Talks not held:
AL, BNP blame

each other
By Nazmul Ashraf

The Awami League and the
BNP blamed each other as the
planned ialogue talks did
not take

Sources in the ruhng party
attributed the failure to "un-
favourable”™ circumstances.
while BNP lcliad:E h]!lautsit the
government for “further eri-
orating” the atmosphere for a

Tcicc;nmmunicatiuns and

Works Minister Mohammad
Nasim told The Daily Star late
last night that he made sev-
eral attempts to contact the
BNP leaders but failed to reach
them. "Nevertheless, I'll con-
tinue my efforts because we
want to rtmlv: the ataj:matc
sitting across the table,”

said.
See Page 12 Col 2

C’wcal_th confce

PM leaves for
Edinburgh

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina left lastnight for Edin-
bu to attend the Common-

Heads of Government
Meeting beginning in the
British city Friday, reports
UNB.

A Biman flight carryin
Prime Minister took off
the airport at 11:40 pm.

Ministers, diplomats, chiefs
of three services and high offi-
cials were t at the
to see off Prime Minister.

The four-day conference of
the heads of t of 54
Commonwealth countries will
focus on winds of democracy

the world.

See Page 12 Col 3

UP polls will
be held on

non-party
basis: CEC

KHULNA, Oct 22: Chief Elec-
tion. Commissioner Moham-
mad Abu Hena today asked all
officials concerned to conduct
the l:nluing Uninn Flﬂlhnd

mnment are important as it
expands demncrfgy in the
Emtn level and should not
underrated. he said.
The CEC was lddrclllng a
of the high officials of
Khulna division at the DC's
conference room here with Di-
visional Commissioner SM
Alam in the chair.
meeting was attended,
% ulna Range DIG of Police,
R Sector Commander, deputy
See Page 12 Col 6

Sajeda made acting
AL president

Awami League presidium
member Begum Sajeda Chowd-
hury will act as the acting pres-
ident of AL during the stay of
the party chief Prime Minister
Shc& {laaina in the United

m, reports UNB.
wami ague President
Hasina left last nigh[ for Edin-

burgh, UK teo attend the Com-
monwealth Heads of Govern-
mernt meeting.

—Inside Today
Article
University-Gov-
ernment Rela-
tionship: Com-
parative Perspec-
tives
by Khan Sarwar

Murshid
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Who is going to reform

the UN, anyway?; and

Of human cloning: The
question of right
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International

Peres calls for creation
of Palestinian state
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Business
OPIC keen to finance

US o1l companies in
Bangladesh

DSE index posts
modest gain
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BNP activists running for safety as pulice

KARTIK 8 1404 BS.

the city yesterday to prevent them from bringing out a procession.

Procession obstructed: 50 hurt, 11 held

Police, BNP activists

clash in city

The area around BNP central
office at Naya Paltan in the city
mﬂl‘da}f tumﬂd into a battle-

and BNP workers
clashed fnr hours. leaving at
least 50 people including a po-
liceman injured.

Police picked up 26 Fcu le
including a BNP central
Taqdir Hossain Muhammad
Jasim. during the clashes that
be when police obstructed
BNP workers from bringing out

a planned procession [rom in
frnnl of thc party office in the
lftemroon Taqdlr H:DIllIﬂ ili’hl

By Staff Correspondent

tymen from inside the BNP of-
ice. Fifteen of the arrested were
released later, Motijheel police
said.

The planned procession was
part of BNP's 17-day demon-
stration programme across the

country that concluded yester-
day. The programme was ob-

served to press its various de-
mands.

Witnesses said police lobbed
tear gas shells indiscriminate
during the clashes that last
nearly four hours.

Angry BNP lctlvialu dam-

area.
The trouble began at about

3.30 pm when police all of a
sudden sh coloured wa-
ter dispersing a p of mili-

tant party workers who had
athered in front of the BNP of-
ce to partlcipate in the

planned

by the action,
BNP activists started brickbat-
ting the police from inside the
party nﬂlce After a series of cat
and mouse operations by the
two sides, a number of crackers

were exploded, leading the po-

] : Wil A Mmtﬂwml'%*

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria said the developing
economies must remove struc-
tural weaknesses and stren-
gthen institutions of gov-
ernance if they are to survive
and prosper in the globalised
market, agencies.

He said many developing
nations had chosen to li
alise and open up their
economies to the pressure of
international competition and
are trying to take advantage ol
the enormous potential benefits
of free trade.

But the globalisation, which
contributed to an enormous ex-
pansion of the international

| trade and stimulated private

capital inflow, has so far un-
I:auhcd contradictory forces in
the world economy, he said.

"While in recent year some
countries have benefited from
steady economic growth, eco-
nomic regress has been destiny
for many LDCs (least developed
countries),” Kibria pointed out.

The finance minister was
addressing the Commonwealth
Business Forum in London yes-
terday ahead of the Common-
wealth Heads of Government
Meeting in Edinburgh, accord-
ing to a message received In the
city.

The ﬂndinﬁs of the two-day
Forum will be submitted to
CHOGM for heads ol govern-

jointly

Economic regress destiny
for many LDCs: Kibria

ment to consider in discussing
this year's theme — "Trade, In-

vestment and Development:
The Road to Commonwealth

Prosperity”.
e British ment. the
Commonwealt Secretariat

and the Financial Times Con-
ferences. an affiliate of the
London-based economic daily,
organised the (first
Commonwealth Business Fo-
mnim.

Presenting the key-note pa-
per on the impact of globalisa-
tion, sustainable development
and creating wealth with finite
resources, Kibria dwelled on
how the developing countries

See Pape 12 Col 4

the ecity, disrupting normal movement of vehicles.

¢ W

' least one

' 10 others injured during a clash
 between a mob and a

' Bulldmg matenala occupy a portmn nf the ruad near Ba.hadur Shah Park in the uld pan. of

— Star photo

I_’W-Z? tells court

Troops were told Rakkhi

The 27th prosecution wit-
ness of Bangabandhu murder
case yesterday said army offi-
cers responsible for the hugust
15 tragedy of 1975 had bluffed
the soldiers into believing that
Rakkhi Bahini would attack
them, reports UNB.
"Taking us from night pa-
rade at New Airport to Balur-
at, Major Muhiuddin said
akkhi Bahini will attack
army,” sald PW Havildar (retd)
Harunur Rashid while making
deposition to the trial court yes
ter :
He said after hearing the

news of killing of Bangabandhu
and others "we realised that of-
ficers have bluffed the soldiers ™

Harun mentioned nine
names as killers of Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman saying he came
to know about them from his
unit members. Of them. he iden
tified Col Farooq and Cul
Muhiuddin on dock.

The witness was introduced
to Dhaka District and Sessions
Judge Court by ial PP advo-
cate Ramjan Ali Khan aflter
cross-examination of PW-26
Naik Gunner (retd) Jamrul [s-
lam

Bahini will attack army

Harun., who was at Kalaba-
gan on patrol duty during the
loody operation at Banga-
bandhu's house, was later cross-
examined by defence lawyers at
the court of Judge Kazi Golam

Rasul.

He will be further cross-ex-
amined when the court resumes
at 9:30 am today. The next wit-
ness will be retired army per-
sonnel Hbdul Hye or Sehabud-
din or Sa aq.

The !-njd he was a sepoy
of 2 Field Artillery at Dhaka
Cantonment. Major Khandakar

See Page 12 Col 7

lobbed tear gas shells in frant nf the party central office at Na}ra Paltan in

— Star phutn
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1.4 1akh phones,

Visitin Chineae Vice Prime
Minister yesterday
keen interest in ?
vidi ssistance in Installing
1,40, ﬂ digital tclclgsgnes in
B sh, reports
"China is keen to assist Ba-
esh in the development of
telecommunications sector
throu skilled and interna-
tionally reputed Chinese ex-
perts and compaaies,” Wu said
while Telecommunications
Minister Mohammad Nasim

| called on him at Hotel Sheraton

this afternoon.

Appreciating the govern-
ment's development policies
including measures for refur-
bishment of the telecommuni-
cations system, the Chinese
leader his country wants to
partlcipatc in the development

"l am dt b
ad to observe
that Banglvmaﬁl ugh a de-

veloping country, is Mvnlvcd in
the poverty mﬂicatiun pro-
grammes and it is sincerely try-

relocate industries

ing to attract direct foreign in-
vestment to boost the econ-
nmﬁ_ "Wu said.
erming telecommunica-
tions sector a vital infrastruc-
ture, he said, "I am confident
that China and Bangladesh will
jointly take measures for de-
veloping the telecom system
which will play an impnrtant
role in the coming
Commerce an Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed also
called on the Chinese Vice Pre-
mier at his hotel suite yester-

During their talks, the Chi-
nese leader said China. as part
of its restructuring programme,
is keen to relocate medium
scale industries and manufac-
turing units, including elec-
tronics, motor vehicles and bi-
cycles.

As Bangladesh has created
impressive EPZs and offered at-
tractive incentives to the for-
eign investors, it would be very

See Page 12 Col 8

BNP announces

fortnight-long
programme
from today

Main Opposition BNP
terday threw a fortnight-long
action programme, beginning
today, to press its various de-
mands. reports UNB.

Dhaka city convenor of BNP
Sadek Hossain Khoka an-
nounced the me last
night, also to register its protest
what he said against the un-
democratic, subservient, fascist

and autocratic activities of the
government.

The street protests of the
rf_.r will continue till Novem-

BNP will also observe a

demonstration day in the capi-
tal city on Friday,
police action on BNP yesterday.

protesting
Rallies and protest proces-

sjons will also be taken out at
1 thana and district headquar-
{m ul.' thre coun

frum mm
See Page .

. Khaleda telis BanEEuo

Sub-regional bloc
not conducive
to country’s
sovereignty

Chinese Vice Premier Wu
Bangguo called on BNP Chair-
and Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament Begum
Khaleda Zia at her Minto
official residence yesterday, re-
UNB.

Talking to her, the Chinese
leader said late President Ziaur
Rahman had initiated the rela-
tions between China and
Bangladesh and it was further
consolidated during the tenure
of Begum Zia, said a party
SOUTCe. T —_—

Bangguo ho that the two
countries would continue their

See Page 12 Col 2

One killed, 10 hurt
as mob, alleged
miscreants
clash in Ctg

- From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 22: At
person was killed and

of al-
leged miscreants in Madarbari
area under Doublemoring
thana this morning, police
said.

The clash erupted at around
11 am when about 2,000 local

people chased a group of armed
miscreants who stormed into
the house of one Dr Abdul
Matin in a bid to assassinate
him due to previous enmity, po-
lice said.

As the family members of
the doclor rai hue and c
on duty publicmen rushed to
spot and foiled the assassina-
tion bid.

The mob caught twe of the
fleeing miscreants and beat one
of them to death, police said,

See Page 12 Col 5

NCCHT now

meets today

By Special Correspondent

The National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts (NCCHT)
could not meet yesterday. It
would meet today, according to
NCCHT sources.

The meeting
its convenor and Chief Whip of
Parliament Abul Hasnat Abdul-
lah returned to Dhaka from
Barisal late yesterday.

The sources said the meeting
will review related documents
to finalise the proposed acrurd
with the Parhat a Chatt
Jana Sanghati Samity ( SSI
likely to hc ed In the next
meeling between the NCCHT
and the PCJSS beginning in
Dhaka on November 16.

Besides. modalities of post-
accord rehabilitation of

See Page 12 Col 7

was not held as

cooperatives law: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment has taken st to re-
form the tives law with
a view to accelerating the coop-
eratives movement for stren-

gthening the rural economy.
reportBnENB

"We want to speed up the co-
peratives movement by ensur-
rightu of cooperators and
ucing administrative con-
tm'l over the cooperatives,” she
said inaugurating the 17th an-
nual cral meeting of the Na-
ti Rural Development Co-
operatives Federation at the
Engineers Institution yesterday

morni
The said the rural-based
cooperative or sations can
play a vital role in strengthen-
ing the rural economy

MSM ;ﬂwegrku%:r ﬁ?ﬁ_m
Dominance of English

to build up a massive coopera-
tive movement towards the
overall development of the ru-
ral econo

The Prime Minister cited
some initiati like formation
of Rural De ent Coopera-
tives Federat and IRDP by

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

"Economic emancipation of
the working class of the society
is one of our main policies,”
Sheikh Hasina said, addin
that ‘'we are marching forwar

with the %amme of Banga-
bandhu h Mujibur Ra
man."

She pointed out that the con-

cept of decentralisation of ad-
ministration was adopted dy
Cnmﬂla Cooperatives, uphol
the programme which is
stil being operated in 450
thanas of remote areas of the

waae—- Soe Page-12-Col- 1+

may be on the wane: BC

LONDON. Oct 22: English
]nmy have to makgl Dch:i'a}- fmin uthTr
anguages as youth cu
ture is influenced by a baby
boom in Asia and Latin Amer-
ica, a new rts said on Tues-
day. reports ters.

Efforts of companies like
Benetton and Coca Cola to use
different languages to tap into a
global youth "agenda” focused
on the mﬂrnmnent and human
rights may also encourage lin-
guistic diversity.

“The focus of a global youth
culture might shift in the ncxt
decade or so from Euruge
the US . . .", said the British
Council, which romotes
British culture and the English
Ianguage worldwide, in its re-

"English . . . will be in the
mix, but other language will be
mcreaaingly important to the
world’ n% who are encour-

aged tn celebrate diversity by
t e ad\r:rtisinﬁ strategies of
companies such as Coca Cola
and Benetton.”

But the report shows English
will utar a major language for
the world's youth into thf: next
century

Becauu of the sheer weight
of numbers in the world's most
populous country, Chinese will
mntlnue to top the list of lan-
gu ken by 15 to 24-
old in 2 50 with 166 mi Iiﬂn.
down from 201.6 in 1995.

Hindi/Urdu is forecast to
hold second place with 73.7

See Page 12 Col 3

Evasion of duties by car importers
Ctg customs likely to
remove appraiser

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG. Oct 21: Chit-
customs authorities are
likely to Mthg}'ml:rc the princi-
al a ser of the group con-
pmg:rra.l the customs %uuu
here as it started to review the
files of vehicles imported dur-
mg the t one year to detect
evasion of duties, cus-

turm sources said.

The National Board of Rev-
enue (NBR) also already report-
edly advised the Chittagong cus-
toms authorities to withdraw
the principal appraiser to run
an impartial investigation into
the malpractices resorted to by
some unscrupulous impurtf:rs
of reconditioned vehicles in
collusion with some customs
officials, C&F agents and port

personnel, the sources said.

A senior official of Chit-
tagong customs house said that
the principal appraiser con-
cerned would be posted else-
where soon for the sake of in-
vestigation.

Meanwhile, the NBR has di-
rected the customs officials to
verify the production serial and
vear of manufacture of all re-
conditioned vehicles on their
chassis to stop alleged evasion
of duties by a section of im-
porters of used vehicles, the
sources said.

The order came in the wake
of alleged widespread malprac-
tices by some unscrupulous im-
pnrtcru of reconditioned vehi-
cles.

| Steps taken to reform

JSD Rab, Inu factions
to reunite

By Nurul Kabir °

After 13 s of ration,
the two factions ol Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), led
ASM Abdur Rab and Hasanul
Hugq Inu, are now poised to offl-
cially reunite soon.

ith the official announce-
ment of the merger. which is
now scheduled for October 31
this year, the Inu-led faction of
the JSD would run the risk of
being isolated from the Left
Democratic Front, a conglom-
eration of seven left leaning

ies.

According to the under-
standing reac by the two fac-
tions of the JSD, ASM Abdur
Rab, who is the Minis-
ter in the govern Sheikh

Hasina, will be the President of
the united y while Hasanul
Hugq Inu hecolm the general

secretary.

W'hile d.lu:rumng various as-
[vcctu posed unity, the
op level leaders ul' both the fac-
tions ‘carefully’ avoided dis-
closing the next course of action
of the united nrt}r insiders
sald, addin at the issue
would be :cld:d after the
me

It has been gathered that fol-
lowing discussions with the ac-
tivists of both factions, that the
su of each faction be-
lieve that they would be able to
win their eounterparts to take

See Page 12 Col 1
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China to help install

Showcause on govt

for restraining

Eskander from
going abroad

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday di-
recled the government to show
cause within 10 daivs as to why
its actions in off-loading Ma
(retd) Sayeed Eskander frnm
Bangladesh Biman and im-
pounding his passport should
not be declared to have been
taken without lawful authority.

A Division Bench of the HC
comprising Justice AM Mah-
mudur Rahman and Justice Abu
Sayeed Ahmed also ordered the
respondents to show cause as to
why appropriate directive
should not be issued upon them
for returning the passport to the
petitioner at once and booking
the petitioner's travel to Lon-
don in Bangladesh Biman flight
according to his convenience.

The court further ordered the
rule to be made returnable
within 10 days and the matter
to have been placed at the top of
the daily caus: list of the court
subiject to part-heard.

owever, the court refused
the prayer for returning his

See Page 12 Col 6

Shahjahan Khan
MP granted

anticipatory bail

By SC Correspondent

Shahjahan Khan, a rulin
party MP, has been ted ad-
interimn anticipatory bail by the
High Court in a criminal case.

A division bench of the HC
yesterday also directed the gov-
ernment to show cause as to
why the petitioner shall not be
enlarged on anticipatory bail in
Madaripur Police Station Case
No-10 [9) 97 under Section
147/148/149/448/323/324/326
[307 /427 /144 of the Penal Code
with Section 3/4 of the Explo-
sive Substances Act.

The division bench compris-
ing Justice Md Mozammel
Haque and Justice Awlad Ali

ranted the bail. Advocate

andkar Mahbub Hossain as-
sisted by Advocate Afzal Hos-
sain and Zafar Imam moved the
petition.

it was alleged ‘n the FIR

lodged by Kajal Krishna Dey,

" SeePage 12Cel 5 -
TV oﬁif_:ials’ killin_g_
Ex-armyman taken

on 5-day police

remand

The retired armyman ar-
rested on charge of killing four
BTV officials in 1975 was taken
on a five-day police remand
yesterday, reports UNB.

A secu officer of Phillips,
Hon Lt {retd{ Altaf Hossain was
arrested by CID Tuesday after
22 years of the incident and

uced before court yesterday
when police sought 10 days of
remand.

Reviving a case of Gulshan
thana filed by the wife of victim
Akmal Khan, police investi-

ated the case and arrested

taf from Phillips Mohakhali
fat:tﬂrlv Tuesday evening.

ice charged the retired

army personnel with killing
See Page 12 Col 4

Ilias, Ratan
sent to jail

BNP leaders llias Ali and
Kamruzzaman Ratan and Ch-
hatra Dal worker Rafiqul Islam
were sent to jail yesterday after
three days' police remand.
reports UNB.

At the end of the remand.
they were produced before court
yesterday afternoon. The court
rejected their bail prayer.

The three were arrested on
October 5 allegedly with illegal
arms during the BNP-enforced
countrywide road-rail barri-
cade,

4 sentenced to
death for killing
minor girl

From Our Correspondent

HABIGANG, Oct 22: The Ad-
di onal District and Sessions
%e Habiganj today gave
dtat sentence to four persons
and life term to two females for
killing a minor girl in August
1993.

The persons given death sen-
tence are: Monu Miah son of
late Nabi Hussain. Selim son of
Monu Miah, Abdul Ahad son of
late Suban Ullah and Abdullah
son of Abdul Hialﬂm!-+ all of vil-
lage Jalsuka under Ajmiriganj
thana in Habiganj district.

The two females awarded life
term are: Anwara m wife of
Monu Miah and Kulsum wife of
Abdul Haque.

Four others accused in the
case were acquitted.

The convicted persons had
killed the minor girl Salema
Khatun daughter of one Hussain
Ahmed of the same village and
concealed h:r body.

The body was recovered by
[Z)Ohft Aft:r investigation, po-

ice chargesheeted nine per-
sons.

The Judge Mofizul Islam, af-
ter examining 34 witnesses and
evidences found the six accused
persons guilty and awarded
them the sentences.




