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Leader of the Dpitiun in Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia addressing the BNP standing

committee meeting at her Minto Road official residence in the city yesterday. — Star photo

Cut in pension money

From Page 1
names, extra Tk 400 for the
drivers of officials in addition
to overtime allowances, raisi
the annual book allowance o
teachers from Tk 1200 to Tk
2000 and payment of daily al-
lowances at a rate higher than
that fixed by the government.

Though the second letter was
issued in October, the decision
is being implemented in case of
teachers, officers and employ-
ees who retired on June 30,
1996, officials of accounts sec-
tion of the university said.

Meanwhile, the university
authorities repeatedly denied
that they violated government
rules regarding the payments.

The authorities also ex-
plained their position in this

at a series of meetings
were also held with the CAG and
the Ministries of Education and
Finance.

Vice Chancellor Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury, talking to
The Daily Star, said that the
payments weré made as per

es. The issue would be placed
at a joint meeting of the educa-
tion minister, finance minister,
CAG and the university au-
thorities shortly. He, however,
could not confirm the date of

Wolfensohn

From Page 1]
his five-day visit to Bangla-
desh.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria saw him off at Zia Inter-
national Airport. Chairman of
the Privatisation Board Kazi
Zafarullah, Secretary of ERD
Dr Mashiur Rahman, World
Bank Mission Chief in Dhaka
Pierre Landell-Mills and Pak-
istani High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Karam Elahi were

present
Bailey bridge
From Page 1
Hajrat Shahjalal (RA) and
Shahporan (RA). The PM is
scheduled to stay the night at
Sylhet Circuit House.

The Prime Minister will at-
tend the meeting on divisional
law and order situation in Syl-
het at 9 am Monday. She will
lay the foundation stone of Di-
visional Commissioners office
at 10:30 am and address a public
meeting arranged by the district
Awami League at 11 am at the
Government Alia Madrasha
maidan.

The Prime Minister will
then fly to Sunamganj where
altllt: is < ted to address a:i
other public meeting arrang
by the district Awami League in
the afternoon and return to the
capital same day.

Matia

From Page 1

way for return of the tribal
chﬁgecs staying across the bor-
er.

Presided over by convenor of
the Oikkya Parishad Nabin
Kumar Tripura, the rally was
also addressed by Chittagong
city Mayor Mohiuddin Chowd-
hury, pa Ranjan Chakma,
MP, and other tribal leaders.

UNB adds: Begum Matia
Chowdhury echoed the Prime
Minister's statement that army
or Bengalees would not be with-
drawn from the CHT.

Addressing the rally at
Shapla Chattar in Khagrach-
hari, the agriculture minister
said the people of the coun
want a peaceful solution of the
longstanding CHT problem, but
peace cannot be restored with-
out united efforts of all.

Matia Chowdhury alleged
that a certain communal group
is spread a propaganda to
keep the hill tracts problem
alive.

She also charged BNP with
acting against sovereignty of
the country during its regime by
holding a meeting in foreign
soil. Awami League did not hold
any such meeting in India, she

Ranjan Chakma said

Kalpa
thuué;the agreement has not
yet n finalised confusion

the meeting.

The VC said "the DU Syndi-
cate, according to the Dhaka
University Order, 1973, is the
highest body to take decisions
about the payments to teachers,
officials and empl s.”

The decisions of the Syndi-
cate relating to payments were
in accordance with the laws of
the country, he felt.

The VC said that he, on be-
half of the university, sought
opinion of the Atto General
Lft G) on the issue and the Aﬁ,f

er examining visions o
the DUO, 1973, > his
views in favour of the univer-

sity.

“We have conveyed the views
of the AG to the office of the
CAG and to the Ministries of
Education and Finance," added.

On the other hand, the Octo-
ber 8 letter of the CAG noted
"Almost the total amount of the
budget of the university comes
from the government revenue
fund, but the rules of the gov-
ernment are be violated
here.” This state of could
not be allowed to continue for
an indefinite period, it added.

The letter mentioned that
according to the Service
(Reorganisations and Condi-
tions) Act, which came into ef-
fect on July 1, 1973 all powers
regarding salaries and al-
lowances of all government or-
ganisations, public bodies and
other nationalised organisa-
tions have been ves in the
government. As per Section (3)
of the Act, any rule contrary to
this Act will be void.

15 huts gutted
- incity
By Staff Correspondent
At least 15 makeshift huts,
including d houses were

gutted in a fire at under
Demra in the city early yester-

day.

Fire de sources said the
fire, originated reportedly from
an electric short circuit, spread
to four cloth stores, two

odowns of waste yarn and
welling houses at about 2 am.

However, no casualty was
reported in the fire last
night.

Fire fighters from Demra
station rushed to the spot and
took about an hour to extin-

guish the fire.

Titu
From Page 1

cently as the middlemen failed
to send them to Dubai for un-
known reasons. Their stories
could not be gathered immedi-
ately. Among others smuggled
from the area, Manna also
eight, is in Dubali for the last 16
months. Her mother, Nazma
said she had so far received
Taka 3,725 from Shonai Bibi
who did not disclose what
Manna was doing abroad.

Moyezuddin is yet another
victim who was also brought
back home from Mumbai. His
mother, Kutibanu said Shonai
Bibi took her son four months
ago to send him to Dubali,
grumiaing her to pay Taka

,000 a month. "Four days back,
my son was returned to me
saying he could not be sent",
Kutibanu told The Daily Star
yesterday. -

Street beggar Chandra Banu
does not know anything about
hs 10-year-old son Monir Hos-
sain who was taken a year
to be sent to Dubai. 'Imgl;rlgaoi
only Tk 500 at the time my son
was taken but not a single
penny afterwards, Banu lamen-
ted. "Your son is well", was the
only response from Bibi,” she
said.

Police arrested Shonai Bibi
on September 11 after rick-
shawpuller Shahar Ali sued her
for trafficking his nine-year-
ullc]l son, Sohel. Shonai Bibi,
who is now in Narayan
Jjail, admitted to police thatg:ln}g
sent Sohel to Dobai with the
help of her close relatives, liv-

and rumours are being spread to  ing in the UAE. Police also ar-
mislead the people. rested three of Bibi's associates.
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Prime Textile
Mills reopens
today

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.J, Oct 18: The
Prime Textile Mills at Nan-
dalalpur in Fatulla will reo
tomorrow after a 17-day clo-
sure,

The mills was closed for an
indefinite period following at-
tacks by a group of local maas-
tans.

The mill authorities in a
public notice today have in-
structed all the workers, except-
ing those sacked earlier, to join
their duties in accordance with
their respective shifts.

A group of armed terrorists
allegedly led by the local leader

"of the Awami League-backed

Jatiya Sramik ue, Kowsar
Ahmed Polash ransacked three
units of the Prime group of in-
dustries, inclu two units in
the textile wing. Police later ar-
rested Polash and sent him to
jail while others accused are

still absconding.

Media centre to
be established in
‘Dhaka : Sayeed

SATHIA, Pabna. Oet 18:
State Minister for Information
Prof Abu Sayeed today said a
media centre will be established
in Dhaka for speedy transmis-
sion of information to the
journalists, reports BSS.

"The proposed media centre
costing around Tk nine crore
will be equip with updated
details of different ministries.
It will create an environment
for 'free flow of information' in
mep?ﬁ?nsmc o peaking

was s to

the journalists of local news

gency "Peep"” at Sathia Press
ub here.

tera of Bangladeah Televi-
porters o e elevi-
sion will be provided with au-
dio-video trai and tech-
niques of "live coverage” so that
they can cover events on the
spot like correspondents of Ca-
ble News Network (CNN) and
British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (BBC).

Chief Editor of 'Peep’ ABM
Fazlur Rahman, Editor Abdul
Majid Dudu, Advisory Editor

teruzzaman Akhter, Exec-
utive Editor Mohammad Zahu-
rul Islam, journalist Tofazzal
Hussain Tipu, convenor of
Sathia Press Club Manik Rana
and district correspondent of
Dainik Sangbad Habibur Rah-
man Shawpan were present on
the occasion. .

' arranging special fli
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CU reopens amid |

tense situation

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 18: No
class was held at Chittagong
University though it was re-
opened today amid a tense situ-
ation and tight security after a
closure for over one and a half
months, campus sources said.

When contacted Pro Vice-
Chancellor Dr Abu Yusuf Alam

told The Daily Star that classes
were not held today as presence
of students was very poor.

Police said fish plates of the
railway track was removed at
Fatehabad point to block the
university-bound shuttle train.

The shuttle train later
reached the university without
students after ';Ealrlng the fish
plates, police :

The activists of All Party
Students Unity (APSU) contin-
ued their siege for the third con-
secutive day today at the entry
point of Road No. 1 of the uni-
versity to press their demands
that include exemplary pun-
ishment to the killers of Bakul
and allotment of seats on the
basis of merit and faculty.

Meanwhile, some activists
of Islami Chhatra Shibir went
on on Hathazari road
near the unlv:rnllgfwd ng a

van and a vehicles at

-30 pm today in protest

against yesterday's arrest of

their leader Nasirullah. police
said.

The agitating activists also
opened fire on a patrol van car-
ry'lnﬁ armed police, but none
was Injured, police said. Police
ch them away.

Over 300 policemen, mostly
in riot gear, were deployed on
the university campus to ensure
security.

The residential halls of CU
were reopened on October 16.

Rajshahi AL
factions
clash: 10 hurt

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oct 18: At least
llﬂ were injured in a
cla

tions of Awami League shahi
city unit at ('..‘u:a.mn]qmnmJ this

The t;:lty unit president Mah-
bubuzzaman Bhulu and the cen-
tral committee member

Rl.l‘}%;dchn led the two factions.
clash erupted following
:xchnnge of hot words between
Mahbubuzzaman Bhulu and
Rafiquddin over handling

committee's fund, party sources

said.

ers of both grou
mS% in nhufmp:
counter chase. They also used
rods, sticks and sharp

weapons. Police took the situa-
tion under control.

between two rival fac-

Chittagong University was
closed on September 3 after the
death of a student, Bakul. in
campus violence.

eanwhile, Mohammad

Nasir Ullah, Shibir's CU unit |

general secretary. who was ar-
rested by police on charge of
Bakul murder, was produced in
the court today. The court sent
him to jail, rejecting his bail
petition.

Protesting the arrest of their
leader and demanding his re-
lease, Shibir's city unit held a
rally in Laldighi area at 11 am

also brought out a proces-
sion.

In the meeting. they threat-
ened of a greater movement in-
cluding hartal and siege if their
leader was not rel :

But campus sources said a
volatile situation was prevail-
ing on the campus with APSU
and Shibir activists flexing
muscles. They aired apprehen-
sion that the situation might
deteriorate any moment.

JU BCL factions

clash: One hurt

By JU Correspondent

An activist of the Awami
League-backed Bangladesh
Chhatra Lta%ue (S-P), Ja-
hangirnagar University (JU)
unit, was serfously injured in a
clash between two feuding fac-
tions of the organisation yes-
terday.

The clash took place at Ka-
maluddin Hall at around 1:30
pm when a BCL activist as-

saulted al secret of the
JU unit sud Touhid Kakor
for allegedly using abusive

words about president of the
unit Mohammad Nuruzzaman.

Agitated BCL workers,

ulp with firearmms and

er lethal weapons, then beat
up the BCL activist, Barkat,
leaving him seriously injured.
He was rushed to Dhaka Medi-
cal College ital.

Later, at least 15 BCL ac-
tivists from Salam Barkat Hall,
firing shots, attacked Ka-
maluddin Hall to gain its con-
trol. BCL activists at Kamalud-
din Hall locked the hall gate
and took position on the roof
top. They also fired several
rounds.

Border confce
From Page 1
minutes.

An 8-member BSF side was
led by its Director General AK
Tendon while DG of BDR Major
General Mohammad Azizur
Rahman led the host team in
the conference.

Bcﬂdta. ;cprcacnlauwm
[rom ome, Foreign, Blﬂl‘.ll*
desh Land Recerd and Survey
and Joint River Commission
also attended the conference at
the BDR headquarters.

Beportation

from KSA

Page 1 Bangladesh Biman to te
down' on l.ll%] lm::ﬂnntn or return of 10,000 adeshis
overstayers. But, he ."itwas from Saudi Arabia, Biman is

not possible on our part to
identify all of them scattered
across the big country and bring
them mtﬂg htzd.'

About financial inability of
many Bangladeshis to return
home, the state minister said
though there was a "Welfare

it would not be much of a
help as "We can't afford to bear
the nses for all
those Bangladeshis back.”
Saudi government is expected to

ers, either they went with 'U:g-
rah-visa' or lost validity of stay

o il T e it .

urn of 28,000 le from
we have to bear the pain of cur-
rent situation also.”

While both the ministry and
the feel the cy of
ts by

34

not in a position to do so due to
its own constraints, sources
pointed out.

Two high officials of the na-
tional flag carrier told The
Daily Star yesterday that de-
spite tight international flight
sched . Biman would
frantic efforts so that some spe-
cial flights could be arranged
from October 21. "If those
flights are possible, those will
be in addition to Biman's five
regular Jeddah-Dhaka and
Riyadh-Dhaka flights every
week", said one official.

Out of four DC-10s and two
Airbuses in Biman's fleet oper-
ating in international routes,
one DC-10 would the fleet
by October 31 after Delta Check'
in Italy, another DC-10 would
be pressed into service by
tonight after completion of 'FA-
Check' while an Airbus entered
operation last night after -
neers from France 'fixed the
problems in fuel tank’, he said.

Tk 5000cr b

From Page 1
with only 137 people having Tk
efault

10 crore or more in d
loans.

"It shows that those who
borrowed cumparauvc.lly lar
amount became back loan de-
faulters,” he said and noted that
most of them are wilful default-
ers who can repay, but don't.

"Some 95 per cent of the loan
defaulters, if not 99 per cent, are
wilful defaulters," the
Bangﬂdeah Bank governor said
and blamed the country’s 'teeth-
less' laws for such a huge num-
ber of loan defaulters.

"The situation has come to
such a point that the defaulters
even tell the bankers 'you file
case against me in the courts,’
he pointed out.

Sarkar, however, blamed
equally the bankers for the de-
fault culture, saying that they
only considered the security
against the loans which often
misguided them. "But it should
be t in mind that security is
not the only consideration, the
man behind the security is the
main thing."

He pointed out that like the
economy, the banking sector is
suffering from three diseases —
mismanagement, inefficiency
and wasteful expenditure —
which, he cautioned, should be
addressed without delay.

The governor said the
bankers were asked to sanction
loans keeping it in mind that
they would have to recover the
mom?. also were asked to
maintain accountability and
Hannparcncy in their opera-

on.

He also claimed that the gov-
ernment or the central b is
not influencing and any
oans.

"None of the bank loans given
from January till date is di-
rected.”
bw'a observation on the
sector was supported
by Khandaker Ibrahim '
€ ou Hunaﬁl Director
of Sontagcl.lﬂ?ank who has been
transferred to the central bank
as or.

"It shows that we are not
wal on the rope efficiently,”
Khaled commented. He pointed
out that the bank-customer
relationship had been
destroyed and said four quar-
tmmwer: to htili_:mc for that.

ey are the government, a
section of business people, the
organised trade unions and the
business associations, he said.

The Sonali Bank MD cited
interferences of the Ershad gov-
ernment in the banking opera-
tion and said not even one per
cent of the credits given duri
the 1986-1990 period is g
loan.

A section of businessmen, he
said, always maintain close
link with the ruling quarters
and they try to influence the

operation. "I'm always
confused whether the govern-
ment controls them or they

control the %%
The trmqe unions, which

have become politically organ-
ised force, often interfere in the
management's functions while
the business assoclations under
the influence of loan defaulters
m;,ste pressure on the banks, he
said.

"I have no different opinion
about the need for adequate
laws. But what is the use of law
if there is no a tion of that
... who will cat?”

Khaled said the civil nnc:leetg

is not performing its assign

loans

responsibilities. "In such a po-
sition,” he suggested, “the per-
sons who are still honoured by

the people should speak to cre-
ate a social awareness.”

Manaﬁm Director of the
City Bank Limited Mohammad
Taheruddin noted that all the
bank loan defaulters are wilful
ones and pointed his finger to
the changes in circumstances
that often force an entrepreneur
to default.

He said the tariff wall, which
was once high, came down to 25
per cent. He informed that the
edible oil industry — half of its
70 units have already closed
down — is now struggling to
survive.

The¥ are facing stiff compe-
tition from products of India
and Malaysia. Similar is the
case for bakeries and crokeries,
he said. "What we had done in
the name of liberalisation and
globalisation affected us ad-
versely,” he said.

Manzurul Islam, Chairman
of the Islam Group, frankly
admitted that his company is
one of the 137 big loan default-
El;n tan-::l ;aid he was auhl:;mad of

at an sincerely to re-
pay the m}gﬂdﬁ loans.

He suggested that there
should be a cut-off point for ev-
ery borrower. The repayment
capacity of a borrower must be
assessed before giving him
loan, he said.

Chaired by SODAC President
Kazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmed,
the discussion was also
addressed by Dhaka University
Vice-Chancellor Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury, SODAC Secretary

|

General MA Mannan, Joint
Secretaries-General Nilufar
Banu and Niaz Ahmed. b

—
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Congestion
eases at 3

river ghats
By Staff Correspondent

Traffic congestion at the
Aricha, Daulatdia and Natak-
hola ferry ghats eased consi-
derably yesterday after addi-
tional ferries were deployed and
two new ghats were g

According to B Aricha
ghat office, traffic at
the ghats eased as ferries were
able to make more trips to clear
the waiting vehicles. ;
two additional ghats. one at
Aricha and the other at
Daulatdia, were to traf-
dﬂgy from Wednesday and Thurs-

“There was about a 4-km
Ionghqucu: of vehicles at the
Aricha ghat day before yester-
day but the congestion eased
considerably after additional
ferries were put into services.”
said one of the official at the
BIWTC control room.

"‘T'he“trnfﬂc n}mmcnt is
now quite normal. Though a
number of vehicles are still
waiting to be ferried. Till 6 pm
yesterday 520 vehicles were
Movement of ferries slowed
down recently, particularly at
the Aricha-Daulatdia route, due
to the emergence of innumer-
able hidden shoals. A one way
channel on the route has been
created to facilitate 'safe’ navi-
gation, BIWTA sources said.

Nari Samaj demands
trial of policemen
involved in
criminal activities
By Staff Correspondent

Sammilito Nari Samaj yes-
terday demanded trial of the po-
licemen involved in criminal

activities, includi ression
on women in ?lfen?cgimlnll

courts.
In a release, the Nari

press
Samaj said that the adminis-

PM: Child abuse
From Page 1

would be able to step over all

barriers in establishing human
rights. "I'm ready to sacrifice
my life for the o

The Prime ster said her

overnment wants to ensure
and shelter, education and
healthcare for every ;
sound future for the future gen-
eration.

“But it is not possible for me
to do this task alone, said
the Prime inister cal
upon the affluent sections
society to share bility
of the neglected for a
better future.

Prof Razia Matin Chowd-
h MP, who was the teacher
of Sheikh Russel, said Russel
became a symbol of protest
against killing and injustice. -

A little boy, Arifuzzaman
Khan Sajeeb, said: try the
killers of child Russel so that
such heinous crime cannot re-
cur on this soil. He also de-
:'l:;adcd halt to child torture

repression.

Scientist and writer Dr Ab-
dullah Al Muti Sharfuddin.
child organiser Rokunuzzaman
Khan Dadabhai, and Russel
Parishad leaders Mahmudus
Samad Chowdhury and KM
Shahidullah also on the
occasion. Russel Jatiya Shishu
Kishore Parishad founder
chairman Rokibur Rahman
presided over the function.

Later, the Prime Minister

distributed prizes among the
children who won a conm-
tion organised by the Pari i
The tiny tots took part in
painting, recitation, song,
dance and essay writing

tition. :

3-nm§%£ion

Indian Prime Minister K
Gujral will leave Dhaka the
same evening. However Pak-
istan Premier Newaz Sharif
will stay back for a visit to
Bangladesh for three more
days, departing Dhaka on
November 26.

About the objectives of the
‘Business Summit,” Azad listed
five broad aims. These are:

Close interaction between
private sectors and government
of the three countries for mu-
tual understanding on how to
involve the private sector for
devel ent.

Identification of specific is-
sues for undertaking private
sector initiative and regulatory
chang:s in others to provide
tangible inputs for future nego-
tiations at the inter-govern-
ment level.

Co-ordination among the
three countries in liberalising
laws relating to foreign invest-
ment, im and .

Identification of 'regional
best practices’ as followed by EU
and NAFTA,

Sending a clear signal to the
international community on
the resolve of the three coun-
tries to match investment op-

rtunities and incentives of-
ered to foreign investors by
other developing countries.

Rc;punding to questions
Samad Azad said that the
summit would naturally pro-
vide an opportunity to the three
leaders to discuss problems
both bilateral and common in
nature.

Asked if the summit would
lead to the formation of a South
Asian triangle, he brushed
aside the proposition ualy'l N
is essentially a goodwil glg—t .
gether.”

The Foreign Minister how-
ever emphasised that the sum-
mit of the three leaders "is a re-
flection of the SAARC spirit
and will strengthen SAARC fur-
ther.”

Azad sald Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will write indi-
vidual leaders of other non-par-
ticipating SAARC countries in-
forming themn about the summit
so that there is "no misunder-
standing."

“The summit should be a
harbinger of a new spirit of co-
operation,” he observed.

Asked if Pakistan and India
would make progress on the

| Kashmir problem, Azad replied,

summit
"It is a '‘Business Summit_' It is
not a Kashmir Summit.”

When asked to explain
Bangladesh's stand on the
Kashmir issue, Azad said,
‘Bangladesh's position is that
the Kashmir issue should be re-
solved between the two coun-

tries through negotiations.”
The Forei Minister said
that altho it would be a

Business Summit, the three
prime ministers meeting on a
common ground would reflect
an "attitude for ch and a
need for change” in the political
climate in South Asia.

Biman flight

From Page 1
the Civil Aviation headquar-
ters at the Zia International
Airport (ZIA) today.

inistry sources said, the
committee is likely te question
the 'cockpit crew’ of the particu-
lar flight later in the week.

Operation of the BG-01]
flight (Dhaka-Delhi-Brussels-
New York) ignoring the NOTAM
message was a serious negli-

ence on the part of a section of
iman staff. officials concerned
said.

The NOTAM message was
given by the Indian authorities
in view of an exercise by Indian
Air Force in an airfield there,
they said.

e BG-011 flight had to re-
turn Dhaka after about three
hour's flight towards Delhi.

Later, the flight was delayed

by about four hours, in-
convenience to its ers in
Delhi, Brussels and New York.

Meanwhile, Biman sopurces
said they were yet to identify
211]: ;:edrunnl responsible for the

eg neﬁ{lgcnc:. A junior Op-
eration cer was éiuapcnge?d
gﬂllnwlng the October 14 inci-

ent.

AL may contact

From Page 1
113 MPs from BNP in the stand-
ing committees with a number
of those headed by them.

BNP wants proportionate
share for the party both as
members and chairmen of the
committees.

Nasim told this correspon-
dent, "As there is no such pro-
vision in the JS Rules of Proce-
dure, proportionate share as
chairmen of cothmittees cannot
be given to BNP."
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