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HE initial response

the countries to HW!A.IDS

was thal of denial. It was
pushed back as a problem

affecting the homosexuals.
But from a isolated cases
a-lised ts

it has now become the
of the century. Young

and old cf\'en d: ildren
irrespective ol gender, casle,
religion, sexual orientation and

geographical habitat, are
to it. The global status
of HIV infection as of 1 Jan-

uary, 1996 portrayed a grim pic-
tunﬂﬁnmhnucnnmﬂnn
An estimated 30.6 peo-

ple are infected with HIV
worldwide, out of which 27.4
million are adult (men-15.8 and
women-11.7) and 3.2 million
are children. An estimated 10.4

milll-unﬁu develo thDS
from ol t n-
demic until Jmnugry 199!;‘:‘{:l

Since its discovery epidemi-
suciu]ogiats comimu-
governments have
demmh:ms approaches
lem that is

HIV /AIDS. Immuvc methods

plemented from health per-
spective. Because HIV is infec-
tious, fatlgl and has ul;u cure or
vaccine for prevention as yet
 available the of tfc
rrnhlem has multiplied in
erms of its lmpact on socio-

t observation is
that &Iﬂuﬂ intrinsi-

cally chase each other in a vi-
cious circle. A community's

ability to aﬂevtut;r lm

[ "Lessons without Borders"

Tis 8:30 in the momning.
I Nasirabad, an industrial
ll;ndghmyr:tmd of Chitta-
gong has not sprung into
action. People are coming in
ones and twos to work in
rerolling mills, engineerin
and various kind o
factories. In the middﬂlgn!l';hm
buildings, there is a 25'x12’ tin
roofed house with bamboo
partitions. ' From ”l:
surroundings, it could easily
mistaken for another structure
ucing piecework for a
. But one does not hear
the sounds of metal, but rather
young voices. The sound of
nursery rhymes and multi-
plication tables. This is a
school with a difference. Shi-

mool, Palash, Swapan and

Nasima study here. They and
clmmntﬂ are the sons
tmull

:ulhrl  me gﬂo

lnd girls lmme uuk younger
due to malnutrition) are study-
ing the syllabus of class two.
They are older than their class
compared to the students in
*‘h overnment primary schools.
may be late in joinin
schnol hul they do not lac
ambition. Ehinmul wants to be-

e & RIY TSR NAstna

boy wants to be an engineer.
They spoke to a group of Ameri-
can community development
activists who came to visit their
school on September 24, as a
Fnrl of a United States Agency
or International Development
(USAID) nsored amme,
“Lessons Without Borders.” The
members of the group were
Maxine Reed Vance of Healthy
Start, Kate Goddard of Women
Entrepreneurs of Baltimore,
Tanya Johnson of Project
HEAL. Joan Whitaker of Action
for Boston Community Devel-
opment, and Ka Tulenko
ol the Chesapeake Health Plan
Foundation. They arrived in

h on September 19 to
learn from Bangladesh's expe-
rience in development activities
and to see if any of these ac-
:Lx:tﬁ; FIEI}'IUM be re icaan]:xl in

ey we BBFCCI ly in-
terested to see non- nrmalya
proaches to provide educaunn
to the children of disadvan-
taged sections of society.

The school at Nasirabad is
one of 314 similar institutions
in the Chitltagong are, 34,000 all
over the country, run by BRAC,

one of the largest non-govern-

ﬂl'

turn poverty increases a com-
munily's vulnerability to HIV
infection. Therefore. il is evi-
dent that HIV/AIDS prevention,
control and management is a
t issue. At the root
of HIV/AIDS spread lies the
most personal and Eﬁarhrate be-
haviour of individu The key
factor therefore, for addressi
this problem is behavioura
change at the personal, famnily
and community level which can
only be achieved by creating an
environment of empowerment
R:tr en the right:
to seek, receive and impart
information
* to freedom from discrimina-
tion
to care and support
* o security of person
* o freedom of opinion and
expression
* to share in scientific ad-
vancement and its benefit
* to take part in and influenc-
ing the government
In some parts of the world
AIDS epidemic is maturing
while in others it is surfacing.
Because of this phenomenal
eruptions the epidemic situa-
Unn is getting worse; from
nearly 10 million HIV infec-
tions in 1990 to over 27 million
in 1996. A further f of it is
that since the beginning of the
ml";dcmk the large majority of
infections, 9.:1 cent have
occurred in the dcvr.ln ing
world. The number of HIV in-
fected in Southeast Asia
is now more than three times
the total number of infected
people in the entire industri-

alised world.
In this context the vulnera-
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by Mahbubul Alam
mental organizations in
Bangladesh. Students in these

schools learn Bangla, English,
mathematics, social studies

. and environmental awareness

in a three-year course. After

com of the programme,

are eligible for enrollment

in class five in government
schools.

At the school, there are no

benches for the students nor a

chair for the teacher. Students

sat in a ' ilern on a floor
covered with mats and the
teacher gave lessons standing

in the middle. The American
tion from the community

it organizations sat

on the floor and talked with the
students and the t:m':hcr The

visitors mt wh ,
n&hw tga i
punln ang |
Mﬁﬂﬂm |

Raﬂqur Rahman, Area Man-,
ager of BRAC, told them that
1 schools supplement gov-
ernment institutions. Some of
these children of low-income
parents were not permitted to go
to schools when they came of
age of age or drop out for
economic reasons. advan-
tage of the non-formal schools
is their flexibility in class
hours. Classes are held in two
shifts, one in 8:30 in the morn-
ing and another in 12:30.
Teacher Daisy Akhtar said that
a committee of the parents and
the teacher fixes the timing of
the session considering other
demands on children to work at
lilome or in the fields.

BRAC's Non-Formal Pri-
mary Education (NFPE) began
in 1985 in response to a demand
for schools which suit the needs
of the poorest of the r. US-
AID 600 million taka

through the Bangladesh gov- -

ernment for the three financial

beginning 1996-97 for the

on-formal and Adult Literac

Programme, of which 100 mil-
lion taka has already been
spent in the last financial year.
More than a million students
are now enrolled in these
schools through out the coun-
try.

The visiting delegation of
American community devel-
opment workers wanted fto
know how many BRAC school
graduates iﬂ]ﬂtﬂ the govern-
ment schools. The teacher said

that they expected 80 per cent ol

A CUP OF
COFFEE...

" donors and

HIV/AIDS

by Tasneem Mosadeq

bilit Bangladesh to
HIV/YMDS because of its geo-
graphical proximity to the ar-
eas like India, Myanmar and
Thailand where it is erupting
now with rapid fire spread con-
sequences can no longer be ig-
nored. According to the gov-
ernment endorsed surveillance
83 HIV infected cases have so far
been detected in sh out
of which four have resulted in
full blown AIDS and eventual
death. Although, the figures
may look very insignificant
compared to the estimated 3
million HIV infected cases in
India. Yet the fact that all the
factors which contribute to the
spread of HIV abound in this
country and the infra-structure
required to prevent, control and
care is almost non-existent
ves us an extremely short
ease of life.

Bangladesh now has a na-

tiona Dg olicy on
STD/HIV/AI ndorsed by the
cabinet. Subsequently, a draft

strategic plan for five years for
the national AIDS programme
was developed. For s en-
ing it a two-day workshop to re-
view the draft 5-year strat
lan was organised by the
angladesh AIDS Prevention
and Control Fré:ugramme on 28
and 29 April, 1997 ta-
tives from NGO's, relevant GOB
sectors, multi and bilateral
private sectors par-
ticipated in the session. One of
the key elements that emer
from the dialogue and in-depth
discussion ‘was the multi-sec-

toral thrust for effective inter-

them to join. She said, "The
reputation of BRAC schools is
so high that their graduates do
not need to appear at the en-
trance examination. Many of
the graduates even govern-
ment achnlamhipu on a merit
basis.”

A member of the delegation
asked about the student atten-
dance. The teacher said that the
attendance was near 100 per
cent. Mrs Akhtar said, "If a stu-
dent remains absent, the school
committee enquires and even
goes to his or her home to know
the cause. This ensures the at-
tendance of the students.”

The Americans asked the
att;;]mt i:'sti"twcrt their fs:nurite
subjects. Bangla, learnin
about the environment and smg
cial studies seemed to be popu-

Are m:?'b‘aeh“i? s'iﬁ‘-.’x’l‘ui‘ie"t'ﬂ'&

creative thinking processes of
the students.

At the end of their visit of
Bangladesh, the American dele-

Egun met together to exchange
ahml; dcwlupt.nind oedtecin
t t prqjccta
they saw in Baﬁ:dah the
mect itaker of Ac-
tun Community De-

t said that she was

im with the integration

of child care and family plan-
ning. Kathryn Tulenko of
Chesapeake Health Plan Foun-
dation said that the way

Grmnﬁ:liﬂ‘ruﬂ (which they also
vesTeesiPp 1ITPYZES S esOoqQrces

gave her an idea as 1o how their
funds could be utilized in a bet-
ter way. She was surprised to
know that Grameen Bank has a
branch in her area of the United
States and planned to contact
the branch. She said, “The other
thing struck me was that the or-
izations were well rcpared
ere also hnvlnﬁ Iurt:l
tors soon. We will be prr:
in the same way.” Tanya h
son said, "l learned about the re-
lationship between health and
economic productivity. When
women are :mpowerrd child
health improves." She further
said that she was pleased to see
efforts to involve r men.
“When men are better off, rela-
tionships improve. One thing
we have totally forgotten is the
role of the rural woman in the
US. 1 think this trip was a bless-
ing for me.’ — USIS

vention lor the prevention and
control of HIV/AIDS in
Bangladesh. In this context a

resentation was made by AC-

ONAID Bangladesh (AAB) ‘in
collaboration with Christian
Commission for Development
in Bangladesh (CCDB) a local
organisation.

Finalisation of national
strategic plan incorporating
relevant feedback from the con-
sensual workshop is under pro-
cess. We now require concerted,
comprehensive and flexible
plan of action involving all
sectors not only for today but

for tomorrow because the effect
of HIV/AIDS will become evi-

.......
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in both the wnrkshnps and ac-
tively guided the working ses-
sion. In his closing speech he
reiterated government's com-
mitment for accelerating the

country-wide intervention on
HW}' and pledged his Mln-
istry's involvement and su

Rort The interaction among the
onourable MPs, activists, pri

vate sector participants and
media people in the workin

session was extremely cordial.

It was at once nuuc:ahle that
the law makers were not
knowledgeable about HIV/AIDS
transmission, prevention, high
risk behaviour, care and socio-
economic and political impact.
But throughout the session they
were like eager studenfs trying

e

Making Parliamentarians Partners for Prevention and Control

NGOs but at the end efforts of
these sectors were recognised
and the exposure that the work-
shop provided was unani-
mously appreciated.

The most important aspect
of the workshop was the open
and congenial atmosphere
where everyone felt at ease to

ﬁak about sensitive issues

like sexually transmitted dis-
eases, sexual behaviour, high
risk behaviour roup, social
mobilisation and community
empowerment. All the MPa
agreed that appropriate sup

in caring for le with S
is a priority with the aim to
contain the spread. It was en-
coura nd that the MPs
in their estness rose above

Health and Family I’elflrp Minister Elllhnddin Yousuf dgnlng th d l:nti B
ﬂmwm-wkhrmmnlmwm--hm o o8 pi"fecil

dent then. With this view and to
l‘elterati éﬁ{}?ﬂlﬂg secturaé rtl:w
sponse Bangladesh
(AAB) in collaboration with the
Bangladesh AIDS Prevention
and Control Programme
(BAPCP) supported two work-
shops organnised by the Centre
for Advocacy and Social Mobil-
isation (CASM) for the Hon-
ourable Members of Parlia-
ment. The theme of the work-
shop was "Developing Social
Commitment With e Law-
makers To Control HIV/AIDS".
To enact a poli require
the endorsement :Iy the l sla-
tors. And the multi- stctﬂral ap-
proach involving different gov-
ernment and private sectors
can become a reality when the
representatives of the people
are directly involved because
they work lor the people. They
are the pivot around which the
community moves. The objec-

.tive of the wurkshnp waa to
brain-storm by b

. twesn lh-n:
mf'.htaria

tion that the programme was
planned and executed. We were
not sure of the response and re-
action of the respected Members
of Parliament and their partic-
ipation especially on a sensi-
tive and controversial issue of
HIV/AIDS. The two works
g;rlc held l_Illri tlhe F;g?n Paci
otel on cm-
ber fml October, 1997, re-
spectively. We were very en-
cguﬂrag to find that the MP
ation was 50 per cent.
The Honourable Minister for
Health and Family Welfare, Mr
Salahuddin Yousuf inspite of
his busy schedule participated

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE NEGOTIATIONS

: tn allend ln th:

L | Th: presen
a"’ﬁﬂ“’?ﬁz '"mffﬂPwmp.

to learn and assimilate. There
were debates which resulted in
pro-active feedback.

The highlight of the second
workshop was the presentation
by the Peer Educators from the
SHAKTI project of CARE in the
Tangail brothel. The peer edu-
cators are sex workers of the
brothel. The MPs intently ab-
sorbed their presentation
which focused on their life,
their vulnerable position, ex-
ploitation, their children and

the std/HIV/AIDS prevention
programme throu condom
promotion and linking up of

the local structure. The
response of the MPs to the pre-
sentation was humane, com-
passionate and positive. They
agreed that eviction of sex
workers was not the solution
for addressing HIV/AIDS. Some
of them felt that as decision
makers they have *m obligation

1 the working groups crﬂ
hastzcd the nceg gat a prob-

em of such immense magni-
tude must draw national atten-
tion and discussion in the par-
liament but prior to that the
legislators must be informed of

the activities that are IahlnF
place at the government level.
The law makers expressed their
desire (o move away from the
ush surrounding of a five-star
tel and into the field for real-
istic intervention. Alt . in
both the session resentment
was voiced towards lack of in-
formation flow from sectors

involved in intervention and
the overbearing role of the

~ [Huctivity, depletion of sk

!

- Ness cComiImuni

their political affiliation, so-
cial dogmas and personal prej-
udices to accept the changes
that were proposed for inter-
vention in the identified core
group.

But it was rather disa
ing to find virtual absence of
representation from the busi-
ty. The economic
impact of HIV/AIDS will first
be felt by the private sector at
the micro level. In a few coun-
tries of Africa some banks and
industries are facing closure
due to the increasing mortality
rate because of AIDS. Therefore,
the business community here
must not feel complacent that it
is not their problem. They must
be aware that HIV/AIDS preva-
lence is highest among the 15 to
45 years m?g group which is the
A
nying cost of HIV/AIDS in
ferms of-absentism, lower ;])

ill

wer, high staff turn
ealth insurance will cre-

private enterprises with a spill
over effect on the macro econ-
omy of the coun

However, the bottomline is
that the MPs as Peopll: S repre-
sentatives work lor the people,
the NGOs work in the commu-
nity with the people and the
gg:l:rnmcnt as the caretaker of

democratic system is estab-
lished by the people so where is
the room for any disparity? We
must join hands to combat

against the scourge of
HIV/AIDS. _

The writer is Head of Dis-
ability and AIDS Coordination
Unit, ACTIONAID Bangladesh.
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| Causes of Fish Mortahty

Syed Arif Mustafa Al-Arabi

ECENTLY two items had
Rdrawn my attention. One

was published on July 16
titled as " pesticides being
imported "due to ‘faulty’ ban
order by Shehab Ahmed and
Inam Ahmed" and the other
published the following day
titled as ‘Terrible

Eiri umvention”.
s a conscious citizen as

well as responsible government
officer of my country I feel it is
my duty to uncover the TRUE
story.

It is nice to hear that
muld pesticides are now

in Bangladesh. But still
somebody trying to find out
some hole to market it in dif-
ferent brand names which is
really unfortunate. In 1990-91,
I raised this issue first that Rip-
cord, Cymbush and Decis are
extremely toxic to fish in labo-
ratory condition. I should men-
tion that I was the Principal In-
vestigator of Fish Toxicity Pro-
ject at H.ivfgiﬂnﬂe EISta“nn FRI

-94

nmf"nl}gg?!d[ expert hagﬂhﬁﬁsi%
(PTASC) Peaticide Technical
Advisar& Sub-Committee
(1989-1994) from FRI as well as
Ministry of Fisheries.

Initially nobody {»ut into ear
to my mc:n:t but later when
I sh some of my laboratory
results, the committee was
convinced. But the multi-na-
tional com es protested and
they me through PTASC
to carry out field trial which
was almost impossible to
out at that moment owing to
lack of trained extra-manpower
and financial limitations. And
the PTASC allowed them to
market sgnthetic pyrethroids
until my field results come out.
In fact initially these pesti-
cides were registered nst
Cotton Ball Worm and at that
time the pesticide companies
had managed to convince the
then Dept of Fisheries people
(that time, FRI was not estab-
lished and Chand pur Freshwa-
ter Station was a pa.rt of DOF) to
consider these pesticides for
registration, mentioning as
these will be applied only on up-
land crop like cotton. But later,
they silently extended their la-
bel of application to use these
on other crops like vegetables,
tea, wheat, rice etc:, very tact-
full without prior consent of

of Fisheries.

n 1992 and 1993 we con-
ducted some field trials with
some locally available s
thetic pyrethroid in RI
Chandpur and the results were

very good. Actually, there is no
dchate that pyrethroids are
short rsistent pesticides
(from erent literatures), but
extremely toxic to fish if it
comes in contact with water.
shiveih W iy if it
if it

rains or showered
which sub tJy wash some
portion of the sln:ides evf:n

gfler 72 hours al'ter apre
roadcasting. Bangla

lengthy rainy season and it
rains any time of the year
which washes out these pesti-
cides in low-lying waterbodies,
ponds, lakes, canals etc. and
causes fish mortality.

One Mr M A Jalil, Director of
Krishi Rashayan had wrote sev-
eral letters and articles also on
this issue in "The B adesh
Observer” at that time. en |
placed these results to PTASC,
there was none to dispute. And
our committee forwarded it to
PTAC headed by Secretary,
Ministry of iculture (then
Mr AN M Yusuf was in charge)

to put restriction in marketing
of pyrethroid pesticides. At this

stage, some pesticide c:ﬂ"mb
tried to purchase me
my voice which [ boldly n:funed
But this time pupular TV-face
Mr Shaikh Shiraj has telecast
my two interviews in a weekly
agricultural magazine pro-
amme "Mati O Manush" and
en University programme
"BOU" and BTV re-telecast this
interview twice within six
months.

Basically, it was for public
awareness as well as forecast-
ing the effects on aquatic biota.
Now some companies have be-
come so arrogant that they
threatened me. We were asked
by the Secretary to explain why
we to put han on these
group of pesticides and we ex-
plained the reason in two/three
consecutive PTAC . But
still the multi-national com-
panies disagreed this decision.
They put another question, we
didn't follow the Fish Toxicity

Test Protocol properly. At this
time we formulat gje aynew pro-

tocol for pesticide toxicity test,
which has accepted now as Na-
tional Fish Tux:lt:it}f Test Proto-
col. The last Protocol was

Bted in 1970 and moderated

tly in 1974 (probably), but
fnrtunatel Ifnllnwad the FAO,
EPA OCED guidelines ali
through. And I designed the
Fish Toxicity Protocol with re-
spect to our climate and re-
sources. Fnrtunatelf it was ac-
cepted unanimously in PTAC
meeting and uuhst:quentli the
government banned pyrethroid
pesticides.

I think FRI has recom-
mended this issue timely and
the future studies should focus
on the level of effects on the bi-
ology of fish, may be up to
molecular or cellular level and
it is no more very important to
carry out so-called "Broad-
Based Research"” like field trials
with different doses again. It is
very time-consuming and
labour-intensive. As it will be
difficult to motivate our illit-
erate farmers that they should
confined their use of
pyrethroids within non-rice
crops, so it should be banned.
They can't check their emotions
when pest outbreak occurs.
They only search which pesti-
cide can control pest infesta-
tion immediately ignoring the
other health or environmental

hazards.
i+ Agricutturat Extension

Workers (Block Supervisors or
PPI} can guarantee that they
will control the use of
pyrethroids within non-cereal
crops by their physical presence
during pesticide applications,
only then it may be considered
to use thruicls until we can

lect tab]c a]t:maﬂve

com
ike Cuttu all Wnnn But it
not eas arry out in ﬁ
level. his is true that for

mosquito control and other
public health {JUI‘PDEE
deltamethrin group plays a vi-
tal role (especially for produc-
ing mosquito coils, aernanl
etc.). It cannot be replaced im-
mediately until we can find a
suitable alternative. So, it may
be permitted to import
deltamethrin a certain quantit
for producing public healt
items only which must be han-
dled by the skilled personnel of
that specific companies.

The author is a PhD Re-
search Fellow, Department of
Molecular Biology, University

of Bergen, Norway.

How Should the Developmg Countries Respond

hRL‘l" this month, a very
ificant meeting wan
hl: d in Washington, D.C.
It was a meeting that

policymakers in the developin
countries (the South) ahuul
take close note of because it
could ultimately have serious
economic and environmental

impacts on their future.

The all-day meeting was
called by the ite House as a
reparatory sleg towards the
ormulation of the U.S. negoti-
ating position for the forthcom-
ing climate change negotiations
to be held in Japan later this

by Jim Davis

-"TI-E.'H HASTILY
DONS HIS SUIT
BEFORE

DRAWN BY JOHN McLUSKY

THIS WON'T HURT A BIT/

ar. ‘I'he meeting could poss

ly not have had a higher pru-
file. It was actively chaired by
President Bill Clinton and Vice
President Al Gore and had half
their cabinet in attendance.
The four panels included the
leading lights of the U.S.
academia, corporations and
labour movement with presen-
tations from key policy players
including the secretaries of
State, Energy and the Treasury.
However, the meeting was sig-
nificant not simply because of
who was there or the high level
of policy concern that climate
change is generating. The meet-
ing was significant—at least
fromm a developing country per-
spective—because it seemed to
spell a new direction in U.S.
policy towards them,

Despite the blurred rhetoric
of the meeting, the message
seemed to be that for the indus-
trialized world (the North) to be
able to do anything on climate
change, the South would also
have to do its "share”. Al-
though the exact tude of
this share was never laid out, it
was very obvious that the U.S.
will look unfavourably at any
treaty that does not spell out
binding emission restrictions
for the developing countries.

What this means is the un-
raveling of the finely crafted
principle of "shared but differ-
entiated responsibility” in in-
ternational environmental pol-
icy. If this turns out to be so, it

would mean that developing
countries would be asked to
make ‘similar’, {f not the same,
percentage emission cuts. This,
despite the fact that the histori
cal and current responsibility
for carbon emissions lies
squarely with the North (BO per
cent ol the emissions come
from the 20 r cent of the
world population living in the
North). Moreover, this will
contradic the so-called "Berlin
Mandate™ of 1995 (which Lhe
U.S. signed) which promises
that South will NOT be asked to
forfeit its development aspira-
tions in the name of gf::tha]
warming.

Given how closely carbon
emissions are linked to energy,

by Adil Najam

doing anything to significantly
combat global warming cannot
Fosnihly cheap. For the U.S.

hich produces 22 per cent of
all rmlauinnsl the cost could
run into hundreds of billions of
dollars;: even for developing
countries which contribute a
fraction thereol, the cost would
be mammoth enough to put
their entire economy in disar-
ray. ‘While the urgency of doing
something is very real, the poor
of the developing world cannot
afford to pay the environmen-
tal bills of the industrialized
rich. At this critical juncture in

face ol it the scheme seems to
have merit: the rich are able to
buy cheaper abatement, and the
r get much needed resources.
owever, for the South it has
many problems: it is akin to the
medieval notion "buying indul-
gences” by gﬂ}ring gold to have
our sins absolved: it provides
ittle incentive for changes in
consumption; it does not penal-
ize bad behavior; it overlooks
sovereignty considerations;
and, linally, it ignores the long-
term: what will happen when
the elficiency gains dry up
(which will happen soon
enough) or as developing actu-
ally lop.

1990 numbers for both population and emissions
could be used to keep the calculations fair for high

rmim'n! as well as high mukm'on countries

the ations, it is vital that
policy-makers in the South
recognize this not-so-subtle
shift in U.S. policy, understand
its dire implications, and de-
velop a concerted strategy to re-
spond to it.

To be effective, any Southern
strategy will have to dispel two
common perceptions: first, that
the developing countries are not
really interested in the envi-
ronment and, second, that they
are merely unlnF it as a new

loy for or money from
the rich. iu means that the
developing countries need a
sirategy that a) Is proactive in
that it cl:a:H states that they
are interested in solving the is-
sue and suggests concrete ways
of doing so, and b) uses a prin-
cipled stand instead of the beg-
ging bowl to further their devel-
opmental interests,

One such strategy could be to
throw the proposals coming
[rom the North back at them.
To be specific, the pro 1 that
the U and many European
powers seemn (o favour calls for
an “emissions trading scheme”
merged with “joint implemen-
tation.” The general idea is to
devise a semi-voluntary tradi
scheme, based on current ne
emissions, allowing the rich to
invest in poor countries to
"good behavior” credit. On t

The developing countries
should do better than just raise
these concerns. They should
turn them around and suggest
their own, counler-proposal.
This is what the South should
say to the North. We think a
trading scheme IS a good idea
and are willing to go along with
it as long as it is based not on
half-baked notions of joint
implementation and voluntary
arrangements but on the firmer
grounds of a principle of ‘per
capita pollution rights.” II, in-
deed, the atimosphere is a global
common then every individ-
ual—whether from the rich
North or the poor South—
should have equal rights over
its use and equal responsibili-
ties for its upkeep. Let us, then,
give property rlghls to the at-
mosphere (o the citizens of the
workd. Let us determine the av-
erage level of emission per per-
son that the atmosphere can
sustain and drui nate that as
the per capita pollution right to
be managed by the individual's
country. Those who emit more
than this would be required to
“buy” pollution space from
those who emit less that their

uota. 1990 numbers for both
&-pulntmn and emissions could
usedrto keep the calculations
fair for high emitting as well as
high population countries.

“There are many advant r.-s
to such a proposal. First,
scheme sends the right m:s-
sages to both North and South,
encouraging the first to reduce
emissions and the later to keep
them low. Second, it is based on
moral principle rather than on
an arbitr allocation. Third,
instead of turning developing
countries into ars it ces
them on an equal footing with
the industrialized nations giv-
ing them the exact same :;lé"lts
and responsibilities. Fourth, it

rovides a viable mechanism
or debt relief for the rest
countries. Fifth, it is based on a
market instrument and meshes
with the ideological tem latc of
our times. Sixth, it can
the sovereignty quagmin: hc
cause countries are free to raise
and spend the monies as they
like. Finally, it is long-term in
character: once established it
can maintain itself until it dies
out when all countries reach
emissions that are at or below

their per capita quotas.
The Idea itself is not new,

However, it is an idea whose
time has finally come. Substan-
tively, this has always been the
best option for the South.
Strategically, there are at least
two reasons why this is the
right time for the South to put
forth this proposal. First,
having themselves called for a
trading stlrhrént. the North tnni
nol sim ismiss a pro

which ig :’Ir:macd on thF:: E::’l
same principle. Second, there
could possibly be no better re-

sponse to the new policy vibes
{'Eﬂun from the \E'muhln on.
They arr rnticlzlnf the South
for not fulfilling its environ-
mental responsibility; this can
be the South's way of retortin
back, "OK, if you want ‘equa
we will give you equal—but
ual means equal... in respon-
sibility AS WELL AS rights.

The writer, from Pakistan,
teaches international relations
and environmental policy at
Boston University and (s also
the Associate Df.rectur of the
MIT-Harvard Public Disputes

Program at the Program on Ne-
otlation at Harvard Law
hool.



