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Patent experts
begin meet in

Paris tomorrow

Parent specialists from -
ernment and industry wlllgbe-
gin a two-day meet tomorrow
in Paris to seek ways of cutting
the costs of nblaimr;lg patents.

Proposals for ucing ex-
pensive translation require-
ments for patents taken out in
the European Union will be dis-
cussed, sag; press release is-
sued from s.

Heads of the European, US
and Japanese patent offices as
well as representatives of the
European Commission will
take part in the conference
which will be jointly organised
by International Camber of
Commerce, the American Intel-
lectual Property Institute
(AIPLA) and the Federation In-
ternationale des Consells en
Propriete Intellectuelle.

At present, to obtain maxi-
mum protection European
patents have to be translated
into all community lanﬁ?l.lalg;u
after they are granted by the Eu-
ropean Patent Office, imposing
heavy costs on inventors. The
AIPLA says costs are now so
high that they defeat the pur-
pose of creating a European
patent system.

One controversial industry
proposal that will come up at
the Paris conference, is that
patents should be filed and
gll_-lant:d solely in English, and
that translations into other
1 ages should be made only
in the event of patent litigation.
An alternative proposal is that
inventors wnuFd only have to
translate the legal claims of a
patent and a clear synopsis of
the technology. France, Italy
and Spain are among countries .
insisting that the full text of
Fatl:nta translated into their
Janguages.

Treasury bill
auction held

The 66th auction of the 90-
Day Treasury Bill, the 57th
auction of the 30-Day and 180-
Day Treasury bills and the 31st
auction of the one year Treasury
Bill were held yesterday, says a
press release.

Thirty-six bids for a total of
Tk 541 crore of 30-Day Bill and
four bids for a total of Tk 20
crore of 90-Day Bill and one bid
{:?r Tk ﬁdcrur: each Eiolllg for IB{}-

ay and one year s were of-
fﬂrF'd. F | e

Of these; nine bids for a total
of Tk 270 crore of 30-Day bill
were accepted.

No bids were a ted agai-
nst the 90-Day, 180-Day and
one year bills.

e weighted average price
of the accepted bids was Tk
99.27 per 100 taka. The corre-
sponding yield is 8.80 per cent
per annum,

ACT announces
spl price for

InternetWare
Star Business Report

ACT Ltd announced a special
price of Taka 29,900 for a five-
user InternetWare for small
business and Taka 3900 for
each additional user licence.

The announcement came
Sunday at a seminar on "Novell
products and solutions" organ-
ised by Applied Computer
Technologies Limited (ACT Litd),
a network (LAN/WAN) solution
provider and an authorised
distributor of Novell, says a
press release.

The guest speaker Satyen H
Parikh, Associate Vice Presi-
dent of Onward Novell (I) Ltd,

ave a presentation on Novell's
agship product "Internet-
Elr‘tﬂ

Faize Jamil, MD, and Nazrul
Jamil, Technical Director of
ACT Ltd., also spoke on the oc-
casion.

kxchange Rates

The following are the Sonali

Bank's dealing rates (BD Tk for
one unit of Foreign Currency) to
public as on 20th Oct '97.

Buying
TT OD oD
Clean | Sight | Transfer
Export
Bills
US Dir 444300 442545 44.1580
GB Pound 72.1472 71.8622 71.7055
D Mark 249677 248691 248149
FFranc 74482 74181 7.4026
C.DIr 31.8845 31.7585 31.6893
S Franc 30.0121 29.8936 298284
JP Yen 0.3623 0.3608 03600
Selling
Name of |T.T.& O.D. B.C.
_Currency
US Dollar 447105 44 7505
GB Pound 73.1948 72.2603
D .Mark 25,3922 25.4149
F. Franc 1.5743 7.5811
C.Dollar 32.4199 32.4490
S Franc 30.5258 30.5532
JP. Yen 0.3722 0.3725
A) TT (DOC) US Dollar Spot Buying
Tk. 44.3422
B) Usance Rate
30 60 9 120 180

Days Days Days Days Days

43.9734 436031 43709 42BE0R 4212
C) US Dollar sight export bill 3
months forward purchase: Same as
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IT training takes new turn

IT exports from adesh
are poised for a t in the
near future as trainers with in-
ternational expertise are hop-
ing to create new-breed com-
puter professionals with career-
oriented courses.

tech

Global training giant
with Ahl;ium

Ltd has tied u

Technologies Ltcr a local firm,
to launch h's first IT
training sc , whose gradu-
ates could eventually b in

foreign companies to do their
back-office work in Dhaka.

As they signed up at a cere-
the %I;ika CluLhthﬂ'dar. t!':et

school's sponsors saw “big
business” ahead with their
"anything between 12-week and
four-year courses”,

The training centre at the
Sugandha Community Centre is
scheduled for launch today in

resence of the telecommunica-
ions minister Mohammad
Nasim and the Grameen
supremo Professor Muhhamad
Yunus.

Axiom officials were also
upbeat about prospects of a
pick-up in IT exports, referring
to India’s three-billion-dollar
industry, with 20 per cent
import cost. Availability of
trained professionals has made
a 80 per cent value addition
possible in the

country.
Ba‘..;tﬁlndenh is just the next
door. can't we do it,” said

Rizwan bin Farouq, Axiom's
executive director.

“A lot of com es will be
coming to B adesh to do
their back-office work,”
said, citing one recent instance.
A Hong Koéng-based company is
setting up its accounting
in Dhaka to exploit cheap hu-
man resources here,

Aptech Computer Education,
a USS 80 million subsidiary of
Aptech Ltd, has more than 850
outlets or education centres,
mostly concentrated in middle-
east, southeast Asia, India and
Africa. It hopes to expand to Eu-
rope and North America in a big
way.

Zﬁpt:ch’a state-of-the-art
technology and training will

provide us with' career ca-

| educa-
tion oppaertunities equalling
the best in the industry,”™ 3

b

Axiom chairperson Shaheen
Anam, who initialled the deal
with Shaibal Gosh of Aptech.

Aptech had plans to develop
the courses in Be .
saild Gosh, himself a Bengali
from West :

The Aptech-Axiom joint
venture has put in about 1.5
crore to start the first school,
responses to which has been
"greatly encouraging® since
marketing bﬁ"‘ early this
month, according to Axiom

managin director Syed
Huicmmr’ Hossain. d
°IT or information technol-

L .t"ﬂu e

- --'signed the deal

phasis on quality control.
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DHAKA

Star Business Report

ogy is a language which is sec-
ond to your mother tongue,”

Farouq said, “someday, in fact
very soon, it will becomme num-
ber one.”

Validated or certified by a
number of reputed institutions
and universities, Aptech
courses have had [SO 9000 cer-
tification.

"Every three months, the
Dhaka centre will be scruti-
nised by Aptech experts. And
this is one school where teach-
ers are graded by students.’
Hossain said, speaking of em-

e
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Good business and creating professionals are targets

S

"Aptech has set itself the
goal of becoming a educa-
tion megacorp Year 2000
and our forays into the South
East Asian and American mar-
kets have met with excellent re-
sponse. The launch of the
Dhaka Center is one more step
towards the Vision of becoming
a Global Educational Institu-
tion. The high guality of our
programmes and our collabo-
rative arrangements with re-

uted Universities in USA,
anada and Britain has enabled
over 500,000 students to pursue
global Career Opportunities,”

- r
T
; £

TERRIFIC TIE-UP; Axiom chairperson Shaheen Anam aind Aptech’s international operations head Shaibal Ghosh,
for .a joint venture to rdn'IT trdining centres in Bangladesh. The formal launch of the first

such school in Dhaka, located at Sugandha Community Centre, will take place today.

said Ghosh, the company's
international operations man-

"Aptech today, has Interna-
tional Alliances with renowned
Universities like the Open Uni-
versity Of British Columbia,
Canada, University of
Northumbria, UK. We also have
technology alliances with
world class organisations such
as Gartner Group Learning, Or-
acle, Novell, Motorola just to
name a few. These have con-
tributed in adding value to the

learning process of the APTECH

students.”

— Star photo
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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

Trade and industry body okays relaxed GSP rule

40pc growth in garment

€XP_OIT

The advisory Committee on
trade and industry endorsed the
relaxed GSP conditions and
viewed that it would result in
higher exports to Europe with
40 per cent growth in garment
export, reports UNB.

The committee, which com-
prises leaders of different
chambers and trade associa-
tions, gave the stamp of en-
dorsement in a meeting with
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed in the chair.

On October 8, the Eur
Commission relaxed the rules-
of-origin condition of the gen-
eralised system of preference
for the B sh readymade
garments, allowing duty-free
import by its member nations.

The Commission ted
the rules-of clause of the
GSP after the Bangladesh gov-
ernment had cancelled several
thousand GSP certificates ear-
lier issued by the authorities
without cnmﬁﬂ_‘,rmg with the
conditions fully.

The committee observed
that the achievement of the
overnment in resolving the

SP problem — which at one
time threatened the garment
export to Europe — would ex-

pand the overall export to EU
countries.

The members of the Com-
mittee highly a lated gov-
ernment's relentless efforts to

et derogation of rul:a*uf—ﬁgm
Fnr GSP which came into effect

on October 15.

" Thc}rtafll:]ud rtihe overnment
accept fully the ofler Fvcn
the commission in the form tn?
derogation in the rules-of-ori-
gin lor export of woven and knit
products to the European Union

countries.

"The derogation will defi-
nitely expand theé volume of ex-
port on woven and knit prod-
ucts and export growth in gar-
ment sector would be 40 per cent
at the end of the year against

the present 22 cent,” an of-
ficial handout quoted them as
sayin

Tolael Ahmed said the gov-
ernment takes decision on im-
portant policies after consult-
ing concerned community. "The

rmment discussed the GSP
ssue with the business com-
munity a&lgd th:ﬂ;dﬂmry com-
mittee arri at consensus
solution ‘which accepted
the EC with high a atlon.

The minister

ug _h . 'NBR et
bx.f"."i‘:ﬂty gﬁdﬂnﬁmk-ul—ﬂu

-the mea-

predicted

sures taken by the t
on the matter imwcdm-
age regarding transparency and
accountability which could
have a positive impact on in-
vestment and export.

On the other hand, he said,
the outcome of the 10 months of
negotiation. discussion and
correspondence had satisfied
all the concerned groups.

Tofael Ahmed said with the
derogated rules Bangladesh
would get GSP for two-stage lo-
cal transformation in knit and
sweater and one-stage trans-
formation in woven products
on a limited scale.

These relaxations are in ad-
dition to the previous unlimited
amount of export of knit and

woven products.
He called upon the en-
trepreneurs to full advan-

tage of the derogation. "We want
to increase our export to 10 bil-

lion US dollar by 2000 takin
the opportunities fully,” Tnfaef
said.

"According to the interna-
tional agreement on textile and
clothing, we will have to face
open competition in export
from 2005 when the existing
quota restriction will be phased
out,” Tofael said.

He informed the committee
members that the government
would meet the organisations
and authorities concerned very
soon to find out a strategy to
cope with the future challenges
in the textile sector.

The meeting also discussed
the measures taken by the gov-
ernment for the development of
leather sector.

President of Leather and
Leather s Exporters Associ-
ation A K M Rahmat Ullah MP,
President of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry AS M
Quasem, BGMEA President
Mostafa Golam Quddus, Presi-
dent of BKMEA Monzurul Haq
and President of Textile Mills
Association M Shahjahan at-
tended the meeting.

Representatives
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry, Commerce Secretary

r Farrouk Chowd-

hairman Shah Ab-

Secre-

wEere
also present.

5-year export-import

policy finalised

The five-year export-import
policy has already beenpcﬁ-
nalised and it would be an-
nounced soon, Industries and
Commerce Minister Tofael

Ahmed said here yesterday,
says BSS. .
Inaugura a branch of Ut-

tara Bank at Uttara Model
Town in the capital, Tofael said
this policy would benefit the
business community as they
would get confidence about ex-
port-import business as
the government policy is con-
cerned for a lo period.

He said both Pakistan and
India already have their five-

year import-export policies.

Referring to the gggmmt
efforts in bringing pline in
the banking sector, the minis-
ter said the result would be felt
by the traders within next one
year.

Pointing to the government
decision to privatise the energy
sector he said adequate power
supply and disciplined
system were essential for flour-
ishment of industrialisation in
the country.

Referring to the amicable
settlement of the GSP issue with
the European Union he said
Bangladesh now would be able
to export 33 per cent more gar-
ments to the European Union
than before. The frozen food ex-
port issue also would be settled
soon, he added.

The Industries Minister said
Bangladesh had immense eco-
nomic potential and all should

x
!

e v

Industries and

oy

Commerce Minister Tofael Ahmed inaugu-

rating the Uttara Branch of Uttara Bank Limited in the

city.
work unitedly keeping eco-

. nomic activities above politics.

He said a national consensus
was on this issue.

He said in the last 16
months the government had
laid the foundation of foreign
investment in adesh and
a large number of investors
Were now co to invest here.

He said along with agricul-
tural development, industrial
development also was taking
place and the ground bre
work of the one billion dollar
Korean Export Processing Zone
in Chittagong is expected to

start soon.

Chaired by the Chairman of
Uttara Bank M. Anisuzzaman,
the inaugural function was also
addressed by the M Di-
rector of the bank M. Aminuz-
zaman and Uttara Branch
Manager of the bank M. Sirajul

Islam.:

Aminuzzaman said Uttara
Bank wants to contribute to the
development of national econ-
omy by providing improved
services of the b recently its
deposit rose to Taka 1600 crore
and the amount of advance rose
to Taka 1250 crore.

OD sight export Bill buying rate.
Indicative Rate

Currency | Selling Buying
Saudi Riyal 119215 11.7736
UAE DI. 12.1731  12.0220
KUW DI 147.1418 1452757
D Guilder 22.7037 224175
S Krona 59139  5.8370
Malay Ringgit 144088 141850
Sing Dollar 29.0290  28.2846

Advisory committee members observe

Farmers getting sufficient

fertilizer at fair

The advisory committee on
fertilizer expressed satisfaction

over the production, supply and
stock position and retail price
of fertilizer, re BSS.

ports

The committee members ob-
served that the refixation of the
ﬁ?ﬂg of fe:rtﬂlzermdid not affect
e farmers as are getting
sufficient quanﬂt;j;t fﬂllg ‘pﬂm.
At present, the of urea

is Taka 240 per 50 at mill

gate and Taka 265 at buffer

godowns, an official handout
said here on Sunday.

Presided over the chair-
man of the commi Manisuz-
zaman, the meeting was at-
tended by the Commerce and
Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed, Food and Agriculture
Minister Motia Chuwdhul?r.

n_

+ Advocate Rahmat Ali MP,

dustries Secre M Akhter
Ali, culture Secretary Dr
AMM Showkat All, Commerce
Secre Sayed Alamgir Far-
rouk Chowdhury, other offi-
cials and members of the fertil-
izer association.

The meeting was told that all
arr ts were made to im-
Iﬁml hosphate [Ig‘rﬁ.ll;‘ln{n

um p Pﬂpﬂ*
larize the utilization of bal-
anced manure as it contains
both nitr?gen and phosphorus
contents for the . The com-
mittee advised the authority to
distribute the imported DAP to
the same dealers appointed for
urea distribution. _
uest from the fertil-
izer ., the committee
has exiended the cut-off date for
selliny of coloured and ular
SSI' up to December 31, the

®
handout said.

The meeting approved the
revised annual demand (Jul
'97-June "98) of urea at 21 laId?n
metric tons on the basis of con-
sumption trend in the last three
months which was fixed at 25
lakh at earlier.

From July to September this

. the actual sale of urea was
9 per cent lower than the
jected demand of 6,6100.

The committee asked the au-
thorities concerned to harmo-
nize the number of dealers for
each thana so that smooth dis-
tribution of fertilizer can be en-
sured. It also directed the dis-
trict monitoring committee to
strengthen their activities in
maintaining abundant supply
and fair price of fertilizer at
farmers level.

New computer system

London stocks go on
wild rnide

LONDON, Oct 20: Share
prices went on a wild ride Mon-
day as the London Stock Ex-
change began dealing on a new
computer tem only to find
traders sh by a combina-
tion of monetary con-
cerns and technical glitches,
reports AP.

Many investors stayed out of
the market in the early gninﬂ.
which kept volume thin an
hclﬁd fuel the price volatility.

e benchmark Financial
Times-Stock Exchange 100-
share index tumbl 118.8
points to losses of 2.3 per cent
in the first 11 minutes of trade
before sho a partial but
sizable recovery in volatile
dealings.

By late . shares had
recouped half their losses, with
the Footsie off 64.2 points, or
1.2 per cent, at 5,206.9.

ritain's treasury chief,
Chancellor of the Exchequer
(Gordon Brown, punched a but-
ton that launched the new com-
puter system — but traders were
more interested in whether
Brown will try to lead Britain
into joining a single European
C

Speculation that Britain
t try to join the currency
ahurtlly after its launch on Jan-
uary 1, 1999, had pushed share
rices higher in recent weeks.
ut weekend news re sug-
ested Britain will wait until at
east national elections, which
do not have to held until 2002.
That triggered Monday's big
early sell-off.
rown appeared to confirm
those later reports, aaﬂng
Mundaly at the exchange there
were "forrnidable obstacles” to
adopting the new currency, the

see glitches in the new computer

‘system, such as screens that be-

.......

T LR L, L

Traders were further upset to.

gan turning red, signaling sell,
moments after Brown punched
the button.

After nearly two and a half
hours of trading, volume came
to only 112.1 million shares, a
low amount.

Stock exchange officials ac-
knowledged some apparent
glitches in pl'il:lllﬁ:‘ but said the
system was working well.

Analysts said it was hard to
determine how much of the
selloff was explained by Euro-
Eean monetary concerns and

ow much was caused by ner-
vousness over the computer,

200 taxi cabs

~ to hit city
roads m Dec
Star Business Report

A fleet of two hundred 1
taxi cabs will be introduced to
the city roads on the eve of the
Victory Day this year.

The cabs be air-condi-
tioned and radio phone-fitted.

Mukti Metro Cab Limited
yesterday reached an agreement
with Aryan Automobiles Ltd,
sole distributor of Ambassador
and Contessa classic car in
Bangladesh, to launch the CNG-
fuelled cab service.

Chairman of
mobiles Limited Lu Rahman
Khan and the Managin
Director of Mukti Metro C Ltg
MK Hﬁﬁfi ed the agreement
on be ol their respective or-

sations at a city hotel.

ICC President Mahabubur
Rahman, former DCCI Presi-
dent M Yunus, Janata Bank
Chairman Imamuddin Ahmed,
City Bank MD Taher Uddin,
IDLC MD Aminul Islam and
FBCCI directors were present at
the signing cercmony.

an Auto-

Y

Signing ceremony

of the agreement between Mukti Hetru.

Cab Ltd and Aryan Automobiles Litd.

|

Shipping Intelligence

-

Chittagong Port

J/6 Jiao Cheng a
J/7 Dong Fah a
J/8 An Yang Jiang a
J/M9 Tirgu Neamat R Seed
J/11 M. Regina Cont
J/12  Helios-II Urea
J/13  Hai Xiong Cont
CCT/1 Qc Pintail Cont
CCT/2 Meng Lee Cont
RM/14 Golden Ocean Urea(G)
ocJ Banglar Shobha C Clink
RM/3 Shao Shan Cement
RM/6 Pearl Of Dammam  [dle
DOJ Banglar Jyoti coi
DD Banglar Kakoli  Repair
DDJ/1 Tanary Star Idle
DDJ/2 Banglar Asha Repair
RM/8  Star Glory Cement
Kimberley

Bomb JF 9/10 22/10
Xing ECSL 23/9 21/10
Sing ECSL 3/10 23/10
Roue AASS 29/9 2/10
Sing Pil 16/10 21/10

Damm Move R/A 2/10
Sing Pil(Bd) . 13/10 22/10
Sing QCsSl 16/10 21/10
Sing Bdship 7/10 21/10

- CTPL R/A 25/10

Sikka BSC 14/10 30/10

- S Vin R/A 25/10

Vize BMA 19 21/10

- BSC R/A 20/10

- BSC R/A 25/10

Fara PSAL 8/6/95 30/10/97

- BSC R/A 22/10

Lans Delmure R/A 24/10
Dali MBL

9/9

24/10
30/ 10

Name of Vessels Dateof Last Port Local Cargo Loading
val

Lamphun Navee 7/10 20/10 Sing RSL Cont Col
Kommunist 20/10 - Simni -
VTA 20/10 Fuja Simni . 4
Tug Everittas 20/10 - Simni - d
An Lida 20/10 Sing BNSC Cement -
Alam Selaras 21/10 Sing Ancient Wheat(G) -
Xuan Cheng 21/10 Chin Seaglory a -
Hernes 21/10 - Seacom Urea (G) -
Tempest 22/10 Long HSL Cement -
Stella-F 23/10 - Oil a -
Sin Hai 12/10 23/10 Sing QCSL Cont Sing
Xpress Resolve 13/10 23/10 Sing RSL Cont Sing
Dragon Sentosa 4/19 23/10 Col Baridhi Cont Col
Kota Bintang 14/10  23/10 Sing - Pil (Bd) Cont Sing
Leerort 15/10 24/10 Sing RSL Cont Sing
Lyong Gun Bong 24/10 Sing OSA GliCopra) -
Panagia Spiliani 24/10 - USTC Cement #
Osprey-1 24/10 - USTC Cement “
s Tanker Due

Sun Emerald 21/10 - TSLCPO/RBS PS5 -

M—Mﬁ

_Vessels at Ku

Name of Vessels Cargo Last Port Local Date of
— el Agent _Arxival
Ismaya - - . B Bay Wl
Orizong - Sing B Bay 25/02
Smit Lioyd-72 - - BBay R/A(15/10)
Oxy Two . ) BBay R/A(0/10)
Spiros C Ol Jebe BSL 18/10

—_ Vessels at Outer Anchorage

Ready On

Banglar Robi

Lans Delmure R/A(19/10)
Sing Prog 14/10
Yang RSA 7710
Sing Pl (Bd) 18/ 10
Sing RSL 19/10
- BSC R/MNIS5/10)
Rirwa Cross 15/10
QCSL

OCT-1 . :
mvilﬁ!‘lﬂm CCT-1 Paddma (Cont) Rn-3 Saho Shan
RM-6 Pearl Of Damam RM-6 Pella J/2 Deunah
DOJ B Shourabh RM-3 Sun Emerald
J/11 D Container {Cont)
m——-——-——-———

The

above were the Monday's (20 10 97) shipping position and

performance of vessels of Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet of CPA

supplied by HRC Growp. Dhalka

of .



