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' BRIEFLY

Nobel Peace Prize winner Jody Williams, coordinator of
the International Campaign to Ban Land Mines, meets
United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan at the UN
Wednesday. Williams' organisation is the winner of the

1997 Nobel Peace Prize. AP/UNB Photo

9 die as boats sink in India: a: ic.s:

nine persons died and 59 were missing when two country boats
them capsized in river B rathi near Amuaghat

under police station of Murshi district Wednesday
evening., the DIG, Headquarter, Prasun Mukherjee said
Mal':lgy, PT1 from Calcutta.

He said that mishap occurred when the two boats, tied to-
gether and about 150 people, sank together. About 82
people swam and nine bodies were recovered. Search for
the missing persons were on.

-
2 3uak$ shake Taiwan: two carthquakes
sh southern and eastern Taiwan but there were no

immediate reports of damage or casualties, officials said
yesterday. Reuter reports from Taipei.

A Central weather Bureau statement said the first quake oc-
mmdlatcmWedneodgmmeammd 9.3 on Richter Scale. Its
epicentre was 4513% D? miles) adrll.tg north of Tnjgan';;uuth-g
castern offshore L::?-u was centred 9.4 s (5.
miles) beneath the Earth's s ace.

8 die:

WFP truck attacked in
World Food

An attack on a truck belonging to the UN

Programme (WFP) left the driver. two civilians and five
assailants dead in western Rwanda, officials said Wednesday,

AFP rerorl.- from
Paul Simkin, s spokesman in Kigali, said the truck was

of a convoy transporting food aid to Kib prefecture on
Enmlda}r when it was forced to pull off the rua?%ecauae of me-
chanical difficulties.

» . L]

2 killed in US jet
Force jet trainer crashed ‘Wednesda . killing its two crew
members, after colliding with an F-1 fighter at Edwards Air
Force Base in California. the Air Force said, AFP reports from
Washington.

The dead were identified as Flight Leader Leigh Alexander
Fox of the British Royal Air Force and Lieutenant William

Nusz. The T-38 trainer and the F-16 were hotographing a B-1B
bomber conducting a 3 iy

Sudantor&iﬁfomties:: ina

Sudan ||{Vcdncuday said they were determined to reinforce

col]im'om A US Air

#
el

Lankan army

COLOMBO, Oct 23: A power-
'hamlm aimed at ending
Sri '8 14-year-old civil war
wﬂlﬁh:: dgn:uentnd in Parliament
on » @ government minis-
ter said Thursday, reports AP.

“All of us must understand
that the very survival of the
country is at stake,” Lakshman
Peiris, the constitutional affairs
minister, told ;

Peiris said debate will start
on Friday but no date has been
fixed for voting on the plan,
which is part of a proposed
new constitution.

The draft constitution pro-
mising wide autonomy to pro-
vinces is being opposed by both
Tamil and Sinhalese groups on
this small island country off the
southern tip of India. A Tamil
separatlist war has killed more
thuaml ot 50,000 Sri Lankans since

A section of the majority
Sinhalese community favour ...
g:gcatj the rebels militarily

ore ollering any concessions
to minori I'}‘ga.mllg. The gueril-
las %Eg tl ey tl;rlun‘t settle for
anyt €8s than a separate
homeland. 3

On Thursday, Peiris said the
government strategy was to
weaken the Tamil rebels mili-
tarily and bring the moderate

Tamils to the negotiating table.
Everyone must understand
that war alone is not the solu-
tion. We have to offer a political
nltmti;th as well, this is
exactly at we are trying to
do,” he said. &

Tamils, who constitute 18
cent of Sri Lanka's 18 mil-
Egl people and have a
and culture distinct from t of
the Sinhalese, claim they are
discriminated against by the
majority. The war began in
earnest after 1983 ethnic riots
in Colombo in which hundreds
of Tamil civilians were killed by
Sinhalese nationalists.

Though not all Tamils em-
brace the rebels' extreme solu-
tion, many feel they are denied
opportunity by the Sinhalese.

e Sinhalese dominate the
government and military, key
areas for advancement in an

economy just emerging from so-
ciallst-al)"'lc licies.
Another AP report adds: The
Sri Lanka mili is on the
verge of defeating Tamil rebels
after a bloody, drawn-out battle
in the north, the defence min-
istry claimed Thursday.
rig. Sarath Munasinghe,
the defence ministry spokes-
man, said the army was

Fol i’ot_re

fuses to apolog‘.i_se for

International

claims war nearing final stage
Parliament opens debate

on power-sharing today |

p to launch the ‘final

stage’ of its offensive to ngen a |

road link between the Tamil-

' Sri

“This is our immediate aim

and when we secure the road,
we will not take much time to
anally crush the terrorists,”
u said.
The 8 Lankhn government
bars reporters from the front
line, making it difficult to obtain

independent assessments of

claims from either side.

The battle for the 76-kilome-
tre (47-mile) highway, launched
on May 13, has resulted in the
deaths of more than 2,000 sol-
diers and rebels, according to
government figures. The mili-
La.lg met fierce rebel resistance,
and has so far cleared about 30
kilometres (19 miles) of the
highway.

The road through rebel-held
jungle links southern Sri Lanka
to northern Jaffna peninsula,
which the army seized from
Tamil rebels in 1995. Without
control of the road, the military
has had to use risky sea and
costly air transport to supply
thousands of soldiers and

nearly half a million Tamil civil- |

ians in Jaffna.

deaths of 2m Cambodians

PHNOM PENH, Oct 23: Pol
Pot refuses to apologise for
“um deaths of as many
as 2 of his coun :
but he admits that 'mistakes’
were made during his brutal

regime, AP.
The former Cambodian
leader's mu near the prob-

able end of his blood-stained
life were &hﬂahed Thursday in
the Far tern Economic Re-
view magazine.

The interview with Ameri-
can journalist Nate Thayer was
the first of the Khmer Rouge
leader in 18 years.

Pol Pot said his "conscience
is clear” about leading the
Khmer Rouge me that came
to power in 1975 and turned
Cambodia into a vast, Maoist-

ins labor camp. One Cam-
bocﬂ‘:nmin five died of starva-

closely at the skulls, they are
smaller than the skull of the

Khmer Etnpie.

Pol showed no remorse
and shed little light on the
Khmer Rouge government. In-
stead, he seemed more con-
cerned with talking about his
personal suffering, and detail-
ing his medical problems.

You don't know what | have
suffered,” Pol Pot told Thayer.
He spoke at a Khmer base
in northern Cambodia, where
he has been under house arrest
by his ex-comrades following a
Blzuw trial for betrayal.

Pol Pot needed help,to walk

China invites
US officials to

the 25 meters (yards) to the out-
door pavilion where he was in-
terviewed. He complained that
he is confined to a mosquito-
ridden hut with his second wife
and 12-year-old daughter,
where he is bed-ridden most of
the time and sometimes on oxy-
gen. He described an ap t
stroke in 1995 that left his left
side partly paralyzed and left
eye blind. :

Pol Pot, whose real name is
Saloth Sar, he said he was born
in Januar{mnf 1925, ending
years of debate over his birth-
day. He said he lied in docu-
ments that became the basis of
dispute to keep a scholarship to
study in France from lEM!ftu
1952.

After the Khmer Rouge were
overthrown. Pol Pot led his
men into the jungle. They

dominated north and the rest of
Lanka.

| house after receiving

| winter capi

Congress won’t
withdraw support
to Gujral govt

NEW DELHI. Oct 23: The
Co today termed as 'un-
fortunate' the union cabinet's
reversal of its decision to dis-
miss Kalayan Singh minist
in Uttar Pradesh but indicate
that there was no immediate
move to withdraw support to
the United Front government,
reports PTI.

& "There is nnthlilng like th%rth'-'
the a;:% spokesman,
Gadgl]. when asked specifi-
cally whether the would
consider withdra support
to the six-month old Gujral
government in the wake of the
union cabinet its rec-
ommendation  for president's
rule in Uttar Pradesh and disso-
lution of the state assembly.

The Congress president,
Sitaram Kesri, had demanded
im%oaitiun of president's rule
in Uttar Pradesh alleging
the Kalayan Singh government
to secure a trust
vote by "fraudulent means".

Meanwhile, the rebel
Congress MP, Mamata Baner-
ee, today said that the United

ront government, which re-
versed its decision to recom-
mend president's rule in UP,

had lost credibility and the
Prime Minister, IK gujral must

resign.
4 rebels killed
in Kashmir

JAMMU, India, Oct 23: Sol-
diers shot and killed four sus-
Fected guerillas early Thursday
n the northern state of Kash-
rtpr. army sources said, reports

The sources, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
soldiers had surrounded a
a tip it was
a hideout for militants
for Kashmir's secession from
India. The house was in Katar-
mal, a village about 180 kilo-
meters (about 100 miles)
northwest of Jammu, the state's
tal. |

The militants were killed in
a gunbattle that lasted for
nearly two hours, the sources
said. %hc house was damaged by
fire, apparently sparked when
explosives stored inside were
accidentally set off.

Suu Kyi makes
political trip
ouiside Yangon

YANGON, Oct 23: Myanmar

tion leader A Suu
?mﬂa:is week trav:ﬂgd on her

ﬂr}gt political trip outside the

Che Qaily Star 9

| Mandela calls for end

. to UN sanctions
against Libya

CAIRO, Oect 23: South
African President Nelson Man-
dela, hailed as a saint by Libyan
leader Moammar addafi,
called for an end to UN sanc-
tions as he visited Libya despite
US objections, reports AP

Mandela arrived in the
North African nation on
Wednesday to a hero's welcome
Ely thousands of Libyans, in-

uding tribesmen on decorated
horses and schoolchildren who
showered him with rose petals.

Mandela drove from neigh-
bouring Tunisia to the Libyan
border in a limousine and
transferréed to an air-condi-
tioned bus for the drive to the
Libyan capital, Tripoli, where
he was greeted with huge and
kisses by Gaddafi.

The 79-year-old Mandela

had to go by road to avoid vio-
lating sanctions imposed by the
United Nations in 1992, ban-

ning flights in or out of Libya.

nElb}Fa sees Mandela's visit as
a moral victory and a slap at
Washington, which has said
that it would be disappointed if
the South African leader went
to Libya. The United States says
Libya sponsors terrorism and
should remain an interna-
tional pariah.

The state-run Libyan televi-
sion, monitored in Cairo, de-

clared Mandela's visit "an ex- -

pression of solidarity with
Libya against the conspiracy it
is facing.”

The sanctions, which in-
clude a ban on arms sales, are
aimed at forcing Libya to hand
over (wo men suspeclted of
Egmbing a Pan Am jetliner over

ckerbie, Scotland, in 1988,
killing 270 people.

At a banquet Wednesday,
Mandela urged an end to the
sanctions, saying "we cannot be
unmoved by the plight of our
African brothers and sisters.”

In his speech, Gaddafl de-
scribed Mandela as a “saint.” He
"is not only South African but
he is also a symbol for the i)co-
ples of the entire world,"”
Gaddalfi said.

Gaddafi repeated his long-
standing offer to try the two
Pan Am bombing suspects ei-
ther in Libya or in a third
country, a proposal Britain and
the United States have rejected,
insisting that their courts try
the suspects.

Earlier, as Mandela's motor-
cade arrived in Tripoli, thou-
sands of people chanted "Man-
dela! Mandela!"

The Libyan television

broadcast showed Gaddafi and
Mandela walking together with
their fists in the air before lis-
tening to each country's an-
them.

bilateral economic, industrial and cultural cooperation, tion, overwork, illness or sys- fought against the Vietnamese- | capital since being released
the Iraqi agency INA said, AFP reports Baghdad. tematic executions. i ViSit Tibet hHCd regime of the 1980s, fru]:n house arrest two years
Sudanese Forei Minister Salah Eddine Mohammed Pol Pot acknowledged "mis- then the coalition installed in ago, opposition sources said to-
Ahmed Karrar, heading a high-level Sudanese ministerial dele- takes” but suggested that the . BEIJING, Oct 23: China on . 1993 by \UN-organized elec- .|, day, Reuter. | i
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Noted Indian newsman dead:
Veteran journalist and writer Praful Roy Chowdhury died in
Calcutta Wednesday night following a heart attack, family
sources said, PTI reports from Calcutta.

Roy Chowdhury. 74, is survived by his wife. He had served as
special correspondent of Patriot, in Moscow and was also
attached with Pointer, Lucknow for several s. He had also a

senlor position in the news section of the CPI mouthpiece
nata” during 1951-63. '

» - .
Choega' crash kills 6 in Russia: s
officers e feared dead after a Russian military helicopter
crashed northwest of Moscow, Interfax news agency said
yesterday, Reuter reports from Moscow.

A Defence Ministry spokesman confirmed by telephone that
a Ka-27 helicopter had come down on Wednesday near Tver.
about 150 kms (90 miles) northwest of the capital, but declined
to say If there were any casualties. Interfax said preliminary in-
formation showed the helicopter had suffered a systems failure
at a height of 120 metres (400 feet). It quoted an unnamed min-
istry official as saying the six officers on board were from a
military training centre.

US newsman wins IAPA award: .

Journalist and Professor Elie Abel on Wednesd;z?- received the
Inter-American Press Association's grand prize for press
freedom, AFP says from Guadalajara.

Abel is former Dean of the Columbia University School of
Journalism and the Stanford University Communication de-
partment.

[ X N ] -
F'Emn PM aPoloEses to Queen:
Prime Minister Sitivenii RabuUka of Fiji has officially

apologised to Queen Elizabeth II for the military coup that

transformed the Pacific Island group into a republic, AP reports
from London. ohi
T LS

rocks Indonesian islands: .

magnitude 5.8 earthquake rocked eastern Indonesia including
the tourist islands of Bali and Lombok Thursday, government
seismologists said, AP reports from Jakarta

There were no reports of casualties or major damage.

] L ]
2 I-gggganans selzedenm in Chechnya:
Two ansbelomqgtuar lous aid group have
kidnapped in the breakaway Caucasus republic of Chechnya,
the Russian Orthodox Church told Interfax yesterday, AFP
reports from Moscow.

by Vietnam — Cambodia's his-
toric enemy, which invaded and
tugggcd the Khmer Rouge in
1 — to discredit him.

“There are documents talk-
ing about someone who did re-
search on the skeletons of the

ple,” Pol Pot told Thayer.

ey sald when you look

ordinator on Tibet as interfer-
ence in internal domestic af-
fairs, reports AP.

The criticism, leveled by the
Foreign Ministry, was however
accom ed by an invitation to
US officials to visit the Hi-
malayan region and gauge its

development.

e

''''

Sheik Ahmed ansin, the

spiritual leader of the radical Islamic group Hamas speaks to

country.” he told Thayer.
Current Cambodian strong-
man Hun Sen, a former Khmer
RnuFe official who is hated by
his former comrades for lead-
ing a Vietham supported gov-
ernment in the 1980s, was
asked by reporters Thursday for

* his reaction to the interview.

students at the Islamic University in Gaza City Wednesday. Sheik Yassin told his audience

Wednesday: "We have one

aim and one enemy and we will continue our holy war against

1991 Nobel Peace laureate went
to a town on the outskirts of
Yangon on Tuesday to organise
the youth NLD wing and speak
to supporters.

"Aung San Suu Kyi, accom-

ed by NLD Chairman U Tin

. central executive committee
member U Soe Myint and some
elected NLD representatives,
went to Thakata township on
Tuesday morning,” the official
told Reuters.

He said Suu Kyi's trip went
off without any interference
from authorities.

$2.583 b
UN budget

announced

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 23:
Secretary General Kofi Annan
unveiled a slimmed-down bud-

et of 2.583 billion dollar for
the two-year period 1998-99 but
said it still included additional
money for economic and social
development, reports Reuter.

Presenting his first budget
rcat:rday since taking office
ast January, Annan told the
general assembly’'s administra-
tive and budge committee it
represented a reduction in real
terms of 124 million dollar.

But it had still been possible
lo increase resources available
for economic and social devel-
opment by about 56 million
dollar, compared with the 1996-
97 budget, IIIJ:I said.

Annan’'s budget-trimming is

| only one aspect of a package of

reforms designed to reinvigo-
rate the United Nations but
which are being closely scruti-
nised by various UN bodies
Jealous of their own preroga-

South African President Nelson Mandela, left, with his
Libyan counterpart Col. Moammar Gaddafi on his arrival
in Tripoli Wednesday. In the background is Gaddafi's
house which was attacked by US fightersomr April 15, 1986.

— AP/UNB photo

Off the Record

Gorillas to the rescue!

YAOUNDE: A pack of about 60 gorillas took an African

village

in Cameroon by storm to rescue a young gorilla captured

alive by a local hunter, the weekly paper, L'Action, reported

Wednesday, reports AFP

The government-owned paper said the

Olamze on the border with
for the infant gorilla, who

orillas invaded

Equatorial Guinea [ast week looking
had been taken away earlier in the

day by the reputed local hunter Ntsama Ondo.

Shortly

away, before retiring.
e next night

before midnight, the

%Inrillas entered the vill
single file, ignoring the gunshots

age in
red by villages to scare them

ey came back, and this time, according to

L'Action, they angrily beat on the doors and windows of the

dwellings.

Faced with the determination of the gorillas to recover the
Captive youngster, and learning who was responsible for the
ck’'s anger, the village chief ordered Ntsama Ondo to release

is prey.

Building-on-wheels

DETROIT: In a record-breaking %crfnnna.nce. an old theatre
1

was bei moved on wheels five
. on Wednesday, reports Reuter.

Detroit, U

ocks through downtown

The 2,750-ton Gem Theatre 20th Century Club will enter the
record books as the heaviest building ever moved on wheels
once workers complete its 564 metre-journey to a new location.

Working since mid-September, crews have raised the

building 3m — in the air and

placed it on 72 dollies — each
equipped with a 50-ton jack and eight
b

neumatic tires. Six

and excavators and 610m of cable are being used pull
the 30.5m structure to a new home.

the enemy". — AP/UNB photo | tives.

US announces plan to stabilise
gre nhousme gases from 200

BONN, Germany, Oct 23: UN  zle" for rﬂchﬂéf eement, Henri Haine, speaking for the $em.-ra] assembly of the World
diplomats struggling to on some EU officials have criti- 15-nation European Union, ourism Organisation.
a global ooked

L]
-

US Congress extends
Immigration provision
by 2 weeks

'Laws needed to combat
discrimination against
Muslims in Britain'

LONDON. Oct 23: Discrimi- cent of British Muslims in in- |
nation against Britain's 1.5 ner cities are unemployed —

million Muslims is owi uch higher than the white trea cised the US plan as too little told the opening session in "Imagine your holiday WASHINGTON, Oct 23: The could expire has provoked a
and new laws are ncﬁﬁa‘ﬁg Ealc pﬂl;:lﬁlatin;_“ Eor:'wa sl.aljd_ toward the United Sti?;tca on too late. P Bonn that EU targets were brochure picturing beaches US House of Representatives on  wave of panic among the immi-
combat it, a report to the gov- The trust's report called for | Wednesday to spur progress The EU is pushing for “technically possible and eco- submerged, shore lines eroded, Wednesday approved a two-  grant community. )
érnment said Wednesday, re- urgent and "substantial mea- with its lnng~awaitﬁd roposal stricter rules that will stabilise = nomically manageable, pro- and ocean views not only | week extension of a temporary Hundreds of thousands f::l
ports AFP, sures” to confront the problem. for fighting so-ca :dp green- %re:nhnuu gas emissions at vided other countries take com- through windows but in your | provision allowing undocu- undocumented residents cnu]d
"Islamophobia is a real phe- But Straw immediately ruled | house gases, reports AP. 990 levels by 2000 followed by  parable action to reduce emis- basement as well," she told the | mented foreigners to continue face deportation, which wou
nomenon in our society. It's a  out legislation. He said had The 10-day United Nations cuts of 7.5 cent by 2005. By sions.” . Congress. to live and work in the United  split up families lethl 3“"‘;-':
rather ugly world, but I'think it  given careful consideration to meeting, which opened Wednes-  2010. the 15 EU nations want Meanwhile. a senior UN of- Dowdeswell said that some | States, reports AFP. members who are illegal imm

what he called a "difficult and | day. is the last attempt by some such emissions to be 15 per cent By a voice vote, the house  grants and others who are legal.

ficial has warned about the

describes an ;?gt]g reality,” Gor- of today's island destinations

" ter
dmﬂﬁﬂn&}h{: o ; Runnymede unnlt.:uv:i iuut: but had no | 150 m::lt;m t'“!:i';m taau ’:‘“ lower than 1990 levels. consequences of failure to halt  might not just d{;appear from ;‘: t"b“g;‘: rt:; T;af:f;' 'th:ltﬁ ﬁ? ':Enzv ﬁ:ﬁl 1§rﬁa¢e
fru i plans to legislate. g " Reacting to an outline of the earth's rising temperature. the tourist map, "but from geo- seed ' e o Ehiail ol Seoteiber de-

It's getting more explicit. It's "Race legislation is not the such as carbon dioxide be Slinton’ ted Kk The warni was made as .rmhﬂ " which allows illegal aliens to since the end o P -
i ' = swer 5 to be heating up the earth. A e L EERIRIS & oo 5 : remain in the United States signed to encourage would-be
ﬁ",};“ﬂmfff ;frfgg_ﬁul;% €Ft.  answer to the particular prob The U"‘ﬂ‘f}, petin signed in  arlier Wednesday. EU officials ~ government leaders gathered in entists believe that global e Rl e i e

lem of the Muslim community in Brussels said the plan does nn for a final round of nego-  warming, caused by emissions | While taking steps to normalise

warned.

Kyoto, Japan, in December.. country of origins for US resi-

and religious legislation ma warms : g " g their residency status here, af-

The report. which was pre-  not be thgel anmrgiciﬂ}ﬂ-" g Hours after the Bonn talks MOt 0 far enough. :_La:‘:u?;n Dﬁcfg II?:: Kyoto l:ﬁ::n g{mgrm{:uuﬁfnﬁﬁﬁi r::lﬁcng ler paying a ?"'E of 1,000 dol-  dency status.
sented to Home Secretary Jack His view was challenged by | ended. President Bill Clinton in "Something much more sub- to ﬂnal{g: a new m:{ | the ylca level th*rcalenlng lars. LOges tHak lpalanon Any.
Straw, challenges the view that the deputy leader of Britain’s | Washington announced his ex-  stantial will need to come out of P coastal regions with massive Tae provision, Initially ap-  one who has spent more than
relations between native self-appointed Muslim Parlia- | Pected plan for stabilising the White House if the United Climate change might cause flooding. Fossil fuels such as oil | Proved for a period of three six months ilegallf in the
Britons and Muslims coming nmnt*mohangir Mohammed greenhouse gases over five States is to face up to its global some islands to be wi off the e Iéiuil are the principal | Years. also puts in motion the United States must leave and
chiefly from India, Pakistan "Laws actually do change at- it beginning in 2008, fol-  responsibilities,” said Peter Jo- maphlc map. Eazabeth oY carbon dioxide P application process for the cov-  not return for three years, an il-
and Bangladesh, are relatively  titudes.” It sets the tone for so- owed by a reduction. obably ergensen, environment deswell, Executive Director ' ' e "green card" or US resi- legal stay here of more than a
harmonious. ciety on what is acceptable be- | 5 per cent, over another five- spokesman for the European of the United Nations Envi- Small island nations will be | dency permit. year merits a 10-year ban.

Many Muslims “live in poor havieur. At the moment with ?Eﬂwm ending in 2017. ommission. ronment Programme (UNEP), severely affected by global Some 345,000 immigrants It is virtually certain that
housing, they have poor educa- rﬁnu n, it's a ile some diplomats had The United States has called early this week. warming. Bangladesh and have benefited from the mea- many of those sent back would
tion. 11-%‘,—;:'; very high level of day. Any one can have a go | anticipated Clinton's proposal the EU goals "unrealistic " he was speaking in Istan-  Maldives will be among those to | sure in the last two s not be allowed to return for sev-
unemployment. Over 50 per at uu.zm.‘ he said ' as "the missing piece a(lihg puz- But Luxembourg delegate bul at the opening of the 12th  feel the heat. The prospect that the law eral years,



