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Foundation of Saidabad Water Treatment Plant laic_l_

PM asks WASA to reduce

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked the
Water Supply and Sewerage Au-
thority (WASA) to immediately
bring down the system loss,
which she termed "most alarm-
ing,” reports UNB.

"At any cost, you'll have to
reduce the system loss in the
technical and administrative
sectors.” she said while laying
the foundation of Saidaba
Water Treatment Plant in the

mﬂmln&
The WASA has no scope for

holding anybody else responsi-
ble for its administrative loss,
Hasina said, asking the author-
ities to find out the causes be-
hind the systemn loss and take
effective steps to resolve the
problem.

She directed the authorities
concerned to "take strict ad-
ministrative action against
those responsible for the losses
caused due to willful negligence
or ill motive.”

The massive Saidabad Water
Treatment Plant involving a
cost of Tk 750.43 crore will be
completed by 2001. Bangladesh
gnvernment is providing Tk

70.70 crore, while rest of the
mnn? is being provided by the
World Bank and the govern-
ments of France and Japan.

With the completion of the

first phase of the project, the
Saidabad Plant will have the
capacity to supply 225 million
litre water per day.

On completion of the project
in three phases, the total capac-
ity will be increased to 900 mil-
lion litre daily (MLD) by 2001.

According to official
sources, the current deficit of
water su gl}r for over 9 million
people of Dhaka city rose to 450
MLD against the total demand
of 1300 MLD.

Dhaka WASA presently op-
erates 222 deep tubewells pro-
ducing about 98 per cent of all
water supplied. e remaining
two per cent is supplied by the
three small surface water
treatment plants — one at
Chandnighat on the Buriganga
river and other two at Narayan-
ganj.

In 1992, with the assistance
of donors, a master plan was
developed for water supply in
the city and on the basis of this
plan, a long term investment
programme was made.

haka WASA is now imple-
menting the first stage of the

invesiment programme, con-
structing the 225 MLD capacity
Saidabad Water Treatment
Plant.

Addressing the foundation
laying ceremony, the Prime

system loss at any cost

Minister said as a service ori-
ented commercial organisa-
tion, the WASA must ensure
that water tariffs are realised
from all valued customers.
"This organisation must be
transformed into a profitable

~  Later, the Prime Minister
laid the foundation stone of the
Saidabad Water Treatment
Plant at the project site.

Bogra clash

From Page 1

The youth, Faisal, 18, was
admitted to Mohammad Alj
Hospital with stab injuries.

tnesses said some 200 BCL
workers again went to Banani
area at noon, blasted bombs
and traded several blank shots.

AL-BNP clash
From Page 1

while a police Sub-Inspector
and three constables en to
the police lines hospital.

eanwhile, thana BNP
called a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
the thana headquarters tomor-
row protesting what it said the
attack on the BNP meeting by
Awami League activists.

Voters' ID card project
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data bank within that time. As
per ECNEC decision, a six-

member inquiry committee was
formed by the EC to look into
alleged irregularities in ex-

penses and make recommenda-
tions for proper implementa-
tion of the project.

In its 85-page report, submit-
ted on December 12 last year,
the committee stated that it did
not find any irregularity in the
project expenses although its
implementation was limited to
. Issuance of ID cards only
among 20 per cent of the voters
due to various reasons. It noted
that it was obligatory under law
to provide every voter with an
identity card.

The EC, meanwhile, revised
the ID Card project incorporat-
ing the data bank and submit-
ted it before the May 27 ECNEC
meeting. ECNEC rejected the
six-member committee's report,
saying it did not reflect the real-
ity about the irregularities and
wastage of funds. Furthermore,
it decided to form a ministerial
inquiry comrmittee to look into
the matter and submit its re
by June 30, documents showed.

The EC immediately reacted
to the ECNEC decision of form-
ing a ministerial inquiry
committee and said the gov-
ernment cannot interfere in
any of its activities as per the
constitutional provisions and

the Representation of the Peo-
ple’'s Order, 1972.

According to sources con-
cerned, deterred by law to form
a ministerial probe body, the
government turned to the

Comptroller of Audit and Ac-
counts to ¢ out a thorough
audit of the project. More than
100 auditors scrutinised the
whole project in 64 districts
and recently completed the pro-
cess with "25 uﬁjecuuns“ ‘a-
gainst which the EC will ap-
peal’, EC sources said.

While the time consuming
procedures continue, more than
100 vendors or companies, who
had inltiallf won bids for
preparing electoral rolls, ID
Card inserts taking photos of
voters, laminating the cards
and distribu those, are now
inoperative with piles of mate-
rials they had invested on. EC
sources roughly estimatin
their outstanding bills, said
owed them about Tk 10 crore.

An investigation revealed
that the Chief Election Com-
missioner, after receiving show
cause notices from these com-
panies, requested the Pl
Commission to allow the EC to
pay off about Tk t crore in
outstanding bills from the ID
Card project account. The
Planning Commission, in re-
sponse, asserted that no such
payment should be made unless
the project was revived.

.Dhaka-Bel,]lng
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for Foreign Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation Sun Guang
Xiang and ERD Secretary Dr
Mashiur Rahman intialled the
accords on behalf their respec-
tive governments.

The Chinese Vice Premier,
the Foreign Minister, the State
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
other members of the Chinese
delegation and senior officials
of the ministries concerned
were present at the signing cer-
emony.

The Chinese financial assis-
tance, to be given as commaodity

grant under the agreements,
will support B esh's eco-
nomic. and social development
efforts.

As of today, the Chinese bi-
lateral economic cooperation
assistance to Bangladesh
stands at Yuan 3,436 million
(equivalent to Tk 1,759.23
crore),

Of the amount, 2,186 million
yuan (Tk 1,119.23 crore) has al-
ready been utilised for three

PM: Local bodies
From Page 1

have plans to engage investors
for constructing ring-roads
around the cil%;“ she apprised
the meeting. e money they
invest will realised through
collection of tolls, she said.

For keeping a locality clean
there is no need of involving
hu%e money, this only needs
will and effort to remain clean,
Hasina observed suggesting the
commissioners to work unit-
edly organising the people.

She also suggested them to
plant tree, remain alert against
environment pollution and
maintain law and order with
the help of local people.

Mentioning the effectiveness
of the previousl
dination commiftee for solvi
the city problems, Hasina s
now the local MPs would be in-
cluded in the committee to

make it more effective. ... ..

Taking part in discussion

the city ward commissioners
listed the problems of their ar-
€as, including jam, sewe

problems, cleaning and terror-
Asm,

formed coor-:

e 00 I o
friendship bridges — Buriganga,
Shambuganj and Mahananda —
and establishment of some in-
dustries and power stations,
purchase of ships and import of
some essential commodities.

The remaining Yuan 1,250
million (equivalent to Tk 640
crore] is being utilised for the
4th friendship bridge over the
river Korotoa, Boropukuria
Coalmine Project, setting up of
small industries in the private
sector and purchase of coastal
vessels, ferries and sea trucks.

The Foreign Minister said
the Chinese side responded pos-
itively to a request lor increase
of more imports of jute, jute
products, leathers and other
commodities from Bangladesh
to narrow huge trade gap.

The Chinese side was also
requested to allow zero tariff
access to Bangladeshi products,

he said.
The Chinese leader appreci-

ated the government's efforts in
accelerating the economic de-
velopment as well as endeav-
ours to %:"jnmnte relation with
the neighbours.

He was apprised of the stag-

nation of the repatriation of the

remaining 21,000 Rohingya
r:fu}%aea said.

e said the Chinese side has
assured of supporting

Bangladesh's candidature to the
non-permanent seat of the Se-
curity Council in 2001,

BNP demonstration
From Page 1

and workers, release of the ar-
rested partymen, withdrawal of
ban on street rallies in the capi-
tal, full implementation of the
National Pay Scale, unﬁ;ﬂping
of the Gram Parishad Bill an
taking effective steps to contain
terrorism, extortion, corrup-
tion and repression on women.
In the capital., the Dhaka
city unit of BNP will ea
procession from in front of the
ga:ty'a central office at Naya
altan at 4 in the afternoon.
Meanwhile, the city BNP and
its front organisations held
separate meetings yesterday to
discuss tion for today’'s
demonstrations,

4 TV officials

From Page 1

the TV station for reasons un-
known. As Feroz Qaiyum
protested their confinement,
the soldiers also took him into
the room.

Later, all the four were shot
dead and dumped into a water-
body behind the Rampura Tele-

vision Bhaban.

The identity of the four could
be ascertain E?r their relatives

only se;lo(nF othes found in
the waterbody with skeletons
after some days.

Reviving the case lodged
with Guishan thana by the wife
of Akmal Hossain way back in
November 1975, police con-
ducted investigation and ar-
rested Altaf Hossain, a then
Havilder of the Engineering
Corps, put on duty at the televi-
Eni«:u:l:':’I Ellltatiun.d G

ce sai e killing t
be sequel to an internal conflict
between TV officials and em-
ployees at the time of turmeoil
when a group of armymen
killed Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his family mem-
bers on 15 and four lead-
ers in Dhaka Jail on Novem-
ber 3.

ASP Khalequzzaman of Cri-
minal Investigation Depart-
ment is investigating the case.

Brokers’ activities
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based on our findings.," the
member said.

According to SEC sources,
the investors were alleging that
the brokers were not execu
their orders properly. Many in-
vestors complained to the SEC
that the brokers were buying
shares on investors' account but
not giving them shares when

ﬂle%?;éaé ﬂgoinhjgg:n check

their books and accounts and
ensure that the investors get the
first preference,” the SEC mem-
ber said.

On September 29, the SEC
had amended two sub-rules to
ban "front trad in broker-
age houses. It had banned
since 1987, but the amendments
were made to tighten the SEC

and ensure enforcement.
amendments were made
so that the investors, the
first after ofa
share and not the broker, the
member said.

NCCHT meet
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letter to the PCJSS through Li-

?—Illu;]dh Cug}gﬁee cunvemg
ansdha a, agree

hold the 'taevent.h round nfmtglku

between the two sides in Dhaka

2;11 deemhcr 16, the sources

The PCJSS, d a recent
meeting of its top brass some-
where in the a, the capi-

tal of the Indian state of
Tripura, endorsed the draft buit
Felatitig o fhis power B at.

a to the power au-
thority of a proposed Regional
Council over the administra-
tion and police in the three CHT
districts and land management.

Both sides earlier expressed
their desire to sign an agree-
ment d the next m ;
which will the 25th since the
PCJS6 agreed in October 1985
to talk to end the insurgency.

~ AL-BNP meet
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Only a couple of months ago,
the Speaker-mediated tal
failed to bear fruits. A five-man
committee led by Nasim was
assigned to look into the BNP
charges of victimisation. The
committee, with the other four
places shared by both parties
equally, has never met.

@he Daily Star

Asian, African states urge |

KSA to ease crackdown

DUBAI, United Arab Emi-
rates, Oct 21: Asian and Africar,
nations today accused Saudi
Arabia of beating and impris-
oning illegal workers and resi-
dents and called on the King-
dom to ease its crackdown, re-
ports AP,

Diplomats from Pakistan,
India, Bangladesh., Somalia
and Nigeria said they filed
complaints with the Saudi For-
eign Ministry after receiving
reports that some of their citi-
zens had been beaten and im-

risoned by Saudi security
orces. The diplomats spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The diplomats said they de-
manded an end to the harrass-
ment and asked the Saudi gov-
ermment to give them more time
to arrange for illegal workers
and their families to return
home.

One African diplomat said
Saudi police have surrounded
entire n bourhoods in Jed-
dah and were raiding homes
and shops to search for illegal
workers. The diplomat spoke
on condition that he was not
further identified.

There was no comment from
Saudi authorities.

The appeals came after a
three-month amnesty for ille-

workers expired on Thurs-

ay. Saudi authorities have
launched a crackdown to un-

cover illegal workers and resi- |

dents that remain in the coun-

tl-j"l"l'n':.-n':! were an estimated
700,000 illegal workers in
Saudi Arabla ore the crack-
down. About half entered the
oll-rich kingdom as Muslim
pilgrims and stayed after their
visas expire.

2 policemen hurt
examining
pipe gun

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 21:
Two policemen were injured
when bullets accidentally went
off a seized pipe gun they were
examining at Siddhirganij
thana Monday night, police

said trday.
Agf'lf[ailar Ali, 44, was hit

with bullet in his hand while
constable Abdul Kader. 45 was
injured in the belly.

They were rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. Later.,
Kaiser was shifted to the Ortho-
pedic Hospital.

The pipe gun was seized from
one Reazul Islam, 24, at Godnail
Elagc at about 11:30 pm Mon-

y.
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(NACOM), passed on the infor-
mation to Mohammad Anisuz-
zaman Khan, a leader of NA-
COM and a wildlife biologist in
Dhaka. -

He accompanied Dr Naser
Khan of the department of envi-
ronment management, East
West University, Dr Najmus
Ahsan Kaleemullah of Dhaka
University and Saleern Samad
and Principal Abdur Rauf
Khan, former MP from the area.

From October 17 to 19, the
team scanned the ble nest-
ing sites of Gharial along the
Padma in fishing boats. exten-
sively talking to fishermen to

ther information about sight-

of the ;

Finally, they located the
fisherman who trapped the
baby Gharial. He had no idea
that it is a protected animal and
does no harm to people, surviv-
ing solely on fish, having a
taste for and cat fish.

They also spoke to other
fishermen and people, ain-
ing the nature of Gharial and
the need to conserve it. They
also urged them to report its

sigh so that arrangements
could made for their sur-
vival.

Anisuzzaman Khan, who
took its picture after scooping
out the reptile from its grave,
told The Daily Star yesterday
that Gharial was as a crit-
ically endangered s ies. A
census carried out in 1974 put
the world population of wild
Gharial at less than 150 adults,
of which 100 were in India.

They once abounded in the
three tributaries of the Ganges,
the Girwa and Chambal rivers
in India and the Tapti Narayani
river in Nepal. Scattered indi-
viduals are found in the
Narayani and Indus rivers in
Pakistan, the Karnali and
Babri rivers in Nepal and the
Jamuna and the Padma rivers
in . he said.

In India, there are a few
Gharials left in Manas and
Subansiri tributaries of the
Brahmaputra river, and the
Ken, Sone and Ghagra tribu-
taries of the Ganges. The south-
ern limits of its range in Ma-
hanandi river in Orissa State
once was as far south as God-
havari in Andhra Pradesh of
India.

Based on his own observa-
tion and surveys, by Dr Ali Reza
Khan, AW Akhond., Dr Farid
Ahsan, Mizan Rashid,
Mokhlesur Rahman, SMA
Rashid, Sakhawat Hossain and
Sirajuddin, the Gharial popu-
lation in adesh rivers had
declined, Anisuzzaman Khan
said. From 15 in 1981 in the
Ganges/Padma in Chapal
Nawabganj and Rajshahi be-

==

Tragic end of

tween Godagarl and Diar
Khidirpur and Yusufpur, their
number fell to 10 by 1984, Only
five were seen in 1985 in the
area, three in 1987 and two in
1991. There had been no more
sightings in the Ganges/Padma
rwards in area.

In the Brahmapu-
tra/Jamuna there were seven in
1981 between Galbandha and
Bahadurabad ghat. But there
were three at Galbandha in
1984 and three at Bahadurabad
in 1985, A pair was sighted last
time in Bahadurabad in 1987.
But there had been no more

nlghtjngg by wildlife biologists
since 1991,

At the same time, killing of
five Gharials was reported in
1981, 80 eggs were destroyed,
five ‘juveniles’ were caught, two
of those kept at Rajshahi zoo. In
1984, three were killed, 47 eggs
were destroyed at Khidirpur
and, Godagari and Chardiar
and Gaibandha areas. virtually
rou those reports of three
more deaths came in 1985, in-
cluding the largest one in Ra-
abazar area. In 1991, two more
Ll]]jng‘ S were reported.

Hnwtgvcr, dudrélll i recelrll:
survey for river nsint
Ganges and the BmEnmPutrn by
it b M A e wect
reported to him :Iifl :
suggesting survi some in
the Jamuna between Bhuapur,
Sirajganj and Aricha and in the
Padma between Nagarbari and
Lohajang. Of them, one was
killed at ta in Jamuna, one
was collected by the Dhaka Zoo
from the Padma in Munshi-
anj. The third was killed in
amtali in the Padma on Oc-
tober 2. The last two were re-
ported between Nagarbari and
Harirampur area.
The recently reported t-

ngﬁi‘.aﬂhan says, are impo t
' tions that there are still a

few individuals, still surviving
in these areas. He said the fish-
erman who netted the Gharial
reported something big had
slithered away, which he sus-
to be the mother Gharial,
gharial has been included in
the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Red Data Book for
s es and Iahe Cunvusltinn of
on Endangered ies
(CTTES) as one of the gf:hcall}'
threatened reptiles.

The Bangladesh government
also accorded its priority status
in a number of conservation

roject documents, putting
ds for their captive
in the Bhwal National Park.
The IUCN chapter in
adesh is likely to conduct
a field survey soon to determine

its latest status and renew con-
servation efforts for its sur-

vival, Khan said.

a Gharial

|

|
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Magurchhara
"Facts about loss

of radioactive

1sotopes should

be disclosed’
By Staff Correspondent

The Wildlife and Nature
Conservation Society of Bang-
ladesh (WNCSB) has demanded

full disclosure about the 'myst-

erious loss' of radioactive
isotopes in the mud thrown up
in the explosion at an

ration well for gas in h-
hara, Maulvibazar recently.

A meeting of the WNCSB on
Friday reviewed the situation
I'ulluwlnF the explosion, the re-
ported loss of the radioactive
isotopes as reported in newspa-
pers, expressing alarm at the
situation.

It demanded full disclosure
of facts about the dangers the
isotopes had posed to humans,
flora and fauna, according to a
Frtuu release issued by Prof
laroun er Rashid, president of
the WNSCB.

It said "the situation calls
for answers to a number of

uestions in the backdrop of a
amage to the environment.
These are: Under whose author-
ity the radioactive isotopes
were permitted to be brought
into the country for oil and ﬁiu
exploration, what were the
eguards envisaged for their
use? How many other such can-
isters of radioactive isotopes
are at present in the country?”

Besides, it added, "What is
the precise nature of the danger
of radioactivity in the Magur-
chhara area as a result of the
loss of isotopes either now or in
the foreseeable future when the
dry season causes the mud to
crack? Has the Bangladesh
Atomic Ener Commission
been requested to investigate
the radiation and measure it."

Footpaths between
Curzon Hall, HC

to be opened for

weekly markets
By Staff Correspondent

The recently constructed
footpaths along the road be-
tween Curzon and the
Caourt will be opened wm
markets, sources in the Dhaka
City Corporation said.

e wide footpaths were
constructed on both sides of the
road recently rep the only
purpose-built richshaw lanes of
the city. The footpaths will be
opened to hawkers on Fridays
% Saturdays, the DCC sources

Mannan Bhuiyan

From Page 1

"The Sangsad has been
turned into a club of those in
power. That's why, we've been
abstaining from at par-
liament session. We made our
best efforts to make the
Sangsad effective but the ruling
party did not come up with any
initiative to resolve the im-
passe. Rather, its provocative

activities vated the situa-
tion,” Mannan Bhuiyan ob-
served. .

12 Bangladeshis

From Page 1

complex.

Meanwhile, a flag meeting
between BDR and at Com-

ﬁar&v Commander level was
eld today but it ended with no
result, BDR sources said. An-
other meeting at Battallion
Commander level will be held
tomorrow.

A tense situation is prevail-
ing in the area.

State of financial sector serious

From Page 1

pelidenct durin -the BNP

regime than what it is now en-

Joying.
WEﬂe with the ob-

servation that the central bank
need more independence, the
former minister was of the view
that the Bangladesh Bank
should have a certain degree of
autonomy.

"Don’'t go over enthusiastic
with the World Bank suggestion

+ s + Bverything of World Bank is
not equally applicable in
Bangladesh and da. What
is good for develo economies

may not alwa ood for a
poor country,” ’ﬂi la.ltf

“In the present situation in
Bangladesh where the economy
is not 100 per cent stable, the
model of Bank of England or
the US Reserve Bank cannot be
applied,” said Saifur Rahman, a
front-r leader of opposi-
tion BNP.

He rather called for paying
more attention to other fields
like ensuring consistency in the
management of the commercial
banks and stopping frequent

changes in the top position
which is "not correct”.

Saifur Rahman mentioned
that le from the commer-
cial were transferred to
the central bank while central

were put in the com-
| mercial banks. He dubbed it a
"musical chair” which hurts the
| “policy of stability.”

The former finance minis-
ter, who also defended the sanc-
tioning of substantial loans
during his tenure as needed to

{ attain higher growth, also op-

posed further liberalisation in
the capital market and the
sector.

He observed that merely
transferring the nationalised
ba.n::; to }}:1: rivate sector
would not em gain good
health. 3 ¢

The BNP leader identified
the "unhealthy situation” in the
political arena as the main is-
sue and said a political consen-
Sus on economic issues can only
be developed if the ment
side wants it sincerely. "It's a
two-way traffic.”

Sonali Bank MD Ibrahim
Khaled, commenting on the pa-
per on the financial sector,
identified six major crises in
the banking sector and four
?uartcru who were responsible
or creating the crises.

He said the first major crisis
is that the b sector's 40
per cent loan are classified and,
as they are to keep aside 20 per
cent as stipulates the central
bank, they have no other way
but to meet their entire cost on
earnings from the rest 40 per
cent.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed reiter-
ated his call to the main opposi-
tion BNP to join the coming
parliament session to reach a
consensus on vital development
issues,

He said: “If we get the O'T&
sition’'s suggestions on the floor

of parliament identifying our
lapses, we would be able to rec-
ourselves and evolve sound

policies and programmes to-
wards devclnpm;‘ﬁl:"
Stro pleading for

liti-
cal stability, Tofael said :El.ilntﬂ
and unless we fail to separate

the economic da from
littat ngeie. £b our dierte ke

building a prosperous

Bangladesh would go in vain.”

Referring to the reorganisa-
tion of the Privatisation Board
by the present t with
a private sector personality as
its chairman, the minister said
that the board was constituted
by the EMnmmt in 1993.

‘He d Saifur Rahman
as one of the top politicians of
the country and said his
tenure as the finance minister,
he t{..“:ilﬁ.lr} had tried his best to
put the country's economy on
the right direct'-lrjyun, "Now we re-
quest Saifur Rahman to remain
with the reorganised Privatisa-
tion Board and help realise his
dream to rid the country of

l:iggrlng and rring finan-
:i sses.” =

Former Finance Minister M
Syeduzzaman, Amir Khasru
ahmud Chowdhury MP, for-
mer Secretary General of FBCCI
M Al-Hussainy, NBR Chairman
Shah Abdul Hannan and Bank-
ing Secretary Syed Amir-ul-
Mulk were among those who
took part in the discussion.

Prof Wahiduddin Mahmud,
Omar Haider Chowdhury, Zaid
Bakht, Ali Rashid and Muzaffer
Ahmed presented papers on
different subjects in the dia-
logue which was split into three
separate sessions.

Food and Agriculture Minis-
ter Matia Chowdhury was the
chief guest in the second ses-
sion. .

All the three sessions were
presided over by CPD Chatrman
and team leader of the volume
Prof Rehman Sobhan.

|

|

Bangabandhu murder

From Page 1
iment, Lt Col (LPR}] Muhiuddin
in the dock.

Making deposition, Jamrul
said CO Major Rashid on st
14 afternoon, 1975 asked him
to keep the key of store with
himself not to give it to the
Quarters Guard.

Captain Jah r was regi-
ment's Quarter Master with
whom Major Rashid came to
the ammunition store at 11 to
11:30 in the night, he said.

The witness also informed
that the two officers had come
by a ‘doz car’ and they were ac-
companied by 10 to 12 soldiers
of Artillery and Lancer.

"Co Major Rashid saheb sked
me to open the lock of ammuni-
tion store and the soldiers com-
ing with him took ammunition
to the car at his (Radhid's) or-
der.” he said.

The witness said the ammu-
nition taken away by soldiers
at the instruction of Rashid in-
cluded shells of artillery gun
and bullets of rifle, stengun.
SMG, LMG, pistol and .

"Rashid saheb later asked
me to keep the store under lock
and key and stay at the unit line
as he may n MOore ammuni-
tion,” the PW said.

Jamrul said Rashid left the
regiment after he put the stoe
under lock and key. "I went to
unit line after informing on-
du?‘vl l:ntg of Quarter Guard.”

e said Subedar Major of the
regiment Anisul [slam came to
the line at 6 to 6:30 am on Au-
gust 15 and asked the troops
who were in barracks to remain
stand-by in uniform with arms
and ammunition.

"The soldiers who were at
line received ammunition from
me as per rule with written doc-
ument and we were kept stand-
by in the regiment.” said the
retied Naik Gunner.

The PW-26 said at that time

Khaleda visits

Kalihati tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

BNP chief and Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia

will visit Kalihati in Tangail
tomorrow where a disastrous
road accident killed 65 people
recently.

A party press release said
Begum Zia will meet the family
members of the victims. The
?gcid:nt occurred on October

On her way to Kalihati, the

Opposition Leader will also
visit the houses of two profes-
sors, killed in the acci t, at

Tangail town.
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Major Rashid came to the regi-
ment and went out after staying
there for sometime.

'l came to know from the
soldiers who were cnmhﬁ and
gnmg that Father of the Nation

angabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
rahman, his family mem
and other relatives have been
killed.” he said.

In the meantime, he said, he
heard from a transis-
tor Major Dalim announcing
"Sheikh Mujib has been killed.

"l also came to know that
Major Khandakar Abdur
Rashid, Major Farooq, Major
Mohiuddin, Major Rashed
Chowdhury, Major Shariar,
Major Dali, Major Noor, Cap-
tain Mostafa and some other of-
ficers were involved in the
killings.” said the PW.

He said aftersome
tain Jahangir asked him to cal-
culate the ammuniction of the
store. "But | found less bulletes
and shells for weapon.”

The witness said: As | told
Captain Jahangir that ammu-
nition is less inevery sector he
replied. "Co Major Rashid asked
for the account as it is
now on | g

‘It took 10 to 12 days to
make a tally of the ammuni-
tion,” said Jamrul who went on
voluntary retirement from
Army in 1978.

Among the prosectuion
lawyers, Mosharraf Hossain
Kajal, Sahara Khatun and
Kamrul Islam were present at
the courtroom during the trial

proceedings.

Newsmen exchange
views with AL

central leaders

A group of senior sts
yesterday exch views with
the central A League lead-

ers on the country's

political and socio-econemic
condition at Awami Founda-
tion, reports UNB.

Journalists Sontosh Gupta,
Golam Sarwar, Igbal Sob
Chowdhury, Shafiqur Rahman,
Azizul Islam Bhuiyan, Monju-
rul Ahsan Bulbul, Akhter
Ahmed Khan, Swapan Saha,
Harun Habib, S Ahmed,
Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan, Shahja-

m«r. Haider and

Badal, among
others, attended the :
Awami League presidium
members Abdul Mannan, Zillur
Rahman, Abdul Momin,
Sajeda Chowdhury, Amir
Amu, Abdur Razzak and
Mohammad Abdul Jalil, and
central leaders Shamsur Rah-
man Khan, Prof Abu Sa :
Abdul Mannan, Advocate
Mannan Khan and Nuh-ul-
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