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CHOGM begins |

in Edinburgh
today

The Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) s today in Edin-
burgh in Sco in the United

Bt 8¢
HF , as the head
i T T
a rate the mee the
ngﬁlumn“alth Ictaj;::llgra. the
first in the UK in 20 years.

Britain's Prime Minister
Tony Blair and head of gov-
ernments of 53 other Com-
monwealth member countries,

Commonwealth Pros ;
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is the confer-
ence of the loose confederation
of former British colonies for
the first time. She will meet the

See Page 12 Col 6

PM arrives in
Edinburgh
EDINBURGH. Oct 23: Prime’
Minister Sheikh Hasina ar-
rived here today to attend the

four-day Commonwealth heads
of government muungﬂgesgm

tomorrow, reports ;
mnznhm:dnr lan Mclumey,
tative of the secretary

state for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Affairs of British

mmtmmcl’mm

at airport.
adesh Commi

sioner to the Unit A

H Mahmood Ali and other se-
nior :Ecinl. of :th:h:mumn
were present airport
to receive the Prime Minister.
From the the Prime
Minister drove in ceremonial
motorcade to the Inter-
national Hotel where she will

be staying.
A few hours after her arrival,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

had an audience with Queen
Elizabeth-I1 at the Palace of

Holyrood in Edinburgh.

SSC exams ’98
from April 16

The Secondary School Cer-
tificate [SSC) examinations.

1998 -urrder- five -education—4

boards of the “”““"Hg" begin
on %rﬂ 16, reports :

e examination schedule
will be announced later on, said
an official handout yesterday.

The arched roof of Kamalapur
Railway Station tells of the ar-
chitectural genius behind its
structure that makes it one of
Dhaka’s prominent landmarks,
Read this week's cover story on

pride of the city Kamalapur
Railway Station.
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Together They
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Demand for pay s

Govt employees defy ban,

Police keep a watch as government employees hold a rally inside the Sec
new pay scale.

ale revision, change in office timing

hold rally inside Sectt

Hundreds of government
employees, defying a ban, yes-
terda a demonstration
on the Secretariat premises,
demanding revision of the new

ﬂuy scale and change in office
mi

Police stop the demon-
strators near the Finance Min-
istry and pushed them back to
the 20-storied building, avert-
ing a clash by allowing them to

uuﬁe a rally. .
early two-hour demon-
_il.rﬁ_uqq._ " | _from the 20th
oor where oyees gath-
ered as part of their mass con-
tact programme to protest the
e hours.

" to alleged failure of

By Staff Correspondent

Their number swelled as the
marchers paraded each floor. A
revised SRO issued yesterday,
22-pages of it containing the
new pay scale and allowances,
had incensed the employees.

They were also agitated due
e author-
ities to prepare the October
salary bill as per the new scale
despite earlier announcement
to this effect.

The bill is normally pre-

ared by the 20th each month.
Egl t for the new scale

was replaced by a revised one
yest . But it failed to sooth

the employees.

Addressing the employees,
their leaders urged the govern-
ment to review the pay scale
and other benefits and revert
back to the old office timing.
Otherwise, they would unilater-
ally announce ch in office
hours as did during Gen-
eral HM Ershad's rule, they
warned.

The leaders also urged the
government not go give indul-

ence to whom they termed its
avourites in a rival organisa-

tion of employees, led by Syed
fmmm? ,,.x._..,....‘., s -.}r-—ui '.
the authorities to

They
withdraw new SRO and re-
See Page 12 Col 6

the DCC yesterday.

Demolition of BNP
office protested: 30
vehicles damaged

By Staff Correspondent

At least 30 vehicles were
when a group of le
went on the rampage at :
shal crossing in the city to
protest the demolition of a
makeshift BNP local office by
the authorities yesterday after-
noon.

Police arrested eight persons
duﬂﬁ the violence that con-
tin intermittently for about
three hours from around 2:30

m.
d Several persons suffered
minor injuries in the incident,
witnesses said.

Local le and police said
violence mc out a DCC
demolition team, as part a cur-
rent drive, dismantled an 'ille-

ally set up' BNP office at
orth-South Road near Bang-
shal crossing.

The protesters, said to be a

| section of local BNP activists

threw brickbats at police and
clashed with them. Chase and
counter chase between the BNP
men and police created panic in
the area.

Besides, they barricaded the
h“l.;?r North-South Road, hajli:;ﬁ
traffic movement for about h
an hour. They set fire to tires
and rubbish on the road.

The protesters first tried to
resist the DCC team's operation
but failed as a large number of
police personnel were deployed.

Later, ce were reinforced
and br t the situation under
control at about 5:30 pm.

_________________

a local BNP office near Bﬂngaha] crossing was demolished b

retariat yesterday demanding revision of the
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DCC demolition drive

70 illegal structures
dismantled so far

* By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka City Corporation's
demolition drive of illegal
structures belonging to differ-
ent political parties enters its
twelith day today with more
than 70 such structures dis-
mantled in the city, official
sources said.

They said, in addition to
dismantling illegally con-
structed &arty offices, they also
brought down illegal shops and
businesses along the keya

BNP demonstration
In city today

By Staff Correspondent

BNP will organise street
demonstrations at all thanas in
the city today to protest
Wednesday's police action on

arty leaders and workers in
ront of the party central office
at Naya Palton.

City BNP convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka. MP in a state-
ment last night called upon the
party leaders, workers and sup-
porters to participate in today's
programme.

Condemning Wednesday's
police action Khoka accused the
Awami League government of
ruling the country in an auto-
cratic manner

Sharoni and Dholpar area near
Sayedabad.

An official of the DCC's Es-
tate Department said there were
an estimated 300 such of -
fices in the city. When asked
whether they could bring down
all of them within the sched-
uled October 27 deadline, the
official replied that by that
time they would only complete
the first phase of the operation.

"We will start the second
Hhau& of the operation by the

rst week of November," he
said.

Another DCC source said
that there was a serious lack of
coordination between the police
and the DCC. In Demra, the DCC
demolition teamn had to turn
back because the local police
station could not provide sup-
port. "Only two policemen and
an officer were assigned to ac-
company us to demolish struc-
fures situated at notorious
places at Demra." said the
source, adding that the team
turned back postponing its ac-
tion. The same situation arose
in Sutrapur and Tejgaon previ-

oua-.‘I'}z

hen asked whether they
communicated with the PWD,
Railway, Housing and Roads
and Highways departments to

See Page 12 Col 3

| employees are not
| salary in November as per the
' new pay scale”

It’s a terrorist
govt: Khaleda

KALIHATI (Tangail), Oct 23:
BNP Chairperson and Leader of
the Opposition in parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia said the

guvernment has no sympathy

or the people as it was not
elected by the people, reports
UNB

"It came to r through
conspiracy .... it has no respon-
sibility towards the peop
sald while addressing a public

meeting organised by local BNP
at Kaiﬂﬁ

ati College ground this
afternoon. ;

The meeting was or sed
to mourn the deaths of 60 peo-
ple in the worst-ever road acci-
dent in the country that oc-
curred on the Tangail-My-
mensingh highway on October
14

Begum Zia held the govern-

accident and demanded due
compensation for the victims.
See Page 12 Col 7

Press report on
pay scale false:

Finance Ministry

The Ministry of Finance has
requested all not to create con-
fusion among the public by

iving fictitious and wrong in-
ormation involving the expen-

| diture due to the enhancement

of salary and allowances in the
new pay scale, reports BSS.

An official press release is-
sued in the city yesterday said
that attention of the Finance
Ministry has been drawn to the
news item under the headline
"the government officials and
getting

published in a
Hﬂ_ﬁlﬂli daily.

e press release described
as "faulty and baseless” the es-
timate of the government's ad-
ditional expenditure in the fi-
nancial year 1997-98 for the
implementation of the new pay
scale as mentioned in the news
item.

It termed as imaginary and
fictitious the contention of the
report which showed Tk 533 .46
crore as additional expenditure
for .Pa_v increase in the year
1997-98.

See Page 12 Col 1

Narsingdi Jubo

League leader
killed

N DI, Oct 23: A leader
of the AWami Jubo League was
killed by his opponents at
Satirpara in the town this
morning, reports UNB.

Family sources said Sanjib
Kumar Saha, 28, was attacked
and stabbed by two men near
Surovi cinema hall at 5:15 am
when he went out for morning
walk.

The sources said, a rick-
shawpuller found Sanjib lying
on the ground and brought him

Sahjlh. son of late Haripada
Saha of Kawriapara of the
town, was joint secretary of the

See Page 12 Col 2

DU students

damage vehicles

By DU Correspondent

Students of the departments
of Chemistry, Bio-c emistry,
Micrn-Blﬂlnﬁ and Applied
Chemistry o ﬂhaka University
went on the rampage and dam-
aged at least ten vehicles on the
street in front of Curzon hall
yesterday.

- The student damaged vehi-
cles after police barred them
from forming a human chain In
front of the Jatiya Press Club
and drove them away firing tear
%aa shells and charging batons.

hey tried to form a human
chain demanding amendment
lo Section 13 (1) of the Drug

See Page 12 Col 2
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The High Court yesterday
summarily rejected a writ
tition filed by Major General
oinul Hossain challenging
the government notifications
ng Abu Saleh Mohammad
asim and Mahbubur Rahman
promotion to the rank of Lieu-
tenant General and appoint-
ment to the post of Chief of
Staff successively. “-
oinul Hossain, now posted
as Bangladesh High Commis-
sloner to Australia and New
Zealand, stated in his petition
that he being the senformost
army personnel was su ed
twice, first on August 27, 1994
and later on June 6, 1996.
The division bench of the
High Court comprising Justice
Mahmudur Rahman and
Justice Abu Sayeed Ahmed
heard the
and the day before and passed
tt{le order rejecting the writ peti-
on.
By two notification dated

August 27, 1994, Abu Saleh Mo-

o

hammad Nasim was promoted

:-_E] the :E-Iank of ueutentgnt Gen-
and appointed to the post of
Chief of Army Staff.

petition yesterday

HC rejects writ against
‘promotions to
post of army chief

By SC Correspondent

Subsequently, by two other
notifications datccr June 30,
1996, Mahbubur Rahman was
promoted and appointed to the
same rank and post respec-
tively.

In his writ petition the peti-
tioner prayed for a rule nist
calling upon the respondents to
show cause as to why the notifi-

- cations dated August 27, 1994

and June 30, 1 should not be
declared to have been issued
without any lawful authority
and as such void and having no
legal effect.

He further prayed for an or-
der calling upon the govern-
ment to show cause as to why a
directive should not be issued
for considering his promotion
as per Rules prescribed under
the Bangladesh Army Regula-
tions Rule.

He also prayed for stayin
further promotion to the ran
of Lieutenant General till dis-
posal of the rule.

The secretaries of the Min-
istry of Defence and the Min-
l;t;y of Foreign Affairs, Lt Gen-

(rtd) Nasim and Lt General
See Page 12 Col 3

At least five students were
killed and another 34 were in-
jured when a Sylhet-bound
minibus plunged into a road-
side ditch at Jaipur, Dhamrai
early hours yesterday.

e victims identified as
Mohammad Aminul Islam, 20,
Mahfuzur Rahman, 19, Javed.
18, Moniruzzaman, 17, and Ma-
sum, 16, died on the spot. The
injured were admitted to the
nearby hospitals and clinics.

Relatives at the hospital said
that 39 students of different col-
leges and madrassahs were go-
ing to Lakkatura, Sylhet from
Meherpur to attend the 9th Asia
Pacific Rover Moot .

All the bodies were sent to
the Dhaka Medical Cnih;:l_ge
'Hﬂ&pﬁmmﬁiﬁnﬂﬁﬂ u-
topsy. -

BSS adds: Bamwladesh
Scouts sources said that the

o rover scouts killed
in road accident

By DMC Correspondent

driver of the 36-seater bus with
37 scouts and four officials lost
control when he was trying to
give side to a truck coming from
the opposite direction.

As a result, the bus skidded
off the road, and fell into the
ditch killing five scouts on the
spot and injuring the others.

One of the injured with se-
vere wounds in his head was
admitted to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital. Others were given
first aid at Dhamrai Thana
Health Complex and later at
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal.

The drivers of both the ill-
fated bus and the truck escaped
after the accident which took

lace at around 5.10 am. A case |
- Bd W 1dmral {hATrer=

was
in this connection.
President Shahabuddin

See Page 12 Col 3

PV&ZS tells court

“Thousands of people” were
barred by armymen from at-
tending the janaza of President
Sheikh Mujib at his ancestral
village Tungipara before he was
buried beside graves of his par-
ents, reports UNB.

Abdul Hye, who dressed the
country's founding president in
‘kafan’ with sarees from the lo-
cal Red Cross Hospital on Au-

1st 16, 1975, said this in his
position the court as the 28th

rosecution witness in Banga-
ndhu Murder Case.

He said army personnel had
asked for burying the blood
stained body of Bangabandhu
‘as it is", but later allowed them
to perform funeral rites, like
?bluuﬂn and janaza, for a Mus-
im.

Hye made his emotional de-
Bositiun to the special ejlash of

haka District angd Sessions
Judge Court at Nazimuddin
Road yesterday. He was fol-
lowed by PW-29 Naik (retd)
Shehabuddin.
Replying to a defence lawyer,

People were barred from
attending Mujib's janaza

Hye said there were thousands
of people outside the compound
of Bangabandhu's home. "But
they were not allowed by the
army personnel to attend the
Janaza.. A few people who were
on the home compound at-
tended it."

“The compound of Banga-
bandhu's village home is not so
small. Perhaps all the people
who had rushed could not be ac-
commodated for the janaza. But
2,000 to 2,500 people waﬂld
have taken in it had they
been alluwedg?-ll;le said.

All the defence lawyers, ex-
cept Khan Saifur Rahman for Lt
Col (dismissed) Syed Farooqur
Rahman, declined to examine
PW-28 Abdul Hye after he de-
scribed the tragic funeral of
Sheikh Muijib.

Hye, 44, now engaged in -
culture, told the court that he
was then a ward boy of Sheikh
Sahera Khatun Red Cross Hos-
pital in Tungipara of Gopalganj
district.

See Page 12 Col 4

at the En

mark its

Chamak, & cultural organisation, held a dance programme
ineers' Institution in the city yesterday to
nd founding anniversary.
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Taka devalued
again

ij Staff Correspondent

Taka has been devalued once

n by upto 50 paisa against

the US dollar with effect from

Sunday next, Hangladesh Bank
announced yesterday.

This time the devaluation
will have different effects on
buyers and sellers of dollar as
the spread between the BB's buy-
ing and selling rates has been
widened from Tk 0.20 to Tk 0.30
per dollar,

As a result, buyers will have
to Hay 50 paisa more and sellers
will get 40 paisa more from
Sunday.

The BB's buying and selling
rates of dollar from and to au-
thorised dealer banks will be
Tk 44.85 and Tk 45.15 respec-

tivg[l%.
e resultant change in the
middle rate will be from Tk
44.55 to Tk 45 for a dollar.

According to the BB, the de-
valuation has been made to
maintain the incentive for re-
mittances from Bangladeshi
nationals working abroad and
also competitiveness of exports
from Bangladesh, keeping in
view the recent trends in ex-
change rates of currencies of
major trade partners and com-
petitors.

The market had been t-
ing a major devaluation of taka
for some time ever since Pak-

See Page 12 Col 3

2,500 Bangladeshis
return from
Saudi Arabia

A total of 2.500
E!angladeshis returned from
Saudi Arabia by Biman and
Saudia till yesterday morning
and another batch of 3,500 was
awaiting deportation, reports
UNB.

This was stated at an inter-
ministerial meeting here,
chaired by State Minister for
Labour and Manpower, which
reviewed the return of ‘illegal’
Bangladeshi workers from the
Kingdom.

The meeting was told that
besides regular Biman flights
from Jeddah. the New York-
Dhaka flight was changed into
New York-Jeddah-Dhaka to fa-
cilitate return of Bangladeshi
workers.

Introducing a special flight
in the route is under process,
said a ?%gr:psentati‘vg rom Bi-

The meeting was informed
that the Foreign Ministry has

See Page 12 Col 3

2 muggers held,
Tk 6 lakh

recovered
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested two alleged
muggers and recovered Tk six
lakh in cash from them on the
Airport Road at Khilkhet under
Cantonment thana in the city
yesterday afternoon.

The arrested persons, identi-
fied as Yusuf, 18, and Suruj, 22,
were caught by police when they
were escaging with the money
after stabbing an unidentified
man near the crossing at the
Zia International Airport (ZIA).

The two. reportedly mem-
bers of a gang of four, were
heading towards the city in an
auto-rickshaw after snatching
the money.

Police quoted local people as
saying that three of the gang
members attacked the man as
soon as he got down from an
air-conditioned premier bus at
the ZIA crossing at about 3 pm.
The muggers had followed the
man after he withdrew the cash
from a bank in the city's Gulis-
tan area.

The muggers used a razor to

. stab the man in the shoulder

and fled the scene in an auto-
rickshaw which was parked
near the crossing.

Police Sub-Inspector (SI)
Hasimuddin, riding his motor-
cycle, started chasing the auto-
rickshaw after a some local

See Page 12 Col 6

Youngmen block
Dhaka-Aricha Rd to
protest students’
death in accident

By Staff Correspondent

A group of young men block-
ed the Dﬁaka—ﬁﬂc a highway
for about an hour after a
teenage student was killed in a
road accident on the highway at
Aminbazar, a city suburb, yes-
terday momning.

The angry youths, mostly
students, pelted brickbats dam-
aging a number of vehicles near
the Gabtoli bus terminal.

Police said the agitated stu-
dents from a technical training
institute at Mirpur put up the
barricade to protest the death of
Zakir Hossain, 18, at about
10:30 am.

Savar police said Zakir died
when he was going to the insti-
tute in a bicycle. A Savar-bound
speeding bus from Dhaka ran
over Zakir killing him on the
spot.

Mirpur police said a number
of youths hearing the news
rushed to the spot in a truck and
staged a demonstration there.

ter. after the intervention
of the institute officials and po-

lice eased the situation.
A case was in connec-
tion with the road accident with

Savar thana. However, police
could not arrest the driver or
seize the bus till last night.



