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SEC move to
improve quality
of disclosure
by listed cos

By M Shamsur Rahman

The Securities and Exchange
Commission [(SEC) has
amended four of its rules to im-
prmrc quality of accounting

osure b hstr:d companies
il.nl:l of auditing.

The amendments, made on
Wednesday, are aimed at
b further transparency
in° the affairs of the ?ublicly-
said o

With the introduction of the
amended rules, every company
must include a cash flow state-

ment, t and loss account
and a uhﬁ?t in its an-
nual . must follow inter-
miﬂo:muunlmg standard

by ICAB and has to
lnbmlt a ha]f+3r=lr report
within one month close of
the first half—ycar These
should be prepared and trans-

See Page 12 Col 3
Dawn-to-dusk

road barricade
in CHT today

KHAGRACHHARI, Oct 25:
Parbatya Sarbadaliya Oikya
Parishad called a down-to-dusk
hartal in three hill distﬁctu on

ad, a platform of
aum: litical parties inclu
BNP, JP (Z-M) and Jamaat, wil
also enforce a dawn-to-dusk
road barricade prngramme in
Kh chhari and Bandarban
hill districts tomorrow,

In support of tomorrow's
barricade amme, the pari-
shad brought out a torch
procession in the hill town this

evening.

553 more return
from S Arabia

The number of returnees
from Saudi Arabia rose to 3,353
with the return of 553 more

Bo.nglnduhls yesterday, reports
Statc Minister for Labour

and wer M A Mannan
tional rt before
his ure for Oslo by the

welfare desk of the Manpower
Bureau.

The minister directed the
Ministry of Manpower and the
Bureau to properly monitor the
return of Bangladeshis.

Jewellery shop
at N’ ganj looted

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 25:
Gold ornaments worth about Tk
8.56 lakh were robbed from a
Jewellery Ehﬂ at Kalirbazar at

Nara an% sl night,

Aﬁ{er reaking th: shutter of
Pal and Sons, a Jewellery shop
housed in Amzad Market, an
unidentified gang entered in-
side the shop on K C Nagh Road
at Kalirbazar last night.

The attackers broke the lock
of the vault and took away
1516.32 grams of gold orna
ments worth about Tk 8,56,700
and left the scene.

However, none was arrested
in connection with the incident
till filing of this report. Sumon
Pal, the owner of the shop,
lodged a case with Sadar thana
in this regard.
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A scheduled meeting of the
five-member committee on 'po-
litical cases’ against BNP lead-
ers and workers was not held
yesterday as two BNP members
of the committee did not turn up

Kj "a congenial atmo-
sphere is still missi

The committee is headed by
Post and Telecommunications

{ Minister Mohammad Nasim.

The other members are Advo-
cate Rahmat Ali, MP, and

Mizanur Rahman Magu, MP, of
the ruling Awami gue and
Maj (retd) Hafizuddin Ahmed,

MP, and Barrister Aminul Haq,
MP, of BNP.

The committee, formed in
September was to hold its first

meeting yesterday.
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Atmosphere not conducive yet: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

Nasim had invited the BNP
lawmakers for the meeting over
telephone on Friday. When con-
tat:tcd Nasim told The Dail
Star last night. "They (BN
members) did not turn up and
they informed me of their deci-
sion.”

When contacted, the BNP
lawmakers said that a decision
was taken at party forum that
BNP could not sit for dialogue,
talks or meeting with AL till a
mﬂnfcrﬂa] atmosphere was cre-

riaﬂzuddiri] said. “Any e:ﬁf;';
for dialogue shou preced
by a show of good-will and seri-
ousness on the part of the gov-
ernment”. He said, "Immedi-
ately after a four-point. agree-

come up with

Meetmg on 'political
cases' not held

ment between AL and BNP early
this year, Delwar Bhali
C:i siuun Chief Whip Khan-
dakar Delwar Hossain) and I

submitted to Mr Nasim a list nf
false cases lodged t our
leaders and ut no ac-

tion was taken so far."

Citing some examples of al-

{c&:d "political harassment”
i
sions and rallies, fresh arrest of
pa:'jt}r workers and
cec

police action on proces-

Say-
Iskandar from going
abroad, Major (retd) Hafizuddin
said, "Durtng my telephonic

conversation this evening

(Saturday) | urged Mr Nasim to
ood intentions
and to release those arrested in

See Page 12 Col 8

The government is likely to
sign a contract with a US com-
Unocal, for development

of Snahbazpur as field, setting
up of pi e a.nd a power plant
under the Western Region Inte-
ted Project (WRIP), providing

a lesser share of gas royalty
for the country than in earlier
production sharing contracts
with foreign companies.

According to official
sources, the Energy Ministry
instructed Petrobangla and
Bangladesh Power Develop-
ment Board (BPDB) on October
14 to complete negotiations
with Unocal and sign the WRIP
contract by October 30.

The deal will include a Pro-
duction Sharing Contract (PSC)
for developi ng the Shahbazpur
Gas Field in Bhola with 72 per
cent share for the country.
In.i.h{: put. the gglvrrnﬂmt

i

By Sharier Khan

had signed PSCs with British
company Cairn and US com-
pany Occidental, outlining 77.5
per cent share for the country in
the gas fields at Semutang in
Chittagong Hill Tracts and
Jalalabad in Sylhet.

When contacted, energy
perts claimed. if the
ment signs the PSC with 72:28
equity ratio, the coun will
lose 100 million US dollars (in
comparison with the past PSCs]
in the next 20 years (the dura-
tion of the contract for opera-
tion in Shahbazp

Ex-
OVEIT]-

ur).

Other clauses of the draft
WRIP agreement are also
against the interest of the
country, the e ts alleged.
The country will lose two to
three billilon US dollars in 35
ycﬂ:l'u if this deal is signed, they
sai

D:fendini th: drnft ‘WRIP

Shahbazpur gas field, pipeline, power plant

Unocal to sign contract for
- | integrated project this month

aﬁe:mcnt one Energy Ministry
official however said that it

would bring in huge foreign in-
vestment in the country. "Be-
sides, the n western re-
gion will have an infras-
tructure which would have ft'tl_r
reaching impact there," the of-
ficial said.

Unocal has initialled a PSC
with the government few
months back to devel the
Sh;ll';ihaz ur Gas Field and
su proposals to lay a 45-
km pipeline in Bhola-Barisal,
and install a 200 MW r
Enn:t (expandable to 500 m

region.

The total investment -

tion for the WRIP is 450 mi

US dollars in the first phase

and 300 million dollars in the

second . Local experts say

half of this invesiment was
See Fn.ge 12 Col 1
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Truck workers put
up barricade on
Bogra-Nagarbari
road for 4 hrs

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 25: Traflic
was disrupted as truck and tank
lorry workers put barricade on
the Bogra-Nagarbari highway
at Baghabari today, reports
UNB.

Sirajganj District Truck
Sramik Union and Baghabari
Tank Lorry Sramik Union en
forced the barricade from 9 am

rotesting assault on a truck
abour of Sirajganj by a Bogra
truck worker on Thursday

Hundreds of trucks and
buses running between capital
Dhaka and North Bengal re-
mained stranded for about four
hours, creating serious traffic
congestion.

Later. the barricade was
withdrawn as the Sirajganj dis-
trict administration assured
action against the culprits.

RAJSHAHI, Oct 25: At least
45 le including 30 students
of Rajshahi University were in-
jured in a clash between stu-
dents and local people at the
varsity's Kazla Gate today.

Eight seriously injured stu-
dents including five girls were
admitted to Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital (RMCH).

After the clashes. the agl-
tated students ransacked some
office rooms at the administra-
tive building.

Campus sources said several
hundred students of Chemistry,
Applied Chemistry and Bio-
rhrmialrr departments mﬁan-
ised a rally in front of the Main
Gate of ’[]‘It university blocking
the Rajshahi-Dhaka highway
protesting alleged job discrimi-
nation in pharmaceutical in-

' 45 injured as RU students
locals clash near campus

From Our Correspondent

dustries. Hundreds of vehicles

were stranded on both sides for |

about two hours.
Mt:r the rally the students
t out a procession. All of
n uu n, workers of the vehi-
cles alun& with some local peo-
ple attacked the procession.

Seriously
Poly, Shamima. Rekha, Mukta.
Sweat, Murad, Enamul and
Shafiur Rahman were admitted
to RMCH. '

Police fushed to the spot and
brought the situation under
control by lobbying four rounds
of tear gas shell and resorting to
lathicharge.

Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity Prof M A Khaleque later
formed a five-member probe
committee headed by Prof

See Page 12 Col 1

- convocation

injured students |
| payscale include meetings and

| processions in all

| ment emplo

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina unveils the plaque of Jute Museum of Dundee Heritage

Trust in UK yesterday.

Honorary
doctorate
conferred

on Hasina

DUNDEE, Oct 25: An hon-
orary Doctorate of Philosophy
in Liberal Arts was conferred
on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today by the University
of Ahcrta reports UNB.

aduatinn ceremony
was tm place at the City
Chamber at City Square here
this mo

Sheikh , attiring the

gown, en the
City Chamber in a ceremonial
Chancellors procession. partic-
ipated by the Lord Provost, and
tﬂ: and Vice Chancel-
lor of the University.

In the citation. Assistant
Principal of the University
A]:H:rta{‘ said since becoming

inister. Sheikh Hasina
has continued her efforts on
behalf of the poor and the dis-
advant .

"Not only has economic
Jrowth exceeded the ta-
tion, but Sheikh Hasina has
achieved this within a regime
'hlch has emiphasised the need

i Sed Page 12-€oH

Meet demands
by Nov 9 or
face agitation:
Govt employees

Bangladesh Sarkari Karma-
chari Samannoy Parishad de-
cided to go for agitation from
November 10 if their demands
are not met by November 9, re-
ports UNB.

Their action ammes to
press for a revision of the

overnment
offices in Dhaka, all Divisional
Commi . DC and TNO of-
fices on November 10 and mass-
contact from November 11-24.

A grant rally of the govern-
s will be held in
the capital at Central Shaheed
Minar premises on November
25 from where fresh pro-
gramme will be announced.

The decisions came from a

See Pape 12 Col 5
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PM at CHOGM working session

Help member states
achieve equality,

EDINBURGH, Oct 25: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
said Bangladesh had ratified
the Convention on Elimination
of all forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) and
endorsed the declaration on the
elimination of violence against
women, s BSS.

"We have also institution-
alised a mechanism for main-
streaming women in develop-
ment programmes in all na-
tional plans,” she said while in-
tervening a debate on "Trade,
investment and development,
global reproductive health
needs and world population

h" at the first working
session of CHOGM here Friday.

She said "we have ensured

departmcnt

of the nt parate

development

ment (WID) programmes, other
than a well organised Ministry
of Women's Affairs.” She said a
national women's development
policy has also been adopted
which aims at equality, em-
powerment and improvement
of the quality of life of women
through health, population and
family planning programmes
encompassigg the broader as-
pects of reproductive health and
rights.

She said with a dense popu-
lation, high rate of illiteracy,
significant incidence of infant
and child mortality, seclusion
of women, rigid traditional and
cultural influence, national ef-
forts in promoting family
Flannln g for controlling popu-
ation have been for sometime
facing an immense challenge.

_units_for_women in.._ d,zvdup-.?_.__ -..568 Page 12 Col 4

Foil conspiracy on CHT
by observing Nov 7: BNP

Opposition BNP has decided
to draw up an elaborate pro-
amme to observe the National
Etmluﬂﬂn and Solidarity Day
on November 7 in a belitting
manner, reports UNB.
The decision was taken at a
joint meeting of the national
executive committee of BNP and
its front organisations yester-
day at the 29 Minto Road offi-
cial residence of the Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament.
The meeting, presided over
BNP secretary Abdul
annan Bhuiyan, formed a
“Committee for Celebration of
National Revolution and Soli-
darity Day '97" with Col (Retd)
Oli MP as its convenor.
A sub-committee was also
formed to chalk out the pro-
amme for November 7. Abdul-
Eh Al Noman, Haris Chowd-

A long queue of vehicles at Ancha.

Tripura imposes
night curfew

~on villages

- along border

l
|
i AGARTALA., Oct 25: An in-

definite night curfew was im-
}:)osed in the villages along the
do-Bangla border under Ka-
' malapur subdivision of Dhalai
~ district yesterday, reports PTI
| According to a government
press release here today. the in-
definite curfew has been im-
posed to protect the lives and
property of the people living in
that area.

The curfew will be effective
2300 hrs to 0500 hrs in several
villages including Khastabasti
Reangbasti. Sibbari, Marac-
herra, and others

South Tripura district au-

See Page 12 Col 7
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Hundreds of vehicles includ-
ing buses remained stranded for
the second day yesterday at
three ferry ghats — Aricha,
Natakhola and Daulatdia —
threatening road link between
36 south-western and north-
western districts and the rest of
the country.

This time traffic congestion
at Aricha ghat which handles
some 3000 vehicles a day,
turned out to be the worst in
years. At 2:30 am yesterday,
this correspondent saw that
trucks were parked haphaz-
ardly on the highway blocking
all ways leading to and from the
ferry ghats at Aricha. Hundreds
of nig

t coaches carrying thou-

— Star photo

Worst traffic congestion
at Aricha ghat

By Staff Correspondent

sands of passengers including
children, women and elderly
people, were stuck up on a
nearly five kilometre stretch of
the way.

Vehicles unloaded from the
ferries also could not come out
on the way because of con-

estion. A stalemate prevailed
or more than 12 hours at the

roach of the ghats. Police
failed to control traffic. "It is
not possible to control them
(truck drivers). They have
parked the vehicles in three
rows, completely blocking the
highway, in the hope of board-
ing the first available ferry, ob-
strucling passenger vehicles

See Page 12 Col 7

DCC waste management
programme needs $400m
foreign investment

A proposal for mlegraltd

| wasle management programme

of the Dhaka City poration
has been luhmuted to thc ggv
ernment recently by a Lon -
based private firm, Pan Asia
Services Ltd., reports BSS.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Jatiya Press Club
VIP Room, Chairman of the

" Firm Ghulam Murshed said the

programme, to be implemented

. in phases, will require a direct

foreign investment of 400 mil-
lion US dollars.

He said his firm was opti-
mistic about getting govern-

' ient approval and he hoped to

start techno-economic feasibil-
ity study from January next

year for completing it in three
months.
He said the progr

amme will
be on build-operate-transfer

(BOT) basis and a lease period of

20 years was sought in the pro-
posal.

Murshed said the project
will c with the interna-
tional human health and envi-
ronmental standards.

He said the major cnm]p(:»—
nents of the project are col
tion and disposal of wastes,
four street cleaning units, four
transfer, and treatment
centres, two land-fill centres,
one waste to energy plant with a
generation capacity of 35

See Page 12 Col 7

Supply of essential drugs
inadequate at NICD

By Naimul Haq

One should consider oneself
lucky if one gets essential drugs
during an emergency operation
at the National Institute for

Cardiovascular Diseases
(NICD).
A number of patients alleged

that they had to purchase es-
sential drugs moments before
undergoing operation at the in-
stitute. The system ought to be
chan there should be
sufficient quantity of essential
drugs at the NICD to cope with
md:mtrg:ncy situation, they
said.

Abdul Haq Akhand was ad-
mitted to the NICD at midnight
with severe chest pain. On ar-

rival, he needed an angiocar-
diography — X-ray of the heart

its blood vessels following
intravenous injection of ra-
diopaque fluid.

o conduct the analysis, as
many as eight different
medicines were required. All
those had to be purchased from
a drug store opposite the hospi-
tal. One of the drugs, an injec-
tion, cost Tk 1800.

“l hdd to ‘T{ 7pren¢r1b«ed
medicine worth 579 in to-
tal from a dru “f store on Tues-
day night,” sald Sultana Huq,

ﬁ- of the patient. "As the hos-
pital did not have supply of the

See Page 12 Col 4

-hury and Nazrul Islam Khan
have been made members of the
committee, said a press release.

The meeting in a resolution
said the National' Revolution
and Solidarity Day is the safe-
guard of national independence
and sovereignty of the country.

"Country's independence and
sovereignty was protected
through the sepoy-people revo-
lution on November 7 and peo-

le had got back democracy and
ndamt.ntal rights through the
uprising.”

But the meeting regretted
that since the assumption of the
present government a deep-
rooted cnnspirady has been
hatched to jeopardise the spirit
of the historic day. Even the
government has cancelled the
public holiday on November 7
this year.

e meeting called upon the
eople to foil the conspiracy
Eatchcd by the government
against the Chittagong Hill
Tracts by observing the Na-

See Page 12 Col 1

stabbed to death
at Cox's Bazar

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 25: An ac-
tivist of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) was stabbed to
death and another activist was
critically injured by unidenti-
fled persons near the Burmese
Market here tonight.

The dead was identified as
Mohammad Noor, 21, while the
injured is Gafur, 22 — both ac-
tivists of BCL Cox's Bazar Col-
lege unit.

The motive behind the
killing could not be known
immediately.

Witnesses said a gang of as-
sailants intercepted the au-
torickshaw in which Noor, Ga-

{ fur and two other activists were

going at about 9 pm.

Noor was stabbed in his
throat and died on the spot. Ga-
fur was admitted to the Sadar
Hospital here.

o case was filed in connec-
tion with the incident till the
filing of this report.

Meanwhile, BCL Cox's Bazar
unit will hold a rally at
Laldighirpar tomorrow in
protest against the killing.

Worker killed as
leather factory
boiler explodes

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 25: A
oung worker was Kkilled and at
f ast ten others injured when a
boiler of a leather factory ex-
ploded at Moikuli under Rup-
anj thana this morning.
olice said the dead identi-
fied as Rezaul, 30, sustained fa-
tal wounds when the explosion
occurred at United Leather In-
dustries at about 9 am. He suc-
cumbed on the way to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH).

Three of the injured identi-
fied as Motiur Rahman. 38,
Nizamuddin 32, and Mostafa
45, were admitted to the DMCH
with serious injuries. Others
were also under treatment at
different hospitals in Dhaka.

The reason behind the ex-
- plosion could not be known
immediately. Rupganj police
were preparing.a case in this re-
gard.

‘Declaration
of economic
principles’
unveiled

EDINBURGH, Oct 25: British
Prime Minister Tony Blair and
Commonwealth Secretary-Gen-
eral Emeka Anyaoku today un-
veiled a "declaration ot eco-
nomic principles” at the bien-
nial summit here, reports AFP.

The "Edinburgh Declara-
tion” was in line with the offi-
cial agenda for the summit: The
role of trade and investment in
the development of Common-
wealth members.

The summit leaders were
unlikely to approve for another
year any new sanctions on
Nigeria, which has been sus-
pended from the Common-
wealth.

That gives the militarg gov-
ernment of Gen. Sani Abacha
breathing space to fulfill a
promise to return the West
African nation to civilian rule
by October 1998. If the junta re-
fuses, an eight-nation monitor-
ing commitiee proposes an oil
embargo and cutting air links,

British officials have said.
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