HE parliament viewed

as llluprunt body of
people’'s wer has a
pivotal role in engrung public
and overseeing the
executives in the disch of
its function. In the law making
also it has the supreme

authority. But the experience is
otherwise. in our own country

and as is enumerated Jnh:f
Garrett of the House Com-
meons from his years of experi-

ence as MP, the effectiveness of
even British Parliament is on
the decline. In "matters large
and small the of govern-
ment over Parliament is far too
great for government to be

roperly accountable to Par-

ament and to the electorate.
Not only in the case of control
over executive, in the matter of

Eﬂnﬂm also government gets
the legislation they want and
when they want it, often at the
expense of rational discussion.”
Furthermore, "None of this is by
chance: it is a conscious act
the t to keep Parlia-
ment in its and to see to it
that it is ill-equip to chal-
. to check scrutinise.”
if it is like this for a Par-
liament which passed through
years of evolution and stated as
a model for democracies. the
truncated political process we
had to go Lln'g;ﬂ could not
have delivered results,
To make Parliament effec-
tive, therefore, req

tion of

debating club at the expense

ublic money. It has been
gmmmed upegy the executives,
though in a parliamentary
democracy the executives owe
its existence to that very Par-
liament. The media attention to

the expense of Parliament and
parliamen works and Fon

uential shying away from
making investment to make
Parliament an effective and ef-
ficient body, is the common ex-
perience of all. In our country
the fulfilment of the constitu-
tional tion to establish an
independent secretasiat for the

his experience it 14é€
“while Parliament is-silent in its

own case fifteen main govern-
ment departments now spends
150 million pounds a year
(much more than the total cost
of running the Parliament) on
Kumping out a favourable pub-

city about themselves.” This is
bitterly true about our Parlia-
ment too. We find the Parlia-
ment members are often re-
minded of the per minute cost
of parliament in session, by the
executives, the media and un-
fortunately by the guardian of
Parliament the Speaker
himself, while millions of taka

-
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down the drains in su rt-
the fruitless, even wort
endeavour by the executives.
Public awareness of how
Parflament works is also
low. even among the intelli-
gentsia. Th::lbunce of local
government its authority in
administering as well as intyde-
work has made the
work of Parliamentarians diffi-
cult too im our country. The
le look to the Parliament
and to the elected representa-
tive for everything — from re-
their day-to-day diffi-
altiu, development work in
area, policy and -
islation et al These activitlfg:
get into the time of the member
which reflects on his perfor-
mance as law maker and con-
troller of the governmental ac-
tI"rlu'l"ﬁ'.t bring the
a s in uestion:
what Parliament is? ‘?h: Par-
liament as we see in our coun-
try, modelled after the West
Minster type, is an admixture of
executive and legislative power.
It sometimes encroaches on the
éudiclnry when we find the
verdict on con-
stitution and also on law
which we saw in our Parliament
in recent times. But the feature
of the Parliament is not of gov-
ernance or performing the
function of the judiciary, but to
control the government and
frame laws that would govern
the country. The government
is run by the cabinet and for
their act of omissions or com-
missions they are answerable to
the Parliament with to
the man nt of their min-
istries, examinations of their
spendirig authorised by the
Paﬂ111:emmt. fun
other primary ction
of the Parliament is to te.
But here also the initiative in
legislation is exercised by the
executive. So in these particu-
lar fields we should concentrate
on how to make Parliament ef-
fective without radical
to make it a perfect system, as-
the sovereign right of
the people to govern itself

through its representa-
tives.

The role o

FOCUS

Making Parliament Effective

Role of Government and O

by Rashed Khan Menon

pposition

f opposition is to make the government behave, not to block the government.

Government must be

criticised, but not obstructed by the opposition because the government has a mandate . .. The government on the
other hand is entitled to have its show, since it is the majority party in the House. But not responding to opposition
criticism would do wrong to the government itself.

should be allowed and the
length of time of question hour
may be extended to accommo-
date more supplementaries.
Herein comes the responsibility
of MPs as not to fritter away the
chance of making the govern-
ment accountable to it un-
profitable questions and sup-
plementaries. The duty of the
chair, as well of the Parliament
secretariat, is to see that the
uestion hour is not overbur-
with questions repetitive
in nature. Though there are
clear rules, but practice is
otherwise. The respective par-
liamentary parties are to take
responsibility to educate and
their members in all sorts
of parliamentary works includ-
ing formulating questions and
supplementaries. The individ-
member in the Parliament
bears the responsibility for his
or her works and may even ex-
cel in that. But to make Parlia-
ment m 1 it needs the
coordinated and concerted ef-
forts of all.
One redeeming feature of
the Seventh Parliament of

Bangladesh is the introduction
of Prime Minister's Question
Hour. My own motion in this
regard in the Fifth Parliament
ﬁt a cold shoulder from the
and Procedure Commit-

tee. In a liamen system
the Prime Minister is num-
ber one executive and by
virtue of his/her becoming
leader of the House too in our
Parliament, a thero scrutiny
of his/her work is the more
essential. But the Prime Minis-
ter's question hour now being
ﬁu‘cﬂm is a half-baked one.
s has not been properly
conceived. As the practice has

Complete overhauling of the Rules and Procedures is
required to absorb the spirit of the change in the
Constitution where it is necessary. Institutional and
operational reforms are to be made so that the
Parliament can act according to expectation
of the people.

Abclnlut thht: mhaninmthnf
contro the government. the
fruitful 1::15: of question hour is
very urgent. "Question time is
one of the last bastions of the
right of private members to ex-
ercise political control over

government.” "Posing questions

out’ jnforma-

Winéﬂ of, mﬁﬂﬂticnw.
cies.” The question hour in
Pakistan Parliament was use-
fully utilised the legislators
from the then East Pakistan to
bring to the public the extent
of economic disparity between
the two wings of Pakistan that
{:mtril_ll:utnd I:Euch to consolidat-
ing the ¢ opinion to de-
mnfnd thiﬁﬂ-l t to self rule and
ultimately for :
The supplementaries at the
same time are more important
than the question itself as it
bri out the core of the mat-
ter, if the members so want it.
So sufficient supplementaries

does pot consist in
overmmnent or of *

shown, the PM is not con-
fronted on policy matters,
rather the questions are put in
such a way as to allow her mak-
ing speeches on government's
good doings.

But even with this weak-
ness the Prime Minister's

Eucm H c

0 3
:::l‘g‘; fﬁm er not only the

responsibility of running the
fﬂvenﬂmnt. but also o Fany
unctions and every other thing
as well.

The use of adjournment mo-
tion has been watered down to
'definite matters of interest and
of ]publh: importance’ in the
Rules and Procedure. Although
the majority of the adjournment
motions cannot meet the rigour
of the rules, yet the Speaker
while hearing the minister's ob

He of dhe

Jection on the grounds of its in-

admissibility can allow the
members Lo informed about

the matter and at the same time
cai suggest a member to pick
up the topic under an appropri-
ate motion.

But the most important
weapon for making Parliament
effective is the Committee. It is
said that "a legislature may be
known _i#; the committee it
keeps." Though the Constitu-
tion of Bangladesh and the
Rules and Procedures $pelled
out in clear terms the formation
and functi of Committees,
yet here the
of the Parliament still persists.
The report of the Team Leader
on the implementation

Strengthening of the Parlia-
ment 6:}
ND

greatest weakness F

plan on  to the committees

litical culture as well as insti-
utional and logistic support.
The political eulture should en-
visage to elect the chair from
among the Opposition. Particu-
larly committees such as fi-
nancial accoun and inves-
tigative committees should be
chaired by the opposition. This
practice is followed in several
countries, The chair of thie Pub-
lic Acéounts Committée is given
to the opposition. in some
countries thé ,committee- on
Affairs is usually given
to important leadet of the -
sition. In nbminating members
same MPs
should be gi

intly sponsored by GOB  committee in successive Par-

and has listed the

weaknesses of the Committee members can s

system as : (1) Ministerial
Committees are chaired by the
Minister, (2) Committee has no
enforcing mecha -
nism/authority, (3) Public has
no or limited access to Com-
mittee report, (4) Financial ac-

counting and Investigative
committees are far behind
schedule to have any practical
impact.

My own
gard to the re
composition

ence with re-
rm of committee
and operation is
uite frustrating. In the Second
arliament my amendments
with regards to the amendment
of the provision of minister
chairing the committees on
his/her own mini
out on the ground
case the
nel would not feel

t in that
to

liaments so that the individual
alise on the

: ,Btllllt 1iv t is more im-
nt is the stic su to
the members n?%lhe mmm.
The MPs in Bangladesh are
constrained by the lack of in-
formation, research support
and above all staff support.
They are to deal with as-
pect of Parlilamentary work
along with their work in the
constituency. So if Parliament
is to be effective it should
be given resources h:g giving
support to its mem to per-
form their function ;

In matters of legislation the
role of committee is also very
important. As has been said

su

earlier the executive pushes
was voted ﬂum:l?'l the lﬁﬂaﬁuﬂ it wants.
It is through committee that

person- the Parliament can demand to

know the justification and pur-

attend the committee or send pose of new law the govern-

E:pu'l would -dally
e wht:!:ur .T'i:‘ﬂi?argu-_

ment itself shows that even
though it is clearly written in
the rules that committee would

ment wants to enact and the

eﬂ'ectnfulftmthc thc.lnthe
matter of approving -
ing of the government it Id

be professional and demand to

be able to summon any person know what output or results
or paper to before it, but are ted and be achieved
these are not very seri- from proposed expenditure.

ously. As has been told earlier, For

though Parliament by Fifth
Amendment was restored, it
acted as an adjunct of the ex-
ecutive only. But the
changeover to a parliamentary
system also did not change the
mind-set about Parliament au-
tomati . rather it
S0 the Parliament also did
not consider my proposals. It
was sent to the cold storage
again and did not get to the
light of the day until the
Seventh Parliament took up the
issue. The sub-committee to
ropose amendment{ to the
ules and Procedure has pro-
posed thatthe chairman of the
$tanding co ttees on in-
istries should selected from
among the members. But more
things are to be done to make
committees rea]lﬁ effective to
give strength to the whole sys-
temn. The debates should be
held in ?uhllc, except in the
case of clearly defined matters
of high security concern. The
reports should be made public
and should not only be laid on
the table as is the usual prac-
tice, but should also be de-
bated.
Possible ways of strengthen-
ing the committees and their
functioning involve issues of

allocated site for
depot at Mirpur

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has at last managed to al-
locate a site for a t to the
Metro Bus Service, which plans
to operate on the  Mirpur
(Pallabi) to Nagar Bhaban
route.

Although the city mayor had
approved the route in July, the
service could not be started as
DCC failed to provide space to
Metro for a bus depot at the

end.

C has rented out 3,150
square feet of its land at Pallabi
for Tk 15 per square feet for the
depot.

The service, second of its
kind in the city, would start

JCD threatens

VIZOorous movement

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) yesterday threatened to
launch a vigorous movement if
the ruling party failed to re-
frain from repressive acts

against its political opponents,
reports UHJ’O PP

The warnin
JCD rally hel

came from a
on the Dhaka
University campus, protesting
Sunday's police action on the
supporters of BNP and its front
organisations. They also
brought out a procession in the
morning.

The rally was addressed by
JCD president Shahiduddin
C hury Annie and its lead-
ers Habi-un-Nabi Sohel, Mon-
war Hossain Rana, Shahabud-
din Laltu, Munir Hossain, Kazi
Raﬂﬁ. Selimuzzaman Selim,
Nurul Haq

Zitu, Jayanta Kumer
Kundu and Basir Al":me::l

They accused the govern-
ment of being confrontational
and conspiring to eradicate
BNFP and its front organisa-
tions. It will not be possible for
the ruling party to implement
its evil designs if a single ac-
tivist of JCD is alive. they
warned

They demanded immediate
release of JCD leaders and ac-
livists arrested during Sunday's
programnme. They also ur all
lo make today's half-day hartal
in Dhaka city a success.

Metro Bus Service |

h B

%

e 1) g
-._-:. e i g

A memorandum of

etrlitan

understanding (MOU) was signed be-

k-]

tween the Department of Environment (DOE) and the
Local Government Engineering Department on Sunday in
the city. The MOU will enhance and support bilateral and
technical cooperation between the two departments.
Saiyid Musharraf Hossain, Director General, (DOE) and
Quamrul Islam Siddique, Chief Engineer, LGED, signed
the MOU on behalf of their respective departments.

Shachetan Nagarik
Sangstha

Eminent social workers and

lawyers recently floated a non-
political organisation titled

Shachetan Nagarik Sangstha
or Shanash (Conscious Citi-
?' Forum) at a in the
ty recently, reports :

Giaﬂuc‘l-gln Ahmed. Sayed
MA Hashem and Arfanul Afam
were elected president, secre-
tary general and treasurer re-
spectively of the 17-member ad-
hoc committee, a press release

said.
IWCM
Inner Wheel Club of Met-
ropolitan Dhaka (IWCM) and
Annesha Welfare Trust on
Saturday launched a joint pro-
ject to help persons with physi-
cal disabilities, reports UﬂB.
Disabled persons will be
provided free crutches, artifi-
cial imbs and medicare under
the ect. !
esided by IWCM president
Syeda Husne Rabbi, the func-
tion was also addressed by

HERE and

————

THERE

Rahima Afroze. District Chair-
woman of IWC, Fazle Rabbi,
resident of Annesha Welfare
.and Inu Shamsuddin and
Nazma Khan of [WCM.

Religious Ministry
clanfication

The government has not
given permission to any organ-
isation or to send pil-

ms to Saudi z'lhla for per-
orming the coming Hajj. ac-

to a clarification of the
Ministry of Religious Affairs,
reports UNB.

The clarification came in
the wake of recent advertise-
ments published in a section of
national dailies regarding
permission to send Hajj pil-
grims through different organi-
sations and agencies.

The ministry earlier made it
clear that those who are inter-
ested to perforrn Hajj outside
ﬁgvtrnmcnt arran ent can

s0 of their own
visa from the Saudi Embassy,
the handout said.

collecting

Anli—mosguitn drive
DCC to set up

mobile courts

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) is to set up mobile courts
in the city to crack down on in-
dividuals who have allowed wa-
ter hyacinth to grow in their
ponds or have created envi-
ronment for mosquitos to breed
in their premises.

The team will begin its first
drive within a day or two, said a
DCC official. It will be accom-
E:nied by a magistrate who will

able to fine upto Tk 10,000.

The DCC move comes In the
wake of the current low rainfall
season when mosquito menace
is usually at its peak.

persisted. 4§

scrutiny of ministe-
rial work the law on secrecy
should go. Otherwise everything
would be hid under the caxR::t
in the name of observing the
oath of secrecy the executives
take while assuming responsi-

bility

of the government. Every-
must be tran t and
made known to the members.
The Parliament should develop
comprehensive system of inves-
tigatory committees which, for
example, could extend Parlia-
mentary scrutiny to policies on
women, on security and on ju-
dicial system.

These works require com-
plete overhauling of the Rules
and Procedures to absorb the
spirit of the change in the Con-
stitution where it is n :
Institutional and operational
reforms are to be made so that
the Parliament can act accord-
ing to tation of the people.

Besides committee work,
the performance on the floor of
the house is also very impor-
tant. There is a noticeable de-
terioration of quality of debate
on the floor of the House. The
members are more interested

about playing to the gallery
than t up substantive is-
sues. The Parliamentary

‘speeches are marked by ag-
gressive delivery and are aimed
more at smrinF ﬂuﬂ] point.
The blocking o tes, jeering
and cheering have become the
norm in our Parliaments to
stupefy the public in even
thinking whether this public

or

exercise is at all ne(xsamar
.not.. The media now-a-days

plays important part in influ-

Parliamentary debates.
encingmm“ a trend in Par-
liamen ng about ig-

- substantive iuiuluea ?111:1
ting the trifles that
teﬂiﬂaghthcgmcmbera to keep
them busy with the trivialities.
% the role of m:dlillje;; t:::
ange to encourage
on issues of public concern. The

introduction of television cover-,

age has made the thing more
complicated as TV demands
showmanship rather than sub-
stance.

There is also serious gender
imbalance in Parliaments
of the world inclu ours. The
Bangladesh Parliament is ex-
tremely unrepresentative in
composition as far as women
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are concerned who are fifty ’E:r
cent of our population. e
election process to the reserved
seats for women is also a slur to
the womenfolk. The present
women MPs cannot apply their
strength due to selection. They
are used to ensure or bolster
the stre of the majority
g:rty in Parliament. The de-

tes in the Parliament are also
gender biased and even disre-
spectful to women. The gender
balance should be corrected
immediately so that the wom-
en's voice is heard.

The election procedure also
should be changed to direct
one. The number of seats
should be increased and dis-
crimination in resource alloca-
tion for women MPs should be
eliminated. The report on
atrengthtninﬁ of Parliament
suggested that’'a Standin
Committee on Women shoul
be formed to look after the is-
sues relating to women, It also
suggested more orientation
training for women MPs and
providing them with more lo-

gistic support.
In nllp these efforts to make

the Parliament effective comes
the role of the government and
the opposition. British consti-
tutional expert Bagehot
stressed on the general consen-
sus. on the fundamentals be-
tween the government and the
opposition to run an effective
?%r!lament and government.
e mutual distrust and dis-
trust between the government
and the opposition keeps the
lity divided in such a way as
make everything ineffective.
Professor Samsul Huda
Harun in his book on 'Parlia-
mentary Behaviour in the
Multi-National State-1947-58'
described the role of the gov-
ernment and the opposition in

the follo words: "Parliament
is the e's will incarnate,
under the West Minster system.

The parties sent to the House
through the periodic electoral
choice identify in themselves, in
the name of practical politics,
the de facto 'will of the people’.
The 'will' of the majority of the
people residing in the Parlia-
ment rules the country while
the minority awaits in turn.

[Hence, the dichotomy e.g. the

majority forming the govern-
ment and the nppﬂahﬁhit is
relative and temporary. What is
Permanent is the determining
actor of electoral choice of par-
ties which clinches the issues
i.e. the ruling and opposing par-
ties. In other words, the opposi-

tion has the potentiality of
transforming itself into the rul-
ing party provided the former
carries the people with it in the
election — a system that helps
the opposition party(ies) 'ap-

proximate to office'.”

If that be so, the role of op-
position is to make the govern-
ment behave, not to block the

overnment. Government must
criticised, but not obstructed
by the opposition because the
government has a mandate. Ac-
cording to Ivor Jennings the
opposition . communication "is
directed not so much towards
fundamental modification of the
government's policy as towards
the public opinion.” The gov-
ernment on the other hand is
entitled to have its show, since
it is the majority party in the
House. But not responding to
opposition criticism would do
wrong to the government itself,
but would also denude the sys-
tem of its credibility and the ef-
fectiveness as well. The re-
sponsiveness of the government
would rather lead to occasional
identical approach on the is-
sues by both the government
and the opposition. To sustain
public interest in the Parlia-
ment the opposition should be
given lever to express its dis-
sent. The channel of communi-
cation between the government
and the opposition must remain
open. In a country like
Bangladesh it is all the more
necessary because of the histor-
ical animosity between the
main players of the power
game. Also the right of the
people is to be guarded from the
partﬁlin power of the time.

e best way to do it is to
enable the Parliament to exer-
cise its sovereign right on behalf
of the pcﬂﬂlc to oversee every
aspect of the governmental ac-
tivities — the administering of
the ministries, piloting legisla-
tion, making budgets, checking
spendings and above all in rep-
resenting the country and the
people. And here both the gov-
ernment and the opposition —
which alternatetheir role with
the electoral process, should act
together to make Parliament ef-
fective.

The writer, an MP is Secre-
tary General of Bangladesh
Workers Party.

The article is prepared with
extracts from his presentation
at the seminar organised by
Commonwealth Society of
Bangladesh.
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BANGABANDHU M

URDER CASE

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of

~ 34th and 35th Prosecutio

_ Continued from Saturday

Cross-examination of PW-34
Subedar Jainul Abedin in
Bangabandhu murder case be-
gln when the court resumed on

nday. )

Following are the excerpts
from his examination by advo-
cate TM Akbar, defence lawyer
for accused Lt Col (LPR) Muhi-
uddin:

Q: In which battery of ar-
tillery in Comilla you are work-
ing now?

A: As a senfor JCO at Cubec
Battery. (At first the witness,
however, declined to disclose
his battery name for military

Q:&Emthcmgumdhpa

Bat kept in the fall-in?
A s are usually kept for

trﬂnln&;
Q: the other batteries
have guns?

A: Six each for Cubec and
Romeo Batteries.

: Is 20-30 minutes needed to
hook a gun?

A: 15-20 minutes.

Q: Where the shells of can-
nons kept?

A: At ammunition store.

@: Who were in-charge of the
six artillery guns?

A: Havildar Abu Taher and
Lance Nailk Shamsu were as
NCOs for two guns. | can't recall
about others.

Q: How many gunners were
in your battery?
A: Approximately 40 to 50.
Q: Did all of Papa Battery go

for traini

A: 1 can't recall.

@: You told the IO that all of

Envoy to ROK | Tom and Jerr

accorded
. reception

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 3: Ataur
Rahman Kaisar, newly ap-
pointed ambassador of B -
desh to South Korea, said that
he would make efforts to
generate employment oppor-

tunities for Bangladeshis in Ko-
rea.

Addressing a reception in
his honour }rcﬁtgrdajr at Chit-
tagong Press Club, organised by
Peshajibi Eangukritgiﬁkm Song-
bordana Parishad, Kaisar said
he would do his best to uphold
the country’'s image abroad dur-
ing his tenure.

Besides, measures would be
taken to draw in more invest-
ments to the proposed Korean
export processing zone here,
Kaisar said.

Presided over by Dr Abu
Yusuf Alam, Chairman of the
reception committee, the func-
tion was addressed Mayor of
Chittagong city Mohiuddin
Chowdhury, Vice Chancellor of
Chittagong University Prof Ab-
dul Mannan, resident editor of
Bhorer Kagoj Abul Momen,
Parishad member secretary
Ibrahim Hossain Babul, BMA
Chit unit's general Secre-
tary Dr Sirajul Islam Chowd-
hury, among others.

AND HHERE WE
HAVE A LATE 20
CENTURY SELF-
RAIT OF
OM CA-TT.

TH
THE AREA FOR
TAKEOFF !

IANFLEMINGS  James Bond

} COMPLETEDT - ALL_
HNI lAN%lijAVE
E AND CLEAR

W

I
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yol1 ot Pap Battery started at
about 4 am.

A: | can't recall. But [ told
him also about other batteries.

: Were the guns of Cubec and
Romeo Batteries taken to the
New Airport?

A: Shamsu of Cubec battery
was with one gun. But I can't say
whether the gun was from Cubec
or not.

Q: Did Capt Jahangir go to
the New Airport?

A: [ can't remember.

Q: You went to Kalabagan
under Capt Jahangir.

A: This is not true.

Examination by
Khan Saifur Rahman, defence
counsel for accused Lt Col
(dismissed) Syed Farooqur
Rahman:

- Q: Dllti'.“ you lay?duwn after
A: ﬂt first | h%?wd firings of

small arms and later heavy
rock of gun shells. But, | was not
on the rooftop at that time.

G: Didn't you lay down?

A: No, | was 2

@: You are su to lay
down after hearing firings from
rivals. It's a military rule. Isn't
it?

A: | didn't lay down as a
building was covering me. |
tried to understand where the

firings were going on.
: Didn't ymlﬁlca.r the firings
after you climbed up the

A P
A: ngs took place with
recess.

Q: Could you understand the
source of firings?

A: | could realise the firings

!
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advocate

[

were going on inside a house on
north side.

Q: What was your duty on the
rooftop?

" A: To inform Naik Sirajud-
din by shouting if | see any
movement en south-easterly.

Q: How did you climb up on
the rooftop?

A: By the staircase.

Q: Did you take permission
from the inmates of the house?

A: | didn't see any one.

Q: Did the CID call you di-
rectly?

A: Through my Command-
ing Officer.

G: Did you yourself inform
the CID or CO that you might be
a witness?

A: No.

Q: Did you come for making
statement to the CID on leave?

A: Officially. My CO sent me
to DGFI office to give my state-
ment to the CID.

Q: Did you see movement
from you post?

A: Yes, in small vehicles.

Advocate Sharfuddin
Mukul, defence lawyer for ac-
- cused Taheruddin akur and

advocate Abdur Razzaq Khan
for Lt Col (retd) Sultan Shahri-
ar Rashid Khan and Hon Capt
Abdul Wahab Joardar de-
clined to examine the witness.

35th Prosecution

Witness

Following are the excerpts
from examination of PW 35,
Subedar Major (retd) Anisul
Haq Chowdhury, by advocate
Gazi Zillur Rahman, state de-
fence counsel for absconding

n Witnesses -

cused Lt Col {dismissed)
andakar Abdur Rashid:

Q: What was your trade?

A OCU.

Q: Do you know about direct

and indirect range?
A: A direct firing doesn't

take place below 300/400 yards.
Usually, direct firing takes
place from 800, to 1, yards.

Q: at was the measure-
ment of Mur guns?

A: The diameter was 105
mm.

Q: The meeting between the
CO and officers was part of the
night parade?

A: Yes,

Q: What was the strength of
the parade?

A: 350 to 375.

Q: Did Capt Jahangir and
other Battery Commanders go
to the New Airport with this
strength?

A: Yes, some of them went
trucks and some on roa
march,

Q: Did the CO saheb go to the
house after coming to the unit
office?

A: They went on road to-
wards the residence as well as
the New Airport.

Q: But you told the 10 that CO
Major Rashid went towards his
house by a jeep.

A: No, | don't tell him this, |
said that | went to my house.

Q: Do you know about the
position of Ali Mia, the driver
of the CO?

A: This is not know to me.

— UNB

Further texts of cross exam-
ination will be published as and
when received.
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BETTER HURRY
IT UP, MATE —

WORLD!

YOU
FLY

INISH
ADJUSTING THIS

DISPERSAL A
VALVE! 4




