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BNP won't join
Speaker’s
luncheon

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has decided not to join
today's luncheon to be hosted by
Speaker Humayun Rashid Cho-

The ‘Spuker on Thursda
invited some leaders of the rul-

ingﬁnnﬂl.uﬁeam
tion BNP for a launch y to
forge a negotiation between the

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday BNP mu:g gen-
AhtLl_ Mannan Bhuiyan

party's 14-point charter ol de-
mand.
mﬂﬁ? has been a o
int

cecdinp;:tﬁi ttll::::g parliam:pr;
since 30. the ina ral
day of last session of the
Jatiya :

Its 14-point demand include

See Page 12 Col 1

JSD factions
reunite
By Staff Correspondent
Two factions of the J
Dal (JSD) led
Minister ASM Abdur

Rob Hasanul Huq Inu got
reunited yesterday after 13

years. _
The announcement of the

merger was made at a press con-
ference hﬂ;&h; Ramna
Restaurant yesterday
evening. Several thousand JSD
activists were present on the oc-
casion.

See Page 12 Col 6

Chairman murder:
2 held in Natore
From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Oct 31: Police to-
day arrested two persons in
connection with the murder of
Zahid Hossain Mukul, chair-
man of No 5 Bipra Belgharia

Union Parishad.
The arrested are Md

persons
Aminul Islam Biddut, joint sec-
retary of the Sadar thana unit
of adesh Chhatra League
an-Awami League activist, po-
lice said. e
Meanwhile Md Ruhul Amin
Biplop. dent of the Sadar
thana and its secre-
tary Sohanur Rahman Sohel in
a joint statement claimed that
the arrested ns were not
involved in the murder. They
demanded unconditional re-
lease of the two persons.

UP chairman
murder news

not correct

By Staff Correspondent

The news item headlined 'UP
chairman murdered in Ra-
shahi' on the front page of The
aily Star yesterday was not
based on facts. Our Natore cor-
:':Ia ndent filed the report
thout get it confi
Rajshahi pnluﬁ-g: %%
dmlimw SP of Rajshand
Ra hi
and t‘l!u: chairman of Bnn'!:nlr
Union Parishad in Puthia
thana (not Charghat thana as
reported), Sultan Ahmed, said
the report was unfounded.
The wrong information is
regretted and action is being

en against the corespondent
concerned.

The Baily Btar

the internet
http//www.dailystarnews.com
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Disclosure of draft CHT
treaty may create
complications: PM

Prime Minister

the contents of the e ted
might
"complications.”
"Usually, in this ty
treaty, if we really mean
Nness,

usi-

tions. Wait and see,” Hasina
told newsmen at a
ence held at her official resi-
dence, Gonabhavan, last night.

The press conference fol-
lowed the Prime Minister's re-
turn home yesterday after at-
tending the 54-nation Com-
monwealth Heads of Govern-
ment's Meeting (CHOGM) in

. UK.
me Minister replied

The

Sheikh
Hasina has said disclosure of

Km‘:c treaty on Chittagong Hill
acts (CHT) create

ing can't be dis-
 closed. It may create complica-

confer-

‘of

By Staff Correspondent

to a volley of questions, ?vlng
an :Inhgat: qrcsumc of her
eight-day visit.
” She also renewed her call to
the major opposition party,
BNP, l'.gl atte:;”él the Fatij?ra
Sangsad session that begins
tomofrow and expressed the
hope that parliamentary stand-
ing committees would be
formed in the co session.
On the much talked about
peace treaty between the Na-
tional Committee on CHT
(NCCHT) and the Parbattya
Chhagram Janasanghati
Samity (PCJSS), the Prime
Minister said, "After signing of
the treaty, we will place it on
the floor of the parliament for
discussion but, not before the

T ———

"

Prime Migister Sheikh Has

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP). the biggest opposi-
tion party ever in our parlia-
mentary history, has been boy-
cotting the sessions of the par-
liament since August 20, '97,
Indications are that it will boy-
cott the current session too. Our
considered tion is that, re-
gardless ol what the ruling
party does BNP should retumn to
the House and use it to air its
grievances not only for this
session but for the full duration
of its term. The reasons are
simple and straightforward.

First, the parliament DOES
NOT BELONG TO THE RULING
PARTY BUT TO THE PEOPLE.
Boycotting the parliament
amounts to boycotting the peo-

le who have elected the BNP

Ps. Second, getting elected is
as much a responsibili
a TRUST. Voters get a chance to
vote only once every five years.
And if after going through the
trouble of getting one’s chosen
representative elected, if he or
she does not represent the vot-
ers in the parliament, then it
clearly amounts to BREAKING
THAT TRUST. Third, when
seeking vote, a candidate enters
into a SACRED COVENANT

of the office for which vote is
being sought. the candidate will
always stand by those who are
voting for him or her. Boy-
cotting the parliament is in ef-
fect abandoning his or her vot-
ers and as such the MPs con-
cerned are BREAKING THAT

as it is

with the voters that for the term

&

ina being
Zia Inurnatiqnal Airport on her return from the UK yesterday.

™

signing.”

L
............

eceived by Fﬁmign Minister Abdus Samad Azad at
—PID photo
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A

She was critical of the

o tion for, what she
its pr%nda that if the

ed, the territory
eni would become

part of India. "I don't under-

treaty was
from CHT to

stand why she (without namin

BNP chief Begum Khaleda Zi

is te this. Doesn't she want
ace? at does she want?
oes she want our people con-

tinue to lan‘f;lsh as refugees on

foreign lan

Reaffirming that members
of the armed forces would not be

withdrawn from the CHT. the
Prime Minister said. "A
treaty may create

would incur.”
See Page 12 Col 1
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' Parliamentgwélongé to the people: notrt(-):rﬁin*g
BNP should return to Sangsad
regardless of what govt does

By Mahfuz Anam

SACRED COVENANT.

The most fundamental fact
about our elected and
parliament that our opposition
ﬂirlicl appear to miss is that

House does not to the
ruling party, but to the PLE
as represented by all the MPs
who have been elected. AL
missed this point when It was
in the ﬂpruﬂtiun and now the
BNP is doing the same.

If for the sake of argument
we accept every single accusa-
tion of BNP against AL to be
true then also the gquestion re-
mains how and why should all
that affect BNP's attitude to-
wards the parliament? The rul-

Commentary

ing party may have commitied
the most grievous of errors but
why should the parliament be
boycotted as a consequence? In
fact the reverse should be the
case, The worse a government,
the stronger should be the role
of the ’?‘EPOBIUDH in the parlia-
ment. That is precisely why we
have sent them to the parlia-
ment in the first place. Here lies
the most devastating confusion
in the minds of our present day
politicians.

Let us face it; the parlia-
mentary tradition in our coun-
lry exists more in exception
than in substance. This grand
experiment got distorted from
the very start. in the hands of
Muslim League right after the
1947 partition. With Ayub

- ment

party

Khan's martial law, it died in

1958 never to rrrm;.lrr 161 its full
magnificence till the first par-
liament of inde cndF::n

Ban h. That got destroyed
with the introeduction of one-

party system in ‘75 and never

go! restored for the next decade

and a half. So our real and sus-
tained beginning with parlia-
mentary system of mment
began after the '91 election
when, to the credit of Awami
League that it was able to push
for and bring about — with the
majority BNP acquiescing to it
later — the necessary amend-

ments to the Constitution to re-

store parliamentary democracy
in our country. So those who
are in the parliament today do
not really understand either
the significance or the moral
and ethical superiority of the
parliament compared to every
other institution in the couniry
including — and especially —
the government. The parlia-
ment is far above the govern-
and it is meant to
‘govern’, so to speak, the gov-
ernment itself

By boycotting the House the
opposition is equating the gov-

emnment — which is made up of

only a part, albeit the majority
part — with the parliament
which comprises all the mem-
bers and is far bi%cr. In fact by
boycotting the House BNP is
boycotting the Master, which is

the parliament. for the crime of

the servant, which is the gov-
See Page 4

peace
problems for
those who used to trade on arms
but, I don't know what loss she

N o, e

The 'tokais, the ubiquitous
rag pickers in the city, do not
like to be addressed as such.
They want to live with dignity
and make a living without pity.
a survey carried out by some
street children says.

Pr:s:ntinF the findings of
the su . eleven children aged
between 12-15 told newsman at
the Jatiya Press Club yesterday
that they did not like their pre-
sent occupation and living
rough on the streets, haunted by
mastaans and police and 'b-
hadraloks' who are contemptu-
ous of themn. "We do not want
your pity. Treat us with dignity
and as humans not as garbage "
one of them said.

Their occupations include
rag picking, ng. working as
domestic hands. picking is
| a common but arduous task.

'"Tokais want to live
with dignity'

By Special Correspondent

taking the whole day, rummag-
ing the rubbish bins, but the re-
turn is small; some Tk 4/5 that
too is often no paid by 'maha-
jans and ‘mastans’. the survey
said.

The survey was carried out
with the help of Save the Chil-
dren (UK) and the Chinnamul
Shishu-Kishore Sanghstha.
The survey among street chil-
dren noted that people treat
them as thieves and often beat
them. Most street children want
to work at shops and restau-
rants. They do not get any job
because no body would vous-
chafe for them as guardians.

Their future is uncertain.
Sleeping rough on the streets is
a difficult task, especially for
the girls. who are swept off regu-
larly by mastaans and police

See Page 12 Col 3

Mongla port
deadlock
ends

KHULNA, Oct 31: The nor-
mal activities of the Mongla
Port resumed today after a four-
day stalemate, reports BSS.

The deadlock ended follow-
ing a fruitful discussion be-
tween the port authority, local
administration, coordination
committee of the port users and
workers associations here last
night. Deputy Minister for
Shipping Direndra Debnath
Shambu presided.

The port activities including
loading and unloading re-
mained stopped since October
26.

A committee has also been
constituted comprising the rep-
resentatives of the port author-
ity, local administration, port
users and workers associations
to remove various problems.

The committee, headed by a
Joint Secretary of the Ministry
of Shipping, will submit its re-

port within 90 days.

JS goes into’
session
tomorrow

The seventh session of the
Seventh Jatiya Sangsad begins
tomorrow at 4 pm, reports BSS.

All preparations for smooth
conducting of the session have
been completed, sources said,
indicating that it would be a
brief one. '

So far, 1400 questions, 65
call attention notices, 254 ad-
ournment motions, 41 privi-
ege motions, 12 notices for
short discussions have been
submitted to the Secretariat by
the legislators belonging to
both the ruling and the Opposi-
tion €s.

A total of five bills are ex-

ed to be
ouse. The bills are; Securities
and Exchange Commission
(second amcnn:imcnt} Bill, 1997,
the Speaker and Deput

‘Speaker (remuneration an

Tﬂﬂlcgﬂ] (amendment) Bill,

997, the B adesh (whips)
(amendment) Bill, 1997, the
Administrative Tribunals

(amendment) Bill, 1997, and the
Code of Civil Procedure
(amendment) Bill, 1997.

See Page 12 Col 7

Normalcy yet to
return in Sylhet

border areas

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Oct 31: is
et to return in Sripur and
amabil border areas though

both the BDR and the BSF have
withdrawn their additional

troops today.
the Tamabil

Import
land customs station remained

for the second day
today as the drivers of Indian

adab ave til p.“"‘mg‘“
are :
an official. However, the
official that the border
trade resume tomorrow.
Plying of minibus and other
vehicles Sylhet-Tamabil road
were normal today. Collection
of stm:;::u from the Sl:'ptur
qu began today, at
a dnwmpme. the official said.
Meanwhile, the namaj-e-
anaja of the BDR Havilder,
atem Ali Patwari, who was
shot dead by BSF firing yester-

day morning at Sripur stone

gui_lrry. was held at the BDR
or

Headquarter in Sylhet

See Page 12 Col 3

Times-Bangla
Trust newsmen,
employees

stage sit-in
By Staff Correspondent

Journalists, employees and
other em The Dainik
Bangla. esh Times,
Bichitra and Ananda Bichitra,

ublications of the Time-

angla Trust. are a sit-
in on the premises news-
pa after majority of them
refused to r voluntarily by
Thursday as directed by the
government.

Out of 28] journalists and
employees of The Dainik
Bangla. only 27 journalists re-

signed. They included 20 who

were Bﬂrﬁtm Marchajthil
year, Dain a journalists
saijd. Only the cditgu of the
Dainik Bangla, Times and Bi-
chitra resigned on Thursday.
The journalists and others
of the two newspapers contin-

See Page 12 Col 5

IU students,
outsiders
clash: 8 hurt

KUSHTIA. Oct 31: At least
eight ple were wounded in a
clash between some students of
Islamic University and out-
siders on the campus Thursday
night, reports Uﬂlfu

The clash began when a
group of 15-20 outsiders halted
a campus-bound bus at the uni-
versity gate at 8 pm, beat some
of the students and reportedly
snatched away about Taka 1000
from them at gun point.

Campus sources said the
outsiders made the attack as
they had failed to get any
coupon for the annual dinner at
a hall of the university. Pro-
Awami League Chhatra League
and Chhaira Shibir blamed
each other for the clash.

Tense situation is prevailing
on the campus as rival student
organisations have taken posi-
tions at different points of the
university. A huge number of
armed police was deployed on
the campus.

Students block
Dhaka-Tangail
highway
From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL, Oct 31: Traffic on
Dhaka-Tangail highway re-
mained suspended since 9 am
today after an students of
Sadat College blocked the road
at Karatia and Pakulla.

Witnesses said, the angry
students put up barricades on
the road to protest canceling of
the Degree Examination Centre
at Sadat College by the National
University on Thursday last.
They also attacked the princi-
pal's residence at Noon.

laced before the .

=
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The government sits with the
donor community on Tuesday
at the aid group meet in the
capital for an estimated fresh

commitment of 2.173 billion
US dollars.

The estimate was made as-
suming substantial increase in
overall commitment, particu-
larly in project aid commitment,
the official document on the aid
group meet says. |

This year the government

oes to the meet, to be held in

haka for the first time, with 4

much smaller openihg aid

e — only 4.71 billion dol-

ars as nst FY97 pipeline of
5.421 billion dollars.

The estimate of higher
commitment is based on cer-
tzadn nurmagfvc assumptions:

cent ol opening ine

at least five cen%l\tl;ﬂmw
commitments of project aid, the
entire amount ol new commit-

fresh aid

. WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF

ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
| ‘BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWAR!I GREEN, )
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OF DIFFERENT TYPES.
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By Inam Ahmed

ments of food aid and commod-
ity aid and implementation of
the conditionalities of policy-
based lendings for release of
tranches.

To ensure this higher com-
mitment, it would now require
a better coordination between
the government and develop-
ment partners, the official doc-
ument underlined.

The disbursement of aid for
FY98 is estimated at 1.467 bhil-
lion dollars which includes 63
million dollars as food aid, 144
million dollars as commodity
ald and 1260 million dollars as
project aid.

e total disbursement for
FY98 is at about the same level
as the previous fiscal.

Making its case of a better
management of the economy,
the government has stated that
the recovery experienced in
overall balances in FY97 is

——
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Govt to seek $2.1b in
commitment

likely to continue in FY98 and
is expected to result in a turn-
around in the overall balance
from a deficit of 127 million
dollars in FY 97 to a surplus of
216 million dollars in 98.
The estimated trade deficit
of 3015 million dollars is ex-
pected to be partly offset by a
projected increase of private
transfers — mainly workers'
remittances — by 14.9 cent
from 1770 million dollars in
FY97 to 2033 million dollars in

- FY98.

The document has banked
heavily on the energy sector to
highlight the foreseeable in-
crease in private foreign in-
vestment. But it has remained
silent on the prospect of FDI in
other sectors.

Claiming 'a substantial im-
provement’ in last year's
macroeconomic performance,

See Page 12 Col 6

Khaleda tells US envoy

BNP to return to JS if govt
. Improves atmosphere

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said her
is ready to return to par-
ament if the government re-
moves the "polluted atmo-
luted the whole a , In-
cludinf’ parliament. If the
House is not freed from pollu-
tion, it will be difficult for us to
join its session.,” a party
spokesman quoted her as say-
g during a with the
Ambassador in Dhaka.
US Ambassador John C
Holzman called on the Leader of

the tion in Parliament at
her to Road official resi-
dence in the evening and

wanted to know if BNP would
attend the t session
meeting t?fr 21 ed fo

e at: last r

95 minutes was attended by
BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, M Morshed

Khan MP and party's advisory
committee member M M Rezaul
Karim.

Briefing newsmen after the
meeting, ul Karim said the
US envoy a?prlsed Begum Zia of
the US icy on Bangladesh
and said that its policy is to
support smooth running of
democratic process and par-
liamentary system. "He also
wanted to know BNF's views on
the US policy.”

m Zia told the US envoy
that BNP, which believes in
democracy, had introduced
multj-parti; democracy and re-
stored parliamentary system in
the country.

She said the BNP is working
to strengthen democracy in the
country and continue the demo-
cratic process. "We worked for
democracy in the past. We're
continuing our efforts and will
continue to fight for democracy

~ See Page 12 Col 4

DU teachers"“l"elmtance
to take classes affecting
academic activities

By M M Aminul Islam

Teachers' reluctance to take
their scheduled classes is se-
verely affecting normal aca-
demic activities at the Dhaka
University.

This was observed at a joint
meeting of deans of the facul-
ties, chairmen of the depart-
ments and directors of the in-
stitutes of DU. Vice Chancellor
Prof Abdul Kalam Azad Chow-
dhury presided over the meeting
held to review the academic
developments.

The joint meeting took a set
of decisions to ensure teachers'
accountability and to improve

academic ormarnces.
The strar of the univer-
sity in a letter to the deans,

chairmen and directors urged

them to comply with the deci-
sions. The letter containing the
decision of the October 8 meet-
ing was issued on October 20.

According to the decisions,
chairmen and directors of the
departments and the institutes
will monitor whether the
teachers concerned are taking
their classes as per schedule.

They have also been asked to
keep weekly record of classes
taken by the teachers.

The Academic Committee of
the departments will review the
weekly record of the teachers
once a month and submit a re-
port to the dean of the faculty
concerned. Directors of the in-
stitutes will submit the reports

See Page 12 Col 7
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Participants
yesterday.

in the Terry Fox Run, held in the city

—Star photo

Contractor shot
dead 1n city

A young contractor was shot
dead at Sher Shah Shuri Road
under Mohammadpur thana in
the city yesterday. reports UNB.

Police said some business
partners of Kamal alias Foreign
Kamal shot at him at one stage
of altercation in front of Hotel
Fahd at 10 am.

Kamal, father of a one year-
old daughter sustained bullet
injury in chest and thigh. He
was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where doctors
declared him dead.

The body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy. A
case has been filed with Mo-
hammadpur police.

Some changes in
ambassadorial
positions
in offing

By Staff Correspondent

A number of changes in am-
bassadorial positiens is leant
to be on the anvil, according to
official sources.

Aminul Islam, Secretary
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
is tipped to become the country's
high commissioner to Canada.
The t is vacant since the
recall of M R Osmany.

Additional Foreign Secre-
tary and Chief of Protocol AKM
F is tipped to become am-
bassador to China. He would be
succeeding Mustafizur Rahman
who has taken over as the For-
eign Secretary.

Meanwhile Dr Toufiq Ali,
envoy to the Netherlands has
been called back to headquar-
ters.

Shafi Sami. high commis-
sioner to India, is due for pro-
motion to Secret level shor-
tly. according to the sources. He
is due to be brought back to
headquarters to fill up Sec-
retary level vacancies which
would arise due to the overseas
posting of Aminul Islam and
the recent retirement of Waliur
Rahman, the sources added.

Nat’l Youth
Festival *97
begins today

The National Youth Festival
'97 begins in the city today, re-

in

ports UNB.
Prime Minlister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the

week-long festival at 11 am at
Paltan Maidan and later dis-
tribute the National Youth
Awards to 11 persons.

Nearly 15, delegates from
home and abroad will attend
the festival organised by the
Department of Youth Develop-
ment under the Ministry of
Youth and Sports.

Fifteen delegates from Sri
Lanka. India, the Philippines
and Korea are already in the
r:aplltal to participate in the fes-
tival.

The festival will be featured
by a cultural function, a youth
rally, a jubo mela and a semi-
nar at different city venues.

The youth rally, to be led by

See Page 12 Col 8
3000 join
Terry Fox

Run 1n city

s and girls from different
city schools and adults joined
the Terrry Fox Run in the capi-
tal geaterdny to take partin t
globally popular cancer fund-
raising event, reports UNB.

About 3,000 boys and girls
from five and above, wearing
special T-shirts for the Run,

athered in front of the Cana-
ian Club at Gulshan Avenue at
7:30 am.

Later. they ran through dif-
ferent roads of the city holding
banners and festoons showi
support to the prevention o
cancer.

Some adults and the mem-
bers of Canadian community in
Dhaka also took part in the
run, being organised worldwide
to commemorate the idea of

See Page 12 Cal 1



