Down to Earth
City's Dark Unde

In every big city of the world,
there is existence of an under-
world of crime. Dhaka city
exception in this regard. Even
before independence and after-
wards, the crime world has
grown and expanded with the
rapid spread of physical dimen-
sion of Dhaka city. Illegal arms
| trafficking, sales of drugs thro-
ugh a wide network, forcible
occupation of lands, and extor-
tion of money — all these have
combined to strengthen the
crime world gradually. Accor-
dul){ﬁ to sources concerned, the

number of "Godfathers” in
the underworld is quite ]arfr;-
approximately more than t
hundred. These "Godfathers”
are said to be holding the levers
in controlling the underworld.

With the growth of the city's
underworld. a long history of
bloodshed and various other
crimes is associated. Before the
days of independence, old part
of the city was the cradle of the
underworld activities. In those
days, the centres of terrorist ac-
tivities were Narinda, Ganderia,
Wari, Kaltabazar, Bangshal,
Sheikh Shaheb Bazar. Az-
impur, etc. After independence,
it was alleged that a large part
of the control a%paratus of both
old and new Dhaka went into
the hands of those holding po-
litical power at that time. ’H?at
marked the beginning of the
undcrworld culture.

' At the beginning of the post-
1 ndependent era, a qualitative
change was noticed in the un-
derworld culture, particularly
in the field of use of firearms.
Freviously, the main instru-
ments for carrying on the ter-
rorist activities were knives,
cycle chains, hockey sticks and
hatchets. These were subse-
quently replaced by pistols,
sten guns and hand bombs
which were available in profu-
sion.

According to the sources, the
aw-enforcing agencies are said

More aid
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against 1444.8 million dollars
in 1995-96. Project aid dis-
bursement was 1111 million
dollars, commodity aid 263
million dollars and food aid
101 million dollars in 1996-97.
Excepting food aid, disburse-
ment in other types of aid was
higher than last year.

Food aid was 27 per cent
lower than 1995-96 because the

overnment felt that after a
umper crop, additional food
import would put pressure on
price.

In case of .policy-related
loans, the government can not
outright spend it. "First the gov-
ernment has to use it in local
{:urrEnEg and deposit the for-
eign ex e against its spend-
ing. This ﬁpa raise the f:ﬂ%ingn
exchange reserve,” the official
said.

According to figures avail-
able from the Economic Re-
sources Division (ERD) of the
finance ministry, there had
been a sharp uptumn in policy-
based lending since 1991-92 till
1994-95.

From 30.984 million US dol-
lars in 1990-91, commitment of
pnlicg—ba&td loans rose to
279.993 million dollars in.
1991-92. It stood at 104.592
million US dollars in 1992-93,

281.257 million dollars in
1993-94, and B85.558 million
dollars in 1994-95,

[{cepinﬁ with rising com-
mitment, disbursement of pol-
icy-based loans also rose to
64.719 million US dollars in
1991-92 from 56.888 million
dollars in 1990-91. It shot to
105.257 million dollars in

Slum fire
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headquarters, Palashi and Mo-
hammadpur stations put out
the fire in about three and a
half hours.

Firefighters recovered the
charred y from the debris
and handed it over to Moham-
madpur police.

An unnatural death case
lodged with Mohammadpur
thana in this regard.

UNB adds Mayor Moham-
mad Hanif yesterday visited the
fire devastated area of Rayer-
bazar and expressed his sympa-
thy for the victims.

He stayed there for more
than two hours and assured the
victims of all posstble coopera-
tion.

The mayor talked to the par-
ents of the two infants who were
burnt to death in the flame. He
assured that Dhaka City Corpo-
ration will extend possible help
to them.

State Minister for Land Al-
haj Rashed Mosharraf, Alha
Makbul Hossain MP and loc
Ward Commissioner Sadeq
Khan also visited the area.

is no

By ASM Nurunnabi

to have prepared a list of "God-
fathers” who are active all over
the country. Most of these "God-
fathers" are said to be based in
Dhaka city and holding the
keys to the underworld activi-
ties. It is said that these "Godfa-
thers" take care of the terrorists
0 ting in the city. When any
of this up is arrested, it is
these * thers” who exercise
their influence in terms of
money or otherwise to get him
out of the jail. It is also learnt
that most of the so-called "God-
fathers” are very influential
people with established social
- . The majority of them
are alleged to have political
connections. Some of them are
even said to have links with ed-
ucational institutions and
commercial interests.
According to the sources, a
section of the business commu-
nity maintain links with the
city's underworld in the interest
of their own security and also to
ensure that suitable operatives

of that group play a supportive
role in any illegal business ac-
tivity like smuggling and kee
other terrorist groups whic
might pose dangers to their own
patrons under proper vigilance
and control.

Dhaka metropolis has ex-
panded far and wide. With such
expansion, the number of
strongmen claiming rights of
operation in specific areas of
the city has also increased. In
this manner, the difierent areas
of the city seem to have been
carved up among such clai-
mants who are leading figures
in the underworld. The city
dwellers have no inkling of
such sharing of the city's opera-
tional areas.

In the heart of the city,
Ramna area offers a vast field
for operation of terrorists and
toll-collectors, according to re-

rts of law-enforcing agencies.

e many markets in this area

rovide a lucrative source of
nds for the operatives of the

utilisation

1992-93, 164.466 million dol-
lars in 1993-94, and 133.489
million dollars in 1994-95.
"This disbursement of pol-
icy-based loans contributed to
the build up of reserve,” said a
finance ministry official, "But
this reserve build up also led to
a spending spree by the gov-
ernment
of big self-financed projects
with high import component.
Such spending again quickly
depleted the reserve. s is
what is called as 'Dutch dis
ease'.” :
For example, the govern-
ment had taken an ambitious
railway improvement plan that
saw import of locomotives and
coaches that alone contributed
to an about 100 million US
dollars draw down on reserve.

Explaining why policy-
based lending dried a::wm in lﬂe
later years of 1990s, the offi-

cials sald most of such loans
came under hard conditionali-
ties. The first trenches were re-
leased following commitment
to fulfil the conditions. But the
rest of the trenches were not
available as the government
could not meet its ;

A 201 million US dollars
balance of JSAC was cancelled
this year after in a
limbo for a long time, and 20
million dollars balance of
}:‘RMAE also faced the same
ate,

| Road accidents
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Faridpur-Khulna Highway
eari_llilyesterday.

e accident occurred when
a Gournadi-bound
collided head on wi
ger bus from Dhaka.
iz D{tih;eragf :nd car Soleman
ondol, 30, its passenger
Akram died on the npﬁa
Of the injured, three were
admitted to Faridpur Medical
College Hospital while the oth-
ers released after first aid at a

local clinic.

Slum dwellers
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ject, aimed at impruﬂgdw-

all life style of the _
through mteFra_tinn of various

gmmmu or them, is sched-
ol to start in Janu f

According to a 1989 survey
the Centre for Urban Studies,
e were about 2,156 slums in
the city. The number has by
now risen to around 3000.
Meanwhile, all other
schemes under the project like
microcredit, income gen
agt{iviti:;r nun-if;rmal edlgla—
, water su ; Fm'baﬁe B
lection, cunlptll']uc on of foot-
Eath. and health education

ave remained suspended,
LGED sources said,

a passen-
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rworld

underworld. The expanded ar-
eas of the city where the under-
world operatives rtedly
remain active include .
Malibagh, Purana Paltan,
Shantinagar and Motijheel
Colonies. According to police
record, the Mirpur area is
marked as one of the crime
zones. The Sayedabad area is
said to be another such zone.
With the extension of the
underworld, the centres for
transaction of business in ille-
al firearms are also said to

ave proliferated. It is ru-
mnwojthatﬂicunduw‘ldnp

eratives s even such so-
l:hliucltad weapons which the
aw-enforcing agencies lack. It
is an intelligent guess that in
the city, there are quite a good
number of arms manufactu
units, most of which are of a
floating nature. They are
housed in rented houses and
when the police get wind of
their existence in any area, they
are quickly shifted elsewhere
to avoid raids.

it is said that there are three
tiers in the chain of command
in the underworid. At the top
stand the so-called "Godfa-
thers”; in the middle there are
"mini-godfathers” and at the
mtntrgu tier stand the tu*m%:
large t of such cadres are
said to keep their focus of at-
tention on real estate business
and garments industries. The

multi-storied hou projects
and prc-uhlpment'nuclﬁed es of
the garments industries are re-

their main targets for
toll collection.

Knowledgeable sources say
that there are no last words
about the underworld activities,
as are all the time -
ing. The proliferation of city
slums which in many cases
serve as havens for the crimi-
nals nds the problem of
effective tackling of the rising

Clashes leave -

~ 30 hurt in
Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 24: About

30 people were injured in a se-
ries of clashes between two ri-

val groups at Ranigram in
Kazipur on Thursday and Fri-

day, reports UNB.
YPuuuuldlhechahﬂtnok
between su rs of Ak-

and Hazrat over sub-con-
tract work of an embankment

it 13 e e
ut 12 shops and t

No ban
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hurled stones and bombs at
in recent times, resulting

n i:itéury to many innocent
also tried to hold rallies

in the name of processions on
the streets ignoring Dhaka City
Corporation ted places
?.Lpgxhﬂc meetings. the handout

when ted with the
BNP leaders and local elders
and released the arrested per-
sons after taking personal

A BNP press release later
said the procession by Kotwali
and Sutrapur thana BNP units
was brought out from its ci
office at Nayabazar as part

its earlier progrimme of

Hons. It came under
baton charge when it ap-
roached the Kazi Alauddin

The press release said Li-
aquat All Commissioner of

ard No 77 and city BNP lead-
ers Abu Mainuddin, Advocate
Habibur Rahman Mandal and
Ms Razia Alim were injured in
the police action.

Later the BNP supporters
gathered at the Bangshal
crossing where city BNP con-
vener Sadek Hossain Khoka,
MP, addressed them. He bitterly
criticised the police action,
which he claimed was without
any provocation. |
Secretary General Abdul Man

Man-
nan Bhuiyan, MP, strongly
condemned the police action.
He said that BNP supporters
were demonstrating as part of
their ux;i::g thmnpalgd pro-
gramme at action
on such demonstration without
any prior prohibitory order was
Urgad the goverramt 4 ity
from what he said such un-

democratic and unconstitu-:

tional activities. .
The press release said BNP
units in , Mohammad-

pur and Dhanmondi thanas

also arranged demonstrationsg
in their areas as part of a pro-

gramme in the city yesterday to
{jrotcnt Wednesday's police ac-
jon.

;@he Baily Star

| Tk 87cr WASA project to

DHAKA SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1997

meet city water needs

Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority has
taken up project to meet the
demand for water in the most
crisis prone areas of the city,
s in the old part, reports

The project costing about Tk
37 crore will be cugzi)lcted by
June 1999 to add nine crore
litres daily to the WASA's water

su , sources said.
nder the ., 15 new
deep tubewells be installed,

14 others re-installed and 90
kilometres of water pipelines

" The

ECHEd('.‘:.whucl
the ect, discussed sys-
t:mm of 53 per cent which
has been attributed to technical

fault and dishonesty of

The Dhaka WASA has un-
dertaken a step to detect
in the lines and hoped it

would bring down the system
loss.

To the me-
iy Ay o g

handed over two of its six zones
to vate

n other areas, the trade
unions have been Integrated

with the responsibility of rev-
enue collection and also to stop
tampering in meter reading.

ilferage of water deprives
the Dhaka WASA at least Tk 50
crore each in lost revenue
and also compel millions of the
city dwellers to drink polluted
water, say.

They listed il connec-
tions, underbilling. improper
maintenance and defalcation
as the four basic factors which
are responsible for the huge
water loss.

Of the total system loss,
about 20 per cent is due to tech-
nical reasons and nearly 33 per
cent 'administrative’ la :

About 65 per cent of the city
population has access to or is
connected with the WASA net-
work and 35 per cent
obtained water from public
connections or from {llegal

B Dl WARA s o ot
of 151,000 connections in
Dhaka city. Of these, about
90,000 are metered while 18,577
not included in the ledger book.
Some 1,711 connection are ille-

gal.
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mmid. hcnwfrmn 64 diitnu?'t: held
a : meeting in capi-
tal Jnndl]r to take stock of t
situation.

The demand for urea at
farmers level has fallen due to

its high price compared to the

low price of cultural prod-

ning this, BFA execu-
tive Abdul Baten said,
"against the ected demand
of 6,61,000 urea the
first quarter of the current fi-
nancial . we could lift only
4,40, MT urea till mid- -
ber. Again, 1,25,000 MT urea
remained unsold.”

Meanwhile, the initial high-
projection of 25 lakh MT urea
demand for fiscal 1997-
been lowered to 21 lakh
the basis of consumption trend

the first three months of
the fiscal.

The decision to lower the
projection was taken at an in-
ter-ministerial a com-

mittee meeting on on
Sunday.
Alter revision of the de-

3
:

fresh would be

all the six urea fer-
tiliser factories run by
Bangladesl: Chemical Indus-
tries Corporation (BCIC) main-

tain unin :
A lﬂl '“I;‘ﬂ_ E;ﬂf.MI-
tiliser in the country in
der control ﬁ:u: mh -
gl}icluding prevention of smug-
gurm in the ministries

Lh
i
E i

i
:

in social, political and eco-
le, but it

nomic life of the peop
has resorted to polit-
ical o ents to make sure
that the Opposition cannot
speak out the truth before the

people.

But the policy makers of
BNP, are divided over the strat-
egy to face the situation.

A section of the garty leader-
ship, especi those having

decades of experience,
maintains they need some
more time to mobilise and
warm u&eﬁm party rank and file
E an allout -tgi tion agains
t is only natural that BNP

will fight back t ef-
fort to curtail the le's con-
stitutional rights to hold rallies
and bring out processions,
g:teﬂ.ing mismanagement of
national economy,” said
one of the senijor leaders, who
E‘den a go-slow. "But we need
get the party rank and file
across the country well pre-
pared, as well as ensure support
of the commonman so-
cio-economic hardship, to ini-
movement

against the t. It

would take some more time."
The other section, compris-

ing especially the younger ones,

. tiate a decisive

Fertiliser dealers

and smuggling of the
item has been Hm Trans-
portation of urea f(rom one
command area to the other has
also been .

Two issues, surrender of
dealership and 'unseen expendi-
tures’, dominated Monday's

of the BFA.

Both Kafiluddin and Baten
explained that 'unseen expendi-
tures’ like tolls collection by
‘political elements’ cost a dealer
much and "this issue has to be
addressed by monitoring com-
mittees in each district.” But,
they complained, the district
monitoring committees were
not active eno to redress

faced by the dealers.

Official sources, however,
said Sunday’s decided
to further activate the district
moni committees.

BFA plans to hold its annual
general meeting on December 3
and hoped the problems they
are facing now would be solved
before the January-March peak
season of fertiliser use by farm-

ers. :
Hasina
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Malaysia he said his -
inent would look into the mat-
ter.

Amnong others, Foreign
Minister us Samad Azad,
State Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Abul Husan C hury,
Princi Secrctary to Prime
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her British counterpart Tony Blair unveiling ‘the

plaque of new headquarters of Cairn Energy in Edinburgh yesterday.

_Confcc on refugees
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ing of the Regional Consulta-
tion on Refugee and Migrato

Movement in South Asia’ w:?l’
begin on November 10 under the
Eﬁn. of UNHCR, said officials

a
of the UN body.

The Dhaka meet would be
continuation of a process
launched in 1994 at the initia-
tive of UN High Commissioner
for Refugees Sadako Ogata, said
an official. The first South
Aslan consultation meeting on
refugee issue, held in Geneva,
was followed by second such
meeting In Colombo In 1995
and the third in New Delhi last
year.

A five-member committee
was formed at the Delhi meet

for preparing a draft model 'Na-
tlnnalc];gluﬁtlnn on Refugees.’
The initiative was taken with
the idea that such a model
would cncnurair the govern-
ments of SAARC countries Lo

ratify the 1951 Refugee Conven-
tion. the official noted.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad is likely to be pre-
sent as chief guest at the inau-
gural session of the meet
scheduled to be chaired b
Bangladesh Chief Justice A

PM: Foreign cos
From Page 1
Blair and myself at this impor-
tant event reflects what the
Commonwealth stands for, that
is. cooperation among friendly,
sovereign and independent
member states for mutual eco-
nomic development.”

She said her government
placed special emphasis on
economic diplomacy in its for-
eign relations and a the
most liberalised and open-
market economic policies pos-
sible under the existing cir-
cumstances.

Sheikh Hasina said Cairn
Energy is well-known in
Bangladesh because of its suc-
cess in diacuvcrlnﬁ gas in the
continental shelf off the Bay of

: - L]
AL invites BNP
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Speaker-mediated AL-BNP dia-

logu

e
The meeting is scheduled to
h-rtl-l:ld at the muultg'h: I;:Elce
at Jatiya Sangsad :
Three other members of the
committee are: Advocate Rah-
mat Ali, MP, and Mizanur
Rahman Manu, MP of AL and
g:‘r;utcr Aminul Haq, MP of

Nasim said that he tried but

could neot contact Aminul Hag.

— PID photo

CHOGM opens
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said, adding the developed and
the developing worlds meet here
on equal terms.

In his inaugural remark,
British Prime Minister Tony
Blair said this is a time of re-
newal and redefinition for
AT R Labot ey
as ol t
would make sustained efforts to
give new life to the Common-
wealth and to Britain's role
within it,” he said.

Commonwealth Secretary
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku
said that every CHOGM is part
of continuity, part of ch in
the pursuit of those values
which make the Common-
wealth uniquely what it is and

of those objectives which give it
meaning and purpose.

Indian Prime Minister IK
Gujral, who also spoke on the
inaugural function, said the
Commonwealth is a volun
m ol sovereign an

t states, bringing to-
gether peoples of many races,
religions and continents.

Besides four working ses-
sions of the heads of govern-
ment, massive cultural and en-

loaded with vehicles and pas-

sengers
the Jamuna near Aricha l%l'l%

since yesterday noon. B
authorities tried to salvage the

:l:dumg in NAﬂcha-Dnulatdln
BIWTA sources said.

Minis Dr SA Samad aud
F Secretiary Mustafizur

were present.
SAARC customs
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will also come review, the
sources added.

The which will be

by Finance Minis-

ter Kibria, will finalise a

draft customs action plan for
the SAARC countries.

It would also finalise an

on Mutual Adminis-

trative Assistance for the

E'operl tion of customs
and the tion, in-

vestigation and combating of

’
.. Eerry service
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| press release.

Afzal. Law Minister Abdul | Hafizuddin Ahmed however \trtainmental’ programmes °
Matin Khasru may be present | said, he informed Haq about to- - ave been arranged to mark the
ou. the .~ i ding day, said or- | day's meeting. - . THSS—— I
iulm e, ' - . : —— -~
AL urges BNP | | (N3, WATA MARKET LEADER
From Page | r—

Awarmi I;'luundation office in the
city with party's actin esi-
dent Syeda Sajeda Cimmury
in the chair accused the BNP of
patronising terrorists across
the country to topple the elected
Awami League government.

It protested "frequent attacks
ublic life and property” and
ed upon the opposition to.
shun the gath of destructive
politics and pursue democratic
trend of politics, said an AL
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have been stranded on

 but failed. ,
tion is con-

routes,

Rover moot
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about 6 kilometres off the Syl-
hﬁmgrou including 293
ofbnysands‘?a

of girls from In- |

dia, Japan, Pakistan, Nepal,
. , Indonesia andegoat

in
o are participating

The President, after inaugu-
rating the moot, will also re-
lease a set of postal stamps-
commemorating the occasion,
said an M.

nst ' mment excesses'
on the litical opponents.
Those with such attitude have

P
. adding that this sec-
tion has a role in discouraging
the party otiators to i-
tively respond to the AL for

ndjmucl

“The ruling does not
allow us to lpel:.kr?l,'lddt Par-
liament, it has virtually im-
posed ban on holdin itical
rallies. Backed by the police,
the ruling party activists have
already s attacking our
processions. Besides, the gov-
ermnment has resorted to harass-
ing thousands of BNP leaders

and activists fiing false
cases,” an excited young leader

the Awami League."

Rfmml to a question, he
said there was no scope for
negotiation with the AL, "as the

%;Eﬁmmmmm

However, some moderates in
both the parties ately told

this ., requesting
lnurnJmiH, any tough line
would virtually prove counter
productive to the nation and the

parties as well. .
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