8 {I[p;_.' Duily Sar

S —————————wwy NS FYE S TOTS FETS IR
Lanka draws up new plan

Spice Girls top Channel V

NEW DELHI, Oct 19: The
Spice Girls, Jon Bon Jovi and
Peter Andre shared centre stage
here early today in what organ-
isers claimed was "Asia's
biggest music awards cere-
mﬂ‘?{.“ reports AFP.

e awards gala of the Hong

based Channel V televi-
sion network, which started
here late Saturday and carried
into early today, was overshad-
owed by the Spice Girls, who
held their first performance in
India.

The group also walked away
with two top prizes — for the
best international single,
“Wannabe,” and best album,

ice”,

The British sensations,
dressed in either saris or Indian
style pyjamas set off by skimpy
blouses, came on stage on New
Delhi's trademark scooter rick-
shaws.

Victoria Adams, better
known as Posh, kicked off the
concert with a traditional In-
dian greeting, "Kaise Ho?"
[Hindi for "How're you doing?).
~ Indian video jockey Javed
Jaffrey said the group needed no

introduction because, he
quipped, "Who knows spices
better than Indians?"

The Spice Girls, or "masalas”
as the 10,000-plus crowd called
them, then burst into
"Wannabe."

"l saw her hair first,” 11-

year old Nikhil Mantani,
screained pointing to Melanie
Chisholm, also known as
Melante C or Scary.

The Spice Girls were fol-
lowed by Jon Bon Jovi, who

won the best international
male artist award.
He also two special

awards — and outstanding film
debut, for "moonlight and
Valentino,” and the award for
outstanding achievement in
international music.

Australian-based British
singer Peter Andre won the
"Best breakthrough award” for
his chartbuster, "Mysterious
Girl".

Indian Diva Asha Bhonsle
walked off with four awards —
the best Indian female artiste,
the best Indian song, the best
Indian album and a special
award for artistic excellence
instituted in the of the
late Indian-born singer Fre
Mercury of the British roc

group Queen.

Bﬁ{mns]:. 64, who in a sur-
rise move provided backup to
ritish group Code Red who won

the "promising debut award.”
said afterwards “it was like
singing with my grandsons.”

Other winners included No
Doubt from Britain, Australian
pop group Savage Garden and
veteran Indian pop singer Usha
Uthup.
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Civil war claims
10,000 in Congo

OYO, Congo, Oct 19: Congo's
19 bloody weeks of civil war has
left 10,000 dead. making it a
veritable “genocide.” The victor,
General Denis Sassou Nguesso
told Agence France-Press in an
interview Saturday, reports

AFP.

Speaking in his native town
in (g:;n. 400 kilometres (250
miles) north of the shattered
capital Brazzaville, the former
strongman now returned to
power laid the blame for the
carm on Lthe ousted President
Pascal Lissouba. ;

"The Congolese people can-
not furglvt"fhe genocidal Lis-
souba, responsible for 10,000
deaths.” he said.

Previous official estimates
of the death toll early in the war
had put it at 3,000. Most of the
casualties were the result of
heavy-weapons exchanges in
Brazzaville.

Fighting stopped Thursday
when the victorious “Cobras”

.‘?:uuu E Lﬁgtynllu said

Lissouba had preparing to
use mustard gas on the la-
tion. However, he said. men
would not be seeking vengeance
nst Lissouba’ TS,
a,galj‘“! forces hallledmwm the

southern towns of Dolisie and
Loudima to allow Lissouba's
last militiamen to lay down

their arms to avoid further
bloodshed. hus aides said.

Nehru responsible
for Kashmir
problem: RSS

MUMBAI, Oct 19: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Prof Rajendra Si today
alleged that Jawharlal Nehru
was solely responsible for the
vexed issue of Jammu and
Kashmir, reports PTI.

He said India had to face the
trauma of partition because
leader like Nehru went myopic
whﬁn independence was in
sight.

Nehru only created ms
for the country, Prof Singh said
yesterday evening while
speaking on the occasion of
golden jubilee celebrations of
the w::kl{ﬁ "Vlﬂzk"a which
p tes the ideology.

le Huhntrsg:g:mdhi was
very much the z
tion. it was and
leaders, clearly eyeing on

g;:iwcr_ who went for it, Prof

gl
andhiji was ready for
satyagraha to o the -
tion and RSS had decided to
back the father of the nation on
that account, Rajjubhaiya, as

Singh is popularly known, said.
Main island of
S pore protected

Torrential stornis Kill '5 in'Israel: | ° from offshore.

Torrential storms in Israel killed five peo

ple and pounded the

West Bank town of Jericho, wrecking 74 homes and causing

millions of dollars in damage, AFP repo

ris from Jericho.

Israel Radio said three people died when their car fell into a

ravine at Ein Gedi in Israeli territory
' n was Kkilled in when her car was

road sed. A fourth

at the Ead Sea, after the

wept away by floods in the Negev Desert in southern Israel.
1 an Israeli woman drowned in a flash flood that occurred
while she was walking in Adry River bed near the Dead Sea.

.'Francetosendmedicalteamto%

France will send a field hospital to the Central Afri
Congo today to aid victims of a four-month civil war, the

Foreign Minis

The unit includes 30 personnel and will take along

said on Saturday, Reuter reports from Paris.

20 tonnes

of equipment, the ministry said. The decision to send the unit,

including a
National %!c

team of surgeons from the country's Civilian
scue Service, was announced hours after President

Jacques Chirac called on authorities to aid the former French

colony.

19 workers poisoned in China:
Nineteen workers were poisoned after eating kidney beans
prepared by a cook who mistook sulphurous acid as salt in
southern Chinese city of Guangzhou, it was reported yesterday,
AFP rts from Hong Kong.

Eight of the construction workers were still in hospital after
consuming the food at the construction site in Haizhu district
on Friday, the Chinese-language Minngan Daily said. They had
been found in coma, with faces blackened. It was not known
whether the cook was arrested.

Blast claims 1 in India: one person

.died and at least 21 others were injured on Saturday when two
_homemade bombs exploded within minutes of each other in a
market in the Indian capital, the Press Trust of India (PTI) news
.ag:il:cy Sajtecé RE]}.IIE:I‘ reports frt:}:r]m hI‘iew Delhi.
: uoted police as saying the bombs exploded in the crowded
Rani ncighbuurhnod of New Delhi at about 7:30 pm (1400
GMT). said a caller claiming to represent an organisation
called the Shahid Khalsa Force had telephoned the new agen
and said: "We have formed a secret organisation and we wifly
form Khalistan at any cost."

Sierra Leone junta frees newsman: a
g:;agpdapg]'n ﬁitﬁr t;ndmﬂlfltglr;n right?] activist was freed after
e y the unta that seized power in a

e e

u . editor of the daily For Di People, was the ninth
Sierra Leonean journalist to be arrested ?Ece the May 25
overthrow of the west African country's elected government. He
was released late Friday, about 24 hours after his arrest, and
ordered to report to police daily. Kamara said he had been
accused of paaalnig secret information about the military junta's
activities to the clandestine radio station set up by the ousted
government of President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah. The radio
station broadcasts messages urging civilians to support

Kabbah's return to and oppose the rule of the coup leader
Maj Johnny Paul Koroma. Z 5 '

Virus claims 20 in Russia: A virus

spread by voles has killed 20 people in the Russian region of
g;nhkma and a further 18 are critically ill in hnapital.glITAR—
Tass reported on Saturday, Reuter says from Moscow.

It said the virus caused haemorrhagic fever, and illness the
a&mﬂ described as the "scourge of Bashkiria." Regional
oificials had set up an emergency centre to combat the virus.

Orders to start extensive anti-rodent measures have been
circulated,” Tass reported from Ufa, capital of the autonomous
Republic of Bashkiria on the edge of the Urals in Central Russia.

- L ] o
O miners die in Indonesia; .
workers of an Indonesian state-owned gold mine in West Java
died and two others were injured after the tunnel they were
mﬂnga in collapsed, reports said yesterday, AFP reports from
- The tunnel at the Pongkor gold mine operated by PT Aneka
Tambang, caved in early on Sgaturday andp buriedbi?rhe five late
night shiftworkers while the two others escaped with light
Injuries as they were closer to the entrance, the Kompas daily
sald. Police are investigating the incident but speculate
vibrations from the drilling instruments might have prompted ,

the collapse.
700 foreigners held in China:
in southern Guangdong province have

Chinese authoriti
some 700 foreigners for crimes including drug

arrested
trafficking, selling fake currencies and

ported mterday?%\l‘? says from H pa.npurts. e
The 674 €rs were rounded up’in the first seven months

this
' Tao year fw role in 171 crimes, the Chinese-language Stng

o1l slick

SINGAPORE, Oc¢t 19:
Favourable winds and a -
ing team of pollution fighters

rotected the main island of
ingapore Sunday from a mas-
il;e offshore oil slick, reports

Most of the seven milliok

llons of fuel that spilled into

ingapore Strait after two
collided remained to the south
and southwest of the main is-
land and the tourist islands of
Sentosa and Kusu. ;

The Maritime and Port Au-
thority said only the islands of

Senang, Palwai and Sud
have been hit. H.I!‘I!.‘l.llﬂdu ul%g
gunnery practice by the Singa-
pore Air Force

Almost Eﬂlhuatu were in-
volved in the cleanu

. Some
spraying chemical s ts,
others up oil or posi-

tioning floating containment
booms

British envoy
lodges protest

to India govt

LONDON, Oct 19: The British
Hi Commissioner in New
Delhi has protested to Indian
authorities after an incident
that broke out Saturday as
Queen Elizabeth II was leaving
al;t:h :E ufﬂgia.l d-.:ult to India,
on Sun newspaper
said, AFP. 7
As the Queen was
to board her plane, Indian po-
lice allowed local journalists to
ap?rnach but held British jour-
nalists and members of the
Queen's own delegation at Bay.
Wl:ru; ttel::ley ﬂ:;ltlested.!snme
were ro . including
the Queen's % . Ge-
offrey Crawford, and Jane
Wildsah, an official of the
Queen's visit, was pushed and

shoved ce and a :
j?umau'i”ﬁ"?.ﬂm. e gt

The incident caught the at-
tention of the Queen, who, with
her husband ... the Duke of Ed-

inburgh, stopped en route to her
plane to watch the Melee.

to secure Colombo against
terrorist attacks

COLOMBO, Oct 19: Sri Lanka
is drawing up a new plan to se-
cure the capital ci:y against ter-
rorist attacks after a bomb
blast last week that killed 18
and destroyed parts of the busi-
ness district, newspapers re-
ported today, says Reuter.

The ment had set up a
high-level committee to suggest
ways to prevent future terrorist
attacks in Colombo and the new
contingency plan will come
into efiect shortly, the reports
said.

“Under the new plan all ve-
hicles entering Colombo City
will be chec using metal de-
tectors and sniffer dogs,” the
Sunday leader said.

The blast last Wednesda
also wounded more than |

and tore through two top
otels, the Finance Ministry
and the prestigious 39-storey
twin tower World Trade Centre,
which was officially inaugu-
rated by President Chandrika
Kumaratunga only two days
earlier.

The Sunday Times quoted

overnment sources as saying
at it was likely that Colom-
bo’s security would be handed

over to a special command
headed by an army major gen-
eral.

Government and security of-

100 Tigers killed
in clash with
Lankan Navy

COLOMBO, Oct 19; At least
100 Tamil Tiger rebels were be-
lieved to have been killed in
battles with Sri Lanka's navy
off the country’s eastern coast,
naval officials said today.

"We estimate at least 100
LTTE (Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam) died in the bat-
tle,” a navy spokesman told
Reuters.

Naval official earlier said
two navy personnel died and
several others were missing af-
ter a five-hour gun battle with
LTTE rebels in which 10 guer-
rilla boats and a navy Dvora-
class fast attack craft sank.

Naval officials in the east
said a convoy of rebel boats at-
tacked the Dvora, which was on

trol near Pulmoddail late on
Saturday.

ficials were not immediately
available for comment.

Security agencies are still
investigating how the truck
carrying 4 kg of explosive
made its way to the car park of
the Galadari Hotel avoiding
several military checkpoints
on its way.

Heavy vehicles are not al-
lowed in the downtown business
district on weekdays. But
Wednesday. the day the bomb
exploded, was a Buddhist reli-
gious holiday.

The government has blamed
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE]} rebels for the blast.
but the guerillas have denied re-
sponsibility.

Security is usually tight in
Colombo and check points
common, especially after a huge
blast ka]t1 Ir;“: central bank last
year killed 100 le and in-
jured more than m

The LTTE are fighting for a
separate homeland for minor-
ity Tamils in Sri Lanka's north
and east. The government says
more than 50, people have
been killed in the war that

started in 1983.
TTE says the toll is higher.
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US Vice President Al Gore (R), his wife Tipper (C) and retired Air Force Brigadier Gen

=T TE—

Wilma Vaught hold hands following a ribbon cutting ceremony at the dedication of a
memorial to women in the armed forces Saturday at Arlington National Cemetery in

Arlington, USA.

— AP/UNB photo

LUCKNOW, India. Oct 19: The
government of India's most
ulous state Uttar Pradesh
EE::I today after one of
two parties in the ruling al-
liance withdrew support, re-
ports Reuter.
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
vice-president Mayawati told
ers her p would pull
out of the alliance with the
rightwing Hindu Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) because of
policy differences over the
treatment of lower-caste Hin-
The decision threw the fu-
ture of Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Kalyan Singh into un-
certainty. The BJP's Singh took
office only four weeks ago under
an uneasy power-sharing
agreement with Mayawati's low
caste :

"I am doing it because
Kalyan Singh's actions have
proved him and his party to be
anti-Dalit," Mayawati told re-

rters as she handed state
: ﬁmntil i{;mtsh Bhandari a
etter wi wing support.

Mayawati, 40, stepped down
on September 21 after ruling for
six months with the BJP's sup-

rt in a hung state legislature.

e two parties were to switch

-

under a deal struck in March.

The coalition was rocked by
controversies from the day
Kalyan Singh took over as the
chief minister.

Within two days of
power to Kalyan Singh,
Mayawati lashed out at his gov-
ernment, critici a new or-
der issued by the BJP govern-
ment.

The order directed all dis-
trict strates to check mis-
use of a intended to protect
low-castes Hindus.

The BJP is India's main op-

position party.

Italian Unions' members haul a fake coffin where they ironically wrote "Here, the
democracy may rest in peace,” during an anti-government demonstration in downtown |

Rome Saturday. Some 50,000 people protested against the government provisional budget

for 1998.

— AP/UNB photo

s UP govt faces collapse as
BSP withdraws support

l
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chief minister every six months

DHAKA MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1997

WASHINGTON, Oct 19: The
U.S. has justified sending its
elite anti-terrorist commandos
to train the Sri Lankan security
forces and designating the Lib-

eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) a terrorist organisation,
reports India Abroad News
Service.

Almost immediately after
the LTTE was listed as a terror-
ist organization., a batch of
Green ts. the elite American
commandos, arrived in Sri
Lanka under a training pro-
gjmnm codenamed "Operation

anced Style.”

While earlier this training
was being undertaken rather
surreptitiously, the Pentagon
sources said that following the
LTTE being designated a terror-
ist ﬂll;c hisatjun, the U.S. would
not amstrung by Congrtuu
in scmlmg such :ﬁit: squads to
train the Lankan forces.

They explained that now it
would be considered a legiti-
mate endeavour to help a
friendly country to root out ter-
rorism, without it being con-
strued as interference in the in-
ternal matters of a particular
country, especially when such
assistance was sought.

The State Department, al-
though acknowledging that "no
group has claimed responsibil-
ity” for the October 15 terrorist

zlnétaat;:d in Colombo which killed
injured at least 100 peo-
ple, said: "Iif the LTTE was re-
sponsible” for this "iIndiscrimi-
nate attack, it's a further
demonstration of the threat
caused by the LTTE to the secu-
rity of American nationals.”
Consequently, the State De-
partment statement said this
threat was a "justification for
their being designated by the
Secretary [of State Madeleine
Albright) as a terrorist organi-

sation.”

Privately, Administration
officials acknowledged that
t had no doubts that the at-
tack in Colombo was carried
out by the LTTE, and some
sources noted that it was per-
haps to show that they didn't
care any more about interna-
tional opinion or if foreigners.
including Americans, were hurt
or killed in the process.

The sources also noted that
it seemed clear that the attack
was aimed at the coun-
Bry‘s ccunnt:ry paﬂhﬁularly its

uﬁomng ourist ustry.
October 8 the U_él:}' o-
scribed the LTTE, thus
fund-raising on its behalf in the
U.S. a crime. The LTTE denied
responsibility for the attack,
but the Sri Lankan Forei

Ministry said it was clear t
group was behind it.

Off the Record

Headless frog embryo grown

LONDON: British scientists have created a frog embryo
out a head, a technique that may lead to the
headless human clones to grow organs and tissue for trans-
plant, The Sunday Times reported, says AP.

grown by scientists at Bath Universi
than a week, the newspaper ranl.ng

None of the embryos
were allowed to live longer
in its early edition Saturday.

But the scientists believe the tec

grow human or
embryonic sac livin
Many scientists

mal, at a laboratory

The Sunday Times said the two techniques could be com-
ple needing transplants could have organs

from their own cloned cells.

enetic composition of

match those of the patient, elimi

It would also ease the shortage of organs for transplant.

Nude wedding!

per at:r?l former pnlluai:)i]amn in Taiwan
ay to garner t t
marﬁedinthenudmr:gg.ﬁlﬂn{tﬂ.- i by igting
Hsu Shao-Tan and her new husband Wu Jung-Chang
changed nuptial vows in southern Kaohsiung cltgv in a public
ceremony preceded by a "body.performance fea '
s ALY gy gl b T8 I A
dity does mot/aveto Be pornography- |
nudity' can be art,” Hsu said before her i [ '
Hsu, who twice Tailed to win

bined so that

“grown to ord
The

TAIPEI: A strip
launched another bid

‘dancers covered in
NENT' Wastt to dhow '

s that featured stri
was

pai
said her

bodily organs to wealthy Hong

newspaper reported yesterday, Reuter
Faﬂmtumthctuﬂtoryoom-mnbem to China
for ki transplants, the Sunday Hong Kong quoted
an official of the Hong Kong Kidney Donation Society as
"There are more kidneys available in China because of the
dnﬁtl?falty tr:fuumted Yiu said.

€ bodies of executed prisoners are not claimed
members, their can be donated," Yiu said, Wm

been in touch with authorities

kidneys for transplant.

ns such as hearts, kidneys, and livers in an
in an artificial womb.
lieve human cloni

ing the birth of the sheep Dolly, the world's first cloned mam-
in Scotland. Scientists at The Roslin Insti-
tute in Edinburgh created Dolly using cells from the udder of a

parliameéntary

ping and sexually suggestive slogans,
theGnrdmufEcrm

were representing Adam and Eve.

Good sources of organs
for transplants?

HONG KONG: Chinese convicts on death row could provide
Kong patients, a Hong Kong

in the mainland about getting

with-
production of

hnique could be adapted to

is inevitable follow-

grown organs would exactl
the threat of reject.tm{

lﬂtﬂ‘m'

and the couple

Egypt sees no use 1n
boosting sanctions
against

CAIRO, Oct 19: Egypt said
Saturday it is useless to boost
sanctions against Iraq for
denying UN S al Commis-
sion (UNSCOM) arms inspec-
tors. access to suspect lraqi
sites, reports AFP

"Strengthening sanctions
isn't the solution to the current

situation,” Egyptian Foreign
Minister Amr Mussa told re-
porters.

The United States on Friday
postponed a move in the UN Se-

curity Council formally press-
a -

ing for the imposition
tional sanctions against Iraq.

Western diplomats said the
US and Bri delegations de-
cided to hold further informal
consultations, signalling a
willingness to compromise af-
ter Russia called for more nego-
tiations.

The move highlighted the
15-member council's attempt to

forge a United Front reg _

Iraq. after fears that the United
Slatmmﬂdh:ﬂ:tm:tam
line following a threat from

Iragi government to sever coop-

eration.
The council's five

permanent
members trad:ltimﬁ

the United States taking a tough
while China, France and Russia
favour a softer -
UNSCOM Richard But-
ler and International Atomic
Energy head Hans Blix
submi a report to the Secu-
rity Council the numerous un-
certainties in the areas of Iraqi
chemical and biological wea-
pons but said had been
made in eliminating the
country's nuclear and ballistic

“ﬁ:“ﬂﬂ em against
Iraq remains in ace until
U t!:dvu-lﬂu t 11::[ has
elimina its weapons of mass
destruction.

India, US be

NEW DELHI, Oct 19: India
and the U.S. began the first
phase of a strategic dialogue
which a top American official
characterised as the beginning
of a that will establish a

"good foundation” for a changed

outlook on South Asia, reports
from India Abroad News Ser-
vice. :

Thomas Pickering, Under
Secretary of State for Political
Affairs, acknowledged that
there had been a change in the
wniv the U.S. looked at South
Asla, particularly India. He
said that change had been
brought about by several post-
Cold War situations, principal
nmonf them being shared val-
ues of democracy, the opening
of the Indian economy and a re-

alisation that "Relations with

India is not what it could be".
Pickering's visit kicks off a
series of high-level visits to the
subcontinent in the next few
months that will culminate in
the visit by President Bill Clin-
ton, most probably in March.
Secret of State Madeleine
Mbrclﬂht S ted here in the
middle of November on her
maiden visit to this )
Her visit would be followed
that of Commerce Secretary
iliam Daley, Health Secre-
tary Donna Shalala and Trans-
ation Secretary Frederico
ena. Undersecreta for
Global Affairs Tim Wirth and
Undersecret for Economic
Affairs Stuart Eilzenstadt are

Minister I
held extended sessions with In-
dian Foreign Secretary K
Raghunath and other top
officials to lay the groundwork
for the presidential
Pickering
needed to pay
South Asia and India to take
bilateral relations away from
problems......

gin first phase of

comes.

Pickering, who met Prime
Gujral yesterday,

Indian

visit.
said that the "U.S.
more attention to

. and to Fiw: it a
sitive, forward-looking and
oader character”,

The buzzword for Plck:ﬂ

was "ch "- ach he

that ﬂ:J#nEEdi!d tuwmnv: bilat-
eral relations away from past
neglect, languidness and re-
maining a prisoner of differ-

also in line here before Clinton  ences.

ence
train
he travelled by road to Lahore,

Indian officials, who true to
form remained more circum-
spect in their characterisation

the dialogue in sharp con-
trast to the forward-looking
disposition of American offi-
cials, acknowl that Pick-
ering was a "far cry" from the
Raphelesque abrasiveness and
it;:t.l'luaivcne:ﬁe that marked U.S.

in the past.

T!tlllgsrefmnc: was to Robin
Raphel, us Assistant Sec-
retary ol State for South Asia,

during whose tenure bilateral
relations dipped to its lowest
ebb in years.

Pick at a news confer-
ust before boarding a
or Amritsar from where

Pakistan, stressed that ties

jobs as America's

strategic dialo gue

with India and Pakistan would
no longer be a zero-sum game
where ties with one would be at
the expense of the other. Nor
would it be centered on the per-
ceptions of a third state. He said
the U.S. wanted to have st
relationships with both India
!n?'l Pakistan and relations
with one would be i dent
of ties with the mrﬂw
Pickering. often referred to
as the "complete diplomat” for
the finesse and suavity he has
brought to bear on his various
emissary. had
all the right soundbites for the
Indian media. He expounded on
the meaning of "strat dia-
logue”, saying it was more
than restricted to a narrow
military focus and ran the

officials on Eht hos

especially since
zens are involved, and -

ated Indian cooperation;

mut of issues from economy
o environment. He said the di-

al ¢ was oriented to a vision
of the future rather than being
tied down to the past.

Asked about the
U.S. view on Kashmir, espe-

cially against the hnchmund
of IY media furore created by
British Foreign
Robin Cook's meddling ap-

Secretary

in mind Indian sensi-

tivities. "We did not relate our

h to the approach of
. We have a view on the

hers
subject and we expressed our

concern to Indian
issue.
an citi-



