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Bangabandhu murder
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on security duty of President
Sheikh Mujib, named Major
Dalim, Major Rashid, Major
Farooq, Major Huda and Major
Noor as killers of the father of
the nation.

The PW-33 was introduced
before the Dhaka District and
Sessions Judge Court by Chief
Special PP advocate Serajul

aq and Special PP advocate
Ramjan Ali Khan.

President among other pros-
ecution lawyers were Moshar-
raf Hossain Kajal, Sahara
Khatun, Nurul Islam Sujan,
Kamrul Islam and M Towhidul
Islam Bahar.

Earlier, cross-examination
of PW-32 Sajedul Haq was
completed after the court of
Judge Kazi Golam Rasul re-
sumed at its special ejlash at
Nazimuddin Road in the
morning.

He was examined by TM Ak-

Khaleda
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dl:olit:les are kept in others’
Begum Zia said, the in-
dependérnce and sovereignty of
the country will be meaning-
less,

"At this moment, no freedom
fighter should sit idle. They
must come forward to save the
people and mdependenct and
sovereignty of the country.”

The Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament said the country
had been flooded with all types
of Indian goods. There is no
market or shop in the country
where there is no Indian goods.

She said Indian goods had
also come in the past, but under
some rules. Now the govern-
ment has opened all the ers
and Indian commodities are
coming without any hindrance.

"Today, they (government)
are jeopardising our langl.lilﬁ1
culture, nationalism and

spirit of liberation war in a
Fu aﬂl:::;ed way to please India azlzld

our coun m Zia
told the FFs. Cak

Expressing her full confi-
dence, the former Prime Minis-
ter said no freedom fighter who
directly fought in the war would
allow anyone to give an inch of
land of L'}lrc country to others.

"If anyone wants to get the
country enchained to India, one
will be identified as neo-ra-
jakar. No true freedom fighter
will allow it," she said.

UP polls

" From Page 1

no alternative to launching a
mass movement against the
‘fascist and stooge' government
that has proved a failure in all
spheres of national life. Other-
wise, he said the country would
be destru}red He urged all 'pa-
trintic natlunalist and democ-

cy-loving' people to unite un-
dcr the lf.eadtrs p of BNP chief
Begum Khaleda Z.'la

¢ BNP secretary
also blamed the government for
what he said, making the Jatiya
Sangsad inoperative through
denial of the Opposition mem-
bers' right to speak for the peo-
Ele But the ruling party mem-
ers were dishing out untrue

statements against the Opposi-
tion leader and others for li"murs
together, he alleged.

Criticising the failure in
forming parliamentary stand-
ing committees even in 17
months after the elections. he
pointed out that there was no
transparency in the govern-
ment due to absence of the par-
liamentary bodies.

Mannan Bhuiyan was also
critical of the government for
‘police attacks' on BNP's street
processions and rallies, pro-
posed treaty on the CHT, stag-
gered implementation of the
new pay scale, sufferings of the
farmers due to low price of agri-
cultural products and ce
of agri inputs and price hike of
casanula}s

arlier, a group of leaders
and workers g n£m League
and Jatiya Party from Banori-
para in Pirojpur district joined
the BNP. The function was ad-
dressed by, among others, BNP
leaders Shahidul Haq Jamal,
Moazzem Hossain Alal, Emran
leh Prince, Abul Hasan Bali,

ed Aftab Hossain and Mah-
bubul Haq Nannu.

general

bar, defence lawyer for accused
Lt Col (LPR) Muhiuddin, Khan
Saifur Rahman for Lt Col
(dismissed) Syed Farooqur
Rahman an Sharfuddin
Mukul for former state minis-
ter Taheruddin Thakur.

The PW-33 said he was a
Naik of 1 Field Artillery in

Comilla and was among some
100 soldiers who, led by Cap-
tain Abul Bashar, came to
Dhaka on July 27 or 28, 1975
for security duty at the Presi-
dent's office Ganobhaban.

"] along with six sepoys was
sent for patrol duty around
Dhanmondi 32 residence of
President Ban dhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman at about 5:30
pm on August 14," he said.

Of the six sepoys, the witness
could mention the names of
driver Shamsul and OCU Mo-
fazzal. "I can't recall the names
of four others."”

Selimuddin told the court
that all of them were carryin
SLRs and were given charge o
patrol dut frnm 6 pm u?ﬁﬁu-

st 14 to b am on August
5 Havildar Gani received them
at the guardroom on southern
side of Bangabandhu's house
and distnhuted their patrol du-
ties around the residence.

The witness said: 1 along
with two others discharged
duties till 11 pm and later went
to sleep. 1 also asked the sen-
tries to discharge their duties in
turn.

He was later cross-examined
by two state defence counsels.

The court will resume at 9:30
am today.

Killing of TV officials
Ex-armyman
sent to jail

Honorary Lieutenant (retd)
Altaf Hossain, who was ar-
rested on charge of kil four
officials of Bangladesh Televi-
sion in 1975, has been sent to
jail, reports UNB.

He was produced before the
Chief Metrupulitan Magistra-
tes Court yesterday after five

ys of police remand.

The court rejected a bail peti-
tion moved on behalf of the ac-
cused and sent him to jail.

Noisy scene at ZIA
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and some of them threéeatened
the traffic controllers.

The uproar at the domestic
lounge created panic among
other passengers and officials
of the Civil Aviation and Bi-
man, the sources claimed.

Biman officials told Sultan
Mohammad that he would be

accommodated in the next.

flight in the evening. But the

evening flight was delayed for

sometime due to technical trou-

ble which the group fur-

ther, Sultan did not avail the

evening (ﬁ“ht as his pro-
amme at ttagong was mru'
that time,

When contacted Sultan later
told The Daily Star that while
on way to the airport, he had
requested the Biman officials
twice by telephone so that he
could avail the flight. He was
assured by the Biman officials
that he would be accommodated
in the flight.

He said his check-in was
completed and he was ready for
b-uarcling 11-52 am. But he
was not taken in despite th:ir
assurances. He later
written complaint to the

ent u for mvaat.i-

tion w}int%u thu:a:hj ure of the

out him. He s y

tad any wro dodngmmﬁa
companions. S

en contacted Ma ng
Director of Biman, Air m-
modore Rafiqul Islam said, "an
MP met me to give his observa-
tions about flight schedules.”
The MD, refused to give details
and said, "l can't readily recall
the name of the MP."

He said that Biman officials
also informed him about yes-
terday’'s incident at the
over some p s' m
delay in reaching the

thereby mrg_latsh_lﬂ‘ : Chttlagmxgt

left Dhaka as per schedule and
those who rcached late failed to
avail the flight,” he added.

journalists,

our |

| Times-Bangla Trust

Process of
privatisation
finalised

The government has fi-
nalised the prncm to priﬂuu
four n
run by the B-mah Tmut
reports UHB

The news rs and a-
zines — ainik Bangla

Bangladesh Times, weekly Bi-
chitra and I‘nrtnlglhtly Anmdl-
Bichitra — would soon be
handed over to private owner-
ship through the Privatisation
Buard after paying the dues of
officials, press
workers and em

Arrangements have been
made fur Pcfm:i all dues of
newsmen an er employees
of the trust at a time within a
week under the Fifth Wage
Board Award along with an op-

portunity to un ‘lmlun re-
tirement by an
official ha.ndnut }T«\‘.'E'I'.trdﬂjl"

It said on the one hand gov-
ernment's continued patroni-
sation and poor management,
ir arities and corruption
on the other hand pushed the
trult-run or tions into
severe mismanagement, mak-
ing them losing enterprises.

According to an estimate,
government ads worth Tk 19
crore were given to the Dainik
Bangla and the Bangladesh
Times during 1988-89 to 1996-

97.

te the government
%I: newspaper hanf-

ruptcd instead of s

their own feet. The loan ul‘

Times-Bangla presently stood

at Tk 14 crore.

UK investors
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vestors we have offered a pack-
age of incentives whlr:h include
foreign ownership. protection
against expropriation, tax*
holidays, repatriation of ca

ami profits, and others.” s 1:
tnld th: '

B adesh abounds with
natural resources like oil. gas
and coal, said the prime minis-
ter, adding that hcr government
has been adopting pragmatic
policies for cxplnratlnn and
utilisation of these resources.

A British Company, Cairn

, discovered large gas re-
serves — offshore and onshore
in esh. This has gener-

ated a ﬂ. u{i il‘lt!:l'tﬁt;.] in oil and
gas ration in the country,
she E

She said investment, par-
ticularly in energy sector, was
on the rise. "We need invest-
ment in various sectors like
port development, rt-pro-
cessing zones, textiles, food
processing and leather goods

Hasina said the government
had set up a Private Sector In-
frastructure Development

‘Company, with assistance from

donors, to accelerate the devel-
opment of physical and eco-

nomic infrastructures on which

_growth is to be based.

5 famil mx members

Claridges Hotel in Lundun.

Sources said that this is the
first time that the Prime Minis-
ter's family members with the
exception of Sheikh Rehana
have been included as members
of ttctltf Prime Mi!niutern official
entourage on a foreign trip.

Presently, the Prime inis-
ter is ut&tﬂrﬁ at the Hotel Clar-
idges wi e members of the
entourage according to infor-
mation reac Dhaka. She is

due to return to Dhaka on Octo-
ber 31.

Secretariat
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group was held near the
Meanwhile, president and
general secre respectively
of Bangladesh Jatiya Biddyut
Sramik Karmachari Union
Kazi Habibur Rahman and Mo-
hammad Zafrul Hasan con-
demned the ‘police action' and
' by a section of employ-
‘ees on the Secretariat employ-
m a movement fnr re-

ln a jomfa’;atement th:iy

demanded a pay scale
ble with g\he consumer price in-
dex.

| Bangabandhu murder

Farooq’s appeal
for staying
proceedings
rejected

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court ay re-
fused Syed Farooq Rahman's
application for staying further
| proceedings of Bangabandhu

tlurdcr Case till disposal of the

appeals against the judgement
of the writ petition regarding

Bsgncp:alhct 1 . Te-

One of the accused in B
bandhu Murder Case Syed
rooq Rahman filed an appllr:a-
tion for sta all further pro-
ceedings of the trial of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his fam-
ily murdﬂ ::au- untjl the hear-

e A ppellate Division of

the Su Court after hear-
the sides rejected Fa-
roq':l; ag!icntjun
| of abandhu

Murder Case is inja rogress be-
fore the Sessions Judge Court
Dhaka.

Barrister Korban Ali and
Mrs Azra Ali advocate-on-
record appeared for the peti-
tioner.

Additional Attorney General
Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan and
Sharifuddin Chakladar advo-
cate-on-record opposed the
prayer of stay for the state.

Malaysian DPM

postpones visit
By Staff Correspondent

Malaysian Deputy Prime
Minister Anwar [brahim who
was scheduled to pay an official
visit to Bangladesh from
November 9 to 11. has post-

the visit, lcmrdmg to
dlplomnuc sources.

In a communication to the

ment, he ted that

is visit woul have to

rescheduled "due to unforeseen
developments.”

Anwar [brahim is now on a
visit to Indonesia.

BM College
students union

polls postponed

| From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 28: The stu-
dents union election of Gov-

| m BM Umw;izywhﬁ

unavoidable circumstance, ac-
cording to a notice issued the
principal nfthcmll?c u::lmmm:ml:'Jr

will remain sus ed till De-
cember 4.

Resident students of the col-
lege were asked to leave their

mﬂmdmumuhyﬁpm

T{e notice came just four
days ahead the election of BM
University College Students'
Union (BUCSU). The election
was scheduled for November 2.

of his a pending
lng Apé:?e Division uf the

@he Baily Star

Strike at Mongla |

port continues

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 28: Stevedores
refrained from gang-booking
for the third consecutive day
today although the dock work-
ers to resume work un-
conditionally.

The dock workers agreed to
resume work after a meeti
the DC's office called by the
ing Chairman of the Hnngln
Port Authority on Monday,
sources said.

3 extortionists
held in city

By Staff Correspondent

Detective Branch (DB) of po-
lice arrested a fugitive wanted
in 25 cases and two of his ac-
complices from the city's Mir-

area yesterday.
purm DB I‘.cﬂn};rrelted Gazi
Liakat, 35, from Mirpur Section
2 during a raid. Later, on
Liakat's confession, police ar-
rested Igbal, 25, Moham-

mad Alf, 28.

Police said Liakat and his
accomplices were involved in
extorting mu from trans-

rich people of

p’t‘:-tc:iw and Keraniganj area.
3 brothers to

die for killing

sister in Kushtia

From Our Corrui:ondent

KUSHTIA, Oct 28: The Addi-
tional District and Sessions
Judge Kushtia, sentenced
three brothers to death for
killing their sister.

The judge, Alhaj Md Ainul
Huq, after examining wit-
nesses, found Sarwaruddin,
Shorabuddin and Samiruddin
gllly of murdering their

hera I(httun on Febru
1994 for interest.
lags Kavibrtas "‘”r"‘i:“‘ ef
age Kakiladaha o irpur

pu

Alter the incident, the vic-
tim's husband, Shariful Islam,
filed a case with Mirpur thana.

The case was conducted

APP on behalf of the state wh
advocate Anwar Hossain ap-

peared for the accused.
Dacoity 1n a

city house

By Staff Correspondent

Dacoits robbed gold orna-
ments worth Tk 20, and a

cash of Tk 40,000 from a house

at East Sh under Mir-

in the clty in the
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course, w:medtmhn!calasﬂs
'tanmtnd.lvemlfyuur

increase the export-
quality of the uctl t.hmugh
advanced technology, training

ﬁ HRD {tl]-lunmn Resources De-
programme.”
ut duty-free access is the
foremost need for LDCs includ-
, he added.

Referringf utju Hunda{:
statements ol the re -
tives of different munmtdutlm
minister said, "We are pleased
to learn that so many
countries are at the stage of giv-
ing duty-free access on a good
number of LDC products.”

But due to lack of integrated
initiatives and information
E:E;:ﬂm{‘.a could not reap the

t

Tofael called upon the poten-
tial trading partners, world
bodies and mult.llat::ral l‘ilmn‘t{li
cial organisations to expan
their gﬂﬁ (Official Develop-
ment Assistance) and technical
assistance to overcome the dif-
| ficulties.

Responding to him, the

 Imports from LDC

UNCTAD tative, speak-
ing on behalf of the six multi-

_lateral organisations, assured

that they would, as did in the
past, extend all sup-
port for nvt';'fa.ll development

pr:u:ntatives from EU,
USA, Japan, UK, Korea, Ger-
many and ITC also responded to
the plea of the commerce and
industries minister.

They also assured the minis-
ter that they would do more to
address the issues hinder-

ing rapid economic growth of

Eiﬁt roundtable was partici-

EaDt('::d by the member of WTO,
s and various international
organisations.

On Monday afternoon, the
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister was elected Co-chairper-
son of the thematic roundtable
entitled "Bind thc Ca }I
to Trade in L
Jan Pronk, Minjuter fnr

ment Cooperation of the

etherlanda All delegations
and international bodies took
part.
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in the city yesterday.

e
o

BNP Chalrpernun and Leader of the Uppoaltmn in Jatiyva Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia
exchanged views with the leaders of Jatiyatabadi Muktijoddha Dal at her official residence

—Star photo

Case shifted to

another court
By Staff Correspondent

her birthda
Court of
Humayun Kabir.

fourth Assistant Judge's Court.
The former prime minister

lawyers
Sanaullah Mia, who sought fur-
ther time. The District Judge
said he would give order on
their prayer later. There was a
noisy scene as almost all the de-
fence lawyers prayed for time

together.

scheduled for November 11 in
the Court of the Fourth Assis-
tant Judge.

The case was filed by a grou
of lawyers led by Advocate S
Nazrul Islam and Advocate Abu
Bakar Farhad.

CHT council

From Page 1

four writ tions.
+ If there is any natural
calamity, the elections should
be deferred and held within the
next 60 days, the court said.

There had been flash floods
and storms in the hill districts
that delayed the elections.

But the Parbattya Chatta-

am Jana Sanghati Samity

SS8), during peace talks
with the National Committee
on Chittagong Hill Tracts

(NCCHT), opposed election of

councils.

They want a Regional
Council, replacing the district
councils.

Meanwhile, the NCCHT has
finalised the draft for an accord
to end the decades-old
insurgency in the CHT by the
military wing of PCJSS at the
next meeting with PCJSS on
November 16 in Dhaka.

The draft is likely to be sent
to tlgle. PCJS}S 14§In:|wzu"1 wigtﬁl
amendments ave sought
to the draft agrcectf upon by both
sides at their last meeting on
September 14-17 in Dhaka.

It is awajting ;ﬁlruval by
Prime Minister Shei Hasina
when she returns from Britain

lth:tnb:rBl.thesnurmsald.

From Page 1

mlitlnent."
e went on "The new private
policy has attracted the
| attention of such excellent
American companies as AES,
Smith Cogeneration, New Eng-
land Power and Enron. Mobil
Oil, has just concluded an
agreement with Jamuna Oil for
a 25 million US dollar lubricant
LH
The US oil cogpanies, he
said, are now competing ago
e.-ulvely for the oppnrtum
EB:.I’IE:EE : and aiileve op
adesh’'s potential gas re-
serves and mentioned that such
companies as Halliburton, Oc-
cidental, United Meridien, Ok-
land and Unocal are already in-
| volved while other firms like
Chevron, Texaco, Mobil, Union
Texas and Enron 'will follow'.
The ambassador said the gas
already found are large
d the seismic work per-
formed indicates even larger
discoveries.
Stating that Banglnde:h
probably has more gas reserves
than its domestic economy can
E:od use, Holzman said
:xplurntnry well at Bm%:

may well
out thlt

m years, puln
2500 mw is about the size of

Egldﬂh'l current electricity
' A

He, however, cautioned: "
new wave of political instability
would have a similar impact to-

R

menﬂunirg that "the po
lttlml conflicts 1994- EB
did affect the :mnumy

He observed, "A potential for
vast investments in the energy
and power sectors, a of
more rapid economic growth
and, most importantly, job cre-
ation — is a far cry from the
situation a:ggrd;u'edeoeaoor David
Ecrrﬂl. f during his tenure

ere.”

Holzman said, "I understand
that most Bangladeshi political
parties at one time or another
— and sometimes in a
united front — have invoked
hartals. | am told that in the
colonial era, hartals were a con-
sensus measure reserved for
those occasions when no other
method of redress ap-

to offer hope were
a last resort, an :xueptlnnal
means of political expression,

not the ted norm.”

The US envoy noted "over
the last fcw hartals have
been much more fre-

quently, often for narrow pur
mdnﬁmﬂthmtrmrd
mﬂmlruﬂacuunthamﬂnnl
welfare as a whole. These har-
tlllhmnnlludtnduhgl.lcur

Ege lltunnttve to hartals is

to resolve differences through
reasoned debates in Parliament.
it is incumbent on all sides —
and most especially the gov-
ernment, which must take a
lead in these matters — to es-
tablish a spirit of tolerance and
accommodation in Parliament.”

US envoy: Gas reserves

Praising the Banglad:shl en-
trepreneurial spirit, the envoy

mentioned by name Harunur
Rashid Khan of Monno Ccramic
for successfully competing i

. most demanding North Eurn-

and North American mar-

He made a special reference
to women in Bangladesh. "Con-
sider the hundreds of thou-
sands of women lEsu'r}ru:nt work-
ers who go to their jobs each
day and earn salaries. Only a
few years ago, Bangladeshi
women generally did not work
outside their homes, History
may well record these women

t workers and the en-

eneurs who em them

as the real heroes of late twen-
tieth century adesh."

On US-B relations,
the envoy said it ond

provision of aid. The US and
Bﬁladesh he said, cooper-
in many peacekeeplng
missions in Haiti, Somalia, in
the Gulf and in Cambodia. At
home, the US Embassy together
with ILO, UNICEF and the BG-
MIA. a child labour

at has becume

Ug he :a"ﬂf han also

bemm:: a de:tlnluon for many

Bmgladcuht seek -
educnuun "Uter y thou-
lmdl of B adeshi scholars

have studied in American uni-
versities. Some have not re-
turned to their homeland, but
many are here contributing to a
better future for Bangladesh.”
Holzman mentioned.

Khaleda’s birthday:| Dacoity at PWD  Shibir enforces

The District and Sessions
Judge of Dhaka, Kazl Golam Ra-
sul, yesterday transferred the
case filed against BNP chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia to
restrain her from celebrating

on August 15 to the
rd Assistant Judge

The case was filed with the

was represented by about 100
led by Advocate

The next hearing was earlier

strike at CU

" From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 28:
Classes were not held at the

quarter in city
By Staff Correspondent

Armed dacoits took awa

ld ornaments worth about

000 and a licenced gun from
the Dhanmondi residences of a

Chittagong University (CU) to-

| adviser and an engineer of 4,y ag Islami Chhatra Shibir

of }";;]t::fm i — Meanwhile, Anti-Communal
eight dacoits attac the two- e . -

sit-in on the campus as part of
its 15-day agitation pro-

gramme.

The ICS enforced strike de-
manding release of its leader,
arrested on charge of lulu!n.g
Aminul Islam Bakul.

storey building at the PWD offi-
cers’ quarters on Mirpur Road
in Dhanmondi area at about 3
am. PWD's legal adviser Sid-
diqur Rahman Mia resides on
the first floor while engineer
Motiur Rahman lives on the

ground of the buil .
prusyr. G T, the 108 e
sts loc t ai
3 shot dead the Umwult}rgd & ?.;.‘Et".f
injuries. Farid Biswas, 56, and Eﬁhtcffg staged sit-in in front
azuddin. 65, were admitted to 0, " C'® office demanding ar-
Jhenidah Sadar Hospital in a ¢ killers of Bakul.
critical condition. I ath l;::!ll T h f’ﬁ
may Increase, police said.
Police sent the ies Jhmidlgh m ﬂrs’ 0 CBI'S_
::t{::;:y 'Hnupital morgue for Of RU Obsewe
Police patrol in the area was
increased after the killing. A strike today
case was registered with local
police station in this From Our Correspondent
St g /JSHAHL. Oct 28: Teachers,
officers and employees o
Ctg pOl"t Rajshahi Unim:i‘t}y :Lﬂl ob-
From Page 1 ::::adarlung:trlk:tumor

Rajshahi University Teach-
ers' Association and the Officer-
Karmachari Oikya Parishad
have jointly the strike to
protest 20 per ‘cent cut in pen-
sion money of the teachers, of-

Eolice and they were brought
ack to Chittagong jail
heavy police escort.

Police said these rival pris-
oners were the activists of

gy o aEdMEHP. t
o , an out-  ficers and
break of violence as a sequel to w
Eﬂ da]?h at the r:aut:riun ﬁt;.;_lltody
e ce authorities tened
g.:cupr?t}r in and around Chﬂ, NY StOCk mar k.et
tended to prevent a further fall.
GlObal StOCk - Monday's decline was the
From Page 1 D-nw'l bi t:;:tvtl:;in point
7.6 per cent and Malaysia 6.6 1 18 per 13h lvgest a4
per cent. Tuca-dly was the fourth

In morning trade alone, g
Thailand dropped 5.4 per cent,

Indonesia 6.4 cent and Chi- Asia, one of the world's fastest

na's Ehanghaipe;mrkct 6.8 per markets, played into

cent. trading global mar-

fi i :fl mnmdﬂany ﬂhnlamm mﬁmluﬂng issues outnum-

or triggeri e

turmoi thg% has swept the re- bered advancers by a 18-to-1
on since it floated the Baht on

uly 2 and brokers said the fall
had shattered hopes the market
had already hit the bottom.

Tokyo's close on the Nikkei
stock average of 225 selected
issues — down 725.67 points at
16,312.69 — was the lowest for
the key index since July 25,
1995.

Analysts said the chain-re-
action sell-offs could continue
because of investor panic and
because the New York market
had been viewed as overvalued
for a long time.

More on Page 6
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