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in the 35-storied

glasshouse at Mhanhattan
on the bank of the East River-in
New York. which literally rose
like the mythical Phoenix from
the smou ashes of the
Second World War, replacing its
‘cousin’ the mﬂ:e Nations,
today hangs on threshold of
the 21st Century, Fh}rlicall
almost immobile an
financially a broke! As the old
adage says that "the em ty
sacks will never stand L,
but an "empty vessel sounds
much”. It applies well to the
United Nations (UN) as it stands

T HAT dream anization

today. Its fo fathers must
be t in their graves to see
this pitiable tion of the

much-adorned organization
which was established by them
} discus-
sions at the San Francisco con-
for the

too much from the world
when it is economically

for breath and politi-

cally limping on borrowed
cruches. rhetorics by the
egates from the member

ng tangible, rather
than mere rituals, is necessary.

member countries, then 51
men;b;?s st today's 185

. We renew every year
our vows to fulfil the noble
mission for which the organi-
zation stands. But seem to
be hollow rituals when we face
reality. That's why the UN today
has lost its identity and is
despera searching for it to
reestabli ttfu:lf in IE full
glory that its founding fathers
clmed from it for the benefit
of peoples of the world".

Reforms Package:
Highlights

At this critical juncture
when the UN is facing financial
bankruptcy and surviving on a
hand-to-mouth” existence, new

hopes have been raised by the
new UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan who had submitted a 90-

page 'reforms package' for
scrutiny at the current 52nd
annual Session of the General
Assembly. for overhauling the
world body by improving its

Man encies,

lights of the 'package’ are :
(a) creation of a Development
Fund of at least 200 mill uUs

Tom and Jerry

dollars, available for the bien-
niwm 2002 hfur devel-
opment with savings
from the annual by re-
ducing administrative and
overhead costs in the UN Secre-
tariat; (b) establishment of a
cabinet style structure to pre-
vent some 27 senior officials
reporting direct to Annan. In-
stead four 'managers' would

take of areas of
lnnee , humanitar-
an affairs, development and

socio-economic issues. Some
four or five more ' ers' are
to be added later. y, with
an eye on the UN's chronic fi-
nancial crisis, Annan has also

a volun revol
Froris P of vt e il
US dollars, enabling member
states to m::tl:tt:in i{ltcrcat for

to plu pPs in

In short, A:gmg:n has
pro a big shake-up, ever
hym m::ﬂ% luutoryhut;ﬂ e UN,

to overhaul its 'en-
trenched’ and 'bloated’ bureau-
cracy. cut down to
down over-head costs an
merge some UN agency pro-
grammes to avoid over- ﬂng
and wastage of money andp us
vings into develop-
ment activities in the poor
veloping countries.

The Axe must Fall at

Right Place
Undoubtedly, the Annan

because
for the first time such reforms
have received the pos-
sible su from a Presi-
dent. President Clinton in his
recent forthright statement at
the current eral Assembly
session had assured that Amer-
ica would its dues to UN of
about 1.5 dollars, about
half of total dues of 2.6 billion
dollars, owed some 100 other
member States. At the same
time Clinton lent his full
backing to Kofi Annan's re-
forms and has urged
other defaulting members to
pay up their dues.

It is alwaJa the Republican-
dominated US Senate that cre-
ates hurdles against t of
US dues. Ttﬂ bluntly qﬂ:sunn
the wisdom of spending US tax-
payers money on some UN pro-
Enmmu that look unproduc-

ve and wastage. Already un-
kind remarks have been voiced
by some of the Republicans
against the Annan plan as "re-

ment and e . bly modest”; "represents
ting costs mdgﬁﬂ sisl ' m: n%ua "’Ihgy::‘:
the ' UN's core mifsdio r-rrﬂil-ﬁ £ e d

rhstic mich:

sures to put the ?auu ip ory
der by c‘::l-lely :‘::I ng the all-
powerful UN bureaucracy who

One western columnist

rightly
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UN Day

Will UN Ever Get a Real Shake

-up to Stand Upright?

by AMM Shahabuddin

said that the UN "is the world's most complex bureaucracy, often sinking under

the weight of inertia that results from a heavy mixture of nepotism, incompetence, administrative spats and
clashing ambitions."

mighty picture of the ruling malcy will return with regard to

rules the roost. Senator Grams,
the Chairman of the Foreign
Relations Sub-Committee on
International Operations, had
opined J;‘;L Annan h:vau
"stymied reaucratic inter-
ests to protect their turf”.

It : fore, a lot
on Clinton how far he can per-
suade the hostile icans to

follow his line of action both in

the interests of America as well

as the UN.

UN Bureaucracy : A 'By-
word'

But the question arises why
this US distrust of UN bureau-
cracy? These is valid reason for
such a IunE-standing distrust
expressed by the ublican
senator the UN bureau-
cracy for miahandling and

use of funds. That's why
:gfu}- :g::llh"“in h?g' consis-
persistently o
payment by USA of its dues to
the UN. Actually, the UN bu-
reaucra has become a
proverbial by-word in the cor-
ridors of the UN. It's they who
run the 'show' without any
'show-cause' notice from any
quarters. In the past the Secre-
tary-Generals, however power-
ful they might have been, be-
came pawns in their hands, ex-
cept perhaps Kurt Waldheim,
who is considered as the "least
lar” Secretary General for
s drastic reforms measures.
But he lacked the most needed

support from powerful quarters,

‘as Kofi Annan has been lucky to

enjoy .from the US President
Clinton. So Annan would be
under pressure from the US
congress to make drastic cut in
the strength of the UN bu-
reaucrats to put them in their
mm. It would be a hard
c

P
a on the
ey o e
feature is that he enjoys the
' of Clinton.

The UN bureaucrats, on the
other hand, would fight to their
last ditch to se the reforms
and to sa them from in-
side to protect their vested in-
terests. But the hornet's nest
must be broken. Incidentally,
one western columnist rightly

said that the UN "is the world's
most complex bureaucracy, of-

ten sinking under the of

inertia that results from a

heavy mixture of nepotism, in-

competence, administrative

ﬁau and clashing ambitions.”
o

ey

| ﬂ'ﬂl d .
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body's wife's nephew”. What a

snobs in their den!

And that outspoken Cana-
dian, General Mac Kenzie, who
was the first Chief of the UN
Peacekeeping Force in Bosnia
and secured the Sarajevo air-

rt from the Serbs for safe
anding of incoming humani-
tarian shipments, blasted the
UN bureaucracy, including then
Secretary-General Boutros-
Ghali, for lack of vision and
proper planning before thrust-
ing UN troops to the field "to be

ed". And jokingly, he said to
pressmen in Canada, "Don't get
into trouble after 5 pm New
York time, or on Saturday and
Sunday, because there is no one

to answer the phone”. And fi-
nally, the Canadian General hit
the 's eye, as to why the USA

both US
and pay-up of the dues of about

one and a half billion dollars.

the UN financing
.ﬁrammcs back on track, by

regular contributions

1985 World Bank

Reforms Disaster
The General Assembly

members should therefore be

uick to :fuppnrt the US-backed
nan reforms proposal to put
and work pro-

ealing properly with the wild

'white elephants' that are play-
ing havoc in the UN. But one

must be remembered by
thengecre -General that the
‘axe’' shoul

among lower level officers and
ten thousand staff members of
the UN Secretariat and in the
fields. Whenever the question of

not create panic

was asked to resign to get new
appointments which were given
from top down. The result was
the bungling of the highest or-
der. Not surprisingly, new re-
cruits were from some bureau-
crats' "underlings" (often
friends). To quote London
Economist, "Cronysm thrived,
staffl morale plummeted, and
the bank remained as ineffi-
cient as ever." So repetition of
this black precedence should be
avoided while giving a new

ﬂhﬁe to UN administration.
Political Reforms: A Must

Mr Kofi Annan, however,
has left E'ilet from his 'reforms
ckage' urgently needed
ﬁ?ical reforms fnruythe smuuﬁ
functioning of the world body
in the political sector. It's a
happy sign that President

veto-weildin Permanent
Members — . UK, France,
Russia and China. Asia, being
the largest in population, has
the poorest representation.
Hence number of both the non-
Permanent and Permanent
Eﬁmb&m should be raised to
P rtionate representa-
tur:ﬁor: ns. Itepnen with-
out saying that Asia should get
at least two more Permanent
Membership, besides the pre-
sent member China. And of
these two, Asia's economic gi-
ant, Japan, has almost been as-
sured of a 'slot’ in the proposed
expansion of the council. And
as for the second seat, there
may be several aspirants, in-
cluding, most prominently, In-
dia, onesia and Malaysia.
But the question would re-
main whether the new Perma-
nent Members would be given
'veto' powers to make them of
equal status with the present
five other Members. If not, then
all the Permanent Members,
both old and new, should be

sion of the Security Council.
The next most vital issue would
be to reactivate the 'almost

- dead' the Military Staff Com

given the op

mittee which was originally !-e;
Hp the founding fathers un-

er
the UN Charter to take full
leadership and responsibilities
in peace-keeping and peace-
Im

is that during the last 50 P'em
of its existence, the Mi itary

cle 46 of Chapter VII of

ng operations. The tragedy

Committee has never been
portunity to pla
the vital role for which it Eragr

created. If Clinton takes bold

initiative to revitalise this
moribund committee, it would

take off much of the present

load from US shoulders and it
won't have to field its forces,
along with other NATO forces,
under American leadership,
where a volatile situation
arises. Bosnia is a case in point.

Let President Clinton prove
his mettle to put the UN
in its full glory, regaining its
lost identity, ready to take all
responsibilities to cope with
combustible situation, like
Bosnia. Let the multi-national

refuses to pay its UN dues, say- cutting the staff comes, it is recent speec stripped of their 'veto’ power so
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| Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of Twenty- sixth and
Continued from yesterday named Rakkhi Bahini.

Cross-examination of the
26th prosecution witness in
Bangabandhu murder case,
Naik Gunner (retd) Jamrul Is-
lam, when the court re-
ﬁmed s (Wednesday) morn-

Following are excerpts from
his examination by advocate
TM Akbar, defence counsel for
accused Lt Col (LPR) Muhiuddin:

Q: In how many places
sounds occur when a cannon
shell is exploded?

A: | don't know as | never
cannon shell.

Q: When did you get the

arge of ammunition store?

E: hlw: . 1975,

: at was your duty time
there? 4

A: From 6 am to 6 pm with a
two-hour recess.

i: Did you go on retirement
while di that d

A: No, a havildar replaced
me five to six months before |
nt on retirement.

ch

A: Yes, a
evening.

Examination by advocate

vildar called roll

ALL HANDS ... WE
HAVE GUARDS AND
TECHNICIANS
COMING IN ROUND

HMM, LET'S SEE ... P°

SOME SRT OF

TEGHNICIANS
10O, EH... THANKS
FOR THE INFORMATION | I8

Unruly students seen damaging vehicles yesterday near the Curzon Hall area of the Dhaka

University as a sequel to police action on

Press Club seeking an amendment to the 1982 Drug Policy.

them while demonstrating in front of the Jatiya

— Star photo

play a
role in the search for a broad
agreement on the issue of en-
largement of the UN Security
Council upholding the concerns
of the smaller and more vul-
nerable states, repo

Enlarg_ement of U_NSC

% | Dhaka to uphold

smaller states’
interest

Bangladesh will continue to
positive and constructive

rts BSS.
This was stated by Foreign

Minister Abdus Samad Azad at
a function in the city yesterday

which marked the first-ever ob-
servance of the UN Day in
Bangladesh co-hosted by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the UN systems in Bangladesh.
Earlier, the UN Resident Co-
ordinator, David E Lockwood
welcomed the guests and said
Bangladesh as an active player
in the UN system was playing a
commendable role in various
gumu under the world's high-
"Bangladesh's active partici-
pation and effective role in UN
a:nc keeping force, G-77, UN
eral Assembly and in other
fields is highly appreciable * he
said and assured of an increased
consolidation of the existing re-
lations between Bangladesh
and the UN system in future.

Twenty-seventh Prosecution Witnesses

city

healt
are facing a setback due to the
lack of quality control of lo-
cally
reports UNB.

Sharfuddin Mukul, defence
counsel for accused former state
minister Taheruddin Thakur:

Q: Where is the Army Head-
guarters situated?

A: In 1975, it was inside
Dhaka Cantonment.

Q: 2 Field Artillery was un-
der :"tﬁlch de?

: Under 46 Brigade.

Q: Was there any other regi-
ment under that de?

A: Yes, but [ can't mention
their names.

Q: Was Cold Shafat Jamil
Commandar of 46 Brigade at
that time?

- A Yes.
Q: Besides uniformed per-

sonnel, wt;; tihﬂp?l intelli-
ce peo n plainciothes in
Bel:]aka Cantonment?
A: Yes, DGFI and Fl n-

nel discharged their duties in
plainclothes. ,
promoted

Twent;v-nventh !
Prosecution Witness

Following are excerpts from
cross-examination ol PW-27
Havildar (retd) Harunur Rahsid
by advocate Gazi Zillur Rah-
man, state defence counsel for
absconding accused Lt Col
(dismissed) Khandakar Abdur
Rashid;

Q: Did you know CO Rashid
saheb?

A: Yes, | knew him.

@: Did all the four batteries
fall-in together?

A: Yes.

@: Did all go to airport from
the fall-in?

A: | can't say about other bat-
teries. My battery went.

Q: Were there other batteries
personnel at the airport when
you left the place?

3: Yﬂ,h

: ow many vehicles you
mvedﬂﬁ'nm the airport?

A: By only one car.

Q: Did know why Rakkhi
Bal‘::njﬂumfr::lack the g‘rmgr?

Examination ? adv Abdur
Razzaq Khan, defence counsel
for accused Lt Col Sultan
Shahriyar Rahsid Khan:

Q: You gave a statement to
CID on 31/10/96.
A: Yes.

Q: You were carrying an SLR
with how many ammunition?

A: 10 rounds.

@: Did you tell that 10 that
you didn't have to use bullet?

A: | can't recall.

@: Did you see many army
personnel at Balurghat?

A: Yes, | saw.

Q: Did you also see Lancer

Metropolitan

Speakers at a seminar in the
K:ut:rday observed that
and medicare services

manufactured medicines,

"Many drugs available in the

market are not useful as they
are produced without maintain-
ing standard and
National Professor
lam while delivering

uality, said
r Nurul Is-
the

_,.jl-Fl .

the need for involving disci-
plines like Bln-chtmintr{:. Mi-
crobiol h
istry,
and Pharmacholo
industry from the levels o
manufacturing to marketing.

play an important role from

Bahini?

A: Yes.

?: They were in different
uniforms.

A: The Lancer were in black,
uniform while others in khaki.

Q: Can you say how many
Lancer members were there?

E; IHm 0 15ﬂ'h

: How long had you been at

Bal t? b i

A: than half an hour.

Q: The army personnel were
in how many rows there?

A: There were not in rows.

Q: Besides Lancer, how
army el were there?

A; 60 to 70 Artillery people.
whil:

Were you not inte ted
entering the Ganughr
ban?

A: None intercepted. ;

Q: Did you see other soldiers
at Ganobhaban?

A: No, I didn't notice.

Q. Did you notice the sol-
diers’ barracks there?

“E: ““?1’1:- dichld t.

: re did sten to ra-
dio at Ganobha . ?li. Lol

A: Under a tree on the
ground.

Q: Did you hear from radio
that army had captured power
led by Khandakar Mushtaque?

A: | can't recall.

Q: You told the IO that you
heard from radio that army led
by Khandakar Mushtaque

captured r.

A: | can't recall.

Q: You didn't tell anybody
earlier... did you tell the court
today for the first time that sol-
diers were blulfed on August 15,
19757

A: [ can't remember.

Q: Do you know there was
martial law in the country from
August 15, 1975 to April 9,
19797

A: No. | don't know.

Q. Can you say if "Senabha-
ban” is inside the Dhaka Can-
tonment?

A: 1 don't know.

: The then Army Chief Gen-
eral Shafiullah resided in the
cantonment.

A: Yes. -

Q: The Headquarters is near
the gate.

: It is on the south of the

A
C :
Mg: The | gate is on the
north of the CMH.
A: Yes,
Q: The EME workshop is
north of that,
A Yes
» And then Balurghat, if vou
rther north. eh =
A: [ can't recall.
Q: You gave a false witness
hiding the truth.
A: This is not true.

8O

Examination by adv Khan

Prof Nuru Iulam' stressed

, Pharmacy, em-
emical Engineering
in the dru

He said the biochemists can

b hi .."LL.W I':.
“ v Qv During training

Bahini?

keynote speech at the seminar.

Defining safety, efficacy and
usefulness as the three major
criteria of quality medicine, he
said integrated efforts of vari-
ous disciplines are needed for
manufacturing quality
medicine.

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Prof Dr M
Amanullah inaugurated the
seminar on "Importance of Bio-
chemistry in National D and
Health Policy,” organised by
Bangladesh Biochémical Soci-
ety at BCSIR auditorium.

Vice Chancellor of Ja-
hangirnagar University Prof
Amirul Islam Chowdhury and
VC of Islamic University Prof M
@aisuddin were present as spe-
cial guests while president of

\r::g preliminary stage 1In
medicine preparation through
isolation, purification, clinical
trial of raw materials upto the
finished product.
“The quality of drug can be
achieved If all the related disci-
lines work together in drug
actory," Dr Islam said.
He said that an idea has been
popularised that expensive drug
means quality one which is not

absolutely true.
ted that Bio-

Dr Islam s
chemistry al with other sub-
jects have to recognised in
medicine industry and the re-
vision of 13(1) section of 1982
Drug Control Ordinance is nec-
essary. In the existing ordi-
nance, only pharmacists have

been given top priority.

the full im
outcome
ence, he

Saifur Rahman, defence coun-
sel for principal accused Lt Col
(dismissed) Syed Farooqur
Rahman:

Q: You didn't tell the court
everything of what you told the
CID. It means you are an un-
mindful man. Isn't it?

A: | can't say.
Q: Would you have raised
mmt if you realised that you
been bluffed?

A: | was an ordinary sepoy.

Q: |1 questioned you consider-
ing {uu a man, not a soldier.

: I was an ordinary sepoy.

(Judge: Usually what do you
do if you realise that you have
been bluffed?).
. A: Usually, I raise protest.
But an ordinary sepoy. while in
service in army, can't raise
protest against his officer.

Q: You know punishment is
awarded if anyone in army is

L:EDHHP'EHH By 20

A: Yes.

classes,
?'Du have been taught what is al-
owed in army and what is not.
You also passed the training.

A : | took general training of
a sepoy. | didn't learn law. |
took the training meant for an
ordinary sepoy.

Q: Did you violate rules in
your long service life?

A: My senior officers can
say.

Q: Even brigadier and
colonel ranking oificers were
hanged in 1981-82 for crimes in
army.

A: This is not know to me.

Q: Many sepoys of Dhaka
Cantonment were hanged in
martial law tribunals. Do you
know it?

A: 1 don't know.

Q: ] means you are an intro-
vert. You didn't care many big
incidents in the cantonments.

A: | was a soldier. | don't
know.

Q: Do you know that a
revolution took place in Dhaka
Cantonment in November,
19757

A: Yes, I know it.

Q: While joining the service,
you took oath that you will
protect the government. Cor-
rect?

A: Yes.

: Mention the names of the
artillery personnel who were
posted at :

A: Siraj, Jalal and me.

Q: Did you see Rakkhi

A: 1
Bahini.

Q: It means you have no idea

about them.
A: | knew there is a force

never saw Rakkhi

"Advancement of
women priority
commitment

of govt’
Bangladesh permanent rep-

resentative to the United Na-
tions Ambassador Anwarul
Karim Chowdhury has said ad-
vancement of women is a prior-
ity commitment of the govern-
ment, reports UNB.

He was giving statement on

"Advancement of Women and
Implementation of the Outcome
of the Fourth World Conference

on Women" at the ongoing 52nd
session of the UN General As-
sembly in New York on

W

Cho ury apprised the
committee of the measures be-
ing taken in Bangladesh for
implementation of the outcome
of the fourth World Conference
on Women which held in Bei-

jing in 1995 and for the ad-
vancement and empowerment

of women in the country, ac-
cording to a message received in
the city yesterday.
Underscoring the need for
ementation of the
the Beijing Confer-
emphasised im
tance of the availability of re-
sources, particularly for the

' least developed countries.

Q: Did you know whether it
is good or bad?

A: I had no idea about that.

Q: Where is the transit camp,
where were you brought after
being repatriated from Pak-
istan? Inside the cantonment
or outside? .

A: | don't know where. We
were taken there after disem-
barkation from flight. Later we
were given leave with Tk 200.

Q: When did you come to CID
office with police guards?

A: I didn't go there with po-
lice guards.

Q: Did local police give you
any paper for your identity?

A: Yes. | went along with the
pa

per.

Q: Did you show the af-
ter coming to CID office?
A: Yes.

Q: Did they keep the paper or
return it to you?

A: They kept it.

Q: Thana police told you to
m ta gsqsﬁnns . CID, oth-
| sé J'(’: will beé an actused. It
.depends aon your reply, whether
you will be a witness or an ac-

A: They didn't say like this.
Q: Did you not consider
Rakkhi Bahini as rival?

A: no, 1 didn't.
Q: Hearing firing, can you
ideitig the type of arms?
: No.

Q: Can you identify the arms
if you hear firing of small
arms?

A: No, [ can't say.

Q: Do you know the incidents
of the case for which you came
to give witness?

A; [ came to give witness as [
know the incidents.

(As Khan Saifur said mind
it, prosecution side asked if he
is threatening the witness. Sai-
fur with a laughter replied that
"I have to see dictionary to find
out the meaning of threat).

Q: You were involved in that
incident.

A: [ came to know.

Q: Major Farooqur Rahman
was incharge of the transit
camp where you came after be-
ing repatriated from Pakistan.

A: [ don't know.

Adv Abdur Razzaq Khan,

also the defence lawyer of ac-
cused Hon Capt (retd) Abdul
Wahab Joardar. declined to
cross-examine on behalf of

him.

— UNB

Further texts of cross
examination will be published
as and when received.

x T | """ia* B

Health service facing setback
due to lack of quality medicine

the society and VC of Agricul-
tural University Prof Muham-
mad Hussain

Seminar on

. Environment

of Nepal held

Khulna University Envi-

ronmental Science Discipline
organised a seminar on "Envi-
r?nmenl of Nepal
0
Seminar Hall of the respective
discipline, says a press release.

: Perspective
adesh” recently in the

Participatory

planning workshop

begins tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The Integrated Community
and Industrial Development
Intitative (INCIDIN) begins a
'‘participatory planning work-
shop' in the city tomorrow, to
examine the development ini-

tiative made the Garo com-
munities ba in Durgapur of
Mymensingh.

The workshop, scheduled to

be attended by the Durglghu:
based Garo leadership and
INCIDIN officials, would also
discuss about the future course
of actions for the soclo-eco-
nomic and Eou““] emancipa-
tion of the Garo communities,
an INCIDIN press release said.



