant nt from
the Washington talks even
though negotiators were to re-
convene for a fourth day in
Washington.

Mir’s crewmen begin spacewalk
to install new solar panel

MOSCOW, Nov 6: Two Rus-
sian cosmonauts headed out
into open space and began In-
stalling a new solar panel
Thursday, a mission intended
to wrap up months of repairs on
the Mir's damaged power supply
system, reports AP.

The cosmonauts exited the
Mir at around 3:15 am (0015
GMT), several minutes ahead of
schedule, and were expected to

-spend about 6 hours on the out-

side of the orbiting station.

The solar panel was stored
on the exterior of the Mir, and
the cosmonauts had to unpack
it and mount it on the Kvant
module, one of six modules that
make up the sprawling station,

If the mission is successful,
then eight of the Mir's 10 solar
panels will be working nor-
mally. The ninth is operating,
but at less than full capacity,
and one was damaged nd
repair in a June crash with a

cargo ship.

The accident knocked out
four solar panels and cut the
Mir's supply almost by
half, and the crew has been
working steadily to increase
energy levels.

The world's most experi-
enced spacewalker, Mir Com-
mander Anatoly Solovyov, and
fellow cosmonaut Pavel Vino-
gradov removed an old solar
panel on Monday, and Thurs-
day's effort was the second half
of the operation.

"It's clear that (Solovyov)
has done this kind of work be-
fore,” said US astronaut Dave
Wolf, who fillmed the cosmo-
nauts from inside the Mir.

Wolf was monitori con-
trols and planned to switch on
the solar panel alter it was in-
stalled. His Russian colleagues
will remain outside to make

sure the el unfolds
and push it open manually, if
necessary.

HR investigator concerned

at executions 1n Iran

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 6:
The number of people executed
in Iran doubled between 1995
and 1996 and may double again
this year, a UN special investi-
gator re 8, re s AP.

In a report to the General As-

bly this week, special inves-
“ﬁ tor Maurice Danby Cop-
ithorne also said improve-
ments in the human rights sit-
uation have been "impercepti-
ble, or at least so est as to
represent little substantive im-
provement.”

Copithorne noted that the
UN Human ts Commission
said earlier this year that the
rumber of hmd utions :;1 Iran
ast "ha rt at
le.ltmrdmlhhd“ ﬂrglﬂﬂ . He
provided no i

He said l‘urumn media re-
ported that 137 had been
executed between January and

September, "a rate of increase
e ==

that it continued to the end of
the year would likely constitute
a further doubling.”

"In addition, there continue
to be troubling reports of disap-
pearances and deaths under
suspicious circumstances,” he
added. "Public hanging also ap-

to be on the increase.”

The election last May of
President Mohammad Khatami
had been seen as a mandate to
ease social restrictions in
places since the 1979 overthrow
of Shah Mohammed Reza
Pahlavi and the establishment
of a strict Islamic regime under
the late Ayatollah Ruholah
Khmeini.

Although the UN report
mostly covers the months be-
fore Khatami took office, it
noted little improvement so far
in the human rights situation
in Iran.

Pakistan, China enjoy
spl friendly ties: Ayub

ISLAMABAD, Nov 6: China
is a friend of Pakistan worthy
of trust, Pakistani Foreign
Hlni:tcrrd Gohar hylil;nihm said

mﬁi’:’}rﬂ minister made
the remarks here this evenin
at a welcoming dinner host
by him in honour of the Chinese
delegation headed by Chen
Muhua, special envoy of China
and deputy chairperson of the
Standi ommittee of China's
National People's 88,

Ayub Khan said Pakistan
and China enjoy a special
friendly relationship which
has stood the test of time.

In the last 50 years since the
inception of Pakistan, China
has always stood side side
with Pakistan, especially In
those difficult times, he noted.”
China is a friend of Pakistan

of trust." he added.

The forel
that the P

minister said
stani people are

very happy to welcome Chen
who is here in the capacity of
the special envoy on the occa-
sion of Pakistan's golden ju-
bilee celebrations.

Chen said on the occasion
the road that Pakistan has tra-
versed since its independence
has been extraordinary and
glorious, as evidenced by
tremendous changes in the face
of the country.

She expressed her believe
that "under the leadership of
the Pakistani government, the

Pakistani people of various
ethnic groups will take the 50th

anniversary as a fresh start
upon which to build an even
better future with concerted ef-

forts.”

The Chinese
always attached im ce to
and treasured the special tradi-
tional friendship between the
two countries, Chen said.

t has



