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having achievements in self-employment g

——

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina distributing National Youth Award '97 among the youths
eneration at a function in the city yesterday.

PM asks youths to work |T2 ot

for honest living

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said the govern-
ment would take all possible

measures to stop youths from
gﬂin%stray, reports UNB.

She expressed her govern-
ment's determination to redi-
rect the youth force into nation-
building activities as a youth
festival got off to a colourful
start in the capital yesterday.

Inaugurating the week-long
national youth festival at Pal-
tan Maidan in the morning, the
Prime Minister called upon the
youths to build their career
through honest earning for the
interest of themselves as well as
of the nation.

She said after the brutal as-
sassination of father of the na-
tion Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, a politics of
coup, killing and conspiracy
started in the country and the
youths were used as the main
tool of the politics of capturing
power.

"The powermongers used the
youths for their political inter-
est and pushed them into a state
of confusion handing over arms
and drugs to them," said Ha-
sina.

"But we'll never use the
youths for our political interest
rather than building the na
tion. We will involve them in
only welfare activities," she
told the gathering.

Ministers, MPs and diplo-
mats, political leaders and elite
were present at the inaugural
function. Youth and Sports
Minister of Sri Lanka SB Dis-
sanaike attended the function.

Youths from different parts
of the country and representa-

tives from Cambodia, Sri
Lanka, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Nepal, UK, India and the

Philippines are takiig part in
th? colourfu] and eventiul festi-
val.

Addressing the function, the
Prime Minister said the gov-
ermment is determined to check
the moral degradation of
youths. "Those who build the
country and are always ready
for the supreme sacrifice for '
overall development of society
can never be destroyed by any

~ /means."”

‘She said the youths of-the |

®
country have a glorious tradi-
tion of struggle. At critical junc-
tures of national history, the
youths have played an impor-
tant role in social, cultural, po-
litical and economic move-
ments.

She said the government had
identified the problems of the
outh as one of the main prob-
f’ems of the country and took
steps for the improvement of
their condition.

Youth activities have been

extended to all the thanas in-

cluding all m litan tha-
nas ot the country in the
current year, the Prime Minis-
ter said.

The activities include
training and self-employment
project, thana resource devel-
opment and employment-gen-
eration project, technical train-
ing project, technical assistance
programme. youth-involve-
ment project in family plan-
ning activities through youth
clubs, and participatory de-
velopment projects.

Besides, the government will
undertake programmes ve
soon for setting up national
youth centre, human resource
development, mobilisation of
tools for self-employment gen-
eration, participation in social
services, and setting up of rural
training and women training
centres.

"The present government
has also taken measures to pro-
vide the trained unemployed
youths with khas water es
up to 20 acres on lease for their
self-employment."

The Prime Minister said
about Tk 60 crore has already
been disbursed among the
trained youths as credit. In the
current fiscal year, another
credit of Tk 37 crore will be dis-
bursed.

She also urged all to take
initiative for creating job op-
portunity alongside govern-
ment's programme. For this,
the jobseekers have to devote

themselves to evolving self-em-
ployment opportunities. i

Later, e Prime Minister
ﬁave away National Youth
' Award '97 to :

12 hs for their
- Success in dl.%nadﬁmt
|plmt ventures,” =" =

Maddhyapara Hard
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forma. outlining a cost escala-
tion of Tk 207 crore was placed
before the ECNEC for approval.
The approval was not given.
The cost escalation was re-
sult of currency devaluation
and inclusion ®f four install-

ments of the project credit
which were not included ear-
lier.

"Actually the ECNEC was
negative about the project when
Bangladesh Railway submitted
a project proposal worth Tk 412
crore to build a 12.5 km rail-
track for wagons to connect the
MHRMP with the regular train
link in Bhabanipur and for 10
new locomotives and 100 new
wagons to carry the hard rocks
from the site for marketing”,
the documents said,

The ECNEC argued that
while the MHRMP itself would
cost Tk 894 crore, the proposed
practically rail track added Tk
412 crore with it. Therefore, the
actual cost of the project would
exceed Tk 1300 crore, which
was "unreasonable.”

Experts, however, said that
with an annual output of 1.6
million tons of hard rocks from
the year 2001 as against a do-
mestic demand for 3.4 million
tons, MHRMP can save 38 to 58
million US dollars. Presently,
hard rock is imported from In-
; Indonesia and other coun-

‘ ':"': A% dWeve O - ton, '
" Besides, the mtine i
rfrr:tliy cmploy 787 people and
would indirectly civale em-

plovment opportunities for'

10,000 more.
"There is a bright business

di-

prospect for the private sector
too,"” said an official of the pro-
ject, "the private sector can set
up hard rock finishing plants
and can be involved in the sup-
ply process."

The project is being imple-
mented at a cost of Tk 894 crore
from 1994 with a supplier's
credit from North Korea
amounting to 120.60 million
dollars. The interest rate of the
Korean loan is 4 per cent and
the repayment period is 15
years from the date of of
the contract in December 1992.

Local people and

‘been wiitiesscaRs the dvelsnd

ment of this project for-
are now apprehensive of its
fate,

The rock structure was dis-
covered in 1973 and from time
to time, leaders had visited the
area and promised to imple-
ment the project. In reality,
nothing was virtually done till
1992, when a contract was
signed with North Korea.

The project was first ap-
proved by ECNEC on October 13,
1978 but it could not be imple-
mented due to non-availabilit
of foreign funds. Sources sai
that during Ershad's rule, no ef-
fort was made to find financier.

Later in 1993, the Project
Proforma was revised with a to-
tal cost Dflrk J .:44‘. WLy
522 crore of it 1 lore
« The PP was re

'aking over 5000 sub-soil mi-
nes' in their country, is imple-
menting the project.
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at Bonarpara -

for 8 hours

GAIBANDHA, Nov ]1: Move-
ment ut‘f trains rﬁmﬂnad sus-
pended for t hours here to-
day due to a cade by local

people at Bonarpara Railway
Junction. reports UNB.

Twelve trains were stranded
during the barricade.

The barricade was enforced
by an action-committee of
Saghata thana which has been
demandi to run inter-cit
and mail trains throug
Bonarpara instead of Trimo-
hini-Balami ghat route.

Nat’] Cooperatives
Day observed

LGRD Minister Zillur Rah-
man yesterday said the cooper-
ative movement should imme-
diately be freed from the - °If
seekers who had infiltrated in
different cooperative organisa-
tions in the country, reports
BSS.

"The self-seekers should
immediately be expelled for

the cooperative move-
ment obstacle-free and a suc-
cessful one." he said while
s at a discussion in the
Samabag'n Sadan auditorium
in the wity.

Khaleda, Prodhan

From Page 1

Replying to a question, he
said an alliance would be for-
med in future, but now they
prefer launching of agitation
programmes simultaneously.

"But we're marching towards
forming an alliance to streng-
then the ongoing movement,”
the JﬁE}a president said.

BNP leader Ehsanul Kabir,
who was present du the
meeting, said Begum Zia has
urged all to er inten
the currtnt movement. S e

BNP leaders Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan MP, Salahuddin

Qader
‘Rashid ,"and Jagpa leaders
ASM Zahirul . Sarder Mo- |
hammad Shahjahan and Mo- '
fizur Rahman Alo were al
present.

Magurchhara
\ From Page 1

official added. He also informed
that, a team of senior officials
of Railway will reach Sriman-
ﬁ tomorrow and will sit with
Occidental officials.

The team.including the Divi-
sional Railway Manager, Divi-
sional Engineer and others
from Dhaka alongwith the Oc-
cidental officials will also visit
the Magurchhara gas field area
and the railway tracks which
was repaired in the month of
August. There is every possibil-
ity of experimental of

oods train from Srimangal

rough the tracks adjacent to
the gas field area within a day
or two, he added.

A railway official in Sri-
mangal confirmed the matter.

stranhed_

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury has said the gov-

ernment and the opposition in
a democracy must evolve the

-4 culture of dialogue and should

be ready to seize opportu-
nity to talk to each other. re-
ports UNB.

"Refusing to talk is a nega-
tion of the spirit and essence of
' democracy”, the Speaker told a
seminar on “Institutionalising
Parliamenta Democracy in
Bangladesh.”" organised by
Commonwealth Society ' of

Bangladesh, at BIISS audito-

rium yesterday.
The S said he has full

ﬁ.]llh in t eitgmtml ment and in

e a

commitied (o institutionalisg
Teﬂ Fox Run -
Bangladesh

becomes 4th
in raising fund

Betty Fox, Chairman of
Terry Fox Foundation for Can-
cer rch. said the founda-
tion has so far collected 206
million Canadian dollars from
Terry Fox Runs around the
world and Bangladesh became
fﬁ'é“é"' in raising funds, reports
She said. "Over 50 countries
around the world conduct the
Terry Fox Run, but | was
amazed by the number of par-
ticipants in the run here.”

etty Fox, mother of Terry
Fox, was r;peaklng at a recep-
tion accorded to her by Rotary
International District 3280 at
the CIRDAP auditorium in the

city yesterday.
mut:r or Food and Agri-

culture um Matia Chowd-
hury attended the function as
chief guest. Canadian High
Commissioner in Bangladesh
Nicholas Etheridge
District Governor M Jamalud-
din also addressed the function.
‘In Bangladesh, yesterday
was a fabulous day for me."
Betty said.

Dacoity in a

city house

By Staff Correspondent
"o rohbhad TE 2 1) Jakh
, Ad ornaments «ud cash
i 1al use at Senpara under
Mirpur thana in the city early
yesterday.
Police said a gang of about
eight armed men entered the
house of Sahabuddin Ahmed af-
ter breaking the lock of the
main entrance at about 3:30

am.
Brandishing firearms,
teok away gold ornaments
worth about 2.61 lakh and
Tk 1.5 lakh in cash. The dacoits
left the house at about 4 am.
None was arrested in con-
nection with the incident. A
case was lodged with Mirpur
thana in this regard.

@The Baily Star g
Govt, Opposition must
evolve culture of
dialogue: Speaker

democracy in our country.

He said arliamentary
democracy implies continuous
dialogue between the govern-
ment and the opposition and
the place for such dialogue is

parliament where they can ex-

their views and contribute
towards enhancement of qual-
ity of life of the people which he
said is the ultimate goal of both
the opposition and the govern-
ment,

Talking on a paper titled
"Making parliament effective
and the role of government and

position”, the Speaker said in

mocratic system, one has to
express one's own views and at
the same time he/she must be
ready to listen to others and
also accommodate others'
views.

In democracy. both the trea-

sury and the opposition
benches must always ready
to follow give-and-take policy.

The ruling party adminis-
ters the country because the
people have given it the man-
date and the people also expect
the opposition to criticise gov-
ernment in a constructive way
keeping the greater national in-
terest in mind, he said.

The Speaker addéd, "Anyone
familiar with the history of the
establishment of the indepen-
dent and sovereign state of
Bangladesh will agree that the
very raison d'etre of our country
is assertion of the democratic
rights of our people and the es-
tablishment of parliamentary
democracy.

It is, therefore, the solemn
responsibility of all irrespec-
tive ol party affiliation to make
democracy flourish and let par-
liament function.

Rashed Khan Menon pre-
sented the paper in the seminar
chaired by Professor AK Azad
Chowdhury, VC of Dhaka Uni-
versity.

Surml:z:: Sﬂ;fupla MP, Ad-
visor to Prime Minister on Par-
llamentary Affairs, Khandaker
Delwar Hossain MP, Chief Whi
of the Opposition, Maj (Ret
Hafizuddin Ahmed MP and
Saber Hossain Chowdhury MP
also took part in the discussion.

KCC mayor

From Page 1
present government terming
them as “subversive of the
state”.

They said "the ruling party
was out and out to politi-
cise the administration in or-
der to restore BAKSAL". The two
mayors who are members of
BNP central committee said
that they were not getting full
cooperation from the ruling

in the implementation of
erent development schemes
taken up d BNP rule.

They all that their party
workers and leaders were bei
denied of their fundamenta
rights and subjected to physical
torture due to political reason.

From 1
two newspapers today.
The journalists and employ-

ees who defied an order issued
on October 23 by a Deputy Sec-
retary of the stry of Infor-
mation to resign for taking

ber 30,

s Shrs

| published the news
E due to be privatised by
and em-
of them

ed to ignore the order as
the order had failed to state

mmmmrulnhehad
them to resign.

Nirmal Sen, a well-known

columnist who put in 33 years
at Dainik a since its in-
ception in 1964, told a press

conference that the order vio-

lates the labour law and News-

paper Employees (conditions of
service) Act 1974.

As he spoke, the senior jour-
nalist broke into tears and
fought hard to check his emo-
tions at the Jativa Press Club
where some of his colleagues

athered, brooding over their
Iguturc.

He said that in the same
evening a government handout
ve an an%-utmt of the benefits
e and his would re-
ceive,
"But the sums it mentioned
are not correct. The authorities
ve a notice to take 'retirement’

retirement’ by Octo-

|
-
. T

“raised slogans

Times-Bangla Trust

of four months of pay as law
of the land. Besides, it failed to
state one month's gross salary
for each year as per rules if the
gratuity is added to it. Rather it
gave an account of the
compensation,” Nirmal Sen
said.

He sought direct interven-
tion of the Prime Minister in

1 this regard so that all employ-

€es and journalists are duly
m their provident
He further said that there is
a confusing situation prevail-
ing in the two newspapers as the
government did not announce
winding-up of the Times-
EanFla-. Trust which owns the
blications. It should have
n the Trust Chairman ask-
ing the employees and journal-
ists to resign. "A De ty Secre-
tary did not have tl;:; ight to
ask the employees to take vol-
untary retirement,” .ie- said,
adding that the edito- of the
Dainik Bangla had resigned
and acceptance of his resigna-
tion has not been announced.
The pa was published since
the authorities did not come out
with an{):lusurc notifications.
At about 9:15 pm police
made forays into the Dainik
a premises to investigaee
why the agitated employees,
staging a sit-in since Thursday,
rotesting the

disruption of electricity with-

ut it failed to mention the dues out any reason.

Kibria:

- From Page 1

seek assistance from the repre-
sentatives of donor countries
and agencies.

But he declined to disclose
the amount he is going to seek |
from the , 1o be held for
the first- time in Dhaka, outside !
its usual

‘tions Division (ERD), the
ernment wing that set the s
for the meet, the coun
seek around 2.17 billion US
dollars from tlllze;ﬂdub i
Banglades received
commitment of about 1.95 bil-
lion dollars from the last Paris
Aid Club meeting, The actual
disbursement in 1996-97 fiscal,
however, was 1.475 billion dol-
lars.
The finance minister gave
the detailed programme of the

Aid Group meet

- food

meeting which will start at 9
am on Tuesday with World
Bank Vice-President for South
Asia Mikeo Nishimizu in the
chair.

Kibria's opening statement
will be followed by a presenta- "

tion of the Intern:tional Mone-

Fund (IMF) covering the
speci

A S

discussed on the second day be-
fore the concluding remarks by
the donor's m&mmuvea and
the finance ter.

Apart from offi-
cials, a total of 49 delegations
comprising ambassadors and
officials from abroad will join
the sessions. would also
call on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Tuesday.

The Aid Club meeting will be
followed by a two-day Invest-

' donors

ment Forum on Thursday and

Friday. But the opening func-

tion of the forum will take place

Wednesday night with Hasina
cutting the ribbon.

“The objective is to establish

a link between the two meet-
ings,” said Kibria who ruled out
that the recent bailout mea-
sures by the multilateral"
s in Asia would |
cause a decline in aid for

increased, t remained within

"manageable level." "A big rea-
son, that as a poor nation, we do
not take commercial loan from
the donors,” he said.

ERF President Shamsul Haq
Zahid and General Secretary
Shahiduzzaman also spoke at
the meeting. Finance Secretary
Dr Akbar Ali Khan, ERD Secre-
tary Dr Mashiur Rahman,
Banking" Secretary Syed Amir-
ul-Mulk were also present.
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lion of tea during July-
ok v

PLA delegation |

1n City

A seven-member delegation
of Chinese People's Liberation
Army (PLA) headed by Lanzhu
Military area commander Gen-
eral Liu Jing arrived in city
yesterday on a Enur-day good-
will visit to Bangladesh, reports
BSS.
Chief of Army Staff Lieu-
tenant General Muhammad
Mahbubur Rahman and other
senior army officers received
the distinguished guests at the
Zia International Airport.

Chinese Ambassador in
Bangladesh Wang Chungui and
other embassy officials were
also present at the .

General Liu Ji visited
the 'Shikha Anirban' at the
Dhaka Cantonment in the af-
ternoon and placed wreath.

JPPP meets
today

A meeting of the Jatiya
Party Parliament Party will
be held today at 3 pm at the
Jatlya Sangsad Bhaban, a party
press release said in the city
yesterday, reports BSS.

" Whip of the Jatiya Part
Parllamentary Parly Fazle
Rabbi has urged all party MPs
to attend the meeting.

Sadat College
degree exam
centre cancelled

TANGAIL, Nov 1: The
(pass) examination centre at

rotia Sadat University Col-
lege was cancelled after numer-
ous outsiders created a rumpus
on Thursday, abetting un-
fairmeans. reports UNB.

Campus sources said the Na-
ttonal University authorities
have asked the Deputy Com-
missioner to make arrange-
ment for holding of the remain-
Ing examinations at differént
educational institutions.

However, official sources
sald the rest of the examina-
tions will now be held at
Maulana Mohammad Ali Gov-
ernment College at Kagmari
near the town.

Protesting the authorities’
decision, outraged candidates

ut up barricade on Dhaka-
lf‘m*ngajl highway for the second
consecutive day :

Pakistan_
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tion led to a test of strength be-
tween the government and the
mu;]t 1:11.?11_;]l h:.a.«j1i ti]arjcatcncd to
€ political system.

ParSh}:Fﬁ announced his accep-
tance of Shah's nominations in
parliament on Friday night
only a day after the dispute ap-
ggarcd to have deepened when

th men made rival cases to
the figurehead president, who
acquired a key role from the
Crisis.

Marma students
o P
Stud:rgitg?dc;rfml' r::ldmt
Aungchanu Marma, I:Ee confer-

ence at the Town Hall was at- |

tended by several hundred
Marma students of the three
hill districts —  Bandarban,
Ran%amau and Khagrachhari.

e conference was ad-
dressed by Marma Students'
Council general sec Sui-
ching Marma, Mongsa Khowai
Marma, Aungsa Pru Marma,
Minto Marma and Saimong
Marma.

Tea

From Page 1
Mokbul said adding that in-
Crease in internal consumption
also prompted price jump.

Managing Director of a lead-
ing tea broker house, 'National
Brokers,' said, "Tea market is
very !Uﬂﬂ%] this year every-
where as the prominent tea
growing countries like Kenya
and Indonesia saw less produc-
tion due to climatic setbacks
including draught.” In the auc-
tion markets here, some varij-
eties of tea drew the price of Tk
124 per kg, almost beyond ex-
pectation as foreign and inter-
nal buyers became more active,
Rasul Nizam said.

“This year, most categories
of tea fetched prices higher than
the previous year. Average in-
crease ranges between 20
and Tk 30 per kg." he added.

According to market reports,
in the sale :'E:t 25 held on ggeo—
e e of tea
07.33 per
against Tk 104.7 in sale

September this fina
earning a forei
15.70 million dollars. i Lt’
ing the corr i ri
last fiscal. 6.53 I;llﬁl'i):n kgs
were exported, earning 8 mil-
lion US dollars. The increase in
was 50 per cent.
B adesh has 158 tea gar-

exc of

dens. oduction target is
54 million kgs and target
27 million 8 this financial

year, official sources said.

Yeltsin-Hashimoto summit

KRASNOYARSK, Russia, Nov
l1: It was one small fish for
Ryutaro Hashimoto and a big
step for Russia and Japan, re-

ports AP.

The leaders of the two na-
tions, who convened today for a
no-necktie’ fishing summit in a
Siberian retreat, came away
with an important catch: Steps
toward improving relations be-
tween their countries, divided
by decades of mistrust.

Hashimoto, the Japanese

remier, and President Boris
eltsin of Russia eed to a
wide-ranging plan for political
and economic cooperation,
meant to take the two countries
into the year 2000.

The six-point agreement en-
visions steps to boost Japanese
investment in Russia, Japanese
assistance for dee]:er Russian
involvement in the interna-
tional economy. Tokyo's.sup-
port for reforms in Russia and
the training of Russian man-
agers, cooperation in energy
projects in the Far East and
those concerning nuclear en-

crg%r__
he sides also agreed to
deepen their military coopera-
tion, including an exchange of
visits by senior military offi-
cials and joint rescue maneu-
vers, said
man Hobuaki Tanaka.

The two leaders met in Kras-
noyarsk, a Siberian city of 1
million people located halfway
between Moscow and Tokyo, for
an informal summit whose

Saifur
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the path of confrontation be-
tween the government and Op-
position and rraching -

SENsuUs L0 siuc..inly cur.,; ui
necessary reforms in the econ-

e

former finance minister
terrned the present fiscal situa-
tion "weak,” the state of in-
vestment "very week" and criti-
cised the frequent devaluation
of taka.

Expressing dissatisfaction
nv::t' t E:tze of government, he
said, "the government must re-
duce its eci:utmm it must be
accountable and transparent.”

The finance minister of
former BNP government sug-
gested that the government

continue its su to
agriculture sub-sectors like
dairy and Itry farms.

M Saiduzzaman, another
former finance minister, also
termed the fiscal situation as
“critical” and suggested for
maintaining austerity and dis-
cipline for balance.

"Priorities of development
would have to be scrutinised
within the available resources *
he said. .

Noted economist Dr Qazi
Kholiquzzaman Ahmed said
poverty eradication or eco-

ment could not

ﬁmm sav-’

ings and investments in-!

~ He said loans are only avail-
able for big businessmen while
the poor are get microcredit,
but investors of small and
medium classes are deprived of
necessary financial support.

Among others, SM Akram
MP, MK Anwar MP, Rashed
Khan Menon, Dr A Moveen
Khan, AZM Enayetullah Khan.
Dr Harunur Rashid, Dr Kabir
Uddin Ahmed, Dr Momtaj Ud-
din Ahmed, Prof Mustahidur
Rahman, Prof Abu Ahmed and
Dr Osman Haider Chowdhury
took part in the discussion.

Executive Director of the
Centre for Research and Analy-
sis Ameer Khasru and BFUJ
President Amanullah Kabir
initiated the discussion which
was moderated by Prof Mahbub
Ullah, former pro-VC of Na-
tional University.

Accord on 6-point
cooperation plan

ashimoto's spokes-+

stated goal was to forge a per-
sonal friendship and overcome
long distrust between their two
nations.

"Even today we can say that
the main goal of establishing
the relations of friendship, mu.-
tual understanding and trust
between the two leaders has
been achieved.” said Yeltsin's
sr;kcsnmn Sergei Yastrzhemb-
sky.

"The contact was excellent.
Ec tcadm here was un e-

nted in Russian-Japanese
relations,” he added.

Russia and Japan still have
not signed a peace treaty for-
mally ending World War [l and
]haw: been unagile to resolve a
ong territorial dispute over the
Kuril Islands.

JS session
From Page |

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Choudhury. also decided that
on the opening today, the ses-
sion would be adjourned till
November 9. The session will
have two day's recess on
Nmtmbs'd 14 and lﬁt?cnrdlgdu be
proro on Novem :

It %]um planned for submis-
sion of several bills in the
House and formation of the
long overdue parliamentary

comimnittees on various
ministries.

In the

ury said
it would not be wise to waste
any more time in furmln&l the
JS bodies through which "total
transparency” of the govern-
ment was possible, meeting
. es sald adding, the
speaser suggested expediting
formation of the committees.

1¢ Minister and Leader
. House Sheik Hasina,
Deputy Leader of the House and
LG Minister Zillur Rahman,
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad, Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid, C p of the House
Abul Hasnat Abdullah, Com-
merce and Industries Minister
Tofael Ahmed and Rahmat Ali
of the Treasury Bengh. Fazle
Rabbi of the JP and Jamaat's
Kazi Shamsur Rahman were
present in''the BAC meet. Be-
sides, PM's Parliamentary Af-
fairs Adviser Suranijit Sengugtn
and Treasury Bench whi
Mizanur Rahman Manu also at-
tended on special invitation.
The Speaker-hosted lunch
arranged at the Bha-
ban was attended by Zillur
Rahman, Suranjit Sengupta,

Abul Hasnat ullah, Rahmat
Ali and Mizanur Rahman
Manu.

During the lunch, the
Pa.rty representatives had par-
eys with the Speaker on mat-

From P’f 1
district, some 1,25.000 Ban-
ees belo ng to 34,000 fami-

es live in cluster villages'
while other and the

tribals mostly rgﬁln ng to

Chakma, Marma and Tripura
tribes live outside those vil-

Ta-lkmg to some here,
The Daily Star correspondent

ot the impression that m
Eas become the most
and talked-about word here in
recent weeks. With the local

government elections

at the door, they want to see the
i trea signed immedi-
mmtfmt way for return
of tge refugees.

From Page 1

such chronic disease but it can
be prevented by not using the
contaminated water.

"Any successful result will
depend on the feedback from
multiple sources. The most se-
vere case so far detected is in
Samta village of Jessore district
where an arsenic concentration
of little over one milligram per
liter (mg/1) was found. In fact,
arsenic concentration above
0.05 mg/1 is considered
bharmful.” = - -

s ?”There is no device to free

he skin. Extensive
research will be conducted by

soning on

collecting bi es of the skin.
hair, nail and other tissues to
find what actually causes the
" Arsenic contamination of
ground water was first detected
in the country in August last

ar ﬁ:ﬂl«::»'rmnr'i114[l confirmation of

tions of water

at Jadavpur University in Cal-

cutta, Iindia The university's

'Krsenic contamination—

Director of School of Environ-
mental Studies, Dr

Chakraborti, who is now in the
city told this correspondent

yesterday, "The government
should immediately regulate
the use of all and

tubewells which are causi
widespread contamination o
arsenic in the villages. Limited

use of ground water will -

cantl check the iy
112; o include
door-to-door to find out

-]

o ixhicate safe source of water,

will be set and

tients will be advised. in-
ormation database will be
compiled. will be trained
and given chemical pack-
ets/filters. Fifteen teams, each
comprising three groups. will
work in the areas.

The water sam collected
from the areas be tested in
the four laboratories of the De-

ment of Public Health and

Health

ngineering (DPHE). The
Atemic Ener Commrission
will be responsible for the tests.



