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Zero tariff access|
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their 23 main export markets
stand at an average 10.6 per

cent, with rich countries levy-

ing average tariffs of 1.8 per
cent.

Although 70 per cent of LDC
exports enter industrialised
countries on a duty free basis,
high tariffs are still widesp-
read, acmrdin& to a study by
the WTO and UN conference on
trade and development, which
Is co-sponsoring the meeting.

Most peak tariffs range from
12 to 30 per cent, particularly
on food exports inclﬂding meat,
sugar and milk.

Norway, which has abol-
ished duties on all but two LDC
products, said all textile restric-
tions would go by 1998, trade
sources said.

In Japan, some 80 per cent of
112 products of interest to poor
countries are tariff-free and
Tokyo is considering extending
its preference scheme to further
improve poor country access to
its market. - - B S

Switzerland levies no tariffs
on 98 per cent of LDC imports.

The United States told the
meeting it had widened its Gen-
eral System of Preferences
(GSP) — Washington's version of
the Lome Convention — to in-
clude a further 1,743 tariff lines
on products shipped by LDCs.

Imports under the GSP pro-
gramme last year were valued at

CHT hartal
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Shantibahini.

During the hartal period, all

types of vehicles stayed off the

roads in the three hill districts
while most of the shops and
bazars remained closed, police
and local people said.

Most of the government of-
fices could not function due to
thin attendance of officials and
employees.

A tense situation
during hartal perio
districts.

revailed
in hill

Buriganga
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The meeting emphasised
that the "Save Buriganga" cam-
paign should be strengthened to
create public awareness, said an
official handout.

The minister asked the au-
thorities concerned to take nec-
essary steps so that the indus-
tries on the river banks, which
are polluting water by dumping
wastes, set up waste treatment
plants.

She said the problem of
Buriganga is the problem of the
rivers of Banglade®h. She called
for creating mass awareness to
save Buriganga and laid em-
phasis on removalj of unautho-
rised structures by formulating
strict law, if necessary.

Forest and Environment
Secretary, DG of Department of
Environment, Chief Conserva-
tor of Forest, Deputy Commis-
sloner of Dhaka, and represen-
tatives of different Ministries

and Dhaka City Corporation
were present,

17 billion dollars, Assistant US
Trade Representative for Trade
and Development Jon Rosen-
baum said.

Under Washington's so-
called "Africa Initiative", an-
nounced by President Bill
Clinton in June, countries pur-
suing "a ssive" market lib-
eralisation policies would be el-
igible first for further trade
sweeteners, followed by greater
US bilateral technical assis-
tance and debt reduction,
Rosenbaum said.

Other countries announcing
concessions to all or some
LDCs, according to trade offi-
cials, include Morocco, Thai-
land, Singapore, India and
Mauritius.

Earlier, at the concluding
session, the LDCs called upon
the developed and develnlpmﬁ
countries to notify details o
their initiatives to improve
marrllrl:]et access for the LDCs. o

e mee encouraged
WTO ummhetr[:gtn keep under ac-
tive review all options ' for im-
proving market access for LDC
presented in the integrated
plan of action for the LDCs and
to monitor the implementation
of the commitments made in
this regard.

It endorsed two reports on
the two thematic roundtable
discussions. Commerce and In-
dustries Minister Tofael
Ahmed, as the chairman of the
session, presented the recom-
mendations of a roundtable ti-
tled Building the Capacity to
Trade in LDCs.

Tofael called upon the IMF,
ITC, UNCTAD, UNDP, World
Bank ai:}d WTO to continue and
intensify their cooperation in
supporting LDCs in their efforts
to integrate more effectively in
the international economy.

Supplementing the minis-
ter's plea, MCCI President Sam-
son H Chowdhury called upon
the multilateral financial or-
ganisations to support the pri-
vate sector by giving invest-
ment loan and ODA for social
development. _

However, six inter-govern-
mental organisations which
participated in the meeting
agreed that a trade related tech-
nical assistance programme
will be provided to s before
March 15 next.

Clash in Khulna
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who succumbed to fatal head in-
jury on Tuesday evening in a
road accident.

Police said the road barri-
cade came under attack when
some students d ed an au-
torickshaw and beat up its
driver.

Road communication re-

mained disrupted for over two |/

hours. All modes of vehicles
went off the road till this after-
noon apprehending further
clash.

Tension is prevailing at
Daulatpur and also on the col-
lege campus. Tight security
measures have en taken
around the campus for ensuring

peaceful holding of degree ex-
amination frnm'Il;Ig tomorrow.

BRTA fails to limit
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tempos and 3,000 mishuks in
the capital. It decided to issue
registrations for 3,500 new au-
torickshaws, 200 new tempos
and 300 new mishuks a year,
subject to strict maintenance of
the ceiling.

~ "We were determined to keep
the number of these polluting
three and four wheelers under
control and were having good
results du the implementa-
tion period," said a source in the
BRTA.

BRTA had also suspended
renewal of route ts, in the
cities, of all these vehicles
above nine years old and also
the ones polluting the air above
the environmental standard.

Although BRTA maintained
statistics on registered au-
torickshaws in the country,
smirces said the actual number

»se vehicles were "surely
L.~y times that." Its docu-
ments showed that in 1996,

there was a total of 62,548 au-
torickshaws and tempos in the
country. But officials admitted
that in Dhaka city alone, the
number might be around the
BRTA figure.

"Fake registration papers,

driving licences and ot! a-
rs are so readily
at there is hardly any way to
know how many of these vehi-
cles are there on the roads.” said
a BRTA official.

Meanwhile, city hospitals,
clinics, health centres and pri--
vate practitioners’ chambers
are facing rush of patients
havin r:spiratnrﬁ roblems
with the onset of the low rain-
fall season.

Doctors at the PG tal,
Chest Diseases Institute, Dhaka
Medical Hospital and a
number of private cs said
the rush of such patients was
usual at this time of the year be-
cause the air pollution level
rises sharply in the city.

Golam Azam

condemns
killing of
intellectuals

Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami,
Prof Golam Azam has
condemned the killing of intel-
lectuals on December 14, 1971
and demanded judicial enquiry.

Commen on the B -
bandhu Murder Case, he all
killings are due for trial. "How-
ever, no trial should be moti-
vated,” he said in an interview
with UNB and news magazine
Dhaka Courier.

The Jamaat chief, however,
parried a question on whether
the Al-Badr and Al-Shams were
involved in the s of De-
cember 14, just 48 hours before
the vic over Pakistan army.

He . "It's a great surprise
to me why the Awami League
government in its four-
rule after 1971 didn't investi-

gate the killing of M}dleqt_ulll:'
Jamaat leader alleged
tha e then t did

not take the minimum initia-
tive to punish the persons

re- .
sponsible for the killing of in-
tellectuals.

BNP gheraoes
Tangail DC’s
office

TANGAIL, Oct 29: BNP ac-
tivists gheraoed the DC's office
today demanding compensa-
tion for the victims of the Octo-
ber 14 road accident on Tangail-
Mymensingh route and re-
construction of the road from
Elenga to Ghatail cantonment,
reports UNB.

Kalihati thana BNP organ-
ised the demonstration. It held
a rally in front of the office and
submitted a memorandum to

the Deputy Commissioner to
press their demands.

@he Baily Star

Clinton, Jiang set to

WASHINGTON, Oct 29: US
President Bill Clinton and Chi-
nese President Jiang Zemin
were set to on nuclear
issues today at the first US-
S8ino summit in eight years,
talks both sides hope will lead
to a new gooperative spirit, re-
ports Reuter.

In a late-night prelude to the
state visit that begins with an
elaborate military arrival cer-
emony this mumin&. Clinton
met less formally with Jiang in
the second-floor private resi-
%ﬁ::::d of the White Hnuachun

ay evening — giving his
guest a brief tour of the historic
mansion.

White House spokeswoman
Anne Luzzatto described the
talks as "very direct, personal
and substantive,” she said the
two leaders discussed human
rights, Tibet and Taiwan, but
declined to elaborate about
subjects that have sparked
protests in the United States
over the summit.

She said Clinton and Jiang
discussed installing a telephone
hotline to link the two leaders
"which in fact they will do.” The
telephone connection would be

after the one that linked

ashington and Moscow in the

days of the cold war in a bid to
decrease tensions.

Several hundred supporters
of Tibet marched in a peaceful
protest outside the Chinese Em-

Govt employees
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with the authorities.

Two of the injured :mlglsoy
ees, Mahe Alam, 28, a M of
the Religious Affairs Ministry
and MA Muhit, 26, another
MLSS of culture Ministry;
TE admitted tuul:llhaka Medi-
g Calleie H ;

Police pi up five people
but freed them after two hours
as employees rushed in aid of
theif detained colleagues, try-
ing to prevent ce from 13
ing them out of the Secretariat.

The five are Kamrul, Nazrul,
Mohiuddin, Abdul Hye and
Mahe Alam.

the Secre-

Tension LE”P
tariat after the clash with police
during which employees hurled
rocks and flower pots. Normal
work was disrupted at the
Secretariat.

The employees were incensed
police action on Mahe Alam,

o was allegedly kicked and
trampled by police before he
was hauled inside a van to take
him and the other arrested
person out of the Secretariat.

At this Etaf:b' some employ-
ees chased u Alam Khan
Shahid, a director in the Prime
M“ﬂ“ﬂgmqmﬂ}fl \r‘l;;

to < e,

earlier on Monday with
the employees' leaders to defuse
the tension.” He was later es-
corted away by police.

In a t statement late at
night, three leaders of the SKSP
announced postponement of
their programmes till Novem-
ber 2. They said the decision
followed satisfactory talks with
the government's r nta-
tives at 8 pm on removal of dis-
manﬂm in the new pay scale

other demands and 'as a
mark of respect’ to Prime Min-
ister Sh Hasina. The next
course of action will be an-
nounced after a delegates’' con-
ference on November 4, the
statement said.

It was signed by Habibur
Rahman, president of SKSP,
Zafar Ahmed, member of the
presidium and Araj Ali, acting
secretary general. The state-
ment, however, did not disclose
the identity of the government
representatives with whom
they held talks.

agree on key N-issues

, bassy in Washington late Tues-
day, chanting "free Tibet now."

They accused the Chinese
government of human rights
abuses and demanded indepen-
dence for the territory.

At the White rﬁnuuc on
Wednesday, Ji was to be
Sraclt:d with a 21-gun salute

uring an elaborate south lawn
arrival ceremony featuring
units from each of the military
services and a fife-and-drum

Fl: will have the traditional
private Oval Office meeting
with Clinton, then they will be
joined by aides for an expanded
discussion.

After a lunch hosted at the
state ment by Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore, Jiang returns to
the White House at night for a
state dinner

1 killed, 16 hurt
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bazar.
The arrested truck driver,
Masud, 26, told police that he
drove the vehicle towards the

rail tracks as he did not find the |

level crossi :

Most of the labourers on the
truck sustained fracture and cut
injuries as the truck overturned

it was hit by the engine of
the s ing train.

The injured Ecuplt wWere
identified as Shahana. 45,
Milon, 7, Moina, 13, Jahan%lr.
14, Jamal, 15, Maya Rani. 14
Manik, 13, Jahangir, 16,
Argina, 22, Masud, 18, Farid,
26, Nurul Islam, 45, Idris, 26,
Abedul, 50, and Sundar Ali, 52.
They were admitted to the
Dh Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH).

DMCH sources said the baby
girl, Shirin, died soon after
admission in the hospital. The
body was sent to the DMCH
morgue for autopsy.

rain movement on the
track was disrupted for about
Lu;r hours following the acci-
|

A news agency report quot-
inf a Bﬂ”&& grcu
reiease said the authorities sus-
pended the on-duty gateman.

A case was lodged with GRP

thana in connection with the
incident.

Degree exams
From Page |

diately after completion of the-
oretical examinations. The ex-
aminations will continue till
December 18.

Section 144 will be enforced
within 200 yards of the exami-
nation centres to conduct the
exams peacefully.

A press release of the Na-
tional University said the local
administration will take up all
meéasures in their tive ar-
eas to check unwanted gather-
ing and maintain peace and
discipline.

The Education Ministry sent
letters to the Deputy Commis-
sioners and officers in charge to
strengthen steps to ensure
smooth holding of the exami-
nations.

Authorities have already
formed 500 vigilance teams
comprising teachers of differ-
ent educational institutions to
check unfair means in the ex-
aminations.

Besides, officials of the Na-
tional University will visit the
examination centres during the
examinations.

Two control rooms have
been set up at the office of Con-
troller of ations of Na-
tional University. It will re-
main opened from 8 am to 8:30
m during the examination.

phones of the control room
are -412508, 9800655,
9800656/209, 210.

g the

Oli: CHT peace treaty
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PCJSS? An ent with In-
dia on this issue could rather
prove to be more effective.”

- The NCCHT headed by Oli
Ahmed had held 13 rounds of
talks with the PCJSS, the polit-
ical a body of the armed
Shantibahini that claimed to
have been ttlfhtlnﬁ for the cause
El;_ri_minuri es' living in the

Following negotiations, a
cease-fire was announced and

reached a deadlock the same
year as, according to OIli
Ahmed, the "PCJSS leaders de-.
veéloped the tendency of coming
up with fresh demands every
time."

Hn}r:vcr. gith the taking
over of power wami League
(AL) headed by Sheikh Hasina,
the NCCHT was reconstituted.
The Chief Whip of Jatiya
Sangsad and AL leader Abul
Hasnat Abdullah replaced Oli
EhHI'll‘md as convener of the NC-

The reconstituted NCCHT
initiated fresh dialogue with
PCJSS in December last year
and has so far held six round of
talks. Around seven thousand
refugees returned home from
Tripura in two batches between
March and April fhis A

agreement i to
signed between the sides
during the next round of talks,
mlﬂ scheduled for November

Asked to comment on the
draft t to be signed be-
tween the and the

year.

government
PCJSS, the former NCCHT chief

said: "I have not seen the draft.
The government should not

any agreement sidetrack-
Bengalis living in the
CHT. While signing the accord,
the ment should not
miss the point that half of the

' mhﬂun of the CHT

- not done the
- case, not to mention

Oli Ahmed, at this point, ac-
cused the government of mmy"
taining "extraordinary secr
in dealing with the PCJSS
which, to him, "is re-
ally mysterious.” He also de-
manded that the draft agree-
ment be made public before

ulgnlngiuf the accord.

Rep to a question, Oli

Ahmed that the NCCHT led
him was

trans nt.

e talked with both tribal peo-
ple and , civil and mili-
tary officials, jrefugees and
e b b, e ot

] " I.IIIIHI'I. ac-
tivists and journalists. After
every with the PCJSS,
we used to the develop-
ments to a high-level National
Council headed by the then

rime minister m Khaleda

a and then disclose those to
the nation through journal-
ists.”

Asked whether it was correct
for the BNP not to work with
the reconstituted NCCHT, Oli
Ahmed said: "May be, we have
right thing in this
e fact
that the has failed
to create a congenial atmo-
sphere for the Opposition to
work with them on any com-
mittee. But let me tell you that
the governing party should
have more serious, even
for the sake of its own political
interest, about BNP's participa-

tion on the issue.”
Rep to a query, the BNP
leader - no member of the

reconstituted NCCHT had ever
consulted him. "A bureaucrat of
the ’'techhical committee,’
;’:;':mg 'mth t‘flu p;llti;_:al

., Sou my views in a few
areas and | gave my views. | do
not, however, know whether my
views were taken seriously by
Mr Abdullah and his colleagues
on the NCCHT."

Asked about his views about
the PCJSS demand for with-
drawing the Bengali settlers
from the CHT, Ahmed said that
it was unconstitutional, and ir-
rational too, to raise such a de-
mand. "It #s the constitutional

.settlement of the

right of every citizen to buy and

property including lands in
any l:liart of the country. The hill
people are free to buy lands in
any area. Then why should the
Bengalis be forbidden to pur-
chase the same commodity in
the hill areas?” Ahmed argued.
"If it is a problem for them, the
hill people are free not to sell
their lands to Bengalis."

Asked to be specific about
the “government-sponsored
alis in
the CHT.” the BNP leader said
that there had been no m-
ment-sponsored Bengall set-
tlement in the CHT after the f:
of Ershad in 1990. "For
the sake of . the present
government can also be allo
to refrain from patronising th
Bengalis to settle there. But
what is more important, the
government has to rehabilitate
thc-Bcn[galis. likely to be re-

ved from what the PCJSS
claims, iands owned by the

tribal le in the khas lands
of the region.”

Requested to comment on
the philosophy of granting "re-

onal autonomy to the na-
ional minorities,” the BNP
leader said, "Granting auton-
omy to the hill people would re-
sult in dismantling of the
country.”

On the controversial issue of
withdrawing army from the
troubled zone, Oli Ahmed said:
"Any attempt to withdraw the
army from the CHT is bound to
prove to be suicidal for the en-
tire nation.”

Presence of the army is nec-
ess for both the communi-
ties, Bengalis and the tribals,
Ahmed said arguing that only
three to five thousand tribals
were creating troubles for
around one million peace lov-

ing peoglc — Bengalis and trib-
als combined — living in the re-
on

Asked about allegation of
frequent military operation

nst the hill le, Ahmed
said, "If the Shantibahini sur-
renders ille arms, the armed
forces would not need to con-
duct any operation.”
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Pak SC suspends
law empowering
parties to unseat

dissenting MP

ISLAMABAD. Oct 29: Pak-

| istan's Supreme Court today

aua:ﬂendcd a law empowering
leaders of political parties to
unseat a dissenting MP, amid a
row between the government
and judiciary, court officials
said, reports AFP.

Chief Justice Sajjad Ali
Shah, who has been locked in a
tussle with Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif over the issue of
the l;::‘]:;;:m:.uim'l'mtnt of judges,
placed an interim order on a
challenge to the law.

UP chairman
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deploy police in Natore town
and at Belghana union to main-
tain peace,

e district BNP has blamed
local Awami League leaders and
workers for the killing and
called a half-day hartal and
planned a rally in the town to-
morrow to protest the killing.

BNP and Juba Dal workers
brought out a mourning proces-
gion In the town with the body
of Mukul.

He was buried at his village
home at Banurbhag under Bel-
ghana union after Janaza, first
at the NS Government College
field and then on the premises
of the union parishad office.

A murder case was lodged
with Natore Sadar thana in this
connection. But none was ar-
rested yet.

Three BNP MPs, Advocate
Kabir Hossain, Advocate Ruhul
Kuddus Talukdar Dulu and
Quazi Golam Morshed in a joint
statement later expressed deep
concern at the killing while the
Home Minister was present in
Rajshahi.

They demanded immediate
arrest and punishment of the

sons responsible for the

illing.

General Secretary of Natore
district AL Advocate Hanif Ali
Sheikh at a press conference at
the party office in the evening
claimed that the killing was a
sequel to intra-party rivalry of
BNP centring the upcoming
district council of the party.

- He said that Mukul had no
personal or political enmity
with AL man.

Bangabandhu
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dence. He was killed and three
others were injured when an
artillery shell blasted near the
house on early August 15 morn-
ing, Selim said.

Many witnesses earlier told
the court that several cannon
shells had {:Jctl'l exploded from
Kalabagan the st 15
bloody upt:ratiur:;l:lg at th‘l:uug:éler of
Major Muhiuddin, then Battery
Commander of 2 Field Artillery
and now facing trial.

The PW-33 denied another
suggestion that shots were fired
from first and second floors of
Bangabandhu's house. "Not a
single shot was fired from the
house,” he said.

The retired artillery havil-
dar declined to speak of the
range of an artillery shell for
state secrecy. "Will it be wise to
disclose the range of country's
artillery guns,” he said repl
to a question from defence
counsel advocate T M Akbar.

Selim, a Naik of 1 Field Ar-
tillery stationed at Comilla,
was in a 105-member contin-

ent, led by Captain Abul

. that came to Dhaka in

July 1975 for the security of the

then President Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Present am the prosecu-
tion lawyers in the courtroom
were Serajul Haq, Ramjan Alf
Khan, Syed Rezaur Rahman,
Altaf Hossain, Mosharraf Hos-
sain, Sahara Khatun, Kamrul
Islam and M Towhidul Islam
Bahar.

The PW-33 will be further
cross-examined by advocate
Khan Saifur Rahman, lnwger

a_
court

for Lt Col (dismissed)
rooqur Rahman, when

of Judge Kazi Golam Rasul re-
sumes today.

L

PM: Coup possibility
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debates are televised and there
is enormous demand from peo-
gl;dingm:ra]tughmemh

session.

She, however, that
the principal opposition party
BNP and its have decided
to make mockery through fre-
quent walk-outs and ignoring
or ﬂuut;ilr_:g parliamentary pro-
cedure etiquette.

The Prime Minister also
highlighted her government of
CONSensus, sa "Some par-
ties res positively to this
ofier of ours but the BNP chose

not only to turn down this ef-
fort but to follow a path of open

confrontation.”

She expressed her satisfac-
tion over the prospect of oil and
%au. and power generation in

angladesh and said
Bangladesh! would attract sev-
eral billion US dollars worth of
investments within two years.

Hasina said she hopes to
build a charismatic adesh
by ensuring free and fair elec-
tions. an effective parliament
and upholding the rule of law.

She conveyed gratitude to
the London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Science in
extending support to
Bangladesh in IBT?duﬂn the
War of Liberation. "Subse-
quently in our long and painful
nl;"u_gﬁ: to restore democracy in
B adesh, your support was a
constant source of encourage-

ment to us.”
On 15, 1975, she said.
father of the nation Banga-

bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man was brutally assassinated
alng% with his family members.

e brutal killings by the
majors unleashed a r of ter-
ror in the country and opened
the way for authoritarian rule
in Bangladesh, she said.

The Constitution of the
country was manipulated and
abused by a small coterie of
people, she said, adding a per-

version of democracy was
foisted on the rigged
elections became the order of

the day.

DSE
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strong interest of buyers on the
floor.

Some . market s
DSE members naﬁ.{ at Tﬂg
market was ru:nverlnq m thg
serious panic which ha
g;[c:gcd the investors and share

rs and pushed major mar-
ket indicators down on the pre-
vious day.

A DSE member said that

clients registered with his bro-
kerage firm gave a lot of pur-

chase orders yesterday because
thl!{) thought it was lyugh time"”
for buying.
Khaleda
From Page 1

a "tradition in Bangladesh poli-
tics".

"Country's independence,
sovereignty and integrity are
very much important to us.
There will be no future for
Bangladesh if CHT goes to Indi-
a's hands," he said.

The Jamaat Ameer said both

the parties laid utmost impor-
tance on protecting the int

of the country and

their determination to

protected the CHT, an integral
part of Bangladesh, "at any
cost”.

However, BNP chief Begum
Zia was not available for com-
ment.

The meeting began at 7:40

m and continued till 8:50 pm.
t was attended from BNP side
by Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder, M Shamsul Islam MP
and Anwar Zahid while Jamaat
side was represented by Mo-
hammad Kamaruzzaman, Ab-
dul Qader Mollah and ATM
Azharul Islam.

Later bri the newsmen,
the Press visor to BNP
Chairperson, Anwar Zahid,
said both the observed
that country's ind ence,
sovereignty, national entity
and were at stake due

to the 'subservient’ activities of
the government. -

"The hallmark of the rule of
both General Zia and General
Ershad was their ability to ma-
nipulate the democratic process
through rigged elections. The
Election Commission was a
tool in their hands as was the
district administration.

“The stuffing of ballot boxes.
intimidation of voters by hood-
lums of the then ruling party,
casting of false votes were just
some of the techniques. These
became common in all elec-
tions from 1975 onwards until
the 1991 election, which was
held under a non-party care-
taker government."

AL: CHT treaty
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meeting held at Awami Founda-
tion.

Party presidium members
Syeda Zohra Tajuddin, Abdus
Samad Azad, Abdul Mannan,
Zillur Rahman, Principal
Quamruzzaman. Amir Hossain
Amu, Abdur Razzak, Suranjit
Sengupta. Shamsur Rahman
Khan Shahjahan, Abul Hasnat
Abdullah, Abdul Mannan and A
B M Mohiuddin Chowdhury
were present.

For the first time, the meet-
ing said, Bangladesh is going to
host donors’' consortium meet-
ing in Dhaka in November as
well as meetings of Interna-
tional Invest Forum, Three-na-
tion Economic and Commerce
Summit.

"But a vested quarter became
desperate to destroy political
stability for foiling ongoing de-
velopment process and invest-
ment chances in the country.”

The meeting in a resolution
pledged to protect investment
climate, ongoing development
process, democracy and demo-
cratic institutions.

It also pledged to maintain
the effectiveness of democratic
institutions, consolidate

sovereignty and integrity, re-

solve Lﬁ: CHT prnﬂg politi-

;:!aliy on the basis of Constitu-
on.

The government party pre-
sidium also expressed its de-
termination to give democracy
an institutional shape maki
the parliament a centre for
activities and urged all con-
cerned to solve all problems
Ulmuﬁl discussion on the floor
of the House.

Morigla Port
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at the Bagerhat DC's office on
October 27. All parties except-
ing the stevedor association
were present.

The situation avated af-
ter the Mongla Port Authority
issued showcause notice on the
stevedor association following
the October 27 ;

Meanwhile, Mongla Port
Users Coordination Committee
at a press conference at the lo-
cal press club today threatened
that Internal Water Transport
Owners Group and Khulna
Clearing and Forwarding
Agents Association would ex-
press solidarity with the steve-
dors’ strike if their four-point
demand was not met within 48
hours.

Speaker
From Page 1
autumn session of parliament

on August 30, alleging that they
were not allowed to speak in the

House.
Later, Deputy Leader of Op-
Prﬂ?’ Badruddoza

position.
Chowdhuty put forward a 14-
point charter of demands as
precondition to their return.
Shortly after the o tion
had begun its abstention from
the House, Speaker Chowdhury
took a peace initiative on
September 2 by inviting five
front- leaders from rul-
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