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Pledge with a Difference

The outstanding significance of the aid consor-
tium meet in Dhaka lay not so much in the fact
that it was held for the first time away from Paris
but principally because of the worst downturn in
our political management that was laid bare be-
fore the 27 pairs of donor eyes. If gathering first-
hand impressions of the spectacle of development
with a devolutionary angle was on the aid group's
agenda, they went away with a knowledge bonus of
fresh insights into the stubbornness of our politi-

cal parties to confront each other, eye ball to eye
ball.

The multilateral financial institutions and bi-
lateral donors have lately been a stickler for 'good
overnance'. And our political leaders simply gave
em a handle or a stick to beat us with. go ere
we are receiving a donor pledge of $1.9b for the cur-
rent fiscal year, at the same level as last year's, al-
lowing for the appreciation in the value of dollar
and yen, with the difference this time being that a
political reprimand has been added to the custom-
arily served advisory economic note.

The donors’ collective pointer to the economic
and opportunity costs of political strife ring famil-
iar with their earlier individual versions on the
subject. And these are also identical with what the

lanners and intelligentsia in the country have
en refrainously saying all the time. But the out-
standing feature of it all is that the 'unusual state-
ment’ has been issued as a consensual verdict on
the culture of political mismanagement in
Bangladesh. Now the 'well-deserved’' pressure that
we have brought on ourselves cannot be co-termi-
nus with conditionalities for sure; even so, what
hurts the sensibility is that we have invited this
reference like countries with a notorious despotic
system nose-diving into a civil war situation usu-
a l{ do. Indeed we have been repeatedly u;fi the
political parties to respect and heed the c lrt;%uur
revered President Shahabuddin Ahmed to "settle
their differences in Parliament and by dialogue,
and not by violence" much the same way that the
aid group has issued a clarion call for. If Justice
Shahabuddin had been a common choice of both
the AL and BNP for the presidency in the first place
as indeed he was for his transcending neutral im-
age, then that original flash of bipartisanism must
now be lived up to by heeding the presidential ad-
vice without ado.

We greet the donors' 'remarkable consensus' on

supporting Bangladesh's efforts towards poverty

reduction.
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Painting and Society

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
opened the 25-day eighth Asian Art Bienalle
Bangladesh. Thirty-five foreign nations are partic-
ipating in the artfest. Together with Bangladeshi
entries some seven hundred paintings and art ob-
jects will be on show. It has been said about the
master Pablo Picasso that he was the most unintel-
lectual of painters, meaning that his pictures do
not so much appeal to the intellect as they do to
your eyes. He was the naughty one all right and had
interpolated unsuspected pranks galore into his

works. But that's nothing compared to the wit that

gives life to all his pictures and porcelains and
sculptures — wit in a purely painterly manner.

So the best thing to say about the show is to en-
treat one to go and see the things. Pictures mostly.
About perhaps nothing particularly. But as against
God's own doings spread all around the universe,
these are man's own doings. Man is the creator of
these visions and visuals. By going round the show
one can soak oneself in a kind of frontiers of man's
creativity.

After partition of India Zainul Abedin and his
peers and students Safiuddin Ahmed, Khwaja
Shafiq Ahmed, Anwarul Huq, Qamrul Hassan,
Mohammad Kibria et al did quite a bit of roaming
in the Dhaka wilderness. Abedin, apochryphally
though, was asked by a senior officer to paint his
name on to his umbrella. All of them landed jobs
as drawing teachers in schools. The situation
wouldn't improve if the Art College was not
founded by Abedin. Society was totally ignorant of
easel painting and its value. With time everything
has changed and on a frantic pace. Yet there must
be sumething basically wrong with the approaches
to é)ainting y the government, the intellectuals,
and by the painters themselves.

Painting, together with music, must be offered in
all schools and cmlle%f:s as a subject of board and
university exams. The process of righting the
wrongs should start right there.

We welcome the unfolding of this great cultural
event in our midst.

It's a Human Problem

Saddam Hussein has an uncanny genius for
coming through diplomatic dead-ends with un-
scratched heroics even as his people are emaciated
by economic sanctions imposed since the end of
the Gulf War in 1991. He had nudged the US into
paying him attention by issuing two concurrent
threats to Washington. First, he ordered expulsion
of three American arms inspectors working with
the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) on disar-
mament in Iraq; and secondly, he declared that
American spy planes flying over his country would
be shot down. The UN was pulled into the situation
with its Secretary General Kofi Annan working out
a defusion strategy containing two elements: one,
he offered Iraq a chance to explain its demands for
lifting sanctions before a UN Security Council
meeting; and two, he directed three emissaries to
visit Iraq and file reports to him by Friday on
Baghdad's status of compliance with UN resolution
on weapons inspection and their obliteration.

Kofi Annan's overture met with instant re-
sponses. Saddam Hussein agreed to relent on ex-
gulsiun of the US arms inspectors and the United

tates postponed her surveillance flights. But their
apparently conciliatory mood is the product of UN
intervention; and if one were to plumb deeper into
the objective situation one would despair of the
sharply differing perception of Washington and
Baghdad about the progress on ridding Iraq of
weapons of mass destruction. Iraq says they are

now bereft of such weaponry, but the US insists .

that an all-clear certification has to wait until fur-
ther verification.

The human ordeal brought on Iraq due to the
sanctions must come to an end at the soonest.

is a quiet

tree-lined road leading to the
village skirts the edge ol the rice
field where over two hundred
farmers of Kalensari and a
neighbouring village till their
small plots.

The rice crop of the main

lanting season in 1994 sul-
ed from heavy infestation of
white stemborers. How to break
their life-cycle? Worried as the
farmers were, they went to the
agriculture office with their
problem. They were advised to
attack the ts and their egg-
masses with pesticides. Some
moths died, but still were able
to spawn eggs and the pest-pres-
sure continued.

Farmers of the village got
organised. They decided to con-
duct their own studies and ob-
servations to understand the
life-cycle of stemborers and
where the larva spend diapause.
Burning of rice stubble was fu-
tile as the larva thrives in dry
heat. The larva, however. did
not like water. But there was a
problem. Flooding had to be
done for more than seven days
and release of tion water
was neither timely nor ade-
gunt: for covering the entire

eld, or as the Indonesian
farmers call it, the "hamparan”.

Farmer researchers came to
the conclusion that the nur
bed being the bridge that the

- stem-borers use to infest the

rice-fleld, they would take away
the bridge. Farmers and even
their children mobilised them-
selves to collect -masses and
keecl) the nursery beds clean.
And in the hamparan, the
number of plants lost to stem-
borers was than 5 per cent.
Farmer-researchers recog-
nised early that such mobilisa-
tion season after season on a

hamcFlrnmwidc scale and be-
yond could be difficult. Also if

OPINION

Heresy and Empowerment
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keep the scientist from falling into error'.

the operation was not a clean
sweep, it would fail, So during
the planting season of 1995-96,
they explored other ways to
keep the nursery beds clean
without a major expenditure of
labour.

An idea came about as the
result of cumpari’llI_E two adja-
cent rice plots. e farmers
working the plots had used the
same variety, used the same
pesticide treatrnent and yet one
plot had heavy da e due to
stemnborers and the other plot
had light damage. The re-
searchers anal the circum-
stances and discovered that the
plot with heavy damage was
planted one week before the
other. Pak Warsiyah the leader
and his compatriots worked out
a simulation which demon-
strated the interactions of rain
fall, the flight-patterns of the
white stemborer moth, and
nur bed planting time. They
hypothesised that based on
their understanding of rainfall,
wind-direction and the flight-
patterns of white stemborer
moth, infestation by stemborer
could be avoided. They tested
the hypothesis during the d
secason of March through July
of 1996 by varying rice planting
times based on moth flight pat-
terns. Light traps were used to
determine the peak of white
stemborer moth flights and the
nursery beds were planted at
varying times (up to ten days)
after the peak flight. The nurs-
ery beds were then observed and
the nurmbers of egg masses col-
lected from the test beds were
compared. Plots planted seven
lo ten days after the main flight
of moths appeared to have the
best results. ;

The strategy of keeping

nursery beds clean by avoiding
the danger of having plants in
the field during the height of
stemmborer moth flights ap-
Eﬁarcd viable and farmers of
alensari set out to implement
the strategy on a hamparan-
wide scale during the main
rowing season ol November
996 through March of 1997. To
implement this strategy they
monitored moth bflifhls. rain-
fall, and nursery s daily and
they organised the farmers of
the hamparan to coordinate
planting times.
Pak Warsiyah who is con-
tinuing his studPr on the "spatial
and time ecology” of white
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stemborer moth, collects data
on rainfall to learn about its in-
fluence on the flight-patterns of
moth. To determine the peak of
moth-flights he has set up
lamptraps. Data about varieties
planted, planting dates and

sticides used, if any. is also

eing obtained by Warsiyah
through field observation. He
will then link up all this data
with data about crop damage
and yields. He has hung up a
lar iece of cardboard on the
wall of his house. He charts the
rainfall, moth-flights and
planting times.

Pak Warsiyah puts it suc-
cinctly when he says, 'Keeping
our nursery-beds clean by
avoiding planting during peri-
ods when s would be endan-

ed by stemborer moth

as had good results at
farmers are concerned abgut
this season is the possibilif{ of
stemborers recolonisin
hamparan either through mt-
gyaliun or tR( using another
ridge.” So field-studies con-
tinue in the paddy fields in
Kalensari village, while the
farmers organise further to
build a broader coalition cover-
ing the entire district of Indra-
mayu.

Creating a Network
After the success experienced

in collec egg masses at the
beglnnin:r:ﬁ L& rice season in

Z M Obaidullah Khan

November of 1995, farmer-re-
searchers decided to hold a sem-
inar for farmer representatives
from throughout Indramayu
District.

On 5 and 6 January, more
than fifty farmers from all over
the district attended the semi-
nar All of themn agreed to try
out the strategy of keeping
nursery beds clean. They also

decided to meet with the leader-
ship of Agriculture rtment
in [ndramayu. On 2 May 1996,

the farmer representatives of 8
sub-districts of Indramayu and
the farmer-researchers of
Kalensari met with the District
Secretary who is in charge of
district agricultural policy
along with the heads of all the
sub-districts. The strategy as

Mother Teresa and Princess Diana

by Moin Chisti

comparative study by Dr
Fakhruddin writing from
Princeton, USA, on
Mother Teresa and Princess
Diana (DS Oct. 11) appeared to
me a little odious, but
interesting. Diana, a Princess
by marriage, was a near-perfect
model of glamour, grace and
beauty. Her sensitive good looks
and amiable style had brought
her admirers from all over
world and her sudden and tragic
death was a shock almost too
much for many to bear. There
was hlrc‘I‘I'[_v‘ an individual
-anywhere who was not affected
at her sad and untimely demise.
Princess Diana was unique in
combining those personal
qualities .of, charity, human
concern and gentle behaviour
with her routine and often
stoney Royal performances. A
life inside the Bakingham
Fafacl: with all ll.:l glitter and
colour, pomp and pageantry
could not satisfy her yearming
for a freer life outside, perhaps
more in and greater in
p se. She was almost born
with a restless com on, a
deep-down feeling that would
take her continuously near the
sick, the disabled and the
needy. She aﬂpcared like a
person in c with herself
and in constant struggle to get
out of a sterile, almost
cloistered existence. This out-
of-step role of the Princes cata-
Eult her to an unassailable
t of popularity and public
adulation. She became an in-
atanlt nelegrity, a dar of the
media and a respect figure
among the chariFecurgantm
only because this is the
role that the British le ex-
pected her to play in era that
is to arrive in the coming days.
The British Royalty, tradi-
tionally, had a magic about
them, almost mystic in quality,
much of which is now on the
wane. There was no doubt that
the Royalty to which Princess
Diana was married had learnt
to change with time. The fact
that Prince Charles, heir to the

British Throne agreed to marry

Diana, a commoner, without, of
course, compromising his posi-
unnlulclwpmoflgthisp
found change to which the
Royal protocol is shaping up.

It was more in respect for
diplomatic niceties than for
demands for Royal protocol
that the Prince agreed to divorce
Princess Diana and then flew
all the way to France to receive
back her dead body. If a
protocol was broken in lower-
ing the flag at half-a-mast and a
speech made by the Queen by
breaking traditions then it
must be news to those who
wish of the monarchy apd

. alsp expect it tp move on and

come of age. even though on
public pressure. The wind of
change has profoundly altered
the role of the monarchy in the
I)rcscnt €. Monarchy in Eng-
and now lives mostly on cere-
monies and nnﬂﬂn&;;rac&aﬂy
is left of it except alaces
and riches. The power base in
England has long shifted from
the monarchy to the Crown;
from the Crown to the Parlia-
ment and from the Parliament
to the Civil Service, yet the
monarchy still draws the
b t crowd.

o talk about the monarchy
or the royalty is to touch on a
subject the British still con-
sider most dear and sensitive.
But they also expect it to change
and in a way Princess Diana
was perhaps both representi
and effecu?ig this Ehg.ngc. 5]11]5
stood between the two, between
the past and the present, be-
tween tradition and modern.
But she was also a study in con-
trast, a pathetic figure desper-
alt::lly in search of love, security
and shelter. If she was seeking
fame and lpublicity, she was
also so badiy in need of privacy.
The chase of the s that
killed her ultimately, was at the
end her own dnl.n%.l If she was
holding hands with the lepers
in the mo . she was seen in
the evening with the best of the
high society celebrities, the in-

W

ternational playboys. the rich
and the famous. Such was Di-
ana, sand dunes in the day,
charity bazaars in the evenings,
with homeless in the mornings

wild parties at night.

But anywhere she went she
stood above all, shoulders high,
riding at the crest of popular
acclaim. Such were the powers
of her dynamic presence that
she draw the best out of a
permissive society. The world
did not seem to mind and was
:*:ick to accept whatever was
there in her pursuit of a glam-
orous fast lifer The extent and
opularit

the frenzi t of her popu-
larity and the tremendous grief
at her death. Anything in her
name became an instant best-
seller. The now famous disc
"Candle in the Wind" broke all-
time records in sale, in just few
hours. Today, two months after
her death the world continues
to mourn for her in the same in-
tensity as when she died. Given
this scenario. | think it was in-
deed not much of significance if
royal protocol deviated slightly
in lowering the flag and the
Queen making a touching
speech on the Princess.

. The world had stood up in
unabashed admiration for a
white Catholic nun, Mother
Teresa., working among the
poor and the wretched in Cal-
cutta slums. Emaciated and
frail, far away from her birth-
place in Albania, the mother
was probably the best that
mankind could ever imagine.
Year through year, the mother
went on giving up all her
worldly comforts in caring for
the down trodden, the needy,
the sick and the underprivi-
leged. With the determination
of a Messiah she dedicated ev-
ery drop of her blood and every
ounce of her energy in the ser-
vice of the poor. In a world full
of strife, war, avarice and greed
Mother Teresa was like a bea-

con light, an inspiration and an
example how life could be dedi-
cated entirely to the selfless
service of inflicted mankind.
There was no glamour, no show
in her life, or in her work. She
was just a founder member of
the Missionaries of Charity, yet
there was no dearth of publicity
for her, and she was as well-
known as any world class
ctlchritn including Princess
Diana. Mother Teresa was so
magnificent in her work that
she made the work of mission-

ary a passion for tvtrybod{y

. In.
fact, what is only ganslng ancy
for many she made it into the

The

single most motto in life.
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Prike Yor ce,
est any person can as-
pire for. It is not everyday that
the world has someone like the
Mother, who would so easily
give up a life of ease and enjoy-
ment to take up a life of hard-
ship and self-discipline. In her
passini away 'the Mother'
would be mostly missed b
those poor, homeless and suf-
fering children of Calcutta, the
leper patients in hospitals and
those who place human values
and human dignity above ev-

erything else.

We all have lessons to learn
from the Mother's life. A lesson
is how to rise above personal
needs and to commit oneself to
the service of the humanity so
much in need of care, love and
sympathy. The like of the
mother does not come about so
e . It would be time in-
d before those unloved chil-
dren of Calcutta slums find an-
other one like her. She would be
remembered as much as
Princess Diana would be, but
the absence of the Mother would
shatter the lives of those whose
life stories are never written ex-
cept in tears. If a life without
the Princess here on earth is a
life without cheer, then a life
without Mother Teresa is a life
without hope. But then, of
course, that is what life is all
about.

the .

is the function of the farmer to

Kz"cimtcd by Pak Warsiyah and
s colleagues was adopted for
the entire district.

By November 1996, 60
cent of the rice fields in the dis-
trict were implementing the
strategy, the remaining 40 per
cent is cond a study to de-
termine how late they can plant
to :f\rnid the stem-borers while
conironting another s is-
sue of mint%s which bmommﬂ a

roblem if rice is planted too
te.

The heresy that farmers are
scientists has taken hold in the
villages in Indramayu.
Science, that informs the
Prlnr:tplen and practices of the
Armers em them to un-
derstand their own environ-
ment and the inter
of various life-forms within.
'T{llg very t;\dcrmnhg is a
celebration joining, merging
mE ifhnn a very modest scale,
with the magnificence of the

The is succes-
sively improved as farmers
practise and ment in

their own fields; analyse and
observe: and discuss and debate
among themselves. They are
open to new ideas and innova-

tions brought in

ested, pted or in

il o ""’o.,ﬁ,,‘":;"r
; us

common m is created

through a mutual and

learning experience in which

no single participant has
monopoly of interpretation.
Within this group-learnin
process, there is no privile
position. If there is any, it is for

the farmers. Because when en-
vironment is threatened, it is

their survival which is at stake.
One recalls what US
Supreme Court Justice Robert H
Jackson said about
and the citizenry. Substitute
'‘government’ for 'scientist’ and
‘citizen’ for 'farmer' and the
statement reads as follows: "It
s not the function of the scien-
tist to keep the farmer from
into error it is the func-
tion of the farmer to keep the
scientist from falling into er-
ror'.
Participatory and inter-ac-
tive science in the field leads to
two-fold solidarity for the
practising farmers: first, with
earth and water and all the
creatures therein, and second,
amun% themselves. Solidarity
n;.:d the spirit of caring and
sharing grows out of commu-
ownership of agro-ecologi-
ship of knowledge enabies the
farmers to stand up to the pow-
establishment outside

5§

that would help keep us in-
formed about alternatives in
managing our flelds, why those
alternatives worked, and the
successes that farmers were
having in resisting the use of

_%

COLUMN
If I Were a Rich Man

OU may have noticed that Forbes magazine just came
out with its list of 400 richest people in America.
You may also have noticed that I didn't make the list.
Before you come to any conclusions, ['ll tell you why | was
excluded. | asked Steve Forbes to leave my name off it. Getting
on a list of this kind can cause a person more trouble than it's

worth

F‘lr;ut of all, as soon as the billionaires find out how much
you've got, they all want to borrow money.

;- ¥he jast
" 1ot Baffing
and wondered if you could

thing | need is a call from Bill Gates-or Waren Buf-

, "We're thinking of buying the Coca-Cola Company |
get us over the hump until Tuesday.”

Then I'll hear from Ted Turner, who'll say something like,
"Look | gave one billion dollars to the United Nations. Jane
thought you might be interested in throwing in a billion for the

Atlanta Blood Bank."

So | told Forbes, "What I don't like about your list is that you

always get my total assets wrong.

You figure in my sister's home

in New Jersey along with my oil and gas reserves in Oklahoma,
and what have we got? An IRS mess."

Forbes was not sympathetic. "The public has a

who
from our reporters.”

right to know
what you're worth. If you're going to eat Perdue chicken, our
readers should be informed about who gets the white meat and

gets the dark. You can't hide your rich and famous lifestyle

It bothers me because | don't own a lot of homes around the
world — [ don't even have a yacht. It's not easy to spend a bil-
lion dollars, even in good times, particularly if you shop at a

discount

Once you buy a power lawn .~ower and a pair of Nike sneak-
ers, there's nothing left to spend mc=-y on.

Ever since the list was published. I've been getting calls from
people who were on it. They all call to say how sorry they are

that I wasn't included. They are treatng it like a major tragedy.

[ also got a call from a credit card company

said they were
told them I couldn't care less.

who

my credit card because | was a risk. |

I only mention all this because I don't want the rcaders to
think that my omission from the 40¢ list means that | am flat

broke.

I could buy and sell Ross Perot and Rup=-t

vuardoch and

day. but I don't want to as billionaires hate competition. Be-
sides, there's plenty of room on my private 747 for all of us.

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB.
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Child of the future
Sir, The young girl awoke

on a cool, inviting morning. It
wasn't a school day, so she
could look forward to doing
what she liked best. Her family
was ﬁ;ﬂng just outside the city
into the great forest, where they
would stroll under the tall trees,
fgot wild animals and wade in

eEclan.r- streams. ”

very time t went, she

felt lucky. After al?her parents
have told her stories about the
old days — before people learned
to protect the land and water,
and harness the power of wind
and sunlight. It was a dark time
when the forests died, rivers
ran dry and millions went hun-
El:ly. e girl was amazed and

ghtened that such things
could ever have happened. But
there was no need to think
about that now — not with a
glorious day ahead. It was so
gondhﬂdtn be alive, especially for a
c :

Farhan Yussouf
Community Service Club
Scholastica, Dhaka.

IPM's success in
Bangladesh

Sir, This refers to a rt on
the captioned subject which
was published in an English
daily on 12th October. The suc-
cess, prospect and future of
IPM programme which has been
outl in the report seemed to
be ated for B0 per cent
reduction in pesticide use is not
correct at all. [PM programme

started in this country in 1981

when yearly pesticide con-

sumption was about 2300 MT
which was enhanced to 12000
MT in 1996. The basic principle
of IPM is not to reduce the u
of pesticide but to use it judi-
ciously as and when required
after practising and applying all
other methods of IPM. Amongst
IPM principles, only training to
trainers and selected farmers
were imparted where the lion's
share of budget was spent. But
large-scale field demonstration
and farmers’ practice in their
own fields were not encourag-
ing.

Kbd. M A Jalil
372/B, Khilgdon, Dhaka

"How about
Introduction...?"

Sir, I am a regular reader of
Mr C A F Dowlah's column
Crosscurrents in your paper
and | was captivated by his ar-
Fumcnt for public financed par-

lamentary elections in

Bangladesh. In his well-articu-
lated and well-researched arti-
cle titled "How about introduc-
tion of public financing of par-
liament elections” on 22 Oc-
tober, 1997, Mr Dowlah made a
plea to the policy makers to
consider public financing in or-
der to eliminate unfair means
and untoward incidents in the
parliamen elections.

I believe, caretaker govern-
ment has helped a lot in reduc-
ing unfair means in the elec-
tions. If unlimited expenditures
of the candidates can be
checked and public financing
can be introduced, this will fur-
ther increase possibly for fair

elections in the country. | hope
readers will come forward to
their opinions on this issue
in The Daily Star and thereby
will make it a national issue.

Mir Mohiuddin .
Hug Mansion. 13/2 Toyenbee
Circular Road

Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

"BNP Should

Return..."

Sir. | have liked the com-
mern of 01 November — BNP
should return to the Parliament
— very much. [ believe that it is
time to speak out.

We must transform our na-
tion into a civil society. In this
grand and difficult task, the
role of intellectuals is crucial,
because it is their responsibil-
ity to remove all confussions
surrounding the economic, so-
cial and political issues by
making the truth clear and ob-
-vious. As Rorsseau says in his
Social Contract, "The str st
man is never strong enough to
master all the time, unless he
transforms force into right and
obedience into duty".

The political parties are
working against our interests
because the general ple are
confused. If we can c out all
the clouds, [ believe people do
not have to come forward to
subdue the — the op-

rs will back down.

I believe that there has not
been any better political cli-
mate than that exists today in
the country's quarter-century
history to carry out real re-

forms in our political institu-
tions. If we fail, we might loss
the opportunity for quite some
time.

The Daily Star can provide

leadership in this crusade. And
I will be hap;’?' to become a
member of the Team.

Dr. K. Q. Elahi

(By e-mail)

Canada

Why unrul
processions?

Sir, The unruly procession
brought out in ail area of
the caf-ltal city on 26.10.97 was
an unfair act against innocent
children and women who hap-
pen to live on that side of the
city. As a result of the proces-
sion which took place at a time
when children were getting off
school ar;”ning home, man
children guardians,
wome, had .0 he stuck in a
traffic fam for hours.

Guardians who hau .. “.ne
themselves to bring their chil-
dren back and other members
of respective households were
left worrying why their chil-
dren were not coming for hours.

This incident is nothing new
for Dhaka city. but what is the
purpose of hringin% out such
processions which bring harm
to the public. Years of such ex-
periences have proven this.

As a peace loving citizen. my
sincere request to all -::P?on—
tion political leaders and their
respective party members is to
have patience and wait for a few

ears until the next election.
en the péople on their own
will elect you. Meanwhile,
please prove you can do econ-
structive work for them.

DOHS, Dhaka.

On the return to JS

Sir, While agreeing to Mr
Mahfuz Anam's plea (Nov 1) to
the Opposition to sit in the JS,
the pnrtﬁlln wer has made it
more difficult by reducing one
more sensitive issue, namely,
thl_di-_[pmpoaed peace pact in the
CHT, as not suitable for discus-
sion in the JS before signing.
The PM's clarification at the
press conferenc.e is not trans-

t enougn even to the ob-
server-citizens not involved in
active politics.

Thc psyt cal barrier is
looming Himalayan-like: BNP
is out to teach AL a lesson as tit-
f~r-tat. The intention or atti-
tude is transparent Eﬂﬂ;l#h.
looking at human nature (what
you can do, we can do better).

The CHT issue is not a nor-
mal, routine issue for routine
decision outside the JS on
which unilateral action can be
taken in anticipation.
border and tri i ations
are involved, with a back-
ground of years of tation,
viclence. and movement for au-
tonomy, made more com
with inter-border situation
(alleged operating bases in for-
eign countries)

It is a political issue which
cannot be solved by one major

litical y without taking
oppoum into confidence.

The issue cannot be hurried on

the plea of non-cooperation

from the other side. For exam-

El.e. AL in opposition would
ve to BNP (in

signing a pact without AL's con-
currence.

It is a sensitive national is-
'u%c on which the citizens have
to

properly briefed thro
extensive debate in the Pt#:h-
ment. Therefore the comi

truce may be packed with future
problems. A nlll?fntélr.:t consen-
sus is imperative tis

to last and be ve
and practical in the years to

come. How it can be s.nlnntmd
with the background of politi-
cal polarity we are witnessing

today?
Lastly, the very basis of
democracy as practised here is

questioned. Even the Hon
t has pointed out, as
others have done, about the ab-
sence of democratic practices
within the political parties.
Therefore mere display of good
intentions and icies based
o enough lt;tp::t-
to appease

sentiment. Hence the benefit
of the doubt may be withheld by
a section of the voters; in the

same manner as both the
tical parties are di ying

t with respect to each

A good solution can work

in a clean environment. It

is the politicians to provide

the climate of good governance
(it includes the opposition)

A Zabr
Dhaka



