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6 sued in Khulna
for embezzling
Tk 5.29 cr
bank money

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA. Nov 5: The District
Anti-corruption Pureau (DAB),
Khulna. has filed a case with
Kotwali thana against five offi-
cials of Sonali Bank's Khulna
e branch and the Man-

aging Director of Messrs Gazi
Ice and Fish Ltd. for
Tk crore
twenty nine lakh through

e g B

of the plant, Issa Hossain mis-

ed the amount from
branch through

at different times from
2. 1986 to Fe 13,
1 Thr. FIR further stated
that he took loans in the name

o =

the

of his plant where he
had inferior quality
shrimps by stealing export
quality from the mas-
ter cartoons. scandal was
detected by a four-member in-

quiry team of DAB, Khulna.
See Page 12 Col 4

Asian Art
Biennial
opens today

Thirty-five. countries from
Asia, ‘P acific and African
1 participate in the

Bif:rmial Asian Art Exhibi-
tion, in the city to-

— will take part
in the for the first time.

State Minister for Youth and
Cultural Affairs Obaidul Quader
said this at a press conference
at Shilpakala Academy yester-
day afternoon.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will ate the 25-
day art exhibition at the Os-
mlnl Auditorium at 10 am.

i See Page 12 Col 3

4 hu!'t a8 Cr ackers .

explode during
BNP procession

By Staff Co ondent
“THREE | thenl and ofeé™
strian were injured in ex-
losion of fire-crackers‘ at
il crossing in the city yes-
terday.

The explosions tcok place
when a BNP procession reached
the dpot at about 6 pm. wit-
nesses said.

The injured policemen — Ja-
hangir, Khokon and Nurul Haq
— and the pedestrian, Zahir, 13,
were rushed to the Police Hospi-
tal at (j’nrbagh Hospital
sources sald they were later re-
leased after treatment.

The procession was brought
out as part of nﬂﬁx ammc {lf
BNP lnd its six st
attacks on party anuviltl al

| See Page 12 Col 1
UP polls: Scrutiny
of nomination
papers held

Scrutiny of nomination pa-
faﬁl of candidates in the com-
ng Union Parishad elections
was held yesterday at the offices
gléé:tuming officers, reports

According to the Election
Commission sources, the can-
didates whose nominations
have been cancelled after the
scrutiny would be able to appeal
before the ﬂ-ﬁl!:illmE authority
headed by the Thana Nirbahi
Officer in their respective areas
by Sunday next.

The la.lt date for withdrawai
of candidature has been fixed
on Hmbcr 12

mgecu:b:cltnnc

Se-ePagcmCulB

-—“Inside Today

Article

Discords in Our
Politics: Is Amity
Possible?

by Monirul I Khan
Page 4

Internati (inal

Iraq to delay expulsion
of US arms inspectors
Page 8

Business

(G-15 summit ends:
Call to adopt new
rules on global
currency trading

DSE index falls on
lower volume
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Continued progress in reforms, accountability stressed

Donors pledge $1.9b

in fresh assistance

By Staff Correapondent

desh Aid Group yes-
terday made a fresh aid lP
of 1.9 billion US dollars for the
current fiscal year "provided
continued progress 1a made in
lﬂZIpicn‘H:I'llln% the reform pro-
grammes and ensuring better
governance, and greater ac-
countability and transparency.”
a World Bank press release
issued at the end of the two-day
meeting said.

The Group comprising 15
countries and 12 mtenﬁnﬁﬂﬁ
development agencies that
in Dhaka for first tl:ne is-
sued a separate statement warn-
ing all in Bangladesh's political
arena to resolve their differ-

ences in parliament, arresting

an escalating trend in "con-
frnntltmnal politics,” which
slnrwdm aid

penkinﬁ press confer-
ence Ms :ikn Hluhiml:u

World Bank Vice President for
South Asia, however, told a
questioner that it was not a
‘threat.’ "We discussed all issues
o y at the . I found
the statement on my ‘table. It
was quite unusual. I do not
know the history but in three
8 Or so thia kind of topics
ve come up concem
over the overnance, in-
utahﬂlty and political situation
having its impact on develop-
ment aff the aid flow.”
"As the flow of aid is a con-

process, there will be no

cant change in the near
gﬁganddishurmtd’ﬁmd

which is in the pipeline will
also continue,” ClEaercnon of
the Nishimizu, told re-
rters. nance Minister
AMS Kibria and Pierre
Lendell-Mills, country repre-
sentative of the Bank, also
spoke at the news conference.
Landell-Mills said sen-
tatives of the donors had met
Leader of the Op tion in
Parliament m eda Zia,
hoping that discussions with
her could avoid a hartal. They

also met Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. The general
tenor of discussion with the

mm'lment was the same as in
statement, he told a ques-
tioner.

The finance minister as-
sured the donors that the gov-
ernment would continue its ef-
forts to resolve its differences
with the ition to n:nch a
political consensus ' and
strengthen parliamentary in-
stitutions. government re-
mains fully cnmmltted to a

g h hf)ppoaiti

"But it was the on
which had given tions
one after another, inclu the
hartal on Tuesday. We have
taken note of the donors’' con-
cern. However, the main oppo-

?:cePagt 12 Col 7

Traffic jam at Nayabazar in the city is a common sight.

From any consideration of
sell respect and dtﬂ:lity of a
sovereign cuunha e t:lunﬂrl
statement, as ished in this
newspaper, literally amounts
to be an insult and a blatant in-
terference in the internal af-
fairs of our country. As a part of
global citizenry, well versed in
the ways of diplomatic norms,
we are shoc at its language
and content. As a part of a peo-
ple who have fought an armed
struggle to gain our indepen-
dence and have defeated several
military and quasi-milita
dictatorships to establis
democracy ( without donor as-
sistance, and in fact with donor
assistance going to the junta)
we feel outr at the open
demonstration gf how little re-
spect is shown Our sover
right to manage our intnm.aldf
fairs. As a people who have
made so much sacrifice to es-
tablish representative govern-

By Mahfuz Anam
ment we are offended by the way

our elected rnment is liter-
ally lectured upon as to how it
should , and our elected

sition as to how it should
behave. Not only have we been
told what to do, there is also a
not so veiled threat as to what

will ha n if we donit- jexter-
nal ai to esh will
be adversely afl

At the same time that we ex-
ess our uutrﬁ]c we would also
ike to ask y in heaven's
name did this international
group feel blic
on such a sensitive issue? The
answer is, a genuine concern
for our future which looks
clouded by an arrogant gov-
ernment and irresponsible op-
position. However harshly we
castigate the donors for their
diplomatic misstep., we will be
the first to admit that we de-

served it. Why do we keep on

‘its fortune? Why,

It 1is an insult, but did
we not deserve 1t"

making the same mistakes,
taki same arrogant path,
uttering the same rhetorical
nonsense, damaging our poten-
tial for® growth, spoiling our
image in the world as a country
which is serious about changing
in God's
name, do we keep on oring
our vital development chal-
lenges, turn a hllnd e to the
fact that ours is one of the poor-
est countries in the world with
120 million Inhabitants
packed into the smallest of ar-
eas possible, refrain from
rt:cugmatng the reality that a
vast ma of that po ula-
ate and .mm“""‘“‘?%’l
ate un
do we not learn from ica?.m
that no government in
h.u ever heen able

to
ﬂthﬂut the m.dgl of the
opposition Df the da

Suepage4

CHT settlers apprehensive of
proposed Regional Council

A sense of deprivation pre-
vails among a section of settlers
in the three districts of Chit-
tagnng Hill Tracts (CHT) as they

doubtful” about the struc-
ture uf the much talked about
e unf:jgh hfr' been

0 it s not yet
officially annouhced, people in
the CHT belonging to both
tribal and non-tribal commu-
nities say they have heard that
a 'Regional Council’ will be
formed for overall development
of the three hill districts — Kha-
grachhari. Rangamat} and

+ Bandarban — aﬁ_tr slggmé

peace treaty between t
and the PCJSS.

All of themn welcome forma-
tion of such a broadbased
Council in addition to existin
three local t counciis
in three districts. However,
a section of the non-tribal
people fear that the proposed

'Regional Council’ may also be
headed by a tribal leader, as in
the cases of three local govern-
ment councils,

The local government coun-
cils, each comprising one
chairman and 30 members,
were formed back in 1989.

Talking to this correspon-
dent during the last couple of
days, a number of Bengalee
community leaders expressed
the~view that if the post of
chafrman is kept reserved for

tribal people only, people be-
longing to the gon-tribal com-
m.l yould c‘-_imnm to suffer
a.gense of deprivation.

ASM*Sha llah, president
of 'Pardatt adalyia
Oikyo Parishs n amati
said, di en Was cre-
ated by local gov-
ernment councils arid reserving

the posts of chairmen for
tribesmen. "Now, if the struc-

By Reaz Ahmad, back from CHT

ture of the proposed Regional
Council also reflects the mani-
festation of more discrimina-
tion, people will not appreciate
it".

Leaders of tribal communi-
ties, however, di
expressed the view that as a
'‘backward group' in the CHT,
k the chairman post re-
served for tribesmen should be
considered as a "special privi-
lege as allowed in Constitu-
tion.”

Goutam Dewan, a former
chairman of Rangamati Local
Government Council, sees no

rivation for Bengalees as
there will be proper representa-
tion of all communities in the

Council.
me hard-line leaders of
"Pahari Chhatra Parishad’ in
Khagrachhari gave a different
view. They expressed the view

See Page 12 Col 2

They

saves 30 lives as
bldg collapses

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Nov B5:
Timely warning by a women
sa the lives of some 30 in-
mates of a newly constructed
four-storey bulilding that col-
lalpled here in the small hours

The huﬂdin housi four
families ca ln at 57 Mo-
barak Road in Baburail area in
the town.

Witnesses said, the women
in the grnund floor

residing
apartment. first noticed a crack

gn the - inside harm
uring t AzZr prayers

crack started expanding, she
shouted at the top of her voice to
warn the inmates. All the in-
mates woke up and came out
from their respective houses.

As the building took some
three hours to col . the res-
idents could also managt: to
bring out their valuables. The
structure caved-in 10 to 15 feet
below the

building was affected.
Owner of the building, Jay-

nal Abedin, was missing since
See Page 12 Col 1
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PM tells foreign investors

' Bangladesh a gateway to

huge market in S Asia

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina held out a bounteous of-
fer of incentives for foreign cap-
ital investment in the country
in a secure ntmnuphere as a

three-day investors’ forum be-
gan in city yesterday, re-
ports

She also apprised the
rospective Iinvestors
s b an D
a an

v:;:t. market in Soufth g_l;a
t set up ol a -

tradeuﬁrhu In%n:gr future,
"With the
centu

industrial development and

technological pro
Prime nister d and in-
vited the foreign investors to

seize the opportunities.

ess,.” the

of

of the new

She assured that her gov-
ernment would continue to pur-
sue olicies to make
B h into a very attrac-
tive place for foreign invest-
ment.

"You are most welcome to see

for rml"elm the many o
ties for invutmentythﬁm

have created since we took
charge of theé administration in
June 1996," she said opent

the Investors Forum at Hote

Sonﬂm in the evening.
Chief executives of 50 inter-
national companies are attend-

ing the meet jointly organised
ERD and the Financial

, London, to promote for-
investment in the country.

The Prime Minister said her
government had adopted an
economic strategy to create a
uultahl: environment to make

See Page 2

PM addressmg fure1g'n
investors' forum

12 killed,

79 hurt in
road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Twelve people were killed

and 79 others injured in three

ate road accidents in

mmj Manikganj and

yesterday.

Of the dead, four were killed

.nsmgnn six in Manik-
pr?m two in Jhenidah.

r Hnraynngnn Corre-
spondent reports: At least four
brickfield workers were killed
and 20 others injured when a
truck them hit a road-
side tree at Ch arkandl in
: on the Dhaka-Chit-

Sonargaon
- ..lﬁﬁﬂﬂl highway in ,the early
yutn'd);y

Mmrdlng to eyewitnesses
the accldcnta oc-
curred when the driver of a
Chittagong bound truck from
M lost his control
over the vehicle and hit a tree.

ﬂm&dm the

fied as Abdul Hakim, 35, and
lﬁl';nlhm could not be ld:ntl-

injured le were ad-
m:ltted to the erent hospitals
in Dhaka and Harlrnngnnj
while three of them were sent to
DMCH in a critical condition.
The critically injured were
identified Abdul i 3,
Abul , 25, and Mozam-

mel Hossain 22.

The bod:ishwnre ﬁn} to N'-
ganj gener ospital for au-
topsy. The driver and helper of
the truck fled away.

UNB adds: Six people were
killed and 50 others injured in
a road accident at Joka, seven
kilometres fron Manikganj on
Dhaka-Aricha highwa:,r yester-
day, reports UNB

Five of the dcad were identi-
fied as Dulal, 30, Juran Bepari,
65, and Selim, 38, of Joka, Ashu
of Uthli, Thandu, 20, of Tarail
of the district.

Police said, the accident oc-
curred at about 11 am when an
Aricha-bound local bus from
Dhaka fell into a roadside
:Htch. Five ple died on the

ot while another at

nmkﬁnj Sadar Hospital.
e injured, seven were
to-Manikganj Sadar
Hospital. The rest were released
after being given first aid at the
ar hospital.

A case was filed with Ghior
thana in this connection.

In Jhenidah, two ngers
of a tempo were killed and nine
injured after it collided with a
- truck at Pirhkhali on

-Chu road yes-

See Page 12 Col 7

A South Korean Company
has shown interest in bu
Bnnjndelh Machine Tools

ry (BMTF) at Gazipur which
hu been awaiting privatisation
since 1994,

Privatisation Board (PB)
sources said that the company,
"Youngone Corporation, pro-
posed to buy the closed fac
— BMTF — after facing some dif-
ficulties and delay in setting up

Zone in Chittagong. The main
objective of the company
turn the factory into a mini-
EPZ for providi
tion to the t'nr gn investors,
the source said.

The country's lone machine
tools factory was shut down in
1994 after tuﬂ'ming huge losses

since its inception r clos-

the | -
o .tif:d Itu to

mplny or busi-
ﬂ but could not because
none showed interest in
such a white elephant

crore,. Then the government
considered a num of alter-
natives about the future of the

PW-36 t;l_ls court

No shot was fired from

"Switch on the radio. Blood
at the adjacent house .... all
have been finished,” a young
neighbour was told by an army
Euan:l at the

u's residence after the pre-
dawn operation on August 15,
1975, reports UNB.

The neighbour, Newaz
Ahmed Gorjon, now 43 years,
stated the fragic episode of as-
sassination of country's

President as the
secution witness in Banga-
hu Murder Case during the
trial p erday.

In his deposition, Newaz,
son of Badrunnessa Ahmed,
who was the founding chairper-
son of Mohila Awami League
and a minister, said army ]!.xr
sonnel from Bangabandhu
residence also indicated by

putti ﬂnfen on their throats
lhlt n‘l roops carried out
I]Il‘.ll'ﬁ'ltﬂ'lﬂﬂ in the house.

witnesses, a cousin of

| President Mujib's press secre-

Bangabandhu's house

Aminul Haq Badsha, dur-
un?hln mu-mnulq nation told
the court no shot was fired from
the bandhu's house. "l
later talked tn the sentries
posted there, they also didn't

e Ay e

model for the young genera-
tion,” said Nawaz, who was two
unior to the Tldut son of
Mujib. ying to an-

other quﬂj’l htmmpled out that
Kamal was shot and injured

and took treatment sometime

heinutheﬁuguﬂ 15 carmage.
a suggestion, the
also n.dad out that cars

of dlﬁerent forcl%\ muﬂnnl In
Dhaka had
hu's house lft:r thﬂ bl np
eration. He said he didn’
an car ol army or nuniltu
+ el st o

Newaz, who resided at
Dhmmnd:l Road No. 32, House
No. 678, the next bu to

See Page 12 Col

a private Export Processing

Korean Co offers to
buy BMTF

By Rafiq Hasan

BMTF but none was imple-
mented and the fate of the fac-
tory remained uncertain. PB
sources said that Youngone
chairman Kihak Sung recently
came to the board and submit-
ted a proposal to buy the BMTF
sprawling over 170 acres of
land, situated at about 45 km
from Dhaka.

"The main objective of the
Korean company is to provide
emergency accommodation to

See Page 2

Cyclonic storm
near Bay

By Staff Correspondent

The hoon Linda, which
lashed Vietnam Monday, had
part of its tail spinning nff tu
the Andaman Sea brewing

a cyclonic storm last t and
it may move in a north-west-
erly direction towards

B adesh coast.

et office has said last night
that it churned into a depres-
sion at Andaman sea yesterday
morning after roaring over
Thailand from South China
Sea. By evening, it gelled into a
cyclone from a deep depression.

At 9 pm, it was centred at 960
km south east of Chiti._.ng
port and was moving in a
north-westerly direction. Chit-
tagong Cox's bazar and Mongla
ports have been asked to raise
Caution Signal Number 2,
the Met office said.

Maximmm -sustained wind
within 48 kms of the depression
is 70 kms, rising to 85 kms in
gu?jts or squalls, the Met office
said.

Tullow’s rejoinder

Tullow Qil plc takes great ex-
ception to the re published
in your daily dated 31 October
1997 and 3 November 1997, ti-
tled "Unofficial list ready as ne-

otiations continue” and "Some
gig co's being left out of negotia-
tions". The story alleges that
Tullow did not submit any
Bank Guarantee against its

roposals is completely false.
the dropping of the bids
Tullow had furnished 87 M US8
Bank Guarantee for all its four
proposals and during negotia-
tions it again furnished 248.575
M USS, 100% Bank Guarantee
(BG) for the four proposals for 7
years of exploration. Tullow
due to its reputation and experi-
ence worldwide does not need to
submit BG if it is not manda-
tory by the Govt of the coun-
tries. Yet as per Instruction to
Bidders in Second Round Bid BG
was sought from bidders with-
out mentioni ent
hence Tullow a BG of 87
M US-S for its four proposals.

See Page 2

is to

accommeda-

Hmufmethm%

The Baily Star Special
oy

A 36-

and business

Pt
day

pcrnl?: pendium featuring
-ups ; minant ecnnamlsts reseqrchers

R\r’\nna 5(11)'?1

LR

indepth interviews

een 10 am & ?COHEC*H

Price Tk. 50. D:_J >




