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UN SC vows to resume UNSCOM operations

US for retaining ban to

topple Saddam: Aziz

LONDON. Nov 1: lIraq's
Deputy Prime Mlnllter Tm&
Aziz said on Friday the Unit
States' aim in maintaining
sanctions was to topple Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein, and that
an American military strike
would make no difference to

Bl%d Reuter.
United States has its

ial objectives on lIraq,
usfc ther we cooperate with the
UN Security Council or not,
whether we cooperate with UN-
SCOM (UN arms inspectors) or
not,” Aziz told Qatari Al-Jazi-
rah television in an interview
broadcast on F‘rida night and

monitored b e British
Broadcasting nrporatlum
He was s ng before an

announcement that United Na-
tions weapons inspection teams
in Iraq. which halted opera-
tions after Baghdad ordered the
expulsion of their American
members, intended to resume
full duties on Monday with the
Americans taking part.

The Security Council had al-
ready condemned Iraq's deci-
sion to bar American UN per-
sonnel and warned of unspeci-

A Thai model wearing a
heagear decorated with toy

snakes parades on the
catwalk during a Halloween
fashion show Friday which
was held to promote a local
shopping mall.

— AP/UNB photo

Tigers kill 3
~in.Sri Lanka ..

, COLOMBO . Nov~ F: Tamit -

er guerillas detonated a -
mine in eastern Sri Lanka,
killing three civilians and
wounding four, the military
said today, re AFP.

A milit spokesman said
the rebels of the tist Lib-
eration ers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) exploded the mine Fri-
day at Kaluwankerni in Bat-
ticaloa district as a vehicle was
passing d‘f
The identity of the victims
was not known, he said, but
added that *ere were no mili-
tary personnel in the vehicle.

~ Publisher files
case seeking credit

for song used
in DI’s funeral

PORTLAND, Oregon, Nov 1:
A publisher has gone to court
seeking credit for a song on
Princess Diana's funeral al-
bum, reports AP.

OCP Publications, a non-
rofit religious corporation
au&d in Portland, owns the

pyright for "Make Me a
Cha:nnel of Your Peace” by Se-
bastian Temple, also knuwn as
"Prayer of St. Francis."

"When m eecf client got wind of
it, we to waiw: royalties
and allow it to be used for
chapel purposes,” Portland at-
torney Leonard D DuBoff said.

But the song was used with-
out reference to the composer or
g:(l;lishcr on a compact disk ti-

"Diana, Princess of Wales
IFG -1997: The BBC rnr:urd

thc Funeral Services," Du

US plans to lead effort to clear

fied "serious consequences" if it
persisted.

The lcuﬁuunft{:mpum
inspectors are part ol a regime
of economic sanctions imposed
on Iraq by the United Nations
to try to force it to abandon
wuixm:nfnmudﬂtnx:ﬂmﬂ—
ter its tion forces were
driven out of Kuwait in 1991,

Aziz said US Secretary of
State Madeleine Al t did
not want the sanctions lifted
until Iraq's leader was ;
He said this had to do
with UNSCOM — the UN
Commission on Iragi weapons.

"The United States has an
objective. The objective is to
make Iraq su to its pol-
icy. to its will,” Aziz said.

"The security of Russia,
France, and China is nol
threatened by the UNSCOM,
while our security. is ... if the

Americans continue to lead the
UNSCOM, then the embargo
will not be lifted. So, why
should we continue? This is the
guestion. We have endured so

much....
"Why should we continue to

ddé this if $he embargo is not
lifted?.... are the Americans
ing to strike us? did that
in 1991, 1993, and 19986, it
makes no difference,” Aziz said.
AP adds from United Na-

tions: Raising the stakes
nst ad, the United
ations Friday it will re-
sume wea inspections in

Iraq next week with "all na-

tionalities” lcipntlrz -

spite an
cans on the team to leave.

The chief mmmclusﬁ

Richard Butler,
curity Council that he consid-
ered that Iraq's order for Amer-
ican team members to leave the
country constituted a breach of
the 1991 ceasefire which ended
the Persian Gulf War.

That drew a sh rebuke
from French Ambassador
Alain Dejmmet. who said it was
up to the council to declare a
breach, a move which could
pave the way for military ac-
liun.

Mr Butler can give us his
tﬂ Dejammet said. "But
t's mly l'l.'II opinion.”

% ujgh

Mahathir to visit Canada:

preoccupations with a financial crisis at home,
inister Mahathir Mohamad has scheduled a visil Lo

Prime

Canada to increase investment in his country
. the national news agency said Saturday, AP reports

technolo

from Kuala Lum

Malaysia's
in information

Mahathir's :Ent-dn]r visit begins on November 18. He is
expected to meet Canada's Prime Minister Jean Chretien and
attend the summit meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic

Coopera

tion forum, a trade group, Bernama news agency said,

quuting a government spokesman.

Cnmmnm:lcr of air anw of the Chluclc People's Liberation

Army (PLA) Lt Gen Liu Shunyao
Lumpur Frida

with Hllnylu.n Dd'mce

te talks in Kuala
ster Syed Hamid

Albar and his Malaysian counterpart Ahmed Saruji on
cooperation between the two muntriu armed futu elpmully

the two air forces, Xinhua says from

Kuala Lumpur

Welcoming Liu t'nr his first visit 1o

defence minister expressed
exchanges between the two
understanding.
importance to the

forces of the two muntrlu.
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907 HIV cases In HK: e number of reported
HIV infections in mMrhmmm.Mmmm
nfﬁﬂpcrsunswhu found to be positive for the HIV
test in the third of this year, the department of heal
said Friday, Xinhua reports from Hong Kong.

The numher ufncwHNinfecthm Int.hethlrd

quarter is the ever received in since the
surveillance ahjghmystem was established m%mnmdﬂl of the
department said.

Warera bomb found in Vietnam:

A massive Vietnam War-era bomb was discovered buried at a
construction site at Hanoi's Noi Bai International Airport, an
official said Saturday, AP reports from Hanoi.

Thebumhwuﬁmndhylupuﬂm'whng an airport
expansion project. Military engineers ha heen informed of
thnfj bomb, m was found about t& [lﬂ feet)
u crgroun ., & remnant fmquent S bombing

s over North Vietnam the 1960s and early
19? s about one metre (3.3 feet) in length and 30 centimetres
(12 inches) in diametre.

Hashimoto amrives in Russia:

Japanese Prime Minister taro Hashimoto arrived in

Krasnoyarsk yesterday and helicopter to a rural

residence for an informal summit with President Boris Yeltsin,
AFP reports from Krasnoyarsk.

The two-day summit at Sosna , @ picturesque riverside

- residence less than 10 kilometres (six outside the central

Siberian city, was billed as an opportuni the two leaders to

strike up a friendship and npen a new chapt:r in Russian-

Japanese relations.
Oldest male dies in J
ty died at the Ueno

Theduldcat 'lIn"naliE gorilla Th ca icd :
gardens in terday at t e of 44, a zoo official said,
Reuter reports % "

The gorilla, Bul Bul, had been at zoo since 1957 and died of
natural causes, he said. "Bul Bul was very popular with zoo

visitors. He was higl;nd formidable, an numerous peo;:lc took

his picture becau was so calm,” the official said.

world of land mines by 2010

WASHINGTON. Nov 1: The
Clinton administration an-
nounced plans to lead an inter-
national effort to clear the
world of land mines by 2010,
reports AP.

The administration has
been criticised for rejecting a
treaty banning anti-personnel
mmines. But US Secretary of
State Madeleine Alhright said
Friday that the best way to pro-
tect civiliann is to "Pull mines
from the soil like the noxious
weeds that they are.”

She said a more aggressive
approach to land mine clear-
Ance is needed because at cur-
rent removal rates the task
won't be completed until
decades into the next century.

Albright said the adminis-

ation expects to contribute 80
million dollars to the global
demining effort in the fiscal
year tha on October 1,
twice the figure for last fiscal

nr. And she expressed hope

t global efforts will reach 1
blllinn dollar nnnually five
times the current
. An estimated EHJ ‘million
Hand mines in more than 64
gountries cause about 26,000
casualties each year.
ck Leahy, a

US Sen Pa

leading advocate in Congress
for the land mine treaty,

raised the administration's ef-
ort but said it is no substitute.
for a ban on land mines.

"Why spend billions of dol-
lars to get rid of the mines, if
they are only going to be re-
placed with new mines?" he
said. "We need to destroy the
mines in the ground, and we
need to stop laying of new
mines. Both are to rid
the uurht of these insidious

wtsg?nu
Septeinber 17, more than
100 countries approved, with-
out US backing, a treaty that
would ban anti-personnel
mines. It is to go into effect in
December.
The International
to Ban Land Mines was
the Nobel Peace Prize for its ef-
forts in rallying support
worldwide for the treaty.
Despite intense interna-
tional pressure, President Clin-
ton rejected the treaty on
that such weapons were
needed on the Korean Penin-
sula. Beyond that, critics
contend the pact cannot be ef-
fectively Ilced
ecting suggestions that

the nitad Etntu has been a

nnthelandmlmiuue.
t said US contributions
alone over the to demi-

years
efforts exceed all those
by the signatories to

thetmaty
Defence Secre - William
Colm.who}oum:lﬂl tata

news bri the United
States hﬂrﬁumyed 1.6 mil-
weapon

Named to serve as Ipecill |
representative of Clinton and

Al t for the land mine issue
was rl F Inderfurth, who
serves as the State

t's most senior ofticial fnr

South Asia.

Inderfurth told reporters
that Korea is a area”
that the ldmlnlntrntinn is ad-

as a separate issue. He
said the administration hopes
to come up with an alternate
for Korea by 2006.
International

am
to Ban Land Mines welcwomud :

the administration's an-
nouncement but said the
nutltned by Albright must be

by political mea-

) lum achieve a land mine

Two more moons

of[ﬁmusﬁlund

NEW YORK, Nov 1|
tronomers have discovered lw
small moons orbiting Uranus,
bringing to 17 the number of

moons circli the seventh
lanet, reports
g The larger moon measures

only 100 miles across, the
smaller 50 miles (80 kilo-
metres). Unlike the planet's
other moons, they ur‘hlt Uranus

at a crazy angle, alterna ris-
ing high above and then

ing far below the
by most solar qmﬂ:! Piﬂd
Planetary satellites like the
two new ones, known as irregu-
lar moons, have already been
discovered orbiting Jupiter,
Saturn and
“I think it's grut " said

Jonathan Lunim: an as-
tronomer at the I.Inhrtrllt of

Arizona. "Finding .
lars are tells unhoutthntl‘u

mation of thr.- solar system.”
“The larger moon appears
red in photographs, s
to astronomers that it may be
covered with hydrocarbons
ced by the cosmic ray
bardment of methane ice
on the
Astronomers discovered the
the Hale te
al California’'s Palomar Obser-
vatory. The moons were first
spotted on the nights of Sepl. 6
and 7, and their existence was
confirmed with observations
made last weekend.

wu;.umcmn. Ho;r I: China
gave clear-cut ific .ssur-
ances "It will unz:lle 1o new
nuclear deals with Iran in a bid
to assure the United States it
isn't spreading deadly
w a senior US official
Friday, reports AFP.

Those assurances worked

out over two and a half years of

year 2010.

i S b 4o al

spoke” on cunditlun

an .wrmegvadﬂelr-
cut assurances with re-

A Kashmiri policeman calls for assistance while trying to
move the body of a dead police official into an armoured
car after an explosion in Srinagar Friday. A local police
chief and two soldiers were killed in the blast, which

injured at least 12 peop

le. None of the dozens of Kashmiri

Muslim groups fighting for independence from India have

claimed responsibility for the explosion.

No new N-deals with
Iran, China assures US

-spect Lo Chin s nuclear cooper-

ation in Iran

Chinese a{ulhurll;i.u lttmluled
a of nuclear supplier
mu“nmlritn" the EEIE‘II:H“-
tee for the first time on October
16, the official said.

Where they made “rather
impressive”
nonproliferation.

cited a "significant, posi-
tive shift in China's behavior”
in the last several years on
controlling nuclear technology.
i ttt::n officials are
now S€ assurances
with members of some
of Ihnmmduuh!:_mﬂelii; ng's will- :
ingness to con the 0
nuclear chemical, mdm
tional wea techn

“China assured US au-
thoritatively that they are l::l:rl
going to engage in new nuc
cooperation with Iran and will

a few exi

mmi .hoﬂrtnﬂwprqec;f
us luﬂwduﬂ view those

ts as a minimal to zero
mﬂu-ut‘ © the' offi--

- cial told AFP.

Senator J
w:m by many
tors. said in a statement

aAssurances l‘.ill"lll

dmex~"

— AP/UNB photo

Wednesday that China appeared
to have mct the minimum re-
(uirements under current US
law to buy nuclear techno

"We will be monitoring
na's conduct,” he said.

A 1985 law governing US-
Chinese nuclear cooperation
provides also for exchanges of
information and US visits to
Chinese facilities to ensure
compliance with nonprolifera-

uan

President Bill Clinton is
e:pt:ctcd to transmit formal
certification documents to
Congress before the end of the
current session November 7.
after which Congress has 30
days to take action to block cer-
tification.

Reuter adds: China de-
nounced Washington's ap-
pointment on Friday of a spe-
cial coordinator for Tibet af-
fairs as an "unacceptable” in-
tervention in Chinese internal
affairs.

"The US move is un
able.” Chinese Foreign Mini
spokesman Shen G
reporters in New York when
a to comment on the nam-
ing of the Tibet coordination.

Russian FM blames Israel ~

Ross fails to break impasse

in ME peace process

WASHINGTON, Nov 1: US
mediator Dennis Ross has held
a series of

tal to the country’s security.
Israel's talks with the Pales-

tinians, meanwhile, will begin

on Monday at the State De-

gr:tmcnt.‘ with Secretary of
te Madeleine Al t pre-
at the outset. talks
subsequently will shift to the
more private US Foreign Ser-
Eul: Institute in Arlington, Vir-
ni:. ;
State Department
spokesman James P Rubin,
that Ross has held separate
talks with Israelis and Syrians,
said there had been no an-
nouncement because private
diphmacy was often more pro-

"It ﬂmuldnfmt come as a sui:
E“’E You or any peop
trying to etﬂt‘:t mfsm

e an
track res Rubin said
Friday. "And the secretary of
state went to Damascus and met
with the Syrian leader precisely
for that purpose.”

“"And from time to time, Am-
bassador Ross has met with Is-

" raelis, and he's met with Syri-

ans. with the specific goal of
trying to see whcther we can
find a formula to restart those
talks.”

So far, Ross has not found a
formula to the -
tions that under Israeli la thur

overnments appeared at the
%ﬂnk of producing an Israeli
wilhdr:wal on the Golan

Hei tnincxchang:furSyﬂln

diplomatic rec

Another report _frum Cairo
says: [srael brought about the
impassc in tll:; Hiddil;ﬁalt

ce process by going on

ts word, Russia's foreign min-
intcr said Friday at the end of a
week- tour of the region.

"It is clear that the present
deadlock is the result nl’tht fact

that the Israecli governmment de-
viated from the ts and

understandings concluded by

its predecessors,” Foreign Min-
ister Yevgeny Primakov said.

The statement was unusual

in that it put the blame
squarely on Israel for the peace

rocess that unravelled after

rime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu took power last year.

Sheikh Yassin is hugged by masked members of the Islamic Jihad following flag burnings
during a Islamic Jihad demonstration Friday, marking the second anniversary of the killing

of Islamic Jihad leader Fathi Shekaki by llrluh Mosad in Malta.

— AP/UNB photo
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1 Govt's declsmn to

strengthen rule

of law: Pak CdJ

ISLAMABAD. Nov 1: Pak-
ist.ani Chiciddl.tt;t!lcc Sajjad ﬂli
was report a g he
was “satisfied" with I_Km gov-

ernment's decision to nppoint

five more j to the Supreme
Court as recommended by him,
reports AFP.

‘It is a positive

. Shah told The
., soon after prime

in the coun
Nation daily

minister announced the move
in the National Assembly late

Friday.

"Better late than never.”
Shah added, saying the decision

should have been taken much
earlier.

The chief justice said the

hen the
of law in

move would stren
constitution and
the country.

Fnlitical uncertainty had

d Pakistan for weeks
spute between
the government and the judi-
ciary centering on the issue of
intments sought

ami a bitter di

udicial ap
the c

Sharif m Nation the

t had decided to im-

plement the recommendations

of the chief justice in the
national interest.
nouncement was widely wel-

comed in Pakistan.

step which
will end a state of uncertainty

The an-

The lower house promptly
assed a bill to raise the num-
r of judges at the Supreme
Court to 17 and the senate was
expectied to endorse it today.

Kuki rebels
set ablaze 176

houses in
Manipur

IMPHAL, Nov 1: At least 176
houses were set ablaze by armed
Kuki activists in H ep sub-
division in Manipurs strife-
torm Churachand district in
t:nntinullxymﬁ Kuki-Paite clashes,

Official sources said toda
that Kuki National Front
activists attacked five
Friday, indiscriminate
fire and set ablaze at least 176

houses.
es are located

All the vill
close to each other.

Gunshots were heard for sev-

eral hours but there was no re-
portnfanycmlty

from the district

said the nrmed activists first

burned down 100 houses, in-

cluding the Henglep sub-divi-
sional %madquartm*

Off the Record

Waiting for septuplets

CARLISLE, lowa: A couple
awalting

in the midwestern state of lowa is
the birth of Icptugrpl the first to be born in this

cnuntryin 12 lrl.

are four boys and
thmﬁ: tohchorn camrem-ectmmlboutlweck
about Eﬂthweeku{pmﬁlm if she does not go into labour

Bobbi McCaughey,
Centre in Des Moines, lowa since October 15 so her pregnancy
can be monitored.

I an optimistic touch, the couple has chosen
for the seven: Alexis Brandon, Jn:l Kelsey m Hltll'lt
and Nathan,

Prostitutes march in a candle-lit a in memory of
their fellow workers who have died feom the AIDS virus
during a procession in the streets of La Merced
Neighbourhood in Mexico City on Friday. This annual
ceremony set around the day of the dead festivities tries
to promote lafule:andawlrﬂnul of the rapid spread of
HIV in Mexico. — AP/UNB photo

French are the best -
kumhthetmﬂ

PARIS: A 14-country survey of sexual
fnundﬂmttheFrmchwmlhebeﬂmmm

minutes.

Mary McAleese becomes
new Irish President

DUBLIN, Nov 1: Belfast law
professor Hnry McAleese was
elected the new president of the
Irish Republic Feldn}r when she
beat her nearest rival by an 18

cent margin on the second
count, election officials said,
AFP.

McAleese will become the
eighth head of state and the
first Northern Ireland Catholic
nationalist to hold the post
when she is sworn in on
November 11 at a ceremony in
Dublin Castle.

The 46-year-old academic
who took 59 per cent of the vote

nst Mary Banotti's 41 per
cent will be Ireland's second
women sident succeedi
Mary inson, who
early to become UN Commis-
sioner for Human

McAleese was born in the

working class area of
West Belfast and will next
month move in to the republic's

residential mansion, Aras An

achtaran, fer the next seven
years with her husband Martin,
a glentist, and their three chil-
dren.

In her first interview as
president -elect, McAleese said
in a message 1o the people ol
Northern Ireland that she
hoped to sec Lthe (wo commund-

ties there change their language

and move away

that community very well,
fmgl:'l[ that as the violence
the softens, that

fection and generosity find our
way back to one
p-o-led to two communi

ﬂpruidenut.iumﬁdﬂtﬁﬁ
heart of Ireland's
to be theveryhﬂ

ti had a strong show-
mmwn constituencies but
McAleese nearly all the
rest of the country other 30
constituencies.
te the record number of
St 08 o cont The Dowast pot
per cent
ever for a tial election,
when H:blnmn was elected In
1990 election, the turnout was
>4 cent.
remmier Bertie Ahern said
MoAlcese would be an excelleni
president to kead lrvland inte

the next centuny

"She showed herself in a
contested election to be a
ol t great intellect
and great ability — qualities
that will enable her (o be a very,

very good president.” he said.
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