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Lee Hoi-Chang, the ruling New Korea Party's presidential
candidate, shakes hands with Kim Dae-Jung, head of the
opposition National Congress for New Politics, at the end
of a forum on the 1997 presidential election at the Press
Centre in Seoul Friday. The ruling party filed a legal
complaint Thursday, asking prosecutors to investigate
Kim on corruption charges.
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60,000 hit by malaria in Calcutta:
Nearly 60,000 people have been affected by malaria in the
eastern Indian city of Calcutta in the past 18 months, the
{f;nlill]ed News of India reported yesterday, AFP says from New
elhi.

Nineteen of the victims have died of the disease, it added.
City health department chief Ratish Das said 57.000 of some
250,000 people tested positive for malaria during a s of the
disease in Calcutta. Das said 7,000 of them were suffering from
a malignant strain of the killer disease.

New Polish PM hog:italised: Mg

after his appointment as Poland's neW prime minister, Jerzy
Buzek was hospitalised due to a serious throat infection,
officials at Warsaw Hospital told AFP Pgestcrda}r from Warsaw.

Buzek, 57, was admitted Friday night.
"His condition is good, he has no fever but he should rest for
at least Sunday,” said Erman.

8 miners killed in Colombia: a

least eight miners were killed Friday in a cave-in at a coal mine
near the border with Venezuela. An estimated 10 were missing,
AP reports from Bogota.

Rescue teams were digging toward a chamber where other
miners were believed trapped, said Col Miguel Benedetti, a civil
defence official. The missing miners had n working in two
tunnels some 400 metres underground, rescue workers told
radio reporters on the scene.
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Prisoners riot in Peru: vore than
1,000 prisoners rioted for a second day on Friday to demand
better conditions at an overcrowded jail in a remote part of the
Peruvian Andes, police said, Reuter reports from Huanuco.
A police spokesman at the nearby town of Huanuco, Felix
Guzman, told Reuters that 200 officials were Lr_ying to

control of the Pptracancha penitentiary
bheen no-deaths or injuries,” Guzman said. .12 apt

JSA

; Sﬁok«:ﬁmﬂﬂ for the 1,135 prisoners in Potracancha, which
was

uilt for 600, $ent out a letter demanding better food; more

drinking water and speedier trial processes.

US, Japan reach maritime deal:
US and Japanese officials reached agreement in principle on

Friday to resolve a dispute over access to Japanese ports that
threatened to turn into an all-out trade war, Reuter reports
from Washington.

"We think we have a very concrete agreement that sets
clear parameters and which would open up the port services of
Japan in a very meaningful way,” Under Secretary of State
Stuart Eizenstat told reporters following a day of senior level
negotiations. As a result of the breakthrough, the US Federal
Maritime Commission announced late on Friday it had
postponed plans to deny Japanese ships access to US ports and
agreed to reassess developments on Monday.

Peacekeepers to leave Haiti Nov 30:
UN peacekeepers will leave Haiti on Nov 30, US Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright said after meeting with President
Preval at the National Palace on Friday, Reuter reports from
Port-an-Prince.

About 1,000 Pakistani and Canadian troops are currently
patrolling Haiti's streets.

Foreign troops landed in Haiti in September 1994, when
20,000 US troops restored President Jean-bertrand Aristide to
power, three years after he was ousted by a military coup.

Zhao tums 78: china's fallen Communist Party

chief Zhao Ziyang has celebrated his 78th birthday while under
virtual house arrest in Beijing. a human rights group said
yesterday, Reuter reports from Beijing.

Zhao had thrown a birthday part% on Friday and many
people from home and abroad had sent him birthday cards, said
the Hong Kong-based Information Centre of Human Rights and
Democratic Movement in China. Zhao was in good health and
spirits, the group said.

Sources say Chinese authorities have barred Zhao from
receiving visitors as punishment for his appeal last month to
the party leadership to review the 1989 pro-democracy protests.

100 infected with AIDS in Vietnam: a:
least 100 people have been infected with AIDS in Vietnam after
undergoing transfusions using blood from HIV positive donors,
an official said {estcrda}r, AFP reports from Hanoi.

About 200 blood donors carrying the human deficiency virus
(HIV), which can lead to acquired immune deficienc me
(AIDS) were detected across the country, said Do Trung Phan,
head of the Health Minister's Haemotology and Blood
Transfusion Institute.

Official figures suggest at least 8,000

sitive for HIV, although the figure could

gher, Phan said.

US defers move for more

sanctions against Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 17:
The United States on Frida

stponed a move in the Ul¥
ecurity Council formally
pressing for the imposition of
additional sanctions against
Iraq, reports AFP.

Western diplomats said that
the US and British delegations
on Friday decided to hold fur-
ther informal consultations, af-

ter Russia called for a compro-
mise.

"We are ready to compro-
mise,” Yuri Fedotov, the num-
ber two at the Russian mission
to the United Nations told re-
porters.

But he made it clear that his
delegation was opposed to the
US plans for "the immediate ac-
t.ivatlign of tl:chamllctinns“fwhlch
would punish Iraqi officials
linked to the coun q'a military
establishment for denying ac-
cess to UN arms ins s,

British Ambassador Sir John
Weston, whose countra is the

geeuple have tested
up to 100 times

curity Council.

tions were toughened.
since 1990 following

arms inspectors
has fully dismantled
weapons of mass destruction.

The UN Security
threatened in June to im
the additional measures i

Baghdad was continuing
deny access to Iraqi sites.
ome counci

main co-sponsor of a US draft delegation with ammunition to
resolution, also signalled that press for the adoption of the
he was prepared to hold further additional sanctions.

— AP/UNB photo |

. "Up to now: there-have

consultations before presenting
the text to the 15-member Se-

Council diplomats are insist-
ing on the need for a unified
approach in dealing with Iraq,
which on Thursday threatened
to cut off all cooperation with

the United Nations if the sanc-

Iraq has been under an in-
ternational sanctions regime
the inva-
sion of Kuwait. The oil embargo
can only be lifted when UN
that Iriith

8

Council
se
UN
Special Commission chairman
Richard Butler reported that
to

diplomats
feared that the Iragi threat on

Thursday would provide the US

BRAZZAVILLE, Oct 18: Gen
Denis Samu-HFucm. making
his first public appearance
since declaring victory in Re-
public of Congo's civil war, has
called for a government of na-
tional unity while his soldiers
looted this war-ravaged capital,

with a hero's welcome Friday in
his hometown of Oyo, 250 miles
(400-km) to the northeast of
Brazzaville, where he sipped
celebratory champagne and
vowed to bm:.ﬁ peace after four
months of civil war.

“We are going to offer Con-

se people national reconcil-
ation,” the former military
dictator said at a press confer-
ence. "Congolese people must
ha\r:: peace gain in their coun-

i H:d .lT:d hri wnu;d begin meet-
ng itical grou “on
forming a E)‘oad nntlonaf' unity

government.

Though he kept details of his
plans to a minimum, he also
pledged to work with the inter-
national community and the
United Nations, suggesting
Gabonese President Omar

— his son-in-law — as a
lator.

He also vowed to make end-
ing the fighting between Repub-
lic of 's warring militias a

top rity.
’I%:b blic of Congo bor-

ders the far larger Congo, for-
merly Zaire, Brazzaville is
located just across a river from
the Congo's capital, Kinshasa.
In Brazzaville, things were
less than peaceful. ile the
ﬂghu‘lﬁethat has wracked this
river city has ended, some
of Sassou-Nguesso's Cobra mili-
tia were f)lundertng whatever

man ?Tﬁ" A -1 mb'ii::"
Y O em in 8,
loaded trucks ﬂﬁ: chg ators
and televisions, carried heavy

International.

New Congo leader calls for
govt of national unity

sacks of food or shed

wheelbarrows ﬂﬂ‘:s with their

spoils.
In front of the presidential

palace, once the home of Presi-
dent Pascal Lissouba, soldiers
wcr:rrﬁiling oods into trucks.

is is the home of the peo-
ple. this is not his house," a
soldier said before ordering
visitors to leave.

The Cobras, who marched
into the capital Wednesday and
claimed control of the country,
have acknowledged the looting
but blamed it on Lissouba,
whose whereabouts were un-
known, and said they would
ntoP it.

For five years Lissouba
didn't invest one cent in the
country,” Jean-Marie Tassoua,
a top Cobra commander, told

rters.

After four months of fight-
ing, the city centre was a waste-
land, block after block of de-
stroyed buildings and rubbile.

Pakistan urges India to
talk on Kashmir issue

ISLAMABAD, Oct 18: Pak-
istan today urged India to agree
to substantive discussions on
the thorny Kashmir dispute in
order to put the bilateral dia-
E%m back on track, reports

India can show "sincerity of
purpose” by accepting that "all
outstanding issues on the
agenda be dealt with specifically
and substantively,” a foreign
ministry spokesman told a
press bri g

New Delhi "is stuck” where it
was, the spokesman said, refer-
ring to obstacles arising from
Indian unwillingness to set up a
oint committee to tackle

mir, the principal source of
tensions between the neigh-
bours.

At the second round of for-
eign sec -level talks in Is-
lamabad in June the two sides

had set an eight-point agenda,
including peace and security,
the Jammu and Kashmir state,
as well as confidence-building
measures.

It was also between
them to set up joint workin
groups” to discuss the identifi
topics. .

Pakistan says India is un-
wi to go ahead with the es-
tablishment of the agreed
mechanism to thrash out the
Kashmir dispute, which has

two of the three wars
between the two countries since
their in 1947,

The
lateral -
ing three sessions between their
| secretaries in New Delhi
and Islamabad. have so
far failed to fix a date for a

fourth meeting.

Queen Elizabeth
awards MBE to
2 in India

CHENNAI, Oct 18: Queen
Elizabeth-11 today invested a
British social worker and an In-
dian official working in the
British High Commission at
Chennai with awards of 'Mem-
bers of the British Empire
(MBE)', at alglflwatc ceremony

here, rl.-E:vru

The British renowned social
and health worker, Sylvia
Wright and the official, Rajaram
Venugopal. were the proud re-
cipients of the award, under the
civil division of ‘the most excel-
lent order of the British empire’,
instituted in 1917.

The Queen invested these
honours at the official residence
of the British Deputy High
Commissioner for Southern In-
dian, Sidney Palmer, before
leaving for London, winding up
her week-long visit to the

;ﬁrii:.ain's Queen Elizabeth II watches an Indian woman draw water with the aid of a hand-

pump during her visit to a mini colony in Cochin Friday. The mini colony is part of an

urban poverty alleviation project funded by British aid.

— AP/UNB photo

A senior minister says

Gujral go

NEW DELHI, Oct 18: The gov-
ernment of Indian Prime Min-
ister Inder Kumar Gujral is not
under threat despite quarrels
within his multi-party coali-
tion, a senior minister said to-
day, reports AFP.

S R Bommai, who holds a
cabinet portfolio, said the
United Front coalition would
last its full five-year term be-
cause none of its ers or al-
lies are keen to face fresh gen-
eral elections.

“The government will con-
tinue as parties, including the
Congress (I). are not prepared
for mid-term elections in the
country right now," Bommai
told members of his Janata Dal
Party, the front's largest com-

The Congress, which keeps
E:jral'l]'il coalition afloat with

parliamentary support, in
recent days has expressed dis-
comiort with the government's
policies.

Bommai's assurance to his
centrist party came a day after a
senior communist minister of
the front brought his quarrels
with Gujral out in the o and
threatened to walk out {rom the
six-month-old government.

ture Minister Chatu-
ranan Mishra withdrew his
threat late Friday night after
the prime minister denied criti-
cising the veteran communist
leader in comments to newspa-

vt not under threat

Mishra, one of two commu-
nists in the centre left front,
told Gujral that he was willing
to step down over press reports
that the government was un-
happy that his ministry was
slow in spending ;

The agriculture ministry is
considered an important de-
partment in a country where
around three quarters of the
960-million population live in
rural areas.

The CPI, which op Gu-

jral's decision to adopt free-

market policies, today said it

would discuss the incident at
party leadership meeting next
week. :

SANTA CLARA, Oct 18: As
Cuba laid to rest Ernesto "Che"
Guevara 30 years after his
death, Fidel Castro invoked the
memory of the revolutio
hero in a call to aid the move-
ment both men helped create,
reports AP.

Speaking Friday to thou-

gathered before Guevara's
new mausoleum, Castro called
Guevara and the comrades who
died with him "a detachment of
invincible fighters... who have
arrived to fight alongside us.”

Cannons thundered a 21-gun
salute, air raid sirens screamed
across the le of Cuba and
children sang to honour Gue-
vara and six men who died with
him in an ill-fated attempt to

spark a t uprising in Bo-
livia in fﬂﬁ‘?.

Despite the failure of that
revolt, Guevara has become a
obal symbol of rebellion, his

ace emblazoned on T-shirts

and flown on flags by leftists

and rebels the world.
"Why did they think that by

killing him, he would cease to

exist as a fighter?" Castro said.
"Today he is in every place,

wherever there is a just cause to

"Che Guevara laid to re

defend.”

The ceremony capped a
week-long celebration of Gue-
vara's memory in this city of
about 220,000 people, some 180
miles east of Havana.

Guevara captured the city in
December 1958, dicta-
tor Fulgencio Batista into exile
an:laf:ving the way for Castro
to power in Cuba.

"Che is and winning
more battles than ever,” Castro
proclaimed, standing beneath a

ant bronze statue of Che in
ttle fatigues.

International support for
Cuba has rallied around the
symbol of "Che,”" and Cuba is
urging its own people to emulate
the socialist self-sacrifice Gue-
vara espoused to work harder
and more efficiently to revive a
moribund econo and ease

the pressure of US economic
_ sanctions.

“Thank you for to re-
inforce us in this t bat-
tle, which we are to save
the ideas, to save revolu-
tion, the country and the con-

quests of socialism,” Castro
said. :

The remains of Guevara and

= - ——

st in Cuba )

his six comrades arrived in
small wooden caskets aboard
trailers towed by green Russian
jecg:]._lTh rested before the
Cu ]ﬂgl'ﬂﬂ he spoke.

Soldiers, students and civil-
ian militiamen paraded past
the mauauleum—ﬂhp reviewing
stand, where Castro was ac-
companied by his brother, Vice
President ul Castro, and
other top officials.

More than 100,000 people
filed past Guevara's remains in
a local li on Wednesday
and Thursday. The vast lines
snaking through the narrow
streets were serenaded by songs
honouring Guevara.

While much of the crowd was
organised by local unions and
Communist Party social

gruug:.mth: affection for Gue-
vara seemed unforced.

"l ike him very much,” said
8-year-old Aretia Rodriguez,
standing about seven blocks
back in the line Thursday
night. "He was honest, deter-
mined, brave, He fought a lot for
our liberty."

"l came here three times be-
cause [ want to. It is the least we

can do," said Gladys Castro, a
ET-yfar—nld housewife. )

Ayodhya demolition case
Hearing
adjourned
till Nov 1

LUCKNOW, Oct 18. The des-
ignated CBI court here Friday
adjourned the hearing of the
Ayodhya demolition case until

ovember 1 for framing of
charges against 49 accused, in-
cluding BJP leader L K Advani
and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Kalyan Singh, reports PTI.

Lawyers for the accused told
the special judge, JP Srivas-
tava, that since their clients
had to come from different
places, it was not possibie to en-
sure their presence in the court
in a#::h as time.

ey up‘:)ooed the CBI objec-
tion to the long adjnummgnt{

The judge had ordered
framing of charges against the
accused after havin
their prima facie involvement
in the conspiracy to demolish
the disputed structure at Ayod-
hya on December 6, 1992.

He had asked the accused to
be personally present in the
court during today’s hearing.

The accused also included
B.JP Vice President, Rajmata Vi-
jay Raje Scindia. Dr M M Joshi
and the Shiv Sena chief Bal
Thackeray.

Fourteen accused includin
Kalyan Singh, Advani an
Thackeray., had been granted
exemption from their personal
appearances. Altogether 34 ac-

used were present before the

:pechl Judge. _
India, Pakistan

cut defence
spending

NEW DELHI, Oct 18: Con-
trary to Western claims that In-
dia and Pakistan are in an
nrm.hrm.‘;ﬁ both Im. have
cut their ence s over
the last decade, a nﬂiitnr;}'g ana-
lyst said Friday, reports AP.

India cut its military
5 measured as a share
of the gross domestic product,
b‘g%l r cent from 1988 to
1 . Over the same period,
Pakistan b;:ztiucecl militar
s r cent, s
Jm}?gn‘h dil:':cinr of the
fnvernmcntv:ponmred insti-
ute for Defence Studies and

in New Delhi.

Indian military
ranged from 2.5 to 3 per cent of
GDP in the last decade, Pak-
istan’s 5 to 7.5 per cent, he said.

Both nations have launched
reforms to improve their
economies and spend more
money on improving health,
education am:ﬂnfrn&tructure
u:il.lringi this period. he said.
'll'hey 80 have been emphasiz-
ng programmes to cut troops,
he said his institute's
annual study, The Asian
Strategic Review.

diture

Koft Annan seeks

advice
Nobel laureates

UNITED NATIONS. Oect 18:

Seeking to tap the world's to
talents, -General l‘[oﬂ
Annan has all living No-

bel prize-winners if he might
sometimes consult them for
"advice and ideas,” the UN said
on Friday, reports Reuter.

Annan sent letters to laure-
ates who won the prize in their
personal capacities, UN

esman Fred Eckhard said.

s excludes the few instances
where the was awarded to
organisations rather than in-
dividuals.

This year's Nobel laureates,
whose names have been an-
nounced only in the past few
days. are also being ap-
proached, as will future win-
ners

In his letter, Annan said he
hoped the United Nations would
be able to "draw upon the great
intellectual resources per-
sonally and collecti repre-
sent.”

"As we approach the turn of
the mmgfe it is abundantly
clear that many challenges
facing humanity require new
and innovative strategies,” he
wrote.,

It was also clear the United
Nations could not fulfill the re-
sponsibilities set out in its
charter alone and needed to
“reach out to a wider circle of
talents than it has customarily
done in its search for global ex-
cellence," he said.

China to stop
selling anti-ship

missiles to Iran

WASHINGTON, Oct 18:
China has promised the United
States it will stop sel anti-
ship cruise missiles to Iran, a
senior US official said Friday,
reports AP.

The pledge came in a
two weeks ago between Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Al-
bright and Chinese Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen at a
United Nations thering in
New York, the official said,
speaking on condition of

anonymity.
State Department
spokesman James, P Rubin said

right brought the matter u
with Qian, as she has in aﬁ
their encounters le up the
Oct, 29 summit here between
President Bill Clinton and
China's President Ji Zemin.

"Secreta Albright has
raised in all her meetings with

the Chinese forei minister
our deep concerns

of conventional wea
cruise missiles to Iran”", Rubin
said. "] hﬂr,'“ no comment on his

t the sale
pons and

hina also has in
rinciple to halt

assistin
ran's nuclear programme

though the details of that ar:
rangement are still
worked out in

a summit announcement.

being
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found

hopes of making l

A model poses in a black embroidered see-through dress
and matching hat as part of Jacques Fath's 1998 spring-
summer ready-to-wear collection designed by Russian-
American fashion designer Elena Nazaroff and presented

in Paris on Friday. — AP/UNB photo

'Virgin in a condom' stolen

SYDNEY: A statue of the Virgin Mary inside a condom was
stolen from 's Museum of Contemporary Art, less than a
week after a vandal attacked the "Piss Christ” photograph in
Melbourne, AP, ,

The 4.2-inch (10.5-cm) tall statue, "Virgin In A Condom,”
sculpted by British artist Tania Kovats, disappeared Friday
during the museum's busy lunch period about lunch time.

Shaped out of resin and inserted in a real condom, the
artwork had been Ruart of an exhibition addressing links be-
tween Britain and Australia, a museum spokesman said Sat-

urday.

M{meum spokeswoman Cas Bennetto said the statue had
been attracting man mnéplalntl since controversy blew-up over
Andres Serrano’'s "Piss Christ” photo, which was wlthcﬂ'lwn

from display Sunday at the National Gallery of Victoria after a
vandal da it with a hammer. |

“I've received a number of complaints about this work so it's
fair E:ntaiayt that some patrons hart fuulllg it offensive,” she said.

ut in erud:f! se complaints have happened since

the incident in cfbamne and this show h:.lﬂ{nm going since
the 22nd of August.” |

Security at the Museum of Cm;.tigl rary Art had been
tightened: since the w att 'ﬁf%ﬂttfﬂ’.lﬂiﬂ"ﬂ .

would be examined again in Heht of Fridagiheft - |
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- Woman cuts nails aftér 24 yrs!

DALLAS: It took a doctor and a manicurist fust 20 minutes to
.?;'d Lauretta Adams' dream of setting a world record, reports

The 43-year-old woman said she had been growing her
fingernails for 24 years. Last year, when she was interviewed
about her quest to get into the Guinness Book of Records, her
nails ranged from 100 to 128 inches (250 to 325 cm) : :

Since then, some had as long as 160 inches (400 cm),
and the inconvenience had turned to pain. she said. She had
them cut off two weeks ago.

"For about the last year, they'd been h me," Adams told
Dallas-Fort Worth television station KDFW. " des, the world
record holder is a man from India and he has me beat by 76
inches (190cm). I would never have been able to him."

pass :
She said she kept her clippings. but hasn't decided what to do
with them. -

- Rwanda genocide trial =
: ® % :
Former PM indicted
NAIROBI, Oct 18: The Inter- an army of rebel Tutsis.
national Court conducting He led an all-Hutu hard-line

genocide trials after Rwanda's
civili war has indicted former

Prime Minister Jean Kambanda inci the to com-
and three other recently ar- ~“mit acts of . in particu-
rested suspects, it announced lar to kill and cause serious
Friday, reports AFP. bodily harm to Tutsis and mod- -

The International Criminal erate Hutus," he is also accused

Tribunal for Rwanda, which sits .of ha distributed arms arid
in the northern Tanzanian town . amm for use in mas-
of Arusha, named the others in Ssacres.
aatat:mcntrmetvedmg:;mbi B RS L

as former army general Gratien 1 Wednesday, tribunal
Akbiligl, Former army major announced the indictment of
Aloys Ntabakuze, and the for- Georges Roggiu. who is a Bel-
mer Pll‘_cfect of the southern gian who mﬂlﬂm&m
town of Butare, Nsabi- .
mana. i sion Collines, and former

The four, arrested in Kenya

in July. will face charges of ishimwe. ~were

enocide nﬂr:g crimes against rmd-gin - e
manity, statement said. Friday, 27- 5
Pmmﬁ’ nda, 42, was prime sene Shalom Hurrohh, who

minister during the 1994 war Wwas born in Tel Aviv, Israel, and

when Hutu extrémists slaugh- Was a student at the National

tered between 500,000 and
800,000 men, women and chil-
dren before being defeated by

Provision allowing iileg%i

immigrants to stay in
US expires Oct 23

WASHINGTON, Oct 18: The also it is unfair to those
US Congress must again con- who for visas overseas,
front a pressing immigration waiting sometimes for
question next week: to to enter the

country.
"Let's end this ... flimflam

keep letti certain ill im-
. - v that offends all those who re-

migrants pay US dollar 1,000

fines to stay in the United nﬁect our laws and play by
States while seeking legal sta- the rules,” a leading critic, f:'p
tus, reports AP. Dana Rohrabacher, wrote col-
Last month, C ex- leagues this week.
tended a provision letting the
immigrants remain in the coun- But supporters the pro-
try. That reprieve expires vision. first enacted in 1994
Thursday. and su by US President
Thousands of imm ts Bill Clinton, benefits only those
face a difficult decisions: remain llrudyA:lrlhle for legal resi-
here illegally or leave to secure dence. say it doesn't
cards abroad. With the grant filers tial status
application process sometimes over those apply abroad.
taking years, the immigrants The Senate has :pwed a
famnmh period away from permanent extension. But that
family jo{nifllqmmt approval is included in an
United States. m bill that has yet
Critics contend the measure A
fosters illegal i tion and Since C remains far
' ully rewards those who from cunplelg: its npp-m
broke US laws by entering the tions process, another -

country without authorisation

tu-m::.ppp bill is expected
or overstaying their visas. They next :



