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NLD puts off planned meet
amid tight security in Yangon

YANGON, Nov 4: tion

h-dum&n Suu L% AL
u-nll League for Democracy

Tuesday,
tight sec measures that
at authorities

gty
try to block it, reports

The military government

Jimﬁ, hm?; US tour Chiiist

put off

tlyhl:ciuntnl'

that seized power in 1988 has

severely restricted the acu\dt;ea
or

of the Hlu#I League
: won a
whlmtﬂj’ mp:nl}éiﬂﬂgcn

eral election, but the junta re-

fused to allow parliament to
convene and cracked down on
dissenters.

On October 21, Suu Kyi and

other ty leaders were per-
mitted to visit the Thaketa
township y office without

interference. But an October 28
at Mayangon township

in northern Yangon was can-

celled because the road leading

to the office was blocked.
Party leaders were told to
hold the October 28 meeting at

Suu Kyi's house instead of at the

ty office. They
to proceed to the
party office after three hours
waiting at the road junction.

Most of the members,
however, were trucked away by
police and released at places
away from Mayangon. Eight

members were later ar-
rested, party sources said.

Authorities accused the
position grou of deliberately
trying to "embarrass the gov-
ernment and to politicise the
incident.”

Mayangon
were

eles Monday bound for

B#:Eﬂu' an eight-day tour of the United States, AFP reports

trip was aimed at burnishi
%m:m warm;g

nlute 'ﬂhﬂnmkdlﬂsﬂdtbﬁngn ,

Brazil j
reports fom ¢

Sao Paulo.

his I at home

humln rights
United States
mtlltary welcome

s More than
maximum ty prison in
tly with the help of guards,

night at the Putim Prison in
(60 miles) northeast

ﬁh'tnnmhdmdal:uuu of the local police

208 of the

prison's 329 inmates "walked out

mmg-ﬂmmmhﬂmﬂ

Mks (:l]ile A stro

y rocked the same area as a massive a
m‘ two weeks ago. Electricity briefly went out and

., but preliminary
authnrluﬂ

Hlturlmu
trn[ﬂ mﬁh}:lnnnhnfjm
quake was ACross a
P
3

ulnr in the ume centrt: north

indicated no casualties

Ly
tude of 6.4, ac-
tﬂaﬂnn:! Eme Of-
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Cosmonauts preparing another
mission to restore power on Mir

sy Tuesday
ftepanng for another mission
o restore full power on the
battered Russian space station,

s AP.
Hlutu s most experienced
. Mir commander
Anntol{' ovyov, and rookie
Pavel Vinogr nduv removed a
bulky old lnllr panel durin
Monday's spacewalk and d
other work outside the sprawl-
ing station.
The cosmonauts worked
a!ckly and :ﬂlt:ir.ntl}r during
Pitc a prob-
lem with Eulnwﬂva spacesuit
which failed to tmnl smit data
on oxygen supply and other
safety indicators. g
crew has the necessary

Y’slavia, Albania
agree to normalise
bilateral ties

BELGRADE, Nov 4: Yu-
goslavia and Mhn{:lia have
lgree::l to be.ﬁn normalising bi
lateral relations to end almnal
half a century of tension be-
tween the two countries, Bel-

media reported on Mon-

, says Reuter.

Yugoslav President Slobo-
dan Milosevic and Albanian
Prime Minister Fatos Nano
reached the accord after talks
in Crete, where both were at-
ten a summit of Balkan
L?gtrl. Tanjug news agency

'Clinton yet to take |
decision on Bosnia'

Wﬁunﬁmu, Nov 4: Presi-
dent Clinton plans to begin
exploring US options in Bosnia.
including an"extended US mili-

tary presence, with members of
Tui:adr?r the Pen

Monday, re-

purta AFP.
“The president still has not
made a decision on Bosnia,”
said Pentagon spokesman Ken-

New cabinet

formed in Congo

BRAZZAVILLE, Nov 4: Gen.
Denis Sassou-Nguesso, the vic-
tor of a four-month civil war,
has named a new ment
comprising officials from the
regime he ousted and his gcvi

ous government. reports
Sassou-Nguesso, who was

inaugurate preuident last
month, reserved the most pow
erful — defence — for

himself, according to details
announced Sunday night on
state-run radio.

- with Solovyov

spares to fix Solovyov's space-

suit before the next spacewalk,

scheduled to start at 3:20 am

Thursday (2320 GMT Wednes-

day), said Vera Medvedkova, a
k::ruman for the Mission
tro

The next spacewalk is to in-
stall a replacement solar panel.
which is some 30 per cent more
effective than the one removed
Monday. The | is stored on
the ou the Mir, and the
cosmonauts will unpack the

anel and mount it on the

vant module.

The mission is the final
of a long effort to restore Mir's
power supply, cut nearly in half
wheén a cargo ship crashed with
the station in June,

If successful, then eight of
the Mir's 10 solar panels will be
working normally. Another
one is operating, but at less
than full capacity. and one was
damaged heyund repair in the
June crash.

The station has had enough
energy to carry out normal
flight since the first successful
repairs in August, but Russian
space officials say more power
is needed to resume regular sci-
entific experiments,

During the spacewalk
Thursday, NASA astronaut
David Wolf will operate con-
trols from inside the station as
he did during Monday's effort.
Wolf is expected to make a
spacewalk of his own together
later this month
to gather some US scientific ex-
periments.

neth Bacon. "He's still looking
at a of options.

"All those options are to re-
spond to what we've already

said we need. which is to remain

in Bosnia after June of
1 ." he told AFP.

Bacon described the
Tuesday at the White House be-
tween the president and about
30 members of Congress as a

"foreign policy summit” that
also would deal with

The meeting will be e first
of a series of consultations with
members of Congress that will
last several weeks as Clinton
“Tries to sort out what the right
course of action is,” Bacon said.

He would not comment on
the options under considera-
tion, or say whether the option
of pulling all US troops out of
Bosnia next June is till on the
table.

But the discussions
to focus on the possibility of
keeping US troops in Bosnia or
the area to ensure stability after
the mission of the current
NATO-led stabilisation force
erds.

Baghdad turns back UNSCOM for 2nd day

Annan sending team to defuse

tension between UN, Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 4:
Secretary General Kofi Annan
is sending a three-man team to

"defuse a very tense
?Itununn" th!;t has resulted
rom Iraq's refusal to cooperate
with thaf UN Special Commis-
sion over the destruction
of Iragi weapons (UNSCOM)
and demand that America
weapons ins rs leave the
country, a UN s said
Monday, reports USIS.

s d‘?f““““.';.‘;:"t“‘hm“““.ﬂ,
rit uncil mem
nu{ the weekend, Annan asked
three ot dip Iuma;;n to

to Bagh immediately to
ﬁlk with Iraqi officials. d

The Security Council was
scheduled to meet in closed ses-
sion late in the aftermoon Mon-
day to review the latest devel-
opments and hear a report from

NSCOM Chairman Richard
Butler as the confrontation be-
tween Iraq and the Security
Council escalated with new
threats from Iraq.

The team is headed by for-
mer Algerian Foreéign Minister
Lakhdar Brahimi, the UN spe-

cial envoy to Afghanistan. and
inciudes Ambassador Emilio
Cardenas, a former Argentine
UN envoy, and Jan Eliasson of
the Swedish Foreign Ministry
and a former UN bassador
and undersecretary general for
humanitarian affairs.

Iraq has notified the UN that
it would accept the mission,
which is expected to arrived in
d%wﬂd no later than Wednes-

However, UN officials
stressed that the team will not
Ele ncgotiaungmn:w aﬂteﬂnuf;r

€ weapons inspections. -
SCOM's mandate was laid down
in a Security Council resolution
at the end of the Gulf War and
accepted by Iraq. Under the
terms of that resolution (687),
UNSCOM is to have full control
over its operations and access
to all sites in the 1::1~uat1tryr

"There's nothing to ti-
ate,” UN spokesman Frcd
hard said. "This is a diplamatic
effort to defuse a very dangerous
situation.”

"A number of governments
conveyed their concern to Iraq
and sense that the Security

is divided on this issue
has now b&n dispelled,” Eck-

"ﬁmnex‘lstcpisuptnlrnq
and this mission is looking to
facilitate that next step,” the

spokesman said.
general gave

tary
no fixed duratjon for the miis-
sion. Eckhard said.
In a letter to the Sﬂ:nﬁf.y

Council, UNSCOM Chairman

Richard Butler described the

events of Monday during which
the special commission was
fo to cancel ins ons by
biological, chemical and bal-
listic missile weapons teams
when Iraq refused to allow

cans on one of the teams
to enter a site.

The inspections were the
first since Iraq gave UNSCOM
one week to remove all Ameri-
cans from the country on Octo-
ber 30.

AP adds from dad: |
turned back UNB:mgg ns rifi?
gcctor s for a second day Tues-

y. saying it would not t
access to teams that included
Americans.

The move came as UN nego-
tiators rushed to Baghdad in an
attempt to diffuse the crisis.

Iraq has vowed to expel
seven American inspectors
working with the Uni Na-

tions Wednesday. Iraq has-
accusg thc ﬁmcrh:ana ntg espi-

United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, centre, poses with Emilio Cardenas of

Hﬁl three teams were told
they can continue their inspec-
tions but without Americans,"”
sald Maj. Gen Nils Caristrom,
the Swedish head of the UN
monitoring office in Baghdad.
"The heads of the three team
cancelled their inspections and
returned to the headquarters.

“There was no hostility, n
threats, and everything was
conducted in a professional

manner,” Carlstrom said.

He did not say how many
Americans were on the teams or
which sites the teams were try-
ing to inspect.

On Monday, Iraq told mem-
bers of a UN missile inspection
team that included at least one
American that weapons moni-
tors from the United States
were no longer allowed to work
in Iraq.

The missile team and two
other inspection groups that
were sent out Monday morning
were subsequently called back

to UN headquarters in Baghdad.

US deploys more jets

to enforce no-fly zone

AFP adds: The United States
is deploying additional fighter
aircraft to beef up its air forces
enforcing a no-fly zone over
northern Iraq, a Pentagon
ﬂEokmman Monday.

Saddam meets with

air force officers

Meanwhile, Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein met Monda
with the commander and top of-
ficers of Iraq's Air Force, the
official Iraqi news agency INA
reported.

The meeting with the air
force officials followed a Cabi-
net meeting Sunday in which

Saddam studied "developments
in the political situation and
necessary measures for meeting

any American imperialist ag-
INA reported.

gression,”
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ME talks off to slow start

US trying to persuade PA
to send more negotiators

"WASHINGTON, Nov 4: "I11e_
United States is trying to
luade the Puleutinlan Aut

lu send more ne.guuatnru tu

to talk to a large
| I'Iﬂi de Hﬁn State D a.rt
ment s man James bin

said on Mmlday, reports Reuter.
"They are not here. A signifi-

cant part of the morning was
ﬁ:nt discussing that without
we won't be able to make

any That is what th
I “mn;ﬂena on now and trg,rtrl::"Ir

tu the.m here,” Rubin said at

| his dail}r briefing.

Israeli Foreign Minister
David Levy and senior Pales-
tinian negotiator Mahmoud
Abbas met US Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright on
Monday morning, shortly be-
fore the time set for the start of
the substantive Israeli-Pales-
tinian talks.

But the Palestinians have
not set to Washington their ex-

own as the

on what are
l ﬂ: erim issues — steps lsrael

tu take long ago but has

.

e secret is concerned
the Palestinian delegation was
not in a position to discuss

some of the interim issues re-
lated to the airport, the seaport,
the industrial park (in Gaza) ..

g;mwmgtuﬂxthat Rubin

Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat said on Sunday he was
acndl‘l;tﬁ Abbas to meet Levy at
the Washington area talks
"only because we received an of-
ficial invitation from
Madeleine Albright.”

AP adds: A new round of ne-
gotiations between Israel and
the Palestinians got off to a
slow start as US mediators
complained that the delegation

sent by Yasser Arafat lacked
expertise in some areas,
State Department

spokesman James P Rubin said
experts were needed to discuss
setting up a Palestinian airport
and seaport, an industrial zone
and a corridor for travelin
between the West Bank an
Gaza.

Arafat apparently intended
to underscore that he wanted
the talks mediated by Albright
and US envoy Dennis Ross to
concentrate on his demand for
a substantial Israeli pullback
on the West Bank.

Clashes leave 9
dead
in Sri Lanka

COLOMBO, Nov 4: Nine peo-
le were killed in two clashes

ent troops and
Tamil rebels in northern Sri
Lanka as the military prepared
to launch a ma{nr offensive

' -':-.E.-—-I ":; | against the guerillas, officials

Argentina, left, and Lakhdar Brahimi of Algeria at the UN, Monday, in preparation for a
trip beth -men will make to Iraq. Bogrgah wrest concessions from the United Nations,
to'

Saddam Huslem ,azreed onday
dpfuse the;cﬂiag Whu plam to expei Ammcan arms mspectoni

;‘.‘,fN mission’ ‘visit ‘Iraq to tl% to,

- — AP/UNB p oto

Lok Sabha Speaker seeks crlmmal Jennie Shipley set
charges against UP lawmakers

by Neelesh Misra writes from New Delhi

For the first time since near
riot broke out In the Uttar
Pradesh state assembly in In-
1}:1]: action EI‘II?ET cnnunsL Il?"

been sought against o
fending lawmakers.

Purno Sangma, Speaker of
the Lok Sabha, the lower house
of llament, told a television
network that penal action
should be taken action nst
the members to avoid recur-
rence of such shameful inci-
dents.

“The Speaker must explore
the possibility of initiatin
criminal proceedings ains
those involved in crimi acts
under the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) or any other law because
members cannot behave like
this." Sangma was quoted as
say in an interview.

At least 14 ple were seri-
ously injured in the House dur-
ing the 20-minute rampage,

d during a special session on
October 2] called to enable
Bharativa Janata Party (BJP)
Chief Minister Kalyan Singh to
prove his majority.

Microphones were uprooted
and lobbed across the House,
chairs were overturned. and the
house became the site of an ugly
street brawl. The violence was
filmed extensively by televi-
sion networks and relayed
worldwide.

After all the microphones.on
the members' seats had been

pulled out, the opposition legis-

Chavalit likely
to be replaced
by ex-Thai PM

BANGKOK. Nov 4.
former Prime Minister Prem
Tinsulanonda may replace the
current government leader,
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, after
his planned resignation later
this week, Thai newspapers re-
ported Tuesday, reports AP.

Chavalit said Monday he

lans to step down after Par-
iament ratiflies six emer%encr
decrees Ernﬂdln% the
framework for a financial re-
structuring amme as well
as new election :

The expected change of

rime minister comes during
ailand’'s worst economic cri-
sis in decades.

Chavalit was expected to of-
fer the post to Prem on Tuesday.,
the newspaper Bangkok Post
reported.

It said Chavalit had first of-
fered the job to another former
prime minister, Chatichal
Choonhavan, who turned it
down. Chatichai is head of the
Chart Pattana Party. one of six
parties in Chavalit's govern-
ment coalition.

" members for s

Iam picked up an lhlt
mu]d lay Il;.’hl.-:lrﬁl'ml:j

ﬂnwer vases. s I.t

luuna -drink bottles which

m? t from the lobbies
hurled across at their op-

ponents. Desk-tops were pulled

out and used as SALCeTS,

" am shocked that some-
lhjng like this was allowed to
l.l:ﬂpﬂl It really is unbeliev-

Sangma said. "It really is

a contempt of the House and
should be referred to the privi-
lciesncnmnmtac "

angma, a widely respected
Speaker who took nvrl:mlalt
ear, himself has not had to
ace a similar situation in the
Lok Sabha but has often voiced
his displeasure at the growing
disorder in the national
liament and the absence ul'
Livﬂtsad debates.

said that the consti-
granted immunity to
hes and vot-
ing inside the House, but they
needed to be told that they did
not have total immunity. "For
all other actions., the members
are liable under the law.” he
sdid.

The confidence vote was held
to enable the chiefl minister

tution

prove his majority in the house
after the ‘s coalition -
ner, the Bahujan Samaj Party

(BSP). pulled out of the govern-

ment. Opposition members
from the Congress Party, the
BSP and the Janata D

furious because several of their
colleagues broke away from
their ranks to support Singh.

The chiefl minister won the vote
220-0 in the 425-seat House
amid an opposition boycott.

Thfh vingl;nce was ahrfpcu
tion ough at a much larger
scale, of

a similar brawl in the as-
ntmbly in December 1993 when
Defence Minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav, a former chief
minister of the state, faced a
similar trial of strength. The
motion was then passed amid
noise, uproar and violence, and
his own Rarty was accused of
inciting the violence.

Sangma said he would write
to the leaders of all liamen-
tary in the Sabha to
ask them to ensure greater dis-
cipline in the coming winter
session. which begins Novem-
ber 19.

Meanwhile there has been a
demand from senior members
of the U.P. House to have a s
cial training camp on parlia-
mentary decorum for newly
elected lawmakers. Nityanand
Swami, chairman of the U.P.
Upper House, said a probe or-
dered by the state assembly
Speaker would reveal who had
initiated the brawl on October

21 that had the state, con-
sidered the mlucal heart of
India, such a name.

India Abroad News Service

Virginia Democratic gubernatorial clndidl Don Bar
applauds President Clinton during a rally for Beyer in
Alexandria, Va, Monday, Beyer faces Republican James

Gilmore in Tuesday's elections.

—  AP/UNB photo

to become NZ'’s

Ist woman PM

WELLINGTON, Nov 4: Jenny
Shipley. a 45-year-old farmer’s
wife and former school teacher,
is set to become New Zealand's
first woman prime minister af-
ter winning her conservative
party's endorsement Tuesday,
reports AP.

The unanimous approval of
Shipley on Tuesday Ey the 44
National Party cauf:ua members
completed the 24-hour downfall
of Prime Minister Jim Bol ttl::e

who steps down at the end
Shipley won after what

month.
some commentators called the
most efficient and quietly-
planned leadership coup in 20
years
A formidable worker ad-
mired for her ability to manage
in all conditions. Shipley is ex-
ed to name a reshaped Cab-
net shortly, after consulta-
tions with hcr New Zealand
First party coalition partner.

Canada detonates
last batch of

land mines

TORONTO, Nov 4. With a
push of a button — and a swipe
at US reticence on the land
mine ban — Nobel Peace laure-
ate Jody Willlams and Prime
Minister Jean Chretien on
Monday blew up the last batch
nl'FCanada‘n land mines, reports
AP

The detonation at a weapons
testing range outside Ottawa
came m;fy a month before
delegates from about 100 na-
tions are in the Cana-
dian capital to sign a sweeping
ban on anti-personnel mines.

Willlams' remarks were

intedly aimed at a notable

oldout, her native United
States.

"We have all of NATO
for the US and Turkey. We have
all of this hcrrunphtrc except
the US and Cuba,” she said be-
fore the ceremony.

‘Malaysia, S’pore,
Indonesia to
fight haze
problem jointly

KUALA LUMPUR. Nov 4. M
the skies darkened over im
tant Malaysian cities, inc d-
ing the capital and town where
leaders o dﬂrrlupit:g countries

were meeting Tuesday, a re-
gional plan was being contem-
pllled to fight the smog,

reports AP,

Ships were warned of
visibility in the Straits of
Malacca and parts of the South
China Sea for the next two
as weather rts feared .
haze could thi :

r’

said Tuesday, reports AP.

Five soldiers and three
rebels were killed Monday
when guerillas fired at a trac-
tor-trailer carrying troops near
the town of Puliyankulam in
the Vabuniya district, said Ma-
jor Kumara Dewage, a military
spokesman.

Another soldier died and two
were wounded when rebels at-
tacked army truck at Meesalai
in Jaffna district on the same
day. said Maj Dewage. The
rebels suffered no casualties, he
said.

Deputy Defense Minister
Anuruddha Ratwatte said last
week that an offensive would be
launched soon to defeat the
guerillas after 14 years of war.

Last week, the military re-
placed its top field commanders
top for the offensive.

The rebels are fighting for a
homeland for the minority
Tamils, claiming they have
been discriminated against by
thc majority Sinhalese. More

.ﬂﬂg have been
I::Illnd singe the war .began in
1983. : ; oty

A mudel wears a navy satin
strapless bustier with a lilac
silk faille ballroom skirt
Monday, during the
presentation of Carolina

Herrera's Spring 1998
collection in New York.
e AFﬂMphhto

)ff the Record

Tragic!

TOKYO: A 60-year-old Japanese man

articipating in a

sushi-eating contest choked to death after hurriedly downing
rolls of rice wrapped in seaweed, police said 'I"ueaday reports

AP.

The man, whose name was withheld by police, was taking

Ba.rt in the event held Monday in Takahata, a rice-growing town
90 kilometres (180 miles), north of Tokyo.

Keiichi Aita, a local police spokesman. said the choking

occurred after the man swallo

rolled in seawood one after another.

three vin E‘gared pieces of rice
ach roll was 20

centimetres (8 inches) in length and 2 centimetres (0.8 inches)

thick. Aita said.

The man was rushed by ambulance to a nearby

tal, where he was uffl:.ta 53'

hos
mmpat

local

pronounced dead. Aita said.
in the contest. sponsored by the

ut 50 people
town and a farmers gruup to promote the consumption of rice,

the official said.

The competition centred on being the first to successfully eat
a set amount of the food, a traditional Japanese, and recently

international, favorite.

Because it's a taboo
subject in Turkey

ISTANBUL: Turks are lining up for blocks to see the tale of
two men who fall in love in a Turkish bath, a film nominated to
represent the nation at the 1998 Academy Awards, reports AP,

But "Hamam" won't get a shot at the Oscar: Turkey
ndent film board. choosing a

Ministry overruled the inde

's Culture

traditional romantic drama instead.

Although the ministry

did not explain its reasoning, critics
have charged that the government was

ut off by the movie's

bisexual hero, a married Italian man who falls in love with a

Turk.

"Hamam" ("Turkish Bath") is not only about Francesco's love
for Mehmet, the young son of his Turkish hosts during a visit to

Istanbul.

"It is about lack of communication between husband and

wife, missing the train on love, nostalgia for the

past —

universal themes,” said Ferzan Gzpﬂek the Turkish director

and scriptwriter.

AMMAN, Nov 4: Jordanians
voted Tuesday for a new par-
llament that is expected to be
dominated by royalist tribal
leaders, who will maintain

Hussein's absolute control
F this Arab nation, reports

A total of 524 candidates,

lmiudl% 17 women, are con-
seals in Parliament's

lower house, the Chamber of

Deputies. The Chamber shares

its powers with the king and

with the ufgc house, which

comprises mbers hand-

by the king.

Hussein is ensured a pro-

rmment legislature because
ordan's largest opposition
rty. the fundamentalist Is-

¢ Action Front, is not con-

testing the election as a protest
of government policies, includ-
ing its 1994 peace treaty with

Israel.

A light drizzle fell over Am-
man as ball npened at 7
am (0500 GMT). Counting starts
soon l!‘l.wllu clnar at 7 pm
(1700 GMT). Final results are

Jordanians vote for
new parliament

expected on Wednesday.
Hussein introduced political

and economic reforms in 1989

when he held the first parlia-

mentary elections since the
1967 Mideast War, which was
followed by a state of emer-

cy.
In 1992, he legalized politi-

cal es Lo encou a multi-
arty system, but traditional
ribal loyalties continue to

dominate Jordanian politics.

Elections are not going to
help because democrac as
been defeated by tribalism,"
said Sari Nassir, dean of soci-
ology department at the Uni-
versity ol Jordan.

At least 300 leaders of Jor-
dan's estimated 500 major
tribes are running and are en-
sured the support of their res
spective constituents. The

overnment Constitution
s officially contesting 11 seats

and is supporting candidates in
l!antheruppﬂ e



