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| Magurchhara
Drilling of relief

R e e T —

| Maddhyapara Hard Rock Mining Project

Winter session begins today

Exploration of |

gas, o1l begins
In Rangamati

BANDA.H:IAH H:lv ' .TII:
exploration of natur 5
oil began today in S.maﬁ.k area
undermwmu district. re-
ports

Officials said exploration in
other demarcated areas under
Bandarban district would begin
after November 15.

to sources in the

security forces, United Merid-
ian Corporation, an ail explo-

The t:nm;ﬁny will invest
12.40 billion US dollar in the
seven-year-long project. offi-
cials said.

It has also taken an initia-
tive to appoint 1500 workers for
the project. They said lo-
ration work would be cﬁicd
out in about 13 thousand square
kilometre "

discuss future

course of action

President Shafiul

J
Alam called on BNP

to Road official residence
UNB

Durln' their ﬁﬂlmlnute

After the meeting, Prodhan
told newsmen that a major,
united political programme
would be announced shortly by
the nationalist, democratic and
Islamic forces.

See Page 12 Col 3

Border trade thru’

Tamabil resumes

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET, Nov 1: Normalcy

has returned in the Sripur and
Tamabil border areas with re-

| _lumgtlun of border trade

= , said an

cincie) Uit Shernoen.

Collection of utonelul in atlhe
Sripur stone quarry has also
rtupurnu:l in full swing while ply-
ing of minibus and other vehi-
cles including trucks carryin
stones on the Sylhet-Tamabil-
-j:ﬂkmg road also resumed to-

y

.ALPP meets
today

A meeting of the Awami
League Parliamentary Party
will be held at the ruling party's
meeting room in Jatiya Sang-
sad Bhaban at 3 pm today, re-

ports UNB.
Primme Minister and Leader

of the House Sheikh Hasina
will preside over the meeting.
ef Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah has requested all Awami
League MPs to attend the meet-

ing.
The Brily Star

on the internet
hitp//www.dailystamews.com
—Inside Today
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Majority Must
be Allowed
to Rule

by Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed
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Law and Our Rights

Meeting on ending
violence against
women and girls in

South Asia

A commitment
renewed
Page 5

International

No new N-deals
with Iran, China
assures US
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Business

Shrimp farms seek
more time to meet
EU criteria
DSE index increases
by 2 points
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The Jatiya Sangsad goes into
its seventh session this after-

noon with the major opposi-
tion party, BNP, sticking to its
decision not to join it.

In line with its stance, the
BNP yesterday boycotted the JS
Business Advisory Committee
(BAC) meeting and also did not
attend the er-hosted lun-
cheon, ai at for%ng a
tiation between BNP and the
ruling Awami League.

However, the adjourned
meeting of the BNP Parliamen-
tary Party (BNPPP) is due to re-
sume at 7 pm today to further
discuss its stance on the par-

By Staff Correspondent

liament session. The BNPPP
meet was adjourned on Thurs-
day after most of its members
spoke for continuing their ab-

stention from attending the

arliamen prooeedclgfa “un-
SS a mnmm politi atmo-
sphere was created ",

During a mee on Friday,
BNP Chief Begum a
was quoted as sayln%othat her
party would return wgmrﬂn-
ment uniess the "polluted atmo-
sphere was removed."

The AL Parliamentary
is also due to meet at 3 pm this

afternoon at the Sangsad Bha-
ban.

BNP won't return
to Parliament

BNP started its abstention
on August 30, the
the last session, to press its 14-
point charter of demand includ-
ing proportionate representa-
tion of the party in the JS
committees and withdrawal of

‘political’ cases against its
members

Yeat:r;:lags ‘meeting of the

BAC, a the represen-
tatives of the AL, Jatiya Party

and the Jamaat-e-Islami, de-

cided that the JS session will -
continue till November 16, with

- seven working days.

The meeting, chaired by
. See Page 12 Col 8

day of

‘ the relief well at the Magurch-

well at gas field

nearing end

From Staff Co

SYLHET, Nov 1: Drilling of
et At e g cuing o
pletion an

pleted shortly, said an official
in Moulvibazar district admin-
istration today.

He said, with this, capping of
the mouth of the burnt out gas
well will be completed. Dril
of the relief wel at the
third location in the gas field
area on October 6. Then Occi-
dental, the US company
drilling the gas well, 1 ar-

range drilling of a fresh well at

a nearby location, he added.
Meanwhile, the railway au-
thorities are contemplating to
resume train service through
the old rail track attached to

| the Magurchhara gas field, the

See Page 12 Col 3

‘,.

Police fired tear

uhall to disperse clashing
Smriti Cricket Tournament at the Dhaka Stadium

Sk

rs of Abahani KC an
yesterday. (Story on page 10)

An emergency government
rogramme will be launched
ursday to provide safe drink-
ing water to the people of 200 of
the villages worst affected by
arsenic contamination of
ground water, according to offi-
cial sources.
The programme will cover
areas in 22 south-western dis-
tricts including Khulna, Bager-
hat, Jessore and Kushtia and
some parts of Narayangancji.
Narsingdi, Comilla and Chan
ur where people have been
dentified with "symptoms of
chronic arsenic poisoning."
The programme will serve as

a mndert-:mt, and based on its
experience, a long-term pro-

=

Pilot proj ect in
fight arsenic con

By Naimul Haq

gramme will be formulated to
address the "national disaster”,
declared by the government in

e
307,912 US dollar six-
month Brogramnt. financed
the UNDP, will be implemen
jointly by the Department of
Occupational and Environmen-
tal Health (DOEH) and National
Institute of Prevention and So-
cial Medicine (NIPSOM) with
the help of the Health Direc-
torate, Dhaka Community Hos-
pital local NGOs.

Talking to The Dalily Star
Project irector Dr AZM
Iftikhar Hussain said, "There

are about 1800 confirmed cases

of arsenicosis across the coun-

d Mohammedan SC dung the 13 Damal

.........

— Star photo

200 ﬁﬁages to
tamination

and a | number of people
ti:l’al t districts are in the
risk 61 being contaminated. It is

a very sensitive issue. One
should not nic but urder-
stand the problem."

He said arsinocosis causes

malonosis — a term used to de-
scribe soaring of skin surface
and mucous membrane. The ul-
timate result is tissue mutation
which may cause cancer, but
not in all cases.

"As a matter of fact, ar-
sinocosis starts long before it is
actually visible on the skin. It
affects other organs of the body
before finally appearing on the
skin. There is no treatment for

See Page 12 Col 8

+

Analysis

Speakers at a roundtable
here yesterday stressed the need
for good governance, political
consensus and appropriate pol-
icy making for economic devel-
opment, reports UNB,

They observed that priority
development programmes and
their rapid and timely imple-
mentation are necessary for
achieving the target of poverty
alleviation.

The Centre for Research and
organised the
roundtable on Bangladesh
Economy: Problems and
Prospects at the VIP lounge of
the Jatiya Press Club.

Former finance minister M

Consensus must to solve
economic problems: Saifur

Saifur Rahman said success of
everything in the economy de-
pends on the quality of the gov-
ernance that is vital for devel-
opiment.

He stressed the need for a po-
litical consensus to find out
common grounds for working
to resclve the economic prob-
lems in order to prepare for the
next century.

"But there is a divide in the
nation and unless we bridge the
division in the political arena,
we'll not be able to build a pros-
perous country for our next gen-
eration.”

Saifur called for shunning

See Page 12 Col 7

2027 arsenic
patients found

Some 2,027 people have been
identified as arsenic patients
and about 65 million are at risk
of contamination with the poi-
sonous substance across the
country, reports UNB.

Four of the arsenic patients
have so far died, two from ar-
senic-related cancer, according
to a survey conducted in 23 dis-
tricts of the country.

This was disclosed at a press
conference in the city organised
by Dhaka Community Hospital
Trust yesterday.

Trustee Chairman Dr Quazi
Quamruzzaman, Arsenic Spe-
cialist of Jadab University
in Calcutta r Dipankar
Chakrabarty and Dr Saifur [s-
lam spoke at the conference.

CHITTAGONG. Oct 31: Bang-
ladesh tea %mwers this year
minted windfall profit as prices
of tea and its export marked
tremendous increase against
the backdrop of shortfall in
Eluha] production, officials and
rokers said.

Chairman of Bangladeshiya
Cha Sangsad Qamrul Islam
Chowdhury, talking to this cor-
respondent. said. "Tea market
this season is very hot and
growers have made money be-
yond expectation, no doubf, but

such type of chance came after a
decade.”

From Nurul Alam

“Earlier, from 1983 to '96, we
did not see such a good price in’
the auction markets while most
of the tea producers had to
reach the %reak-even point
somehow or struggle for sur-
vival." Qamrul said He said the
‘extra money”' made by tea
growers would naturally help
them go for fresh investment in
their gardens to raise the qual-
ity of ylelds. as tea is a long-
term capital intensive sector

‘During the past few years,
some tea growers even incurred
losses as cost of production was

high, rising beyond Tk 50 per

Tea growers make a windfall |
as global output falls

kg." said Qamrul who is also
General Manager of the British
owned James Finlay

h V:I:hg 2] tea gardens in m
2 E
1 .

Chairman of state-owned
adesh Tea Board, Brig
Mokbul Haider said, "The

producers really earned
profit this time and | wish
surplus money will be uti-
lized by them in the field and in

the fac to improve quality
and Dtgltlﬂnn-“

owever. it is a very
sign for our tea Inul:h.ut.rﬁ‘:‘{'l
See Page 12 Col 6

tea

Dainik Bangla,
Times cease
publication

Thirty , three-year-old
Dainik Bangla and 10 years
younger Bangladesh Times
g= their Bllcatlnn yester-

y. reports :

Dhaka district administra-
tion asked for ding the
publication of the two papers
run government-owned
Times-Bangla Trust.

An assistant distgict magis-
trate sent a notice to this end
last night, said journalists and
employees of the dailies.

Our Staff Correspondent
adds. Power lines to the Dainik
Banfla and the Bangladesh
Times newspapers were cut by
Dhaka Electric Supply Authori-
ties (DSEA) at 7:15 pm yesterday
preventing publication of the

See Page 12 Col 4

KCC, RCC mayors
urge TV to telecast
their interviews
‘correctly’

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 1: The mayors
of Khulna and Rajshahi City
Corporations have urged the
BT{P‘;uthuﬂti:s t6 lecast
their interviews correctly with-
out any political motive.

They alleged that the inter-
view earlier taken for BTV by
Abed Khan was wrongly pre-
sented on October 28.

Condemning the interview-
er's 'political motive’, the two
mayors observed "none had any
%t to put the neutrality of

on question mark by twist-
ing the truth.”

In a joint press conference at
Khulna Press Club this evening,
Mayor of Khulna Sk Tayebur
Ragman and Mayor of Rajshahi
Mizanur Rahman Minu bitterly
criticised all the of the

See Page 12Col 5

Rebels kill 10

in Manipur

NEW DELHI, Nov 1: Rebels in
India's remote, fractious north-
east ambushed a convoy of sol-
diers today and killed 10 in a
.ncwu l.gent : tcpartedmllﬂ AP "

r : :

Press T?utt of India,
unnamed t ials,
said the attack took place near
the Hnn!l r state cgpiilln_l of
miles) east of New Delhi.

The sources could not say
whether any militants had been
hurt. The attackers escaped into
the jungles before rnment
reinforcements reached the
site.

rrespondent

to be com--

Huge layer of granite

struck but its

viability now being questioned

_ By;%hmar Khan, back from Maddhyapara

. The North Korean mine

erators have struck a 'virt

infinite layer of granite' at the
Maddhyapara Hard Rock Min-
Project (MHRMP) site in Di-
najpur at a depth of 167 metres,
but the authorities in Dhaka

are now questioning viability'

of the project.

According to project offi-

cials, Tk 245 crore has already
been spent and 31 per cent of the
project work has been com-

The mine operators, who
consider it "a gold mine" be-
cause of the uality of rock
and its pro

two shafts simul-
taneously to reach .a target
depth of 314 to 370 metres.

"These extracted hard rocks
are by-products of the mine. But
we can sell it from June in hun-
dreds of tons and help the gov-
ernment recover part of the to-
tal project cost", General Man-
ager of MHRMP Magqgbul-E-

ahi said.

From June next year,
MHRMP would start producing
300 tons of hard rock — but no
arrangement has been made so
far to ensure transportation of
the minerals by road or rail-
way. If the transportation prob-
lem is not solved in time, the
project will suffer heavily, offi-

s said.

Imlementatinn of the
MHRMP has already suffered
due to an 18-month y in en-

suring power supply to the re-

mote Maddhyapara area, selec-

tion of consultant and con- '

struction of roads for ca.nl-__ylrmg
heavy mining equipment there.
Power au&ply was ensured only
last month.

According to official docu-
ments, the Annual Develop-
ment Programme (ADP) alloca-
tion for this d-l‘)roject this year
has not been disbursed. As per a
revised Project Proforma, Tk
270 million is required for un-

~ interrupted implementation of

the project.

Last month, a five-member

committee headed by the Fi-
nance Secre

review viability of the project.

This committee was formed - .

when Eerﬁ;igeﬂﬂil!w Pro-

tary was set up to

1000 refugees to return |

a day from Nov 21

From Reaz Ahmad

KHAGRACHHARI, Nov 1: All

tions have been made in
this southern hill district for
the repatriation of Chakma
Sfugu:a from the Indian state

Tripura, expected to b@n on
November 21.

According to the district
administration, arrangements
llll';:nhem made to receive some

] returnees :

The 7th rovee] of or eee talics
between the National Commit-
tee on Chit Hill Tracts
(NCCHT) and the Parbattya
Chatt amsa‘i!agt S
Samity : a
of Shantibahini, is achP;lxuled to
be held in Dhaka on November
16. At the tllg a . treaty is
expected to be signed between
the parties, ending decades-old

lrm in the l-l'l".ﬂlf
to a grou news-
men this afternoon Et his resi-
dence, ty Commissioner of
Khagrachhari Mohammad Is-
mail said the will come
through 'Kathalchhari-Ram-
garh’ and ‘Tabalchhari-Mati-
' border routes. .
home durin

g fArst
March 28 to April 17.

of repatriation tlﬂ; year

There still remains 33,000
refugees in five camps in

au_

.Cofpe a commonp
glon.

Amarpur and another 10,000 in
Sabroom in Tripura, district of-
ficials said.

The DC said the administra-
tion and community leaders are
putting in their best efforts to
clear any confusion or misgiv-
ing among the people. He in-
formed that on October 10,
some 700 people representing
various communities attended
a meeting convened by him at
the town hall here. Both tribal
headmen and chairmen and
members of 'Cluster villages' at-
tend the meeting and spoke in
favour of an "enduring peace,”
the DC said.

The districts population is
about four lakh.

Meanwhile, some leaders of
various opposition political
parties also had a meeting re-
cently with the DC. They ex-

their doubt over various
g issues like fate of Bengalee
settlers, presence of army and
the issue of autonomy.

The DC claimed that as the
expected date of signing of the
treaty is nearing, 'peace’ has be-
in the re-

r!e;orted from part of
was any o
the distriet in recent days, he
added.

Of the four lakh people in the

See Page 12 Col 8

‘ter parliamernt pas

Aid Group meet on Tuesday

Kibria cautions against
dramatic expectation

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria yesterday cautioned
against a dramatic exgectaunn
from the coming Aid Group
meeting in Dhaka because of
the changed circumstances in
the world aid scenario, reports
UNB.

“The equations. based on
which the developed countries
and donor agencies made com-
mitments earlier, exist no
more.” he told newsmen in the
afternoon. “We are hoping to
maintain a steady level this
year."

Taking part in a discussion
with members of Economic Re-

ers Forum (ERF) ahead of
he Aid Club meeting, the fi-

nance minister said the gov-
ernment would mainly focus on
two things while scel{lng fresh
commitment this year.

These are: Development of
infrastructure and capacity
building of the state-machin-
ery.
l.:’Fl".illztria said the country
needs huge amount of foreign
assistance for both kinds of in-
frastructures — physical and
social — because it does not
have enough money to invest in
the sectors.

The minister said he would
make an o statement just
at the of the two-day
meeting on Tuesday and would

See Page 12 Col 3

Marma students.
for peaceful
co-existence of
tribals, non-tribals

KHAGRACHHARI, Nov 1:
Speakers at a conference,
marking the 8th founding an-
niversary of Bangladesh
Marma Students' Council, here
yesterday called for peaceful co-
existence of both tribals and
non-tribals in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts, reports UNB.

KalFaranjan Chakma MP
formally ina ated the con-

ference as chief guest while

‘Mong Circle Raja Raila Pru

Chowdhury was present as spe-
cial guest.
See Page 12 Col 6

Pakistan names

5 new judges

ISLAMABAD, Nov 1: The
Pakistani tFmrm'nmtnt named
five new ju ges today to expand
the country's Supreme Court,
han victory to Chief Justice
Sajjad Ali Shah in a bitter legal
row with Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, reports Reuter.

The appointment of the
judges, promoted from provin-
cial Courts, was conﬂrmedaf

President Farooq :?m _
ry2 a gov-
or-
the top court's

ernment-sponsored bill

mally setting
stren at 17,

All five were nominated by
Justice Shah for promotion in
August but Sharif's refusal to
implement the recommenda-

See Page 12 Col 6

Goods worth
Tk 27 lakh
seized at ZIA

The customs surveillance
team at Zia International Air-
port seized goods, including
computer parts, watches,
medicine, cosmetics, 2299
grams of gold ornaments and 50
Fnld bars worth about Tk 27
akh from three passengers on
Friday night, reports BSS,

Sources at the surveillance
teamn said the passengers were
returning from Calcutta. Saudi
Arabia and Singapore respec-

tlvgl!ﬁ.
e surveillance team seized
the guods and gold ornaments

as they were crossing the
and red channel of the rt
without declaring the goods or

gold.

Great News for Parents ! !

Hurdco International Schoel, which imparts quality education, announces
with great pleasure that no admission fees or any fees other than monthly tuition
fees will be charged from the first 50 students to be admitted for the academic year
1998. This facility is available on first come first serve basis . Admission is going
on and you can avail of this oppourtunity provided you are on time.

Facilities include :

Playground

Transport is available

* % % & = * » »

Bandhara.

Art. music & cultural activities

Small number of students in each class (max 20)
Individualized attention to students by qualified, experienced teachers
Ensures that no private tutors will be required for your son/daughter

Pleasant environment (tidy compound & air-conditioned class-rooms)

Main campus on 6 bighas of land with more facilities is under construction near

Prof. M.R Ali,Ph.D (London), C.Psychol. ,FBPsS FIM(U K), former Professor and
Chairman, Dept. Of Psychology, University of Dhaka, having education o
background in England and teaching experience abroad, is the Founder-Principal

of the school.

Please contact :

Hurdco International School

House No.4B,Road No. 94

Guishan-2,Dhaka-1212 [ Opposite to Saudi Embassy}
Phone : 883240, FAX : 9886812



