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Another Pointless Hartal
Barely

a day passed since we ran a leader on the
lack of direction in our politics the capital went

through yet another pointless half-day strike. De-
= iteugclng well in the know about the timing of the

d club meeting in the city and, more importantly,
a last minute plea from the representatives of the
donors community , BNP and its allies stuck to
their half day hartal call. More than registering
their protest against ‘government repression’ it
was the thought of giving the foreign delegates an
impression about the popular support behind them
which seemed to have contributed to the recalci-
trance of the hartal callers. But have they gained
anything? Hartal is no longer a trial of strength. It is
only because people want to stay out of harm’s way
that streets wear a desolate look during the hartal hours.

BNP has every right to register its protest but
why does it have to be at the cost of national inter-
est? Can a party as big as BNP avoid the responsi-
bility by makin%l reference that the party now in
power adopted the same tactic to register its protest
when out of power? What BNP is doing now stems
from a pure revenge motive. The only rationale it
can offer for this sequence of disruptive
programmes is that it is paying back the ruling

by the same coin it was once paid. But then
the question that stands unanswered is with whom
does the buck stop? When does this suicidal streak
of vengeful rivalry end?

We believe by making and sticking to Tuesday’s
strike call BNP has made its claims of national
concern infinitely weaker. It has not only con-
tributed to economic enervation of the country by
robbing seven work hours' from a day but it has
also conveyed an impression of its carelessness
about country's interest to the outside world.

This destructive trend which is prevailing now
in our politics originates from defeatist mentality
and it has to end. Opposition has to rise to the oc-
casion and challenge of constructive criticism and
opposition. For its part the party in power must
evolve better ways than ‘beating’ the opposition to
acquiescence. The spate of unnecessarily oppres-
sive police action that we saw specially in the last
couple of weeks must not revisit us.

How to be A Good MP

Some international heavyweights are in the
city. They are not here to make a splash of any
kind. A very constructive kind of thing they are do-
ing, quietly. They are givin%;t three-day seminar to

phrased as '

our MPs on what may be r election
what'. A very useful crossfertilisation of ideas is
certainly taking place there, to the benefit of the
participants from Bangladesh.

Thanks to the decision of televising Jatiya
Sangsad sessions, the nation at large can now re-
late itself to the performance of the MPs as was
never possible before. On the other hand the MPs
have got an unprecedented chance to tfllay to a na-
tion-sized gallery. This is allowing the people a
kind of peep that is contributing heftily to the
cause of transparency in governance, The MPs are
by definition political animals and they have
come to the Sangsad by dint of superior political
performance in the constituency. But performance
in Parliament is altogether a different game. "

The problem we have here is the MPs, by virtue
of whips and the anti-defection rules, are a pris-
oner to the party. More than representing the peo-
ple and serving tirst their interest, the MF is a par-
tyman totally given to serving the party's interest.
A case of dual loyalty it is and this becomes a prob-
lem when, as in our case, the loyalty to the party
precedes and far exceeds the loyalty to the people.
Which is not a desirable thing at all and is con-
trary to the MPs' constitutional and moral obligations.

It can be argued that it is wrong to take national
interest and party interest as not being always
identical. But in practice the two had hardly ever
fully coincided in our history. So? It is for the party
and its leadership to encourage its member MPs to
cultivate independence and be fully people-oriented.

They would get better MPs that way which would
benefit the party. The MP has a covenant to fulfil
with his constituency. That is his or her first obli-
gation. Parties have come to loom larger than the
country. A politician knows he or she can bully or
beguile his constituency into winning the election
but the party cannot be bullied or beguiled into giv-
ing a repeat nomination. For the practical minded
MP the p continues to be the first or may be the
only consideration.

This is one of many things built into our politi-
cal practice that tend to undermine democracy
from within. It the parties have the best interest of
the country at heart, they must temper their over-
powering presence before the MP. The MP in turn
may come out of the rut by an eager and generous
helping of knowledge and expertise.

Out to Scuttle

From being wary of the shockers interminably
administered by the ultra-militants within Shan-
tibahini ranks we have happily graduated to a con-
genial condition in which they seem to have fallen
in line with the general tribal craving for peace in
the CHT. While that negative factor is largeﬁy out of
the way, it is our own political parties now which
in a nexus are out to scuttle a peace accord that is
all but ready for adoption.

BNP, Jamaat, and even Jatiya Party have taken
recourse to rumour-mongering as a tactic to poi-
son the minds of Bengali settlers about the ensuing
peace accord. They are propagating messages de-
spite repeated government disclaimers to the con-
trary that the draft agreement envisaged 'eviction'
of Bengali settlers and withdrawal of armed forces
from the CHT leaving the plainlanders there com-
pletely in the lurch. If these political parties are
genuinely convinced that provisions in the 'treaty’
are 'anti-Bengali', then why don't they allow these
to be placed under public scrutiny after the signa-
ture ceremony and prove their point beyond any
shadow of doubt to a greater damage of the ruling

rather than prematurely declare a doomsday
which they cannot defend with hard evidence. In
the process, they are only having a question-mark
raised about their sincerity, credibility and seri-
ousness about a matter of vital national impor-
tance like replacing decade-old turmoil and insur-
ency by normality, peace and reconstruction.

are tactics and falsehood are not the stuffs a
genuine debate is made up of.

Before the potentially turning-point meet be-
tween the NCCHT and the PCJSS takes place on
November 16, there should be no further breach in
the congeniality of the environment, either from
our own political parties or from the Shantibahini
by way of raising any fresh question on issues set-
tled many times over.
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Can You

ANGLADESH is once ag-

ain hosting an internati-

onal investor's confer-

ence in the capital city — titled
A New Era for Growth and
Investment — with an obvious
to attract foreign capital for

he development of its
infrastructure as well as
manufacturing and industrial
bases. Managed this time by
London-ba Financial Times,
this conference Is primarily

eared at entici l’nrﬂﬁn direct
nvestment (FDI), while the
previous one, managed by Eu-
romoney in 1995, focused al-

most solely on portfolio invest-
ment.

As usual, it will take some
time to measure the outcome of
this year's conference being
participated by hundreds of lo-
cal and fore investors, and
actively monitored by govern-
ment as well as donor agencies.
But one has to acknowledge
that the organisers of this year's
conference have avoided high-
sounding titles like "Bangladesh
— Emerging Tiger," — which
was the theme last time
around. In sharp contrast to
such a flowery melody, this
year's theme is unquestionably
a down-to-earth one. The
organisers deserve credit for it

Calling a Spade a

Spade
Every knowledgeable n
in this country {nuwu

Bangladesh is neither ng
nor a tiger, it is rather a lan

full of problems with little
prospects to keep its head
above the water. t it needs
most is not poetic overflow of
emotion or an elaborate orches-
tration of political rhetorics or
an overt exercise of bureau-
cratic extravagance at state ex-
pense. As an impoverished
people, it rather needs pra§+
matic and concrete measures to
boost domestic as well as for-
el investment in order to
achieve 7 per cent annual

wth rate before into
e next millennium. sole
objective of the conference

t to be to make it happen.
course, the galaxies of

Continued from

Cross-examination of PW-35
in Bangabandhu murder case,
Subedar Major (retd) Anisul
Haq Chowdhury, began when
the court resumed on Monday.

Following are the excerpts
from his examination by advo-
cate Khan Saifur Rahman, de-
fence lawyer for accused Lt Col
(dismissed) Syed Farooqur
Rahman:

Q: Do you know that Col Fa-

was a candidate in Presi-

dential election during Ershad
regime?

Al can't recall., -

. You can't recall as it was, |
long ago.
‘At ] can't recall as | don't

bother such matters.

Q: It means you are not ac-
customed to looking into the
matters of others despite hav-
ing news value.

A: | am not interested in dig-

about others.
: Is there any bar to

. between two commissioned of-

ficers?
A: No.
Q: Do you know the wife of

Promote Investment by Putting Old Wine in New Bottle?

If the previous e:pcﬂence' of the country in the business of

attracting foreign investment is any guide,

it can be argued that the government lacks an up-to-date and efficient mechanism to make best use of
the inflow of foreign capital

domestic and foreign speakers
— that are scheduled to enter-
tain each other at this stately
function — will address wide-
ranging issues and concerns,
among which overall con-
duciveness of the existing in-
vestment climate in the country
will most certainly receive pre-
ponderant importance. Yes, the
organisers of the conference has
toned down the rhetoric of the
event this time around, but
what has the nation did lately
to stimulate new investments
from domestic and foreign
sources?

None should have any illu-
sion about it — attr sub-
stantial inflows of foreign capi-
tal would require not less than
a herculean effort to stabilise
the macroeconomic founda-
tions, ensuring sound political
stability, providing dependable
infrastructural facilities, estab-
lishing well functioning admin-
istrative, legal and judicial sys-
tems as well as an ever vigilant
civic society. None of these
prerequisites are in place in the
country today. That, however,
doesn't mean that all develop-
mental or business activities
should be halted once for all.
This only means that unless
such a conductve investment
climate is put in place. the
country will continue to move in
snail's pace.

Obstacles are
Transparent

With all its backwardness
and drawbacks, Bangladesh
provides an essentially trans-
parent case for potential in-
vestors — both domestic and
foreign. For example, they don't
have to conduct expensive re-
search to find out that its an
essentially corrupt society. that
the bureaucracy here is the
number one enemy of invest-
ment and growth, that the
politicians are alimost always up

for grabs, that most of the
prominent business houses are
nothing but looting complexes,
that the universities here are
roducing non-employable work
orce, and most trade union
leaders are nothing but organ-
ised of robbers.
course, such a character-
isation of the existing condi-
tions of the society sounds
cruel. But none should
that the foreign investor don't
know of these. Just two years
ago, a South Asian desk man-
ager of a reputed olio com-
pany cast aside all these as
matters of no concern as long
as profit margin remains sky-

rocketing'.
knows w

now

Everybody
she said so. The
shrewd international portfolio

managers — in close collabora-
tion of a section of greedy stock-
brokers here — took advantage
of the then burgeoning stock
market of the country. No won-
der. a big chunk of portfolio
managers — representing many
international firms — paraded
at the Euromoney .Conference
in 1995.

As usual, one fine morning
these scasonal birds disap-

ared. In the meantime, a
arge chunk of the meager re-
sources of this impoverished
nation was siphoned off to for-
eign banks. It Is disgraceful
that even one reputed interna
tional bank. which claims to be
a development-partner of the
country, took advantage of the
then non-lock-in provision of
the stock market, and made
easy money knowing fully well

that it was not but broad-
day robbery. Of course it
played by the rules. But as a
development-partner, its re-
sponsibility was rather asking
the government to change the

rules, not to take advantage of
those.

Different F ocuses of

Investment

Anyway, this year the focus
of the conference is different —
more on infrastructure devel-
gpmcnt and financing, aimed at

evelopment of energy and
telecommunications sectors,
port facilities, roads and

pridges, export-oriented busi-
nesses, manufacturing and in-
dustrial establishments. Major
players among the sponsors are
also different — a different
political party is in power, most
government functionaries repre-
senting the Ministry of Finance,
Board of Investment (BOI), Ex-

rt Promotion Bureau (EPB),

rivatisation Board (PB),
Bangladesh Export Promotion
Zone Authority (BEPZA) are
now different.

With such a sharply different
sponsorial set-up and manage-
ment, and above all. with for-
eign investors' eyes squarely
fixed on the nation's oil and gas
reserves, one hopes that this
conference will bring forth re-
markably different outcome.
Many critics dismissed the ear-
lier one as a high profile gim-
mick orchestrated with the sole
aim lor extension of the (cnure
of the then executive chairman

of BOIL. Of course, that goal was
accomplished, somewliat. This
tinie around, it won't he awfully
out of sync to expect a little big-
ger accomplishment from suc
a state-sponsored and state fi-
nanced carousel.

Create a MITI-type
Ministry

Although the actual shape
and size ol the achievements of
this conference can't be gauged
accurately at this moment.
given the kind of excitements
that the western oil and gas
companies have been demon-
strating, it can be safely as-
sumed that this time around
forei investment would be
forthcoming in bigger chunks.
Also, the World Bank's 8235
miillion credit for private sector
infrastructure development and
this year's donor consortium's
main focus on this sector
should help substantially in
boosting overall investment in
the economy.

But, if the previous experi-
ence of the country in the busi-
ness of attracting foreign in-
vestment is any guide, it can be
argued that the government
lacks an up-to-date and effi-
cient mechanism to make best
use of the inflow of foreign capi-
tal. While flow of FDI to Asian
countries increased in leaps
and bounds over Lhe years,
Bangladesh almost completely
missed the boat. One main rea-
son was that this country failed
miserably in marketing itself for
attracting FDI. After all, no bird
makes nest on empty trees.

Currently many organisa-
tions — such as 1. BEPZA.,
EPB. and PB — are working to
enhance the nation's potentials
for trade and investment, and
they are often working under
separate ministries. Why not
put them all together, under
one super ministry, which will
also incorporate Lhe current
Ministry of Commerce. It can be

BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination
of 35th Prosecution Witness

Rashid saheb?

A: Yes.

Q: Did you ever see Rashid,
F and their wives alto-

A: | didn't see them with
their wives t?euwr._w I saw
Rashid and F sahebs at
my unit y . ' | -

Q: Had you to go to the resi-
dence of J;tnr Rashid at can-

tonment? _
A: Yes, for official purpose.

Q: Were their houses adja-
cent to each others?

A: Yes.

Q: Did any such incident
take place that you went to
Rashid saheb's house and came

to know that he was at the resi-
dence of Major Farooq?

A: No, no such incident took

place.

Q: In which case you have
come to witness?

A: In bandhu murder
case

A: T watched some of the in-
cidents and carfie to know about
others from my troops.

Q: You are bound to inform
the superior authorities if you
find any subordinate commit-

Yes.

&Did u make any rt
Lo authorities ut
the August 14 and 15 incidents
done by your unit members?

A higher officers them-
selves were involved in the in-

Q: Did you witneas the. inei- |
., dent? g

cident. .

5: There was no necessity to
report.

Q: Was there any military in-

tcllﬂce agency at that time?
. 1C8.

: That was not knowii to

Q: More than ‘one?

A: | didn't know.

Q: Their activities are secret.
But their offices are in public
inside the cantonment.

me

A: Yes.
@: It is your duty to inform
them if you, the army
. see any act that goes
the state.
A: We have to go through
channel.

: Was Lt Hasan your imme-

Saidabad Water
Treatment Plant

Sir, We the residents of
Dhaka city feel pleasure to
know that we shall be su
eno water by WASA by the
year } thro its Saidabad
plant. The residents of Dhaka
city note with tude, the di-
rective of our Minister to
the WASA as to reduce the sys-
tems loss at any cost. Moreover,
she directed the WASA authori-
ties to take strict actions

the attention of the readers and
in the appropriate
au towards losses caused
due to ill motive.

You are aware that there are
multi-storied buildings in dif-
ferent areas of the city and
there are such buildings which
are having more than one con-
nections to their underground
reservoir. In case, if a building
is having two connection, one is
of 1" (one} pipe which is duly
aplnrnv:d by the WASA and
billing for the same properly.
The other one is of 1.5" or more
and does not come under billing
system. If any of the agencies
undertakes investigation I am
sure, this sort of losses will
easily be detected and this will
enhance revenue for WASA re-
markably.

Abul Kashem C
211, Mazar Road, Mirpur,

Dhaka.
Calling DCC

Sir, The city fathers cannot
mother the growing naughty
child known as the Dhaka
metropolis. Here are Primary
Stage projects which can be
implemented without much ex-
E:nditure from DCC budget,

sides earning hefty fines and

1) Parking : No double park-
ing anywhere. No parking in 'No
Parking' areas (mark the No
Parking areas prominently).
Uniformed personnel on duty to
post fine notices under the
windscreen. Not necessary to
talk to the driver, or wait for the
owner of the unattended vehicle
to return. Next stage, tow away
the offending vehicles without
notice (it works in the forei
countries). Release after realis-
ing heavy cash fine. Where to

Parls some rlistance away,
and takc 4 rickshaw. Be strict
around schools, markets and
shopping com . Offer
for canstruction of multistory

S

ing Lots all over the city on
BOO/ basis, leased out to
prlvat[eu mntract:ga. lmd in-
come for further ‘city u pro-
'. Public vehicles: no park-

or waiting 10 metres from
any road intersection. Prosecu-
tion of unauthorised drivers
and vehicles: cannot be done
under any democratic regime,
as tical decision-making is
-kneed, based on populism

philosophy.
2) Eemnue all workshops

(including motor workshops)
from main and crowded roads.
First, 7 days' notice, then fine,
then lock up; then demolish; all
within 4 weeks. Punitive action
is the best deterrent.

3) Footpaths/pavements are
for pedestrian use. Unautho-
rised use: repeated fine/s on
the spot, and seize or destroy, if
not removed instantly. No ad-
vance spot announcement in
the loc ;gy Structures to be
bull-do (as done recently,

but wh;} has the operation

ﬁ:ﬁfﬁ Footpaths are pri- -
y for the use of the es-

trians, and for no other pur-
pose. Why this simple idea can-
not be enforced? Fine the in-
spectors for dereliction of duty
(amend the Service Regula-
tions), and start disciplinary ac-
tion and enforce month
and publicise in the media.
Sack a few truants. Let them go
to the court. Fight corruption,
don't sit, discuss, stand and
watch! The city's problems are
not originall

A Res

Dhaka

Thanks to Mandela

Sir, For the first time ever I
have seen someone with some
power and guts look into the
problems of the Islamic nations
and wants peace to exist
amongst them. Though South
Africa, frankly speaking, cannot
care less what happens to
Libya, but Mandela does care.
For what? Because they are in
the same continent as neigh-
Imu:';.h “;‘hat a nn]E: tur:nll
thought feelings t o
existed in tales. | am not :
radical fundamentalist who is
screaming for blood. Neither am
I saint who wants everyone to

remain as brothers. Because
theoretically none of those sys-
tems really work. | am simply
looking at it from a peace-loving
citizen's point of view.

Do we really care what hap-
pens to our neighbouring
countries? Do we think twice
whether or not our neighbours
might need our help at all? No.

——

We think we're better off man-
aging our own problems. Let
the others fight out theirs.

On the other hand we are
always scared what our "mas-
ters”" might think or say. It is
our "masters” who dictate ev-

for us. It is our "mas-
ters” who always remain in the
background when problems
start then they simply fade
away and let us tackle the
roblems. Time has changed.
US had showed resentment
towards Mandela's recent tour
to Libya. But Mandela doesn't
let others dictate who his
friends are and who are not. He
wants peace, something that
the US is too scared to give. In-
stead they gracefully showered
Libya with sanctions. That is all
that US ever knows of. They
think that sanctions will dry
out a country and make them
fall on their feet. They are so
wrong.
There will always be people
like Mandela who would want to
change things. What is the US
gﬁ:ng to do now? Make sure
that Mandela ends up in jail
again? Ma assassinated ac-
cidentally? Or better still im-
sanctions on South Africa?
ow that would be something
very interesting indeed to watch
al the moment.
Masroor Ahmed Deepak
Dhaka

New pay scale :

Some suggestions

Sir, The government has re-
cently announced the 5th Na-
tional Pay Scale having the ba-
sic pay from Tk 1500 to Tk
15,000 (consolidated). The av-
erage pay-hike from the 4th
National Scale is 1.5 times. The
secretarial committee report on
the scale prepared by 5th
Pay Commission does not con-
tain anything on the tage
of house rent or medical al-
lowance.

However, the government
has decided to the new
scale partially effective retro-
spectively from 1.7.97 giving
the emp savings certifi-
cates as arrears for three to
four months (number of months
is yet to be decided!). Added to
the present basic, "33 60% of
the enhanced basic be n
up to June 30, 1998 and the
full enhanced basic pay from
July 1, 1998 to June 30, 1999
The fﬂn%—bcrmﬂtn based on the
new scale will be n from fis-
cal 1999-2000. The process of
realisation of the 5th National
Pay Scale is rather ambiguous

and cumbersome. The eniploy-
ees are demanding revision of
the new scale and reschedulin

of the office timing. '
I would like to s st the
measures o vely
handle en crisis.

1) The earlier o timing is
to be declared effective as early
as possible abandoning the pre-
sent one which is unwanted
and came abruptly. The gov-
ernment should not prepare a
single more reason in sup
of its wishful office-timing
ing two holidays every week.

2) The 5th Pay Scale may be
revised in favour of the lower
scales from the 9th to the 20th
so that the minimum basic pay
stands at Tk 2000 making the
lowest : highest pay ratio 1:7.5.
If such a revision renders im-
possible, the tiffin allowance
should be merged with the ba-
sic pay so that the government
prepared ratio — 1:9 — comes
tma[t.he present ratio is clearly
1:10).

3) The percentage of the ba-
sic pay given as house rent is to
be uniform and 50% is being
suggested for every scale. The
so-called city allowance is to be
E?t hecausﬁi most of th&: :Ein—

S Wor in cities do this
B
most of them work in cities su-
perseding the best and most
meritorious ones by giving
bribes of various categories. The
uniform house rent would dis-
courage, at least, the system
unnecessary deputation and OS
to stay in the cities, especially
the capital, keeping some posi-
tions vacant in the I_l:)crip ery.
However, a 10-20% Hill and Is-
land allowance may be given for
known reasons.

4) The medical allowance
should be increased to Tk 250-
300.

5) Hundred per cent basic
pay of the new scale may be
made effective from January, 1.
1998 (instead of 1.7.97) to June
30, 1999 and from July 1,
1999 including other benefits.
This will help avoid the cum-
bersome calculation of 60% en-
hanced salary and also the
troubles of arrear. The arrear
system is troublesome for the

nt, the employees and
also the economy as a whole.
Besides, the senior employees
might have a fear that the sav-
ings certificates would have to
be burnt as was necessary in
1974.
MAS Molla

av-

Life Member,

Zoological Society of Bangladesh
(ZSB),
Dhaka

diate senior officer in the unit?
A: | can't recall.
Q@: Who was superior officer

of your CO?
A: Commander of 46

B e, Col Shafat Jamil.

, @: Did you make any written
©or verbal report to ypur i

i idiate senior officer about the'
August 14 and 15 incidents?

" KBdut 'Rezz

called the Ministry of Interna-
tional Trade and Investment as
the famous MITI of Ja . Such
a super ministry will ﬁnahie to
coordinate the trade and in-
vestment related matters more
effectively than at the current
arrangement., under which
some of the concerned organi-

sations are responsible for
overlapping functions, powers
and jurisdictions.

reover, just putting them
under one umbrella like MITI
will not do. Right now all these
pro-trade and investment, pro-
development and growth gov-
ernment bodies are manned by
bureaucrats — more like new
bottles with old wines. Scores of
research-based reports suggest
that the bureaucrats remain
bureaucrats — doesn't matter
whether they are working for
export processing zones or col-
lecting taxes or revenues for
themselves or the government.
It does not take a wizard to un-
derstand that you can give a
Mercedes-Benz to a drunk
driver, still it will not make you
safe.

Therefore, the policy makers
— if they are really serious
about spurring economic
growth of the country — must
strive hard to put in place an
extremely dynamic and ener-
getic pro-business and pro-de-
velopment workforce under a
-type ministry. It should be
led by a far-sighted political
leadership, who will be assisted
by top brass of laterally re-
cruited high-flyers and ¥u -
achievers. Then, assign e
mini with well-defined and
quantifiable goals and objec-
tives, and hold it responsible for
accomplishing the missions as
per schedule.

Only such a business-like
concerted effort — nothing less
than that — can lift the nation
from the vicious circle of low
uvinf low investment and low
growth that persistently paraly-
ses the nation's growt ten-
tials. Of course. nothing can be
accomplished as long as the
nation remains hostage to the
vested interests of overtly self-
seeking politicians.

A: I don't know it.

Q: Did to see a
personne lnﬁred nﬂilll;?
articularly Shamsul, in the
Ru%ul 15 incident?
: No, | didn't go. | don't
know about others.

Q: Did you come to know that
Shamsul of Artillery were
killed?

A: | came to know it later.

Q: Subedar Major is gener-
ally called guardian of the
troops.

A: Yes.

Exafifiation by advodate !
K Khan, defenice |
lawyer for accused Lt Col (retd) )

% A: No, as the officers them~ - -Sullan Shalriyar Rashid Khan, *

selves committed the incidents.

Q: Did you tell the CID and
magistrate: "Ali Mia, driver of
cCO saheb, came at about
5 am by a and informed
that Sheikh Saheb had been
killed. Martial-law has been
proclaimed. "

Hurry up. | went to the unit
by my bicycle."

A: I can't recall whether |
mh::; thﬂtzld thiu,h

: you have gun practice

in Karachi?

A: Yes, by light anti-aircraft

artﬂlcw gun.
Q: Were your CO was in India
on a training till April, 1975?

A: Yes.

: Was his wife Zobaida
Rashid at their cantonment
house at that time?

A: | can't remember it.

Q: Did you tell the CID the

for the first time?

Q- mel ask

: Did CID you to go to
DGFI office for your statement?

A: No, as | was on .

Q: Don't you know that DGFI
informed the police about you?

A: This is not known to me.

Q: Did you come to know
about martial-law from Ali Mia
at first?

A: Ali Mia told me that mar-
tial-law had been proclaimed.
But it was not true. Therg was
Eg martial-law before August

Q: Were your troops on
nutﬂideltﬁl‘l?t cantonment since

g: Yes. 3

: They were posted to civil
areas due to the martial-law.

A: No. They were deployed

not for martial-law. They were_
sent 1o civil areas at the order ol

my CO Major Rashid.

Examination by advocate
Abdur Razzaq Khan, defence
counsel for accused Hon Capt
(retd) Abdul Wahab Joardar:

Q: How old
you joined the
A: 1 joined the then Pakistan

s Armmy when [ was 14
o aeees

Q: You were the senior most
JCO in 2 Field Artillery while
Abdul Wahab Joardar in 1 Field
Artillery. Do you know it?

A: Yes.

Q: He was Subedar Major
during the Pakistan regime.

A: Yes.

Q: Both of you served the
army together for a long time.

A: Yes.

@: Joardar was promoted to
Hon Lt on December 16, 1976.

A: He was promoted. but |
don't know the date.

@ He was given the Hon Capt
post when he retired on 2.7.77.

A: | can't recall the date.

gc: The promotions were
made through Defence Ministry
at the approval of the then
Chief of y Staff.

A: Yes.

Q: A bank gave Joardar Tk
one lakh excess for the salary of
troops on 1.11.76. But he re-
turned the money. [t was a
much-talked matter in army
and for this he was given an ap-

eciation letter from the Army
uarters

you were when

@: The posting and move-
ment of troops are decided by
the Mili Secr (MS) to
the Chief of Army . Isn't it?

A Yes.

. The office of MS is situ-
ated at the Army Headquarters.

A: Yes.

Q: Col Nasim was the MS at
that time and he later became a
g:nﬁ_rai and the Chief of Army

tafl.

A: | don't know it.

Q: Do you understand the In-
ternal Security Duty (ISD)?

A: No, | don't understand.

Q: Did you ever discharge IS

dut‘{?
- | didn't others did it.

Q: The Field Intelligence
Unit (FIU) is situated only 300
yards ahead of the Lancer unit.

S: | don't know where the
FIU office was situated.

Q: The DGF1 office was and is
inside the cantonment.

A: It was inside the canton-
ment. | don't know where the
DGF1 office is now situated.

Q: DGFI comprises Army,
Navy and Airforce.

A: Yes.

Q: Besides, the Army. Navy
and Airforce have their own

lntcliigcncr: networks.
A: Yes.

Q: Like now, army intelli-
gence were in the old and new

at that time.

A: intelligence might
have bammdc in the old
airport. But. | don't know about
the new ai as it was notl
functioning at that time.

Q: The three chiefs move
along with their respective se-
curity.

A: | saw their security when
they came to our unit. [ don't
know about outside.

Q: Security personnel also

their residences.

o Ml li

. Military police gua
them outside r residences.

A: Yes

Q: Do you know that the tele-
phonic message to and from
station commanders and other
senior officers are recorded?

A: | don't know it.

Q: Had have to make any
statement your unit's fc-
ﬁltinn in the August 15 inci-

t. ;

A: No.

Q: General Osmany went to
the cantonment after the inci-
dent and addressed the jawans.
Can you recall it?

A: No, [ can't.

Examination by advocate
T™ Akbar. defence counsel for
accused Lt Col (LPR) Muhiuddin.

Q: When the last night wde

re

took place in your unit

August 14?
A: In July.
: How many times?’
" Two times.
A junior la on behall of
advocate Sharfuddin Mukul.

defence counsel for accused
former state minister
Taheruddin Thakur. declined to
examine the withess — UNB

Further texts of cross exam-
ination will be published as and
when recetved.



