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Tajuddin — the Man with a Golden Heart

UDDIN Ahmed took over
as the Finance and
Planning Minister in the

Bangabandhu's first Cabinet
sworn in on January 11. 1972
and on the morning of January
12, 1 received an urgent
summons from the Prime
Minister to meet him when he
conveyed his decision to

appoint me as the Finance
Secretary

Prior to that | did not have
any occasion to meet Tajuddin
or get acquainted with him and
it was t that the Prime
Minister no time to consult
his Finance Minister on my ap-
pointment. My civil service ex-
perience ta t me that no sec-
retary can function effectively
unless he receives close coocl:peﬁ
ation and active support of his
minister and carries with him
the minister's full trust and
confidence. It was s true
during that perio of

adesh with its financial
sector in total disarray due to
liberation war and the conse-
quent dismemberment of Pak-
istan. It would call for effective
and quick and adminis-
trative decisions almost on a
day to day basis to put the dev-
astated financial sector back to
the rails.

The Government coffer was

m:ptytlmﬁrdgle:chanﬁc -
serve was zero (except for 53":5
million by the Govt. of

India with their reserve Bank in
Bombay in the name of the
adesh Government) and
all foreign exchange earnings
ari out of exports from the
o e
cember, were pre t
by the Government of Paﬁ;fan
Imports of essential consumer
goods and industrial raw mate-
rials had to be resumed without
delay before acute de-
veloped and industries shut
their doors. The cost of runni
the Government had to be
without the benefit of a et,
new departments and. min-
istries created, foreign missions

opened and tion taken
in hand for &mdmg up of
the proposals for the
fiscal year beginning July 1,

1972. With all these and many
other problems loo large
in the horizon, my first task
was to establish my credentials
mh the mﬁﬂuﬁ: gnd then meet
challenge on.

On January 17 before takin
Over my new assignment,
called on the finance minister at
his Hare Road residence. Their
were dozens of visitors waiting
to see him. As he came down
the stairs. | introduwced 'myself

b5 ‘Some o the-largent pre

which needed his attention. No
sooner we siarted. than a lady
came ng and wailing and
entreated the Finance Minister
to save and rescue her husband
who had been mistakenly
picked up by the Mukti Bahini
as a collaborator. Tajuddin was
visibly moved and immediately
called the IG of police to in-
struct him to rescue the unfor-
tunate victim. Realising that
this was no time to discuss an
important financial matter,
hurriedly left deciding to ineet
the minister when he settled
down in his office.

Thus began two years of my
close association with a man
who led the war of liberation in
the name of B bandhu who
he was languishing in Lyallpur
central Jail facing trial on
charges of treason and for
wa rég a war against an estab-
lished Government. Talluddln
was out and out a politician but
distanced himself from politics
when it came to administrative
decisions. He gave his officers,
specially me, a large measure of
freedom of action, but was

ck to react and rescind any
order if he considered it inex-
Kedie:nt and inappropriate. He

ad a touch of quick temper
and could point blank repri-

BSP hails
abolition of
press trust

Bangladesh S andpatra
Parishad (BSP) yesterday felici-
tated the government for abol-
ishing the 'press trust’, in view
of the demand of the organisa-
tion, reports BSS.

President of the organisa-
tion Kazi Shahed Ahmed said
that the press trust took Taka
14 crore loan and received
the lions share of government
advertisement amounting to
taka 19 crore during the former
BNP
the election commitments of
the present government has
been fulfilled through the
abolition of the press trust

papers.

The BSP thanked the gov-
ernment for providing tk 26
crore towards payment of dues
and compensation to the jour-

nalists. employees and pres
workers of the trust D‘E’]’itg

newspapers.
The BSP said that a delega-

tion of the organisation met the
Prime Minister on June 25 and

discussed with her problems in
the newspaper industry. The
main five demands of

trust, distribution of advertise-
mert on the basis of audit bu-
reau of circulation (ABC), a

minimum allocation of Tk fifty

crore advertisement, minimum
ten insertions of each adver-
tisements and increase in the

rate of government advertise-
ment.

overnment. It said one of

e BSP
included abolition of the press

Tajuddin was out and out a politician but distanced himuif j"raﬁ:
when it came to administrative decisions....The Finance

politics

In Memoriam

by M Matiul Islam
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Minister's task was made more difficult by the fact that he held
concurrent charge of both Finance and Planning — the two ministries
which did not see eye to eye on certain policy and administrative
issues ... Tajuddin striked a balance between his two roles and, often,

between the two diver

mand an officer, but would
make immediate amends if he
thought that would harm the
officer in anyway. During the
two years that I was with him,
there were ups and downs in
our relationships, but finally

when | left the mini for m
Eﬁ; rcamr:_:d 1d ed wii_t
est and respect for
hthe manﬁo truly had E?olden
eart.
My style of work was that |
personally took im t files

and cases to the minister, ex-
plain the cases to him and ob-
tain his decisions. In some
cases the minister would record
his order and in others, 1 would
record his decision and issue
the order. One such case was
the appointment of an admin-
istrator of the Industrial Devel-
opment Bank before it was re-
structured as BSB. The Finance
Minister read thro the file,
saw my recommendation and
asked me whether [ had
checked on the credential of the

- officer — if he was a collabora-

tor or not. My immediate re-
was that my recommen-
tion was based on his qualifi-
cation and experience as a de-
velopment banker and that his
political credentials — whether
a collaborator or not a_ndlstl?r
yond urisdiction t
the ﬂnl:yrm'!: minister should ver-
:.2' from his own_ intelligenc
urces about the Ppolltica
background of the candidate, if
that was considered rtant,
The Finance Minister, without
any further hesitation. ap-
proved the a
Tajuddin
lent

eb wrote excel-
and had a beautiful
handwriting. The Prime Minis-
ter had ed that all the files
in Secretariat should be written
in and this provided an
:ﬂ)p-nrtunity to the Finance
inister to dinplag his mastery
e.

of the language. But for me it
was the npcl:bonltr. First, my

ali handwriting was awful
and unreadable. ondly, it

took a time for me to iden-
tify the correct and appropriate
Bengali words to express my

“thoughts clearly and forcefully.
and explained that:l had come . /. ]/ therefore sought '

~{rom 'the Finance Mihister and
; .Prime Minister to write my

notes in English in the interest
of quick disposal of files and
cases. The permission was
quickly granted and during my
two years in the ministry I con-
tinued writing my notes in En-

ish and the Finance Minister,

Bengali.

At one point, | decided that
the time was now ripe to regu-
late travels to India through the
introduction of "P" form which
was essential for travell to
other countries. | instructed the
Bangladesh Bank to issue the
necessary orders which was
promptly done. I did not full
gauge the political backlas
that this would cause in
Bangladesh as well as in India,
The matter was promptly
brought to the notice of the Fi-
nance Minister and his reaction
to this order, as he told me,
was: '‘Mr [slam, this order was
ﬁt})mg to drive a wedge between

e relationship of Indla and
Bangladesh., This was too pre-
mature and should be with-
drawn forthwith’. The order was
withdrawn tmmediately, but
when reintroduced in a few
months, there was no ripple of

rotest from either side of the

rder and the Finance Minis-
ler also did not object.

Tajuddin was also an artist

- ning

ssipn ..

ent views.

R e

e
............
B

Tajuddin Ahmed
1971).

of sorts. He took
in the design of the Bangladeshi
currency notes and too ns
to improve on the design of
each and every currency note
printed du that period. The
taka symbol of "t" was his work
of art.

The Finance Minister's task
was made more difficult by the
fact that he held concurrent
charge of both Finance & Plan-
— the two ministries
which did not see eye to eye on
certain policy and administirg-

at interest

.

e Reior 1A FAQUstry, FeaRIe.

turfng’ of theé public ent
rises,
‘ommission etc. The Finance
Minister had to strike a balance
between his two roles and, of-
ten, between the two divergent
views. It was a simple matter
for the Finance Minister to
overrule the views of the Fi-
nance Secretary and bring the
dispute to an end. But he
scrupulously avoided that situ-
ation and came to terms with
the fact that the Finance Min-
istry should be allowed to ex-
press its views freely and openly
even if it ran counter to his own
views as a Planning Minister.
In one case, in a Cabinet
meeting, | had almost suc-
ceeded in blocking the passage
ol a recommendation madtag
the Planning Commission wit
the approval of the Planni
Minister to break up EPIDC ax
convert Il Into ten corporate
bodies.

Tajuddin was far from a
hardliner when it came to
ucckjnﬁ development assistance
from the West, as some people
depicted him to be. Immediatel
after McNamara's whirlwin
half-day trip to Bangladesh in
January 1972, the Finance
Minister instructed me to pro-
cess our application for the
membership of IMF and World
Bank. It was a long drawn pro-

runner-up.

The first interschool quiz contest
rian Association was held Friday at the school premises in
the city. Faezul Huq, State Minister for Jute and
Textiles, distributed prizes among the winners. St.
Joseph's High School was the champion and St. Gregory's

u_rganiued by The Grego-

%
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staffing of Planning .
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the next 12 hours till 6
;ti:urded at Chittagong
:l'hl: Surn sets

City/Town Te

. Weather® &
B i e |
Dry weather forecast

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry across the country in

today. reports UNB.

Met Office says t temperature may remain nearly un-
changed t the country. . i’
Country’'s highest temperature 33.1 degree Celsius was

the lowest 17.0 ees at Sriman-

today at 5:18 pm and rises tomorrow at 6:06 am.
Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yﬂmﬂaﬁ were:

ture umidity in

cedure which called tor mem-
bership of IMF first before one
could apply for membership of
the Ban.lg Many a time, he
made anxious inquiries about
the progress of work and as
soon as the membership of IMF
and World Bank came thro
in June or July 1972, he was
nominated by the Pritne Minis-
ter as the Governor of IMF from
Bangladesh, which was in time
for him to attend the Annual
Meeting of the World Bank and
the IMF in Washington in
eptember 1972. The Bank-
3] IRURE et W ._?n;f
b&ded Dy-1h g or-t
ters held in M
in London, which we all at-
tended.
In Washington, the high
int of the visit by the Finance
inister was his meeting with
McNamara who had some mis-
giving about Tajuddin’s attitude
towards World Bank's assis-
tance. The ogen and pragmatic
approach of Tajuddin took Mc-

amara by surprise and one
could not but notice the joy in
McNamara's face that his first
encounter with Tajuddin went

ofl very well,
By the time we went to
Washington in September 1972,

our forei exchange reserve
had soared to around USS 400
million from zero in January of.
the same vyear. With dollar
dominating the world currency
market, it was considered a
princely sum and a comfortable
reserve. We were, therefore, de-
bating whether to accept IMF
offer to extend to Bangladesh
export short-fall adjustment
credit (or perhaps it had a dif-
ferent name) routinely given to
a newly emerging developin

country to tide over the initia

shortfall in its export earning.
Tajuddin quickly ended the de-
bate deciding to accept the
IMF offer which had no strings

| Training workshop

on financial
reporting opens

A 10-day training worksho

on financial reporting, jointly

organised by the Common-
wealth Journalists Association
[?JLSJ n;ll:? ;IEE:; inancial Times
) . in the ci -
terday, reports UNB. Ty

Sixteen journalists — 10
from Dhaka-based newspapers
and news ies and six Fr-m

Chittagong, Khulna, Sylhet,

Ba.ruajgamfﬂagra — are partic-

ipating in the workshop.

Martin Mulli of the Fi-

nancial Times, who is the cour-

se director, opened the traini
rogramme at the Nationa
ress Club.

Presided over by Hassan
Shahriar. president of the CJA

M%Iadm chapter, the inau-
ural session was also ad-

by its Secretary General
Farid Hossain.

College girl
kidnapped

in Khulna

By Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 2: Shiuli Roy,
16, a student of class twelve of
Khagendra Nath College at Ba-

ta thana was abducted by
three youngmen at arms point
on Tuesday.

The incident occurred while

in us tage she was returning home from
Max Min Murnl:&g Eveni college. Police could not rescue
Dhaka 31.5 19.0 g the girl, daughter of a farmer of
Chjtllﬁ;mg . 33.1 2.0 77 70 | Boyardanga village, till this
| Rajshahi 02 196 77 0 |. evening
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attached. )
What endeared him most to
us was his human . Dur-

ing our stay in London in con-
nection with the Common-
wealth tiin:lnce Mlgilatern'
meeting, the Managing Director
of Jannfta Bank, Khairul Kabir,
approached me with a request
to allow Janata Bank to under-
take a study of the problem and
the pects of remittances bz
the gmlgladcuhlu in UK, whic

was a source of foreign ex-
change e for Bangladesh.
Simulitaneously, he pro d
the name of Mumtaz Iqgbal, chief
of ICB, for the job. I knew Igbal
was at that time in London in
connection with the medical
treatment of his wife. I gave my
assent to the on con-
ﬁﬂm that the Finance Minister

80 approved it.

As we all assembled at the
Peam;kr of thewl.andun
Airport for our trip to Washing-
ton on conclusion of the Com-
monwealth Finance Ministers'

board the PANAM all-frst-clase

flight, Khairul
Biriodly came fo me asking fog.

my approval on an application |

he prepared proposing ap-
tment of I bgl Igr uncfertai*
the study. assured
that he had taken Tajuddin's

verbal approval, 1. in my usual

fashion, wrote on the of |
the application: Discu with
the Finance Minister. As de-

cided by him, £ 500 was sanc-
tioned for the study by Mumtaz
Igbal. In the plane I mentioned
this to lzihtheahaimatﬂ and he
nodded his in agreement.
Two years later, in 1974,
when Tajuddin went to Wash-
ington to attend his last Bank-
Fund Annual Meet, | was
ted in the World Bank. In
is hotel suite he me
with his usual warmth and
suddenly, out of context, said
that in Dhaka. which I left a
ﬁ; ago, | must have left be-
a number of good friends. |
could not understand this
oblique reference, but what fol-
lowed was beyond belief. He
said that the same piece of pa-
per on which [ had approved
appointment of Iqbal on a re-
muneration of £ for under-
t a study of remittances
from and which I took

his apq’nval on the plane jour-
ney to was brought
mphguﬁhaccl:l’l‘i of the Anti-cor-
r t in Dhaka seeking
the Minister's permission to
prosecute me on the ground
that | made a false statement
therein invoking Finance Minis-
ter's name to't -

appointment.

Dumbfounded. I was wailing
to hear what he did next.
Tajuddin continued that in a
rage he threw the Anti-corrup-
tion chief out of his room with

a stern that unless the
case is dro forthwith he
would call the Prime Minister to

suspend the chief on charges of
misuse of power. Knowing the
Prime Minister and his under-
standing of the concept of ac-
countability of a public servant
as [ did, I had no doubt In my
mind that this one telephone
call from Tajuddin would have
finished the career of the Anit-
corruption chief who perhaps
did not realise that he owed his
survival to the animity of
Tajuddin. As [ was driving home
that night alone and recalled

the story, | shuddered and
thanked that Tajuddin was
my minister.

I was In Washington when
the news about the jail killing
unfolded. On the 22nd anniver-
sary of his death, | am recount-
ing some of the events of my
two years with Tajuddin In the
hope that this will revive
memories of this near-forgotten
hero of the liberation struggle.

The writer is a former Fi-
nance Secretary.
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Unheard of in History

by Saiful Alam Lytton

As November 3 is a sequel to August 15 in;_:deuce, the ulterior motive

might be to create a vacuum of leadership so that the course of history

o 5
e 'E-'

At an Awami League working mmmlt

could be reversed.

A B

mee

Ali, Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin Ahmed and Sheikh Mujib.

WENTY-TWO years ago, on
November 3, 1975, the
bravest sons of the soil

brutally killed in
safe custody of.

were
supposedly

Dhaka Central Jail. They did
not know what their offences
were. No charges were brought
against them. They were not
even found guilty by any
tribural.-

were not

'They

secured bars
of Dhaka Central Jail. The en-
tire nation was in deep sleep
when this heinous crime was
being committed. It is unheard
of in the world history — such
abominable killings.

The insurmountable task of
the four assassinated national
leaders was undoubtedly their
organizing the national inde-
pendence struggle and, in par-
ticular, steering the liberation
war in the absence of the father
of the nation. They did their
avowed job honestly, sincerely,
dedicatedly and above all suc-
cessfully. It was possible as they
had cent per cent confidence in
the leadership of Bangabandhu
(also murdered months back)
and his ideals. In the absence of
Bangabandhu (taken prisoner
by the Pakistanis) the entire
struggle against the Pakistan|
Military Junta came for a mo-
ment to a standstill. The bot-
tomline was who would lead the
natfon to its ultimate objective.
But their concerns diminished
in another moment with the
news of forming Mujibnagar
Govt under the leadership of

[ Results of 100 taka prize bond |

The ninth draw of the 100 taka prize bond was held in the
city yesterday with Mollah Golam Sarwar, Additional Divi-
sional Commissioner of Dhaka in the chair, says a press re-

lease.

Following are the results of the draw.
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Hugh Tweed, Managing Director, Bangladesh Tobacco
td, opening the commercial operation of the

Company L

k
e, & ’

Gravure Printing Project of Mast Packaging & Paper Con-

verting Ltd. Communications Minister Anwar

ossain,

Tasmina Hossain MP, Mast Director Zakir Hossain Nezum

and BTC production director Saiful Islam also seen

picture.

in the

-

1

Bangabandhu. In his absence
Syed Nazrul Islam was made
Acting President. Tajuddin
Ahmed was made Prime Minis-
ter with M Monsoor Ali and A H
M Kamruzzaman as influential
members of the cabinet. In the
absence of Bangabandhu, the
significance of the formation of
H;]jlbnagar Govt was very cru-
- : :

! Buring the nine-month long

- bloody war of liberation the

successes and failures of the
Govt-in-exile need no elaborate
discussion. Suffice it to say that
successes surpassed failures in
terms of victory. However, all
were not quite on the north-
eastern front. Conspiracies
cropped up but nipped in the bud
due to timely interference of the
ever alert anchors of that gov-
ernment. The political acumen,
far-sightedness. organizing ca-
pability and, above all. sagacity
of the four national leaders
acted as catalyst to any dispute.
Their integrity to the leadership
of the father of the nation and
war of liberation was beyond
question. They had to fight on
two fronts. One in spearheading
the war inside Bangladesh and
another in trying to mitigate
sufferings of nearly one crore
refugees who took shelter in the
neighbouring country.

‘One may be surprised to
think how it was possible for
that government to successfully
lead a gigantic mission like the
liberation war as its anchors

neither had any military train-
isg nor were revolutionaries in

wal terms with adequate prac-

CCC to hold rally at
Time-Bangla
premises today

The Central Co-ordination
Committee (CCC) of four bodies
of newspaper industry will hold
a4 demonstration at Times-
Bangla premises today in sup-
port of its demands to resolve

resent stalemate in Times-
Trust owned n pers
and implement the 5th Wage
Board Award, s UNB. -

The CCC leaders urged the
authorities concerned to main-
tain stability in the Trust-
owned newspapers and pay the
five-month arrear salary of the

Journalists and employees of
the Dainik Bangla.

BIA offering
’actuanal

. ’
SCI1ENCE cCourse

Bangladesh Insurance Aca-
dl:lll:{ BIA) is offering "Ac-
tuarial Science” course for the
first time in adesh, En-
trance examination for en-
rollment of the first batch will
be held today and tomorrow at
the Bhaban at 563 Mo-
hakhali in association with Ac-
tuarial Society of India. says a

Admit cards have already
been sent to the candidates for
Oct '87 session. Minimum qual-
El:lﬂnn for a;‘l:;y to the course

HSC record in
Hlthﬂtlp:t:l md%lh.

ting, 1971 (before 25th March): From right—Mansur

tical experiences ot guerilla
warfare. Rather they were na-
tionalists in their words and
deeds. Arguably though they
were literally not experts on
military or guerilla warfare yet
they had the guidelines of those
war strategies before them,
Their leader enunciated to them
publicly in his historic March
7. 1971 speech How to comjbat
éneintes if he was ok availeble

'to instrudt thetn. They followed

the instructions of their leader
in toto and snatched away vic-
tory.

Despite such remarkable
contributions in building a na-
tion-state these leaders were
not spared by the killers. Who
should be held responsible for
this barbaric atrocity? Obvi-
ously those self-confessed
killers and their patronizers of
August 15, 1975 occurrence. As
November 3 is a sequel to Au-
gust 15 incidence. the ulterior
motive of which might be to
create a vacuum of leadership
so that the course of history
could be reversed. But they
could not be successful in their
attempis. After nearly 21 years’
relentless struggle against auto-
cratic and pseudo-democratic
forces the main force of inde-
pendence and liberation war
could come to power in a free
and fair election held in 1996.

The main responsibility now
fully lies with this government
to unearth the real design be-
hind these killings and bring
the culprits to book — so that
none in future dares commit
such crime.

..........

"Muktir Gaan’ gets
special jury prize
'‘Muktir Gaan'. the acclaimed

documentary on the Liberation
War, was awarded a Special
Jury Prize at the first South

Asian Documentary Film Fes-
tival recently, held in Kath-

mandu, says a ?n-sa release,
The festival, organised by

the South Asian journal, Hi-
mal, was held Oct 25-28. The
Best Film award went to the
Nepali film, "The Spirit Doesn't
Come Anymore; Fifty-two films
from five countries of the sub-
continent were ueleclt];d fg;; the
competition, judged by a three-
member Jury Board represent-
:n lPaklltln. Sri Lanka and
MNndaia.

In addition to 'Muktir Gaan’,
two other films were selected
for the competition from
Bangladesh 'Achin Pakhi' by
Tanvir Mukammel and Voices
of Children' by Tareque and
Catherine Masud.

The makers of 'Muktir
Gaan, Tareque and Catherine
Masud, were present at the Fes-
tival to received the award.



