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Arabs callLfor restJraint

UNSC weighs next step in

UNITED NATIONS. Oct 31
Iraq is warning it i1s ready for
“military conlrontation™ over
its move to expel US arms in-
spectors. Meanwhile, Washing-
ton and its are weigh-
ing options. including new
sanctions. to force Baghdad to
back down, reports AP.

Iraq escalated its confronta-
tion with the United Nations on
Thursday, barring two Ameri-
can mgmbtn of the UN

weapons inspection team. who
arrived aboard a UN plane
from Bahrain.

The Iragis have given the 10
Baghdad-based Americans on
the 40-member team
one week to leave country.
The Security Council has
warned of "serious

D | SRR

The 15-member Security
Council was to meet again today
to out how to re-

to try
spond to the Iragi challenge.

face of Iraqi defiance

US officials believe Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein s move to
fﬂ rid of the American inspec-

ors was spurred by divisions
that emerged in the council last
week.

Five members — France,
Russia, Egypt, China and Ken
- had refused to support a US-
British resolution to slap a
travel ban on Iraqi officials for
failing to cooperate with the

EE., certainly think that any
time that the council's unanim-
ity is questioned, that Iraq has
made a habit of trying to ex-

this of develo t.”
gﬂ::t Depalyrtmcnt upuﬂcsman

James Rubin said.
On Thursday, however, Rus-

sian First Deputy Foreign Min-

ister Ivanov summoned
the Iraqi ambassador and
warmed t Moscow did not

support the "Inadmissible re-
strictions” imposed on the

weapons inspectors.
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2 sentenced to death in E

court Thursday sentenced
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from Cairo.

Farahat Abu El-Ela and his brother Mahmoud had

fourists ‘and damaging

terrorism.

At the start of the trial that

of premeditated murder, at
economy through violence an

began on Oct 14, Saber El-Ela

said his only regret was that the victims of the Sept 18 attack in
central Cairo had not been Jews.

all sides in Northern Ireland to

%&l&m Cl:;emguins Ireland visit:

il rged
take risks for
Thursday that United
in the AP

and sed Ireland’'s

government on
would remain deeply involved

reports from Dublin,
The wife of President Bill Clinton arrived Thursday night

for a short visit and will be in Northern Ireland on Friday.

"I'd like to hi

tomorrow in ast: com

two themes on this short visit here and

se and reconciliation.” Mrs.

Clinton told Prime Minister Bertie Ahern and a crowd of

dignitaries at Dublin Castle.

30 drown as boat sinks in China:

Thi villagers hired to dig a grave drowned when their
overr}zlded wooden boat slagnk !gnr a reservoir in southern

province, AP reports from Beijing.
ﬂ:udjultutuut mlyWednémyforﬂl:

The
side of

ite
en the

near east of Hong Kong,
boat sank about zum du?:hnre. thﬂmal newspaper

heng Evening News said in a

report. A boat man-

Y
aﬁummﬂy 11 people from the 14-meter-deep water, the

report said.

32 buried in Chinese mine blast:

A powerful gas

osion inside a coal mine in central China

has left 32 people Tried and presumed dead, AP reports from

ﬁf '.hlalt at | Pingdi

ng
Henan Yncc. occu
was nperltm;niﬁ:egﬂ

an, a major coal mining area in
just after mid
Evening News said in a
and most of the miners were untrained

night on Saturday. the
. The mine

migrants from nearby provinces, the report said.

éw{ﬁhan bandits kill 8 in Iran:

ranian vi
attack an

Tehran.

The daily Kayhan
Iranian vill
the Iran-Afghan border.

Amnrm to the state-run pa

were killed this week in a cross-border
group of Afghans su

an Iranian newspaper reported

by the Taliban,

Thursday, says AFP from

said the attack took place in the eastern
of Chahak, near Rotbat-Jam, some 15 km from

per. the intruders were "armed

its supported by the Taliban.” It gave no reasons

for the attack.

élmsoldiers killed in Seneg?l:

Senegalese soldiers and 80

tist rebels wer€ killed

in Casamance in the last two days during flerce fighting
between the two sides that was ongoing Thursday, authorities

said, AFP s from Dakar.
The fighting was taking

main cit

rebels.

place southeast
in southern Casamance and a stronghold of the
region was over run by the army last week.

of Ziguinchor. the

in Yemen: vemeni

E‘lt{-sm m an m and released a Hriton on

Thursday while

tribe’'s custody, officials said, AP repo

r Russian captives spent the ninth day in a

rts from Son'a .

Each case involved a different Yemeni tribe. At least 30
tourists have been kidnapped in Yemen this year. but all have

been released unharmed.

court jailed a French nuclear physicist for nine years on

Thur
nuclear tests to Soviet
Francis T

ay for delivering top secret documents on France's
spies, Reuters
e, 40, admitted passing

reports from Paris.
on documents but

said he did not realise he was working for the Soviet Union.

He was convicted of p

and delivering about 100

hotocopyi
documents to Soviet agents in 1989-90 while working at
France's atomic energy commission.

China, Vietnam to open road traffic:

Vietnamese and Chinese officials are expected to formally open

more than a dozen land border crossings

cargo

to a
traffic, official media reported Friday, AP reports irnm Hanoi.

The two countries have been working to imp

rove relations

along their once-tense border — the site of a brief war in 1979.

EE

meﬂnﬂxjr:mﬂcrmdng
in the past for

ts. only six had been offi-

Russian Foreign Minister
Yevgeny Primakov. who has
close ties with Saddam, assured
Secretary, of State Madeleine
Albright in a telephone conver-
sation that "Ira?h:annut pick
and choose who inspectors
are,” Rubin said.

Despite the international
pressure, Iraq remained defi-
ant.

Meanwhile, six years after
the Gulf War, few if"any Arab
countries would back an-
other attack on a fellow Arab
nation. While Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein is not well
-liked in the Arab world, the
UN sanctions and the hardships
they have caused are even less

popular.

The White House has warned
that it will "carry out the will of
the international community.
but many Arab officials have

urged restraint.

“Gunmen attack

Shi’ite mosque in

Karachi: 1 dead

KARACHI, Oct 31: Gunmen

spra bullets at a Shi'ite
uslim mosque killing one el-

derly cleric and Injurlﬁ% his
companion, police officials
said ay. AP.

The attack late on Thursday
occurred outside the Shi'ite
mosque, Imam Bar Kauser
in Karachi's troubled Orangi
district.

The Tﬁl:rycar-uld cleric, S
Shamim Hasan Kazi, died im-
mediately, according to police.

No one has claimed respon-
sibility for the attack. the first
assault on a ue in one
year. Police officials, who
wouldn't be identified, sus-

rival Sunni Muslims.

"It was religiously moti-
vated,” said Hasan Turabi. a
Shi'ite Muslim leader. He
blamed the militant Sunni
group known as the Guardians
of the Friends of the Prophet.

"We have told the who

the culprits are, but they won't
do nny'gtl'ng.“ said Turabi,

__1_3th death anniversary

India pays
homage to

Indira

NEW DELHI. Oct 31: Presi-
dent KR Narayanan, Vice-Pres-

| ident Krishan Kant and Prime
¢ Minister IK Gujral, led the na-

tion in
Prime
at Shakti Sthal here on her
13th death anniversary today,
reports PT1.

While devotional music of
Pandit Jasraj mingled with the
morning stiliness, a stream of

le, including former Prime
inister PV Narasimha Rao,
Sonia Gandhi. Priyanka. for-
mer ministers and Congress
workers offered flowers at the
Samadhi.

The Indira Gandhi Memo-

rial Trust nlalm.lcd a function
at No 1, Safdarjung Road, the
official residence of the late
leader. 1t was attended by the
president, the vice-president,
the prime minister., former
resident Dr Shanker Dayal
harma. Congress president
Sitaram Kesri and a host of
other sentor leaders.

aying hom to late

Pinochet’s
successor
selected

SANTIAGO, Chile, Oct 31:
Chile's president chose a widely
respecied career officer Thurs-
day to succeed former military
dictator Gen Augusto Pinochet
as army commander in chiel,
reports AP

Gen Ricardo lzurieta, 54, was
chosen for a list of five finalists
presented by Pinochet, who
must step down as army chief in
March almost 25 in

wer. The appointment of

rieta, who is considered non-
litical, was hailed by foes of
nochet.

Defence Minister Edmundo
Perez made the announcement
as a clearly moved Pinochet, 81,
stood behind him. The ch
will take place on March 10,
one day before the deadline for
Pinochet's retirement set in the
constitution written by his
1973-90 milit regime,

Izurieta, a former military
attache to the United States and
Ilratcl. among u:]hcr military
posis, is curren the arm
chief of staff. 4 4

inister Indira Gandhi-

ovill resume in the

Israeli-Palestinian talks
to resume Monday

WASHINGTON, Oct 31: The
United States sald on Thursday
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks
ashington
area next Monday after a delay
for consultations within the Is-
raeli government, reports
““'The US State Depart

e tate ment,
which early this week showed
impatience with the de-

ys, said on Thursday Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and Palestinian Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat had agreed
to the new schedule for peace

talks.

“The are scheduled
to take place next Monday and
we hope that all the are
prepared to n:g[t;t ate seri-
ously.” State Department
spokesman James said.

Foreign Minister David Levy
will r?pr:uent Israel at the
talks, senior PLO nego-
tiator Mahmoud Abbas, also
known as Abu Mazen, for the
Palestinians, he added. '

ol e
0 meant to s
this m};t but the Israeli gov-

-ernment took days to agree on

A— =

how broad a mandate Levy
should have.

AP adds from Ramallah:
Yasser Arafat's Cabinet agreed
Thursday to attend peace talks
with Israel is Washington next
week, despite doubts about Is-
rael's intention to hand over
more West Bank land, officials
said.

Palestinian C'.lblneiél lﬂﬂ':i;
ters, who spoke on con
anonymity, said they decided
after a six-hour debate to attend
the talks. ' :

US pressing Israel to hand

over 10pc of West Bank

Meanwhile, the United
States is pressing Israel to give
the Palestinians another 10 per
ceit of the West Bank and
commit to a starting date for a
troop pullback during US-
hosted peace talks next week,

Israeli nmpagerﬂ said Friday.
The United States appears to
be siding with the Palestinians
who say the scope of the Israeli
loyment in the West Bank
nl;]ul: be the key issue in the

"Opposition must not be ruled out of plot’

More people involved in

coup attempt : Chiluba

LUSAKA, Oct 31: Zambian
President Frederick Chiluba
said on Thursday more people
were involved in a coup attempt

nst his nt earlier

is week, and a top official
said the tion must not be
ruled out of the plot. reports
Reuter. .

State radio and television
said the Zambian leader had
told su who marched to
his official state house that the
government was still investi-

the att t some ju-
gating the attempt by J

nior army officers to

him on Tuesday.

"The information we are get-

ting is that more were

involved,” he said, "just hours

after the United States and

Zambian opposition leaders

called on him not to use the.

foiled coup to crack down on his

iR

wﬂhﬂuht euclnne:u:I:!lymn'h:r&r
on W 3

the t has arrested at

least 17 people suspected to

days before the coup attempt by
Chiluba's arch-rival, former
ent Kenneth Kaunda, that
bia's political situation
was “explosive” Wina told the
dent on Thursday their in-
volvement could not be ruled
out.

State radio said Wina, ad-
dressing cadres at State
House after a march to de-
nounce the coup. had “wamed
that the opposition must not be
let free”.

The United States con-
demned the coup in a
statement on ursday but

the Zambian government
to use it to at its oppo-
nents or to whittle down human

rights.

"We urge the Zambian -
ernment to respect the rule of
law, and to guarantee the pro-
tection of uﬂmnﬂym-
nﬂr@u of those in s
it )

State radio also quoted re-
tired General alimba

have the coup. He gave  Masheke, chairman of Kaun-

no indication of any new ar- da's United National Indepen-

rests on Thursday. dence (UNIP), as uﬂnﬁ
The president hll“ ma?u;]: the state of emergency —

does not suspect the oppo » gives the state sweeping powers

but the chairman of his ruling of detention and to regulate

Movement for Hulltti-pawrty litical activity h_ was aimed at

Democracy (MMD), Sikota Win undermining the o tion.

a thought otherwise. They mnylnﬁ o get us,”
Citing a statement rhade juse oy © T T i?:
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President Clinton listens tu_St.arbnght Chairman, director
Steven Spielberg, at the Children's Hospital National

Medical Centre in Washington Thursday during a
demonstration of Starlight World, an online computer
network that links seriously ill children in hospitals across
the country. Vice-President Gore is at left.

— AP/UNB photo

Lankan army reshuffle top_

generals for major battle

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, Oct
31: The Sri Lankan Army has
reshuffled top field comman-
ders to prepare for what it ex-
pects will be a decisive battle in
the war against Tamil guerillas,
a ncw;gaper sald Friday, re-

5

. It has assigned battle-tested
generals to replace the com-
mander in charge of the 5-
month-old cam to capture
the main road in the rebel-held
north, and the officers leadi
the three divisions spearhead-
ing the campaign. The Island
per said.

Maj Gen Srilal Weerasooriya

has succeeded Maj Gen. Aso

Jayawardhana as the comman-
der in charge.

On Thursday, Deputy De-
fence Minister Anu ha Rat-
watte said a decisive offensive
would be launched soon to fi-
nally defeat the Tamil Tiger

uerillas after 14 years of war-
are. He didn't give details.

“We have completed 90 per
cent of oyr work,” said Rat-
watte, the government official
in charge of the war. He was
speaking to the Foreign Core-
spondents’ Association.

"The mment is worki
toward makin the L
(Tamil rebels) a non of

the past,” he :
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Chinese President Jiang Zemin, left, receives a bowl from Philadelphia Mayor Ed Rendell

in Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Thursday. Jiang's trip to Philadelphia included stops
at Drexel University and the University of Pennsylvania.

Jiang promises to broaden

— AP/UNB photo

-

democracy in Ghina

WASHINGTON. Oct 31: Chi-

nese President Jia Zemin
promised Thursday to den
democracy in China and run
the coun ACCo to the

rule of law, reports .

"We will further enlarge
democracy, run the state ac-
cording to law, and turn China
into a Socialist country ruled
by law.,” he said in a .

"We believe that without
democracy there can be no

modernisation. We will ensure

that our people hold democratic
elections, make policy decision
democratically, carry out
democratic management and
supervision and enjoy exten-
sive and 5
China's idea of democracy is
sharply from Wes
ideas and C leaders often
assert that their country is al-
under democratic rule.

Asia Society at the

ered by
downtown Ana Hotel after a

l_t;gchmn of filet mignon and

summit with US President Bill
Clinton Wednesday
“yielded important achieve-
ments” and marked a new be-
ginning in US-China ties.

e said his White House

“Yesterday President Clinton

and | held talks whese we had

an in-depth exchange of views

had

on how to establish a
constructive and strategic -
nership between China and the
United States oriented towards
the 21st " he said.

“The ylelded impor-
tant achievements. Thﬁs marl;s
a beginning in the estab-
1lis nt and development of
such a ership,” the 71-
year-old Chinese leader said.

Reuter adds: President Jiang
Zemin flatly rejected US criti-
cism of China's human rights
on Thursday, saying jailed reli-
gious figures were law-breakers
and the people of Tibet lived in
"ha and contentment.”

n a spirited debate with
mqnbersh g Congress and a
speech to Asian experts, Jiang,
on a nine-day US tour includin
a summit with President Bil
Clinton, said China would ex-
pand economic and political
openness within its Cornmunist

system.
While and denial over
human rights abuses dominated

the day's events, there were
signs that economic and
Fo itical relations were being
ostered on the first state visit
since relations were chilled by
the 1989 Tiananmen crack-
down.

Clinton's national aecurw
adviser Sandy Berger said: "We
have widespread interests in

common with Chird, ‘whether °

OfT the Record

White House haunted?

-~ WASHINGTON: Do
ple think so,
"There are,

haunt the White House? Some peo-
at Halloween,
time to time,

reports Reuter.

reports that the White House is

haunted.” White House spokesman Mike McCurry told reporters
Thursday. a day before the annual holiday.
He saild the hauntings are said to include "mysterious ap-

ances of figures from history

" and that there are "tales and

nds of a former White House usher, now dead, who appears

from time to time.”

Stories about White House gh
Many of them revolve around

Osls are

legendary.
President Abraham Lincoln,

the melancholy man who lost a son while living there and was

assassinated.

d has it that British leader Winston Churchill would

not

eep in the Lincoln bedroonr because it was haunted. Lin-
coln used the room as his office. It is now a

ar guest room.

"A hlgl};egerttntagc of people who work here won't go in the

Lincoln
Capricia Marshall.

room." said the White House social secretary,

he said that in the last few years, there was an usher who
went into the room to turn out the lights.
"When he went down the hallway, he turned around again

and the light was back on
Some peop

Adams. wife of the country's second
laundry In the White

t toh
did muahg‘m alive.

again," she said.
le have sworn they have seen the ghost of Abigalil

resident James Adams,
ouse East Room like she

Life emulates Mithun's
celluloid role!

CALCUTTA: Bollywood su

saviour in man

perstar Mithun Chakraborty
of his films,

. who

t soon emulate his

gthukﬂd roles in real life by adopting an abandoned girl child.

PT1

Mithun was expected to fly into the city yesterday along
actress wife Yogeeta Bali to complete legal

with
formalities for

the baby, who was found uncared for in a garbage °

vat at a bus stop on VIP Road in

to plan, she would undertake a fligh
to the film star's residence at
ficials of the Sreebhumi Sporting

last Friday.
If all goes according

the
nur home
of the Daffodil Nursi

The was f Wra

"ghcnglufmrmdhcﬂthy.nm
Home, A B
in a plastic
who was attracted by the sound of her cries. S

eastern fringes of the city

t of
Ooty today, according to of-
Club, who are now bearing all

expenses of the child admitted in a deluxe cabin in a local

lovable,” said the manager

hakra ;
et by a local youth
was brought to

the nursing home by the club members.

that's preventing war in Korea,
trying to deal with the envi-
ronment, trying to stop the
spread of nuclear weapons.”
House of Representatives
Speaker Newt Gingrich, who
castigated Jiang on the rights

issue at a breakfast for him in
Congress, later said: "The
framework of a peaceful evolu-
tion of this relationship is
there.”

In a deal timed to coincide
with the summit, Chinese offi-
cials signed a 3 billion dollar
order for 50 jets made by Boeing
Co, the biggest ever Chinese
planes order. And the US nu-
clear industry was glowing with
optimism after an agreement
whereby Clinton will allow ex-
ports of US nuclear energy
equipment to China in return
for assurances that Beijing will
have no more nuclear coopera-
tion with Iran.

Reflecting suspicions over
Chinese promises, however,
State Department spokesman
James Rubin said. "We're in
trust-but-verify mode" and said
the agreement would be put at
risk if Beijing failed to meet its
pledge.

- At the breakfast meeting
Jiang heard a catalog of com-
plaints about abuse of jailed
dissjdents, religious pergsecp-
tion. forced abortion and nu-.
cléaY proMferation. ' 1o o

ek

India, Fiji to
reestablish ties

SUVA, Fiji, Oct 31: India will
reestablish diplomatic ties with
Fiji as soon as repairs to India
House in Suva are completed,
Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka said Friday, reports AP.

Rabuka said Indian Prime
Minister Indar Kumar Gujral
reassured him of the move at
the Edlnhur]gh meeting of
Commonwealth leaders.
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Miss Australia, Laura Csor-
tan, during a news confer-
ence Thursday at London's
Hilton Hotel where all the
Miss World contestants
gathered before the finals,
scheduled to be held in the
Seychelles on Nov 22.
— AP/UNB photo

Mars Pathfinder

mission to end

next week

PASADENA. California, Oct
31: The Mars Pathfinder mis-
sion. described as the most suc-
cessf! ___.p1anetary 3rujcc-t
ever, will nfﬁcially end next
week, space offictals said on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Communications with the
Pathfinder lander and the Mars
rover rner ceased on t
27 and all attempts (o reestab-
lish contact since then had
failed. project manager Brian
Muirhead said

Signals would continue to be
sent to the craft in order to try
to get them to "call home " until
Nov 4 — exactly four months
since the landing on the red
planet — after which the mis-
sion would be declared offi-
cially ended, he said.

A worker holds new Kalashnikov submachine guns before
they are checked at the machine-building works producing
the famous AK assault rifles in the Ural Mountains city of
Izhevsk on Wednesday. The works is going to celebrate
the 50th anniversary since the first of 70 million AK-47s
went into production and the 78th birthday of Mikhail

Kalashnikov on Nov 10 — AP/UNB photo

India enters an era of coalition gouts :

NEW DELHI, Oct 31: India's
major parties are finally ac-
cepting that India has entered
an era of coalition govern-
ments, analysts say. reports
AFP.

They say the Congress (I
Party and the Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP,
Indian People's Party), India's
two largest parties, will only be
able to return to power as part
of alliances.

Political commentator Ma-
hesh Rangarajan. speaking af-
ter India's fragile minority
coalition emerged from its lat
es! political crisis. around that
multi-party government would
be good for India.

e sald Congress, the party
of Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira
Gandhi, had dominated Indian

litics almost uninterrupted

| since 1847 but added: "Coali-

tions will be good for India, as

single party rule did not benefit
is for long.

"Coalitions are the only way
out, as the Congress base in the
country s eroded.”

“They will not, in the near
future, be able to put together a
single-party government. The
BJP's case |s the same. Both of
them need other parties to sur-
vive.”

India is currently ruled by
the United Front, a coalition of
more than a dozen desperate
left-wing and centre parties. It
has survived for six months
with the parliamentary back-
ing of the Congress.

A previous United Front
coalition collapsed after 11
months when the Congress
withdrew its support in an
abortive attempt to launch its
own coalition.

The current Front. led by
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral, has struggled through a
series of crises.

The latest came last week
when it successfully fought off
demands from within its won
ranks and from the Congress to
sack a BJP state llHw;:m':rm'nul:nt
following bribery tions.
ajan said: e coali-
iment is continui
and it is a positive sign tha
about 14 es can work to-
gether democratically.

have not blundered in
major policy decisions, even
t there have been a lot of
different on all the is-
sues. This is learning curve for
the coalition and it is good for

. of Cen-

tral Asian Studies, at New Del-
hi's Jawaharial Nehru Univer-

tion

sity. said the weakness of the
current coalition had not
shaken his faith in alllances.

"May faith in the coalition
remains.” he said. "If the I:re-
sent ment fails, it will be
mainly because there are too
many parties in it — 14 parties
are {oo many for any coalition
to handle.”

“In the future, there will be
new al ts and things will
stabilise for the muntr{."

He predicted that, "over
time." the Congress, which has
seen its share of the popular
vote fall steadily since the ear
1980s and the BJP would fi
common ground with newly-

emerging regional les. thus
plﬂngnfht way lor stronger
coalition

nts.
Indian politics in recent
years has seen the proliferation

of regional parties and groups

Analysts

representing specific interest

oups., like the underprivi-
Fr castes at the bottom of the
Hindu social hierarchy.

Their growth has eaten away
at Congress' traditional domi-
nance. While hampering the
BJP's hopes of extending its
support from the northern
“Hindi belt.”

SD Muni, a political com-
mentator and academic, said.
Congress and the BJP, a right-
wing party accused by most
other political groups of a divi-
sive religious agenda, would
have to "adapt to coalitions,”

He added: “They are new lo
earn this technique but will
have to learn, there is no choice
left.

“The social polity is so frag-
mented that one cannot have a

tical structure which is co-

¢



