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A Happy Denouement

After a period of unimaginably long spell of de-
lay that would have perhaps put even Prince Ham-
let to shame for sheer procrastination — no less
than six years since the project was proposed and
approved —, the Sayedabad Water Treatment Plant
has taken the first ster}) to its being with its build-
ing process getting off to a ceremonial start last
Tuesday.

An assortment of evil starting from governmen-
tal indecision, red-tapism, %VASA employees
vested interest and their opposition to fulfilling
the World Bank's reform pre conditions for finan-
cial assistance led to this inordinate delay in the
beginning of a project that has come to be unani-
mously deemed as a vital factor in meeting the spi-
ralling urban challenge of enhanced water su p?y.
The World Bank and the French government Elﬂ\"l:

come happily forward to finance the project.
Thanks to thm. R

Dhaka has been in the throes of serious water
supply crisis for quite some time now. The average
shortfall in supply to the total demand is report-
edly 43 crore litre. More than this diurnal duel
with paucity the utility of the Sayedabad Water
Treatment Plant which is expected to add some 225
million litre a day when completed, lies in its huge
contribution to offsetting the increasing depletion
of the underground water level. Ninety E:é‘rt per
cent of the WASA supplied water comes through
lifting from the underground water reserve. This
has led to the caving in of the city surface by some
36 feet foot — a fact that is deemed dangerous for
City's existent structures. Besides, the spread of ar-
senic contamination is being attributed to indis-
criminate sinking of deep tubewell.

WASA's performance will be key to water man-
agement when the plant gets operational in the
ear 2002. The agency is now incurring a systems
oss of 46% which is untenable. Going by the inter-
national standard of administrative and technical
systems loss the figure cannot be more than 23%.
The Prime Minister gave a very stern warning to
the WASA officials that the rate of systems loss
has to be curbed.

One source of systems loss is the open nozzles
and the other illegal connections given g; a section
of corrupt WASA employees. According to a figure
some 40000 illegal connections areng'nere in the
city now. While the government is being robbed of
in the order of Taka 20 crore revenue every year
these people are making their fortunes with reck-
less abandon. Despite WASA's recent announce-
ment that there has been an 18% raise in its in-
come vie really doubts how far things have im-
proved with sources when such rampant corrup-
tion still there.

WASA, as the PM observed at the inaugural cer-
emony, has to turn itself into a profitable organi-
sation.

~.A Nation of Addiects?. -

Theére ‘are '@ milliéri drug addiots in la

No, this is no government figure. The United Na-
tions Drug Control Programme — UNDCP — had
initiated some studies and surveys and that figure
is their finding. But the number looks way out of

the real strength of addicts. This is understandable

as the survey was conducted without governmental
participation. And possibly certain districts were
not covered. In spite of certain such inadequacies,
the UNDCP report points a correct picture of the
drug situation getting out of hand very fast.

used as

The report points out that from a country

a transit route for the world drug traffic,
Bangladesh has become a consuming nation. And
drug abuse, already widespread in cities and dis-
trict towns and even small upazila headquarters,
is now reaching the villages. To this we add that in
the mufassil towns, starting with the satellite city
of Narayanganj, most of the medicine selling
pharmacies do thrive on a brisk business in drugs,
conducted, of course, after dusk.

The report quotes a 1991 WHO survey which said
13.32 per cent of Dhaka city's students took sleep-
ing tablets as an addiction, 5.74 per cent drank
spirit and 3.30 lapped up cannabis and opium. The
situation, to our knowledge, has changed radically.
It may be that the total of these percentages now
stands for students consuming dangerous drugs.

Dru%ls are pretty expensive stuff. And to get to

these the boys in the small towns and villages

would be forced to emulate the ways of their big

brothers in Dhaka and take to snatching and mug-

Elng, stealing and murdering. This is a particularly
orrifying hell we are heading for.

Do the quantum and kind of the government's
concern in the matter promise any change for the
better or even of arresting the slide? We feel this is
far too inadequate. The government owes it to the
nation to stop the smuggling, possession and con-

sumption of drugs by going up to, if necessary, -

Malaysian harshness.

Border Firing

When it is a border of peace and tranquillity that
one takes for granted between India and
Bangladesh, given their excellent bilateral rela-
tionship for quite a while now, the occasional
news of BSF firing comes as a veritable surprise.
That this is being apparently resorted to without so
much as a demur makes it sound even more out of
rhyme with the expected percolatory effect of the
shared friendlv ambience at the top. One cannot
entirely rule out isolated petty incidents of alterca-
tion along such a long border between the two
countries. That is why flag meetings are held to
sort these out, but nobody in the right frame of
mind expects such tiffs will degenerate into firing
and violence of the kind that reportedly took place
in Rajshahi on October 21. BSF personnel from
Shanpura border outpost in West Dinajpur got "en-
tangled in a squabble with villagers of Kalupara
when they went to the bordering area to cut at
noon-time". At one stage they opened fire inflicting
wounds on 12 persons at the Naogaon village.

Recently we have had the border coordination
conference between B desh and India address-
ing various weighty issues like cross-border crimes
border demarcation, etc. One wishes very much it
had taken due note of the interminable lRr'rmg inci-
dents and perfected the local mechanism for quick,
reflexive trouble-shooting whenever the situation
demanded it. The conduct at the borderguard level
where the weapons are handled must be truly re-
flective of the friendliness beamed by the two gov-
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' OVERNMENT-universi-
gn:lluunlhlp which in
ngladesh is perceived,

for historical reasons. rather
narrowly, even tively, as
one between adversaries,
characterised by a none too
covert desire for control and the
inevitable antagonism and
“%s ia peshikpe the pates

s aps the m
to be ﬁ in cnum.rg: with
a d of colonial rule and/or
ind:ﬁcnuul authoritarianism
or dictatorship. But many of
those countries are moving out
of this sterile pattern into a
more tive relationship for
the potential it offers for re-
construction and development
in a fast changing and competi-
tive world.

Also the question of institu-
tional autonomy and academic
freedom, with which university
academics in Bangladesh are
concerned, is a common con-
cern across the ' and

' divide and tly so.
But it is by no means the only
as of government-univer-
sity relationship, nor should it
occupy academia to an obses-
sive extent as it seems to do in
Bangladesh at present or in-
hibit cooperation.

I believe our universities
should change in important
ways. [ also believe major and
long-term goals could t be
realised in an environment of
collective understanding which
should include a measure of un-
derstanding between them and
the t. possible under
democracy. | therefore wish to
stress the importance of ex-

I.I'Id.l.:f our horizons, getting
Phe universities and the gov-
ernment to collaborate as part-
ners and to address problems
like access, quality, infrastruc-
ture and extramural benefits to
society. 1 would also like to
plead a vision of the univer-
sity, facing the twenty-first cen-
tury, as an instruments of des-
ignated political change within
a democratic frame. social re-
newal. liberation of women and
environmental care. | believe
when ideas and institutions are
in decay and new initiatives are
needed, universities have a spe-
cial role to play.

To read even a fraction of the
literature about the history of
the development of universities
is to t:::ll;lﬂrmnfthrce things,
among others, of importance to
us in Bangladesh: a) universi-
ties are products of particular
socicties and their problems
and Lheir solutions must be
specilic to their genetic setting;

ROUND July and t.
Americans, including
those ol  Bangladeshi,,

take theis, apnual, -

origin,
fanuly -yagatiep.; -Mrlikg the
British ,'holiday”  Americans
use the old-fashioned word,
‘'vacation' to describe pleasure
trips. "Holiday” here means a
day-off, such as the Fourth of
July (America's independence
day] "holiday.” Our destination
for this year's vacation was the
Pacific Northwest - Vancouver,
British Columbia in Canada,
and the states of Washington,
Sgegun and California in the

We flew to Seattle, Washing-
ton from New York, in ro
the same time it takes to reach
London, UK, and after a t's
stay at a hotel near the airport,
rented a car and headed towards
Vancouver, Canada about 150
miles to the north. We went by
many apple farms alongside the
road; among other things,
Washington apples are consid-
ered delicious. We passed the
town of Redmond where, in a
Eicluresque set is located its

st rt to the world - com-
puter genius Bill Gates' Mi-
crosoft.

At the border, the Canadian
immigration officer asked us
whether we were carrying any
guns. Although gun cﬂnfﬁnﬁ 15
a right Americans would die
for, in Canada it is illegal. Un-
fortunately, there are grave
consequences for such danger-
ous freedoms. In 1990, as we
were taking a guided tour of
Toronto, the guide looked the
Americans in the nucﬁ straight
in the eye and said sadly: "mur-
der rate at Toronto has gone up
drastically; last year there were
two murders!” e Americans
cracked up: in New York city
more than two people die every

day.
- "From Georgia, eh?", the
immigration lady smiled at us.

We are actually from New Jer-
sey, | explained, the rental car
that we gickcd ulJ from Seattle
has a Georgia license plate.
Americans laugh at the o-
Canadian's penchant for en

sentences with "eh." Canada
boasts of scores of early Scot-
tish and Irish immigrants. The
"eh" is a remnant of their
speaking mannerisms back
home. "Nova Scotia". the Cana-

justing
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by Khan Sarwar Murshid

to take in Bangladesh, but we could still learn a lot from the British and American examples as well as from
develapmerﬂ:intﬁeﬁl#indudﬁaﬁlilfgcountﬁanfbia, such as Singapore, Thailand, and India, which are

b) in the course of their growth,
somewhere down the line, uni-
versities appropriate the role of
critics of society and inter-

preters of its needs and in-
evitably clash with power struc-

tures in and outside govern-
ment; and c) each country treats
the problems of academic au-
tonomy in its own way, for the
measure of freedom, academic
f[reedom in particular, is con-
Lingent upon the character of
the state, political and cultural
norms and expectations, and
economic realities.

The case of the universities
under the Thatcherite state in
Britain, the cradle of parlia-
mentary democracy and liberal
values, from which many of its
erstwhile colonies in Asia and
Africa derive the notion that
institutions of higher education
should be left to govern them-
selves and teach and conduct
research without fetters, illus-
trates how academic freedom
could erode through a change of
political climate and economic
dependence. United Kingdom
under the Tories, with their
market philosophy, strict ideas
of cost and benefit, mechanical
computation of productivity
and crucially, their ruthless
application of budget control
and cuts, have virtually de-
prived its universities of the
right to run their own house in
terms of determining access,
scope and quality. ey are
painfully. often resentfully, ad-
to this new philistinism
amid charges that university
degrees are getting devalued
whereas only two decades ago
theg were fairly free to decide,
under a flexible dispensation,
the range of subjects to be
taught without compromising
quality.

The mechanisms used by the
government to secure compli-
ance affected the older and bet-
ter endowed universities less
than the new and exclusively
state-funded ones many of
which are just busy surviving.
incidentally pointing to the un-
evenness of university-gov-
ernment equation even within
the same country. The gentle-
manly notion that the state
should support the universities
without seeking to control
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them, even indirectly, is dead
beyond resuscitation. They
have to prosper or perish by the
market, a doctrine for a time
upheld, during conservative
rule, by a single-member ma-
jority in the sovereign parlia-
ment of Great Britain and every
penny spent on them must be
accounted for in terms largely
of quantifiable performance.
The situation is not likely to be

different under new Labour
either.

The British situation has
several interesting features for
us to note : a) institutional au-
tonomy is regarded in Britain
4s a means W academic [reedom
understood as the freedom to
teach and do research. In Great
Britain, academic freedom is
not in total jeopardy because
she has a strong tradition of
intellectual freedom and toler-
ance. (I am not unaware of the
criticism thaugu. that the tol-
erance might be limited to the
tribe’ as judged. for instance, by
the rather ‘endo ous' reac-
tion of some Britons to the Jo-
cation and architecture of the
Saudi-funded Islamic Institute
at Oxford.) There is notionally
{reedom of choice too, but actu-
ally that choice is reduced by
financial constraints whenever
the universities fail to raise
revenues through successful
bids for resources from the state
or increased fees from enroll-
ments or other means. The uni-
versitlies are unhappy because
their financial circumstances
force compromises on them
that affect standards of teach-
ing and research. In a free mar-
ket situation. academic freedom
could therefore Include the
freedom to contemplate and ac-
cept decline; b) scarcity as a fac-
tor in the financing of higher
education is a widespread phe-
nomenon with poor and rich
nations alike unable to co
with the vastly increased de-
mand for places at institutions
of higher education. Although
there is a staggering gulf be-
tween the scales of their
economies and the sizes of the
budgets involved, Britain and
Bangladesh share a problem.
But while in Britain the uni-
versities are subject to intense
scrutiny in respect of their pri-

orities and performance, the
universities in Bangladesh
thrive in tHeir absence and are
unbelievably cavalier in their
attitude to the demands of ac-
countability in all its senses.
They seem to have fairly
marginalised the University
Grants Cormmission which is
supposed to have a mediatory
and critical role in their affairs,
while the academics have
largely used the systemn of au-
tonomy, founded upon a series
of elections to various struc-
tures of authority within the
university, to fmdl off the world
and to promote and protect
their own interests.

The American system of
higher education, a vast and
complex entcc?nu. has grown
and prospered under gnv:m—
ments generally friendly and
su ve and occasionally in-
terfering and overbearing,
serves very varied needs of a
community which could be both
bigoted and open. It consists
broadly of two types of univer-
sities, those privately endowed
and those funded bv the gov-
ernment. The [irst category
contains some ol the richest
ancd most prestigious institu-
tions of higher learning in the
US. American universities have
at least four sources of income:
the government, industry, cur-
rent students and alumni and
are extremely adaptive to the
demands of the economy as well
as the needs of the community.
The latter seems to transcend
the imperatives of supplr and
demand and is probably linked
to the impulse to serve that
went into the creation of the
land-grant universities. Among
the strengths of the American
higher education system is the
plurality of Its patrons, al-
though the state universities
are almost wholly dependent on
5uvtrnm¢:nl largesse, a great

eal of meney f{lows into the
system from research pro-
grammes of the government
and private industries.

e history of the profession
of higher education in America
is replete with conflicts with
political authorities as well as
the racist and religious right.
Nevertheless, academics
through their moral stamina

LETTER FROM AMERICA

the Pacific North-west

Dr. Fakhryddin Alued writes from Princeton

Redwood ﬁn:e:t national park, just a few miles away. Redwood is @ much cherished b:ﬂding

trees are huge, both in length and width. The trunk of one tree is so wide that they have cut a road thi

and resilience, have been able
to establish a vigorous tradi-
tion of intellectual freedom
Whid:ui':im by the judi-
ci by the
in the statutes book of m
Amendment to the American
Constitution guaranteeing
freedom of expression which.
incidentally, at times causes in-
tellectual and moral conun-
drums. Here the notion of insti-
tutional autonomy includes the
right to act in pursuit of values
a university believes in, while
the notion of academic freedom
is essentially founded on the in-
tegrity of teaching and re-
search. Not all the universities
have stopped affirmative action
in favour of African-Americans
with the ch of government
policy. It is of some interest to
record that the integrity of re-
search done at universities is
liable to be questioned, salutar-
ily. by academics themselves,
and with disastrous results, by
political busy-bodies as illus-
trated by a cause celebre, dating
from the '80s and resolved only
recently. involving a scientific
aper co-authored by the Nobel
rize winner, Professor Balti-
more, President of the Rock-
feller University and Dr
Amanishi Kiri, a research as-
sociate at the Tufts University.

Dr Kirlt was accused an-
other scientific worker. a PhD
student, of fabricating research
data to fit her theory, but when
a congressman got in on the act
and empl a government
intelligence agency to pro-
nounce on the genuineness of
the entries in her notebooks,
which often contrivdicted her
own findings. it led to ruinous
expenscs, the blighting of ca-
reers. and the ultimate discom-
fiture of the accusers. What the
Baltimore affair demonstrated
was that scientific integrity was
best secured by a vigilant scien-
tific community which alone
knew what risks were inherent
in scientific inquiry and how
| nation had to be brought
to the aid of judgement in the
face of unstable or ambiguous
data or pointers.

As an observer of the Ameri-
can academic scene, | was im-
pressed by the model of eco-
nomic independence repre-
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University-Government Relationship : Comparative Perspectives

sented by some of the universi-
ties, the diversity of their
sources of financial support.
the reliability of the social and
institutional concordat which
at the end of the day protects
their basic freedom, their anxi-
ety to maintain fair recruit-
ment and enrollment policies,
sometimes contrary to political
and economic pressures,
against the barriers of race, re-
ligion and sex: and their eager
response to the needs of the
ecoriomy, and their keenness to
create opportunities for mem-
bers of the wider community to
learn through extension ser-
vices.

The route of institutional
autonomy and academic free-
dom through economic inde-
pendence, would not be easy to
take in Bangladesh, but we
could still learn a lot from the
British and American examples
as well as from developments in
the fast industrialising coun-
tries of Asia. such as Singapore,
Igaﬂand. and Ili:i:lja, which are

apting speedily to new pres-
sures and needs. In fact. ad%:pta
tion seems to be the secret of th

and survival of the uni-
versity which is civil society's
most enduring institution.
Created in Europe, 800 years
ago. it produced, in succession,
priests. ‘gentleman’, politi-
cians. administrators, inven-
tors and engineers, corporate
executives and technocrats of
all kinds. to serve the needs of a
changing society, and along the
way preserving as well as gen-
erating ideas.

The rising demand for
higher education, extremely
limited choice, a stagnant cur-
riculum, aggravated by the lack
of resources, unwillingness to
tap new sources of income,
flawed structures of ance,
the absence of a rat policy
in respect of access and quality,
a faulty admission system,
ceaseless turning out of
un:mpluﬁnhlc graduates and
above all, an unimaginative
and perilous default on the need
for responding to new chal-

. are the features, forget-
ting for the moment the prob-
lem of campus terrorism. of a
crisis which call for serious en-
gagement and effort for its
comprehensive and phased so-
lution.

We must all take an in-
formed part in the endeavour to
find solutions to the crisis.

The author is Professor at
the Department of English,
University of Dhaka.

man's Wharf costs two dollars.
After nine in the morning and

before seven in the evening,
The
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allowing cars to pass through the tree! After gathering some redwood as souvenirs, we resumed ou
southward.

dian province, is Latin for New

Scotland.

We went straight to the house
of my friend from Faujderhat
Cadet College days. Schamis.
Since Bangladeshis are so well
spread out throughout the
world, these days it is no sur-
Friat to be able to look up

riends or relatives anywhere,
even in Alaska. The first order
of business was go to the grave-
whancac Schams’ father was

Y our respects.

Then Schams took us on a
tour of Vancouver. It is a cos-
mopolitan city with about 30%
people of Chinese origin, many
of them expatriates from Hong
Kong. The Chinese are very vis-
ible ere. There is a sub-
stantial number of Indian. es-
pu:lallgq Sikh, population as
well ually Elrﬂﬂ%l is the Ira-
nian presence. nlike the
Americans, in their rush to get
to the West coast, the Canadians
did not fight the native Indians:
they signed treaties with them.
Consequently, a substantial
chunk of Vancouver's prime
real estate is owned and leased
by native Indians.

We spent an hour appreciat-
ing a quaint marina, which
also doubles as a harbour for
trips to the gorgeous Victoria is-
land. Along the way, we passed
the largest gionkey bridge in
the world. re were no takers
among us for crossing the rope
h_rld;:pl' Then Schams took us to
the mountain top for a breath-
taking view of the city. The
mountain top is a ski resort
during winter. Since the resort,
like all provincial parks in
Canada is free, nearby Ameri-
cans cross the border and rush
in to take advantage.

Canada must be the only
nation in the world to sulfer
from negative nationalism. "I
am nol an*American”, is how

Canadians attempt to distin-
guish themselves [rom simnilar-
sounding Americais. Canadi-
ans are also the only people to
use the term "North American”

to describe themselves and :

Americans.
do.

Back in Seattle. we went u
the Space Needle, built in 196..{
Atop the revolving restaurant,
high up in the sky, we had our
lunch. Back on earth, we took a
stroll along the beautiful har-
bour. My s had a notion of
watc their baseball héro,
Ken Griffey, Jr. of Seattle
Mariners ef y at the Kingdome.
Fortunately, the Mariners were
away playing in New York!

Next mo . we drove to
the Everett, to visit the facto
that Bill built - no, net Bill
Gates' Microsoft, Bill Boeing's
aircrafl company, established
around l*.:.lllé}.d Seattle is the
head quarter of the Boeing Air-
craft company.

On a free guided tour of the
company, we witnessed a Boe-
ing 777 put together. The
back of the plane is assembled
first, then the main cabin, fol-
lowed by the s and the en-

ines. [ succumbed to a

reudian slip and asked our
guide  how much one these
planes "cost.” Mockingly, she
shot back, "who do you work
for?", implying I was spying for
Europe's Airbus, Boeing's only
competitor. Of course they
never tell you the cost, what
they will tell you is the price.
Upwards of 128 million for a
Boeing 777, and 158 million
dollars for a Boeing 747,

Customers have to fork out a
third of the price when they or-
der the plane, another t be-
fore the plane is painted in
their colours and the last third
on delivery. Customers have to
come to Seattle to pick up their
plane and fly hoine. There is no

Americans never

{f

home deliverv. Our guide was
happy o tell us the price of i:t
engines, manulactured by oth-
ers. Each jet engine cost about
10 million dollars.

Our next stop was Mount
Rainier, about two and a half
hour’'s drive from Seattle. The
snow-capped Mt. Rainier is
visible from anywhere in Seat-
tle, although it is hundreds of
miles away. Along with Mount
St. Helens, which erupted in
May. 1980, Mt. Rainier is one of
the two active volcanoes on the

US mainland. There are paved

mountain roads that take visi-
tors to within a breathtaking
view of the top. The played
hide and seek with cloud cover,
as we snapped up photographs
aid lifetime of memory.

The next mnmin% we
headed for the Oregon Pacific
coast that we had heard so
much about. On the way we
stopped at Portland, Oregon.
Portland has a good protes-
sional basketball team, and our
two kids made sure we stopped
there for lunch.

On reaching the coast we re-
alised why it is such a sought af-
ter vacation spot. Driving on
Route 101, with the mountain
range on the left and the breath-
taking view of the blue Pacific
ocean on the right, it is difficult
to keep one's eyes on the road.
There are scenic overlooks ev-
ery [ew miles. and beaches
whenever the road descends to
sea level.

We drove all afternoon, hug-
ging the picturesque coast. until
sunset. As the sun set over the
ocean, serenity reigned. In the
twilight it appeared that all of
God's creations - the waves, the
rocks, the trees and the ulls
- were humming Allah's (
praise in unison. We said our
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‘Silent at the
helpless shrills

Sir, Almost everyday we no-
tice the cases of raping women

and girl child in different places
of the country. At the same
time, we also notice that no ac-
tion is being taken to stop such
violence. Recently the rape at
the DC's office at Pabna was
simply dealt with by transfer-
ring the culprit to another office
so that he can victimise another
woman (or women) there. Why
couldn't he be arrested for do-
ing such a crime? Another
striking point is that how come
the women activists are so
guiet?

In the past they have played
vital role in demanding justice

nst violence, but these days
with such mcrennnﬁlrate of
rape, murder, acid throwing,
etc., the role of women

—J activists and organisations is

pretty frustrating. Are we sup-

to accept such violence as
normal? Or can we expect a
more active and responsible
role from the law enforcing

. agency, government and women

organisations? It is quite evi-
dent that women and girls are
helpless in these situations and
ultimately we fear that such
helplessness is going to make
them more submissive, with-
drawn, degraded and subordi-
nated.

Women of the nation are
waliting for an action against vi-
olence especially from those
who s about women's rights
and t who are in power po-
sition. At the same time, we ex-
Bet:t every conscious citizen to

ave something to say in this
regard, we cannot let this situa-
tion prevail any longer.

Salma Islam

Dhaka Unmeﬁtm! "

Ticketing system
of Biman

Sir. On October 2, '97 we pro-

cured 4 tickets for October 12,

'97 BG flight No 511. Subse-
quently we had been trying to

et 4 more tickets for the same

ight between 4th and 10th Oc-
t . Every time we were told.
that the flight was fully booked
and hence no ticket was made
available to us.

On 12th October, when we
boarded the plane we found
with pleasure that Minister Mr
Tofall Ahmed and Mr Mohiud-
din Khan Ala r were travel-
ing by the same . When the
gllnc took off, | a ached Mr

ofail Ahmed and expressed
that while we were constant)
rejected tickets for the flight. It

was bewildering to find 26
-8ix) vacant seats.
~ Mr Ahmed politely

pointed that State Minister for

T
=

Civil Aviation was available
:lnd I?II':DUH «t:l:'a'llllni'kihi';1 attention.
r an very kindly got up
from his seat and the
occupancy. He also

that he would look into it.
I do not know whether this
would bring in any ch in

the ticketing system of

of not. But would like to record
my disgust on the prevailing
ticketing system of Biman. It is
a common phenomenon that
tickets between Dhaka-Chit-
tagong, Dhaka-Sylhet and
Dhaka-Jessore are very diffi-
cult to get. However most of the
time, flights take off with unoc-
cupied seats. Somebody or a
group of Biman officials are at
severe fault or this is done
deliberately for kick-off per-
sonal ts.

Sherur Rahman
gﬂ:‘ﬂ. Malibagh Chowdhury
a

Maghreh prayers in our car.

After .« lony day's drive
through the states of Washing-
ton and Oregon. we reached
Californian border. Believe it
or not, the state of California
maintains check points at its
borders. They are afraid of fruit

ts that could destroy their

illion dollars industry. We

were asked, "Are there any
fruits and in the ve-
hicle?” Satisfied with a nega-
tive answer, the waived us
on. We sta night at Cres-
cent City California.

The next morni we ex-
plored the Redwood na-
tional park, just a few miles
away.
ished building material. The
trees are huge, both in length
and width. e trunk of one

southward. :

As Route 101 gave way to
Route 1 in California's Pacific
coast, the road became tortur-

afflicted

(fear of heights) motorist like '

the writer, dri became a

sion bridge in the world,
San Fransisco. As we headed
towards our hotel
DT e,
u .
road in San - *Failing
to see what lay at the end of the
steep drop. I refused to budge. "l
am not going in there”, | said.
The chorus of the horns of the
irate drivers behind me rose to
a crescendo. Finally | began to
descend! It really was not that
bad when it was all over! De-
termined not to encounter San
Fransisco's undulating road-
ways n soon, for the next
two days, we parked our car
solidly in the garage of our
abode. The Fairmont Hotel!
With Filbert Street under our
belt. when we drove through
Lombard street - “the
crookedest street in the world”,
before leaving San Fransisco, it
was a cake!

What with the temperate
weather, cable cars clanging,
Golden Gate Bridge beckoning,
and Berkeley and Stanford

stimulating, n Fransisco is
our favourite city. Rising ma-
jestically from the Pacific mist

and revealing its beauty every
morning, the city has capti-
vated the romantics every-
where. No wonder singer Tony
Bennett “left my heart in San
Fransisco.”

There is s0 much to see. A
ride on the cable cars. in orrl-
tion since the beginning of the
century, is a must for a 1ourist
One way trip. from downtown

| through Chinatown to Fisher-

b o)

is a much cher- -

cars are so crowded 'thnt tourist

ve
SCO was dutrt?ed
by fire in 1906. It sits atop the
number one fault line in the
USA. A devastating earth-
uake, the "big one”, is pre-
3H:tnd any time. In 1989, as the
San Fransisco Giants were
about to take the field to play
the Oakland Athletics in base-
ball's World Series, a mighty
one actually did - killing hun-
dreds and ne_ billions of
dollars of pro . Yet, mﬁt
of the mo dmﬂ' the
Fransiscans wo not like to
be anywhere else.

There are two hubs for the
tourists - the downtown area
around Union uare, and
Fisherman's Wharf, by the Bay.
From the Wharf it is possible to
cruise the Bay on a boat, take a

ferry to the idyllicvlﬂlﬁnf
Sausolito on the other side of

trip

coast, Alcatraz, Golden Gate
. Sausolito and the beau-

tiful Muirwoods.

Alcatraz was a federal

- prison for violent criminals

until 1962, when Gen-
eral Robert closed it.
It boasted of such notorious

g
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prison.

Our second day in San Fran-
sisco was a Friday. At a down-
town Pakistani restaurant,
site food, we
learned where to go for Juma
Pl'l]rtl'l. Only a few blocks

rom the restaurant, Muslims/

&thﬂ on the thiird floor o&f;
ilding to pray. It was gratily-

ing to see such a nice, and

I-kept facility dedicated to

rayer. right in the heart of
gnwntuwn San Fran 2
Thanks to Allah (SWT). t
days on business trips to h;ﬁ
cities, it is always possi
to find a mosque where one can

I:...?:or our last day. we drove
sixty miles south to San Jose,
the heart of Silicon Valley, the

uter capital of the world.

e Computers. the chip
maker Intel Corp. and innu-
merable other ter-related
companies are located in and
around San Jose. Few months
back. as President Clinton vis-
ited the area. he asked to have
lunch with Steve Jobs. Apple
computer's cofounder and cur-

rent leader



