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He Spells Out Again

Mincing words is something that perhaps no-
body can say about President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, at least from the records until now.
Throwing light at the heart of darkness with the
zeal of a reformer and the equitiousness that be-
hoves his former office, this chief justice-turned-

president never fights shy of calling a spade a
spade whenever an occasion demands. The moral
guardian of the republic was once_ at his im-
partial and critical best couple of days back while
speaking in an international workshop on elec-
toral law reform.

He could not have summed the psychology of
country’s political leaders more aptly when he said
that the fairness of election today is certified or
censured by a party on the basis of its outcome. If
the result favours a party it is full of encomiums
for the election but the same party has an alto-
gether different opinion when the outcome does
not go its way. This is the fundamental crisis of our
political culture. We can only inexorably march to
chaos and confrontation if the leaders make no at-
tempt to come out of the mindset that a thing is

only good as long as it helps my purpose.
Dwelling on the debate over the use of black

money in elections, Mr. Ahmed observed with his
hard-boiled love for truth: it is thoroughly imma-
terial to talk about the colour of money. The point
is goal of fairness in elections gets lost whenever
more money than what the CEC stipulates for the
contestants is pumped in. The motive then is to buy
votes by making light of voters’ discretion. The is-
sue does not admit of any scope to enter the slip-
gery zone of debate over black or white money.

rossing the mark is an offence enough to provoke
punitive legal measure. Unfortunately the unceas-
ing fountain of wisdom that Mr. Ahmed h;ﬂnm
be has not really come to serve in refo our
political parties. Only the other day the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner lamented the lack of coopera-
tion from the parties regarding electoral reforms.

The president has taken the pains of showin
them the way. The only expression one can thinE
of regarding our politicians’ reaction to the relent-
less urging for reason and good sense is nothing but
crimminal indifference to the weal of the people and
the country.

Will good sense always remain a patented presi-
dential responsibility?

Touch of Vision

World Bank President James D. Wolfensohn's
five-day visit to Bangladesh vyielded him such
first-hand impressions of and insights into the
economy, culture and politics of Bangladesh, reck-
oned by his own parting words, as could rev up own
sluggish image overseas.

ter having utilised nearly the whole of his so-
journ in rural Bangladesh with a side tour of
slums when in the city, Wolfensohn _[Ql'lflﬂd gem qf,
an impression about the so-called poor
Bangladeshis: they have the culfiir®; phice, ap-
plication and will to hold their owrr and presper in
the competitive global scenario reaching swiftly
out to the next millennium. Therefore, like the
Grameen, BRAC and Proshika have found out on
the ground, and several independent studies on
eradication of poverty had deduced earlier on, the
oor do not need charity, they need opportunity.

e WB president’s own words are more emphatic:
'‘people don't want charity, they want a chance.'

Wolfensohn sounded not merely correct but also
visionary when stressing the point before the
Prime Minister that expansion of education and
cultural activity would quicken amelioration of
poverty. His emphasis on the culture of a country
as a catalyst for economic change and on the need
for the World Bank to devolve and be responsive to

criticism are signs of a new direction given to
the role of the Bretton Woods institution.

The annual WB aid package to desh is
likely to increase from Lﬁ: current US million

to US 500 million during the next five years. The
ten-year programme for literacy and nutrition will
enable us to frog-leap into the ?1 st century. But all
this is subject to ‘speedly implementation’ of pro-
jects and 'absorption' of money to be entitled to
more of it.

The World Bank President's visit was rounded
off by meetings with the president of the Republic
and the leader of the opposition Begum Khaleda
Zia. While laying stress on political stability for
sustained economic development, he undersored
the need for long-term 'strategic decisions based
on consensus' for private sector-led growth. It is

not a tall order, if political parties get their vision

right.
A Pat Well-deserved

Here is some heartening performance for a
chan%e. The First Dhaleswari Bridge has been
completed before schedule and is now open to traf-
fic. It has cost substantially less than the sum
earmarked for it. It was wholly funded by our gov-
ernment with no assistance from abroad — not
even technical. Was it a sma{liljub, dischargeable at
will? Not quite. The First Dhaleswari is 262 metres
long and 10 metres wide.

e construction of the Second Dhaleswari, sep-
arated from the First by nnIIv ards, which was
scheduled to be completed in 959 can be commis-
sioned half a year before that, by June '98, said

the First by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Fri-
day. The Prime Minister congratulated and
thanked specially the workers on the project for
their achievement and observed that while a thing
costs more if done in a shortened timeframe, it was

creditable that the workers had, through sheer toil
and dedication, economised on both time and
money.

We cannot help remem the fact that India,

our neighbour, has for decades been a leading
builder of bridges in the world — with their own re-
sources and know-how. And both of us commenced
our journey together in 1947. That the Pakistan
span was for us a bunch of totally wasted years,
there's one more telltale proof of that.

The small bridge achievement will become big if
it can infect all of our national enterprise. The
Dhaleswari bridges will brlng far off Khulna
| nearer to the capital. Dhaka and the whole region

east of the Padma will get a chance in return to
have a second entrepot to serve this area. This
should all be to the good of the nati
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ANGLADESH Planning
BCnmmllllnn has
uced the Draft Fifth

Five Year Plan (DFFYP) for the
m:d 1997-2002 in June 1997.
new government has been

in power for only about 16

months now, and it |is
commendable that it has been

able to reinvigorate the
Planning Commission to
a DFFYP its

vision of the future develop-
ment as well as its electoral
commitments to the le.
Since its publication, there
have been some reports on the

DFFYP. in the Further
the report oL s Panel of
Economists (PoEs) appointed by
the rmment to review the
plan has been submitted re-
cently and a of it has
just been publish in the
newspapers for the benefit of
the general public. It is, there-
fore, an une moment to
assess these documents by an
independent observer and to
Ev: some thoughts on what

of Five Year Plan, if at all
needed, would be appropriate
for the country in the present
context of both the global and
the domestic situations.

The intention here is not to
be nihilistic or totally destruc-
tive of whatever has been ac-
complished but to some re-
flections on the whole concept
and technology of national
economi¢ planning in the
changed socio-eeonomic and
global environment based on
realism and past successes and
fallures of planning. Since 1t is
a vast and Intricate subject,
ml( some ant aspects
will be dealt in this short
article, may be in several in-
stallments. The issues that
will be discussed are : i) Plan-
ning model, ii) uncertainty, {ii)
bu le and the planned

M iv) absence of
- shapes in plan-

mf? v) lack of proper prices
and economic incentives in

plans , vi) planning in a cor-
ru?t vs. normal economy, and
vii) what kind of plan is appro-

priate for desh?
The Implicit

Model of DFFYP

Planning is a systematisa-
tion of diverse, and some-
times conflicting, set of inter-
related economic policies into
a consistent -and coherent
framework to serve the na-
tional goals set by politicians

T is still a muddy street. It
winds through the Phoe-
nix settlement of the
black near Durban and goes
right into a brick platform.
That is what is left of Maha
Gandhi's cottage, called
Sarvodaya. He lived here x
for two years, from 1904t
1906. But this is the place where
he had a l!:l:rlni.ing press to dis-
seminate his protest against the
despotic rule of the white.
ne in the settlement is old
enou to have met or seen
Gandhiji. But they, some 1,000
ple, have heard his name.
hey mention him with the
W. Even the squatters
- though they refuse to t
the 100-acre land, which anﬂ~
hiji had purchased to found an
ashram. South African gov-
ernment has declared the set-
tlement a national monument,
to undo what an inter-
war did : The destruction
of the cot and the printing
press in 1 . The destruction
at least made the squatters and
the thousands of blacks all over
South Africa aware that Gand-

hiji had spent 21 of his
lll% in their muntry}fwa
Probably, a similar t of

gnomme explains the

the black from Prime Minis-
ter Inder Gujral's function at
Pitermaritz railway station.

Gandhiji was thrown out by a

‘white man from the first class

om?artment at this very place
on June 7, 1883. A night at the
waiting room, now a ticket
counter, changed him from an
ordinary barrister to a revolu-
tionary. A plaque reminds the
incident but not his thought
rocess, which made him stay
South Africa and help the
black to stand up to the white.
Gujral had an eye on the fu-
ture. He released the joint
cﬂmmut‘lli:_;ué between India and
South Africa from that very
railway station to link Gandhi-
ji's name with the efforts the
two societies would make to
forge a closer relationship. Over
the years the white rule has de-
liberately ribbed off whatever

_traces Gandhiji had left behind.

Excise stamp

racket at ZIA
Sir, Recently, on my return

Jjourney from Chittagong, while I
was coming out of mestic
Terminal, one youngster fol-
lowed me entreating for hand-
ing him the used Biman Ticket.
I saw other incoming passen-
gers were also be ollowed
similarly. 1 doubted his inten-
tion and asked him what would
be of his benefit? At first, he did
not disclose, but when | in-
sisted, then he gave out that he
had some benefit out of the
used ticket as Excise-Stamp al-
fixed on it as embarkation fee
was still intact and valuable. 1
did not mark it earlier that such
‘'undefaced excise s " could
be craftily reused by the inter-
ested ones.

There must be a strong con-
nection between these used
ticket collectors and the person-
nel responsible to collect em-

barkation fees from the air trav-

elers. For above racket, the gov-
ernment must be | a con-
siderable amount of revenue in
the said manner. So I urge the
Ministry of Finance to issue

mm— me cmme eme cwmee s

A Five Year Plan, which is a plan for an intermediate period of five years, originates from a Perspective
Plan of 20 or 25 years which gives a broader vision envisaged for such a lc Derioc
for a specified period. There are economy. As far as the internal  can do much better than these so-called plans with all
two kinds of planning models:  consistency of the DFFYP is the blame for others' poor wor certainty calculations has had
Consisten odel and Opti-  concerned. the PoEs have done by insisting on doing quality  disastrous consequences. Take
mising el. The former tries  a good job by pointing out some work which may take t:Il:m er the example of First Five
to ensure the internal consis- inconsistencies in it. Witness time, effort and resources. t Year Plan of Bangladesh
te of all the policies envis- how strongly the PoEs have anners should do is to set (FFYP). The country's best tal-

in a plan while the latter
sets out with an objective like

the maximisation of income
growth with or without some
measure of equity or income
redistribution over a period of
time subject to all the
relevant constraints poli-
cies and resources etc. Usually,
a Five Year Plan, which is a
plan for an intermediate od
of five years, originates m a
Perspective Plan of 20 or 25
years which gives a broader vi-

sion envisaged for such a
longer period. '
or Bangladesh, one would

have thought that if the politi-
cians were serious about na-
tional development, then a na-
tional consensus t to have
been reached among those rep-
resented in the Parliament on
m Perspective Plan so that

ve governunents would
be glalaﬁc—bmnd to implement
its broad framework and would
not deviate from it. Inter-gov-
ernmental disagreements on
national economic policies
would then have diminished
substantially. The economy
would then be on a reasonably

Tu.dgrmh th. Strategies
o dmlnpm:lm in the inter-

mediate periods could have
been diflerent but the longer pe-
riod objectives would have re-
mained the same. One doesn't
see any [ramework of such a

Perspective.
ﬁcan in the DFFYP

However, alth it hasn't
been . mentioned ly, the
conceptual framework
in the DFFYP is an old 1950s-
1960s vintage Consistency
Model, and not the more
advanced Optimizing Model.
Nevertheless, it is not a major
criticism of the DFYYP since
this writer believes that all
that is needed for Bangladesh
is a simple and well-structured
model the interre-

lated uations and their dy-

ngamm il ects of which can
rously anal in e

urm:lner:tn.rn:lnl:nlu:y'ellj terms so ?hﬂﬂ

people can see their t
amffuturt umuuum

pointed out the visible upward
jumps” in the revenue mobili-
sation in the first year ("a 30 per
cent increase in real terms”)
and investment growth (27 per
cent), ﬁl:jnw "ambitious” the
pro average growth rate
of ;cé:l per cent seem to be in the
background of only 4 per cent
growth rate over the last 15
years, ‘“little prioritising of
policies in terms of their ad-
ministrative implementability
or political feasibility” and ex-
pected regular flow of foreign
aid of 81.5 billion and private

capital of $500 million every
year.

Export growth has been un-
der-rated compared to the rate
it has reach in recent years
in spite of adopting the strat
of export-led growth. By an
large, the DFFYP seemed to
have been more concerned
with giving some projected
quantitative estimates ol crit-
ical variables over the next five
years than with real feasibil-
ity. As far as internal consis-
tency is concerned there is a lot
to be desired.

However, what this writer
wants to emphasise is the point
Efﬂﬂtw tﬁ:t;tjltherc IF no ﬁﬂue in

ng a rate of growth and
the related lnltrungnlal vari-
ables which may not be re-
alised, and even |If realised ,
may not sustained for long.
Such an outlcome generates
frustrations among politicians,
bureaucrats , business people
and intelligentsia and
distrust about the entire eco-
nomics profession for wrong
reasons. Economics profession

INSIGRHT
by

‘ Kabir U Ahmad
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The Draft Fifth Five Year Plan

but feasible with
considerable flexibility to ma-
noevre the instrumental vari-
ah'licl whlr:r!:edn?n be realised
and sustai or -
riod. If the mnnmympu‘turm.pc
better than what is targetted, it
is a bonus to the :

But these should be
better than what the market
would otherwise produce with-
out a plan. If the outcomes are
better than what the market
can produce, then the Planning
Commission doesn't justify its
existence. The final point that
one would like to raise is that
there is hardly any emphasis

o

I

on sustainability in DFFYP,
One cannot exercise too much
pressure on the national re-
sources to grow too fast too
soon, because it depletes the
exhaustible resources and de-
stroys the environment too
soon. What too fast also
declines too [ast. The example
of Thal economy should serve
as an eye-opener. [t would,
therefore, be wise for
Ean%adcuh to grow at a rea-
sona high but sustainable
rate of about 6 per cent or so
per year for a couple of decades.
At that rate it can triple its per
capita income in two decades.

Uncertainty

What is most surprising is to
see that not a single plan either
in Bangladesh or in its l[ormer
partner Pakistan has laid an
emphasis on uncertainty. Aﬁ
analyses in all plans are in cer-
tainty terms as if the world has
never seen anything risky or
uncertain. The launching of

ents

tics were gathered

into a h organisation.

tproducnda
year which was the best record

of production performance for

any planning commission in

this sub-continent. What hap-

then?

In less than a year of its offi-
the FFYP had to
because the sit-
uations both inside and outside
became uncontrol-
lable and all the tai'lan calcula-
ly irrelevant

in the face of the internal and
commodity price

cial launc
be a

the country
tions became to

external

boomn. No one had

that such a commodity price
boom would occur with qua-
drupling of oil price and a
S at home to
boot. at is su to see
in the DFFYP mmmtﬂimatu
of some realisation of the

famine situation

FFYP which was abandoned.

However, when one talks of
in Bangladesh
economy, one has to take a
broader view to include politi-
natural
calamities and the normal sta-
non-re-

uncertainty

cal uncertainty,

tistical uncertainty or
alisation of expected
tion and prices or of contrac-

tual delivery of goods and ser-

vices, revenues, exports and

consumption demand etc. i
there is a deep uncertainty
peace in the
ry. then no amount of so-
phisticated planning can res-
cue the economy from its disas-
trous consequences. In.such a

about political
count

situation, it is a waste .of time
and effort to design a plan.
Politicians should concentrate

on resolvi the litical -
flict first. s pe con

Otherwise, devel
plan

t of a

ignoring the mgc
political conflicts would simply

reduce the plan calculations to
some useless data. But if a
plan is in the process of im-
plementation and some politi-

cal conflicts develop unexpect-
edly, then the best attempt of

Strengthening the Weak

s
Much will depend on the political parties which have to take up the cause of South Africa vigorously. They
alone can strengthen the weak. Otherwise, the seeds which Gandhiji had sown and which should be

b?:nn‘ﬁuum,wpwm
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‘The Tolstoy Farn, near Jo-
' retrieved

from wilderness. It was the i;. Al

place where Gandhiji trained
satyagrahis and put up their
families. It is located deep in
the countryside. It could be an-
other Wardha or Sevagram,
hewn from villages where
Gandhi would say the lived.
India will help build at It&:iﬁ
place oon.n%c industries, whic
e M il L
the industry as is

the white.

“The Tolstoy Farm strength-
ens the weak.” These words of
Gandhiji have been embossed
on a ue, affixed on a newly-
built at a place which is
otherwise neglected. India’'s all
assistance to rebuild the farm,
Gujral said, will serve as a

between the Africans and
Indians. He visited all the
laces which were hollowed by
andhiji's presence. The prime
minister's tour was, indeed, a

il e.
g gll:ll'::t%)'n point was his visit

to the prison where Gandhiji
was detained. The prime minis-
ter, deeply moved and emotion-
ally overwhelmed, promised:
"On behalf of the nation we
::_lsﬂhuﬂwayn reg:l:mher himf

. message 0
truth and tuality, the mes-
sage of oneness of man, of re-
sisting of all evil. of equality
and social justice." I wonder
how Gujral would redeem his
promise in India where com-
munalism and casteism are in-
creasing and disparities widen-

. His own government is that
of contradictory forces.

But there is no doubt that
during his five-day stay, the
longest period any Indian
prime minister has ever spent
in Africa, Gujral has been able
to retrieve a bit of ground which
the white usu when Gand-
hiji left South Africa for India.
He has been able to revive some

Kuldip Nayar writes fram New Delki

. faith in the means, not the end.

And as Gandhiji pointed out :
"Wrong means not lead to
right results.”

Gujral's or. for that matter,
India's predicament is how to
refurbish Gandhiji's i e —
his ﬁ;nmbuu:fn d;ﬂamnwardu t-
ing the spirit
the black — without Heww
coming into the picture. The

uth is impressed

the west and its values. The
white may tolerate his name
fatiee Althoser i anartietd
ustice. Althou e a
as been officially abolished,
the black has only fringe jobs
and practically no contact with
the white. Can a government-
to-government level relation-
ship fill the hiatus? And the ab-
sence of contaet till three, four
m o, when South Africa
and re-established
diplomatic relations with In-
dia, has accumulated dust on
what Gandhiji fought for while
resis the white op on.

President Nelson Mandela .

sees the point. He told Gujral
many a time that it was Gand-
hiji who initiated the move-
ment st the colour preju-
dice and the white domination
even before his own country's
independence. | felt that he ad-
mired Jawaharlal Nehru more
than Gandhiji because it was
the former who relentlessly
took up the matter even one

ar before ce at the

t Asian conference and then
pursued it through the Com-
monwealth fromm where South
Africa was turned out. That

may have been the beginning of
the dismantling of apartheid.
M{lj Aﬁ-i;:an ud;rs. ll’}?:luﬁ
i epuly president ano
lldlgekl and foreign minister Al-
fred Nzu. who recalls India's
help in opening in New Delhi
the first office of the ruling
African National Congress
(ANC), appreciate this. ey.
indebted to India, do admit that
the youth is generally unaware
of Gandhiji or the
played to challenge the white
when were entrenched. The
west and its culture has been
able to crowd out most of the
memory of all that Gandhiji did
from the minds of young
Africans. India appears to have
shrunk to the population of In-
dia origin.
The white, who still control
the burea and business.
have neither forgiven New

Delhi nor for%uttl:n the role it
pus

played in ing them out of

. They are the real vested
gt ts coming in the way of
close relations ween South

Africa and India. They are sab-
otaging business deals and
slowing down the process of
friendship, which the black
leaders in South Africa are very
much keen on having as they
indicated during the speeches in
n:s})onsc to Gujral's.
think that even after inde-
ndence of South Africa, New
lhi has allowed other coun-
tries to go ahead because of in-
ertia. Gujral is the first E;-lmc
minister to visit South Africa
after its freedom. That has itself
taken four years. In the mean-

art he-

— =
necessary instruction to the and carry on for hours together. Ah ectrici
Ministry "of Civil Aviation for In each batch, there are hardl electricity!
protecting revenue from 10 students from Sylhet itself Sir. Last fifteen months of

such pilferage and without de-
lay. Ministers of both the min-
istries are matured individuals
and each of them are known as
bureaucrats of good caliber. So
I expected, the ministers should
have plugged such revenue
i;:m and pilferage much ear-
er.

A R Choudhury
Uttara, Dhaka

Holiday pangs

Sir, I am a student of Sylhet
Medical C . and am writing
on behalf of my fellow class-
mates. | would like to draw the
attention of the persons con-
cerned regarding our class
schedule. classes used to
be held from 8:00 am to 2:00
pm with as weekly holi-
d:{. But now they are being
held from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
with twu-du_&bruk (Friday and
Saturday). The duration of the
classes are too long and it is
difficult for us to concentrate

the rest are from Dhaka, Chit-
tagong or elsewhere. For stu-
dents like us — who are not
from Sylhet — is far more in-
C ent.

Firstly, the class timing is
very tiresome (9.00 am-5:00
pm) and secondly, two-da
weekly holiday is somewhat dull
because most of us do not have
any friends, relatives residing in
Sylhet. We are wasting one full
day of a week doing abso-
lutely nothing. The new time
schedule is not only affecting
the students it is also effecting
the doctors and patients those
who come for check-ups and
operations.

At this stage, we would like
to request the authority con-
ce to look into the matter
at the earliest possible time and
::l;dme thginﬂng as before

ve us the opportunity of
doing good results. 1

Ayesha m}h'ur

living suggest as if we are livi
in a aeval Dhaka. The en
of the 20th century has brought
us to an end of modern facili-
ties, civic amenities and eco-
nomic development.

We have a lot of fun fares,
celebrations, joys and merri-
ments but would it be wrong to
say that the state of the gov-
ernment is not people? Are
the leaders inefficient, incompe-
tent or are they overconfident
and overwhelm with their re-
turn to power long after twenty-
one years?

We want to hear no and
we do not want to listen any
more promises. We want elec-
tricity right from tonight. We do
no longer like to live in the
darkness of Middle Age of the
20th century. X

Would the Ministry of En-
ergy and Ministerial Resources,

, and DESA kindly respond

timely?
O H Kabir

6, Hare Street,
Warl, Dhaka-1203

in economics and statis-

professions
together after independence
and the Planning Commission

in less than a

n. caeg sus paan oo APired, elite
hile. i '
e Sooty Aieh bk B

liel

e —— T —

the planners would be to
how the basic core of the plan
activities could be protected
and continued. As for the natu-
ral calamities, plan should in-
corporale some resources to
mitigaie the effects of such
l‘:vtnlli mﬁlhe economy aiul the
people. Disaster management
should be an essential II.-r|::arl. of
the national economic plan in a
country like Bangladesh. That
is the only practical way this
risk can be taken care of.

When it comes to normal
risk calculations of any eco-
nomic activity like exports,
imports. balance of pa ts,
revenue collections, industrial
growth, project completions
and maintenance of lev-
els etc.. planners Id at
least give some estimates of
confidence levels of realisa-

would at
least know within what per-
centage of errors these plan
tions are to be
sed. What would be more
useful for the and the
active participants and eco-
nomic analysts is to a
revision and the regf:timdp#
justments of various critical
insirumental variables for
meeting the plan targets. There
are various alternative adjust-
ment possibilities exist in such
a situation. If a sufficiently

flexible computable plannin
model can ge dmlol;ed amf

in the ensuing liberalised
market so that the do-
mestic economy can adjust its-

sition quickly. . e
ustment is. of course, a politi-
cal decision but the

" best al-
ternative. There is a lot of hard
and sophisticated technical
work involved which need to be
done continuously rather than
once in a five-year period.

Next week, the writer analy-
ses more on the subject.

do so because the lurking im-
pression among the black is
that Indians, too, prefer the
white? Gandhi's example was
long time back. The west-in-
in India has to

cen iglm  that it t.s0. The blag
i ﬂfprc %’ oy ' ! kel !' Se p-lEl- ta
to go all out 'td give ecoriomic ' r nation on t
assistance, There 'i§ somie tft' ﬂ& in New t-

visible towards the Americans.

They are ina way to
theqmnu'y ch, ﬂgy‘ mﬁm |
is the key to the rest of the

African continent. Even China
is trying to loit the pro-Asia
sentiment in heav-
ily in different tie-ups. Com-
para , India has little to
invest, alt ?1 ad n of
top industrialists visiting
South Africa gt the time of Gu-

jral's tour, has discussed joint

ventures. k

| ngn;thﬂﬂl. Sﬂm:?y Africa
can rought closer by devel-
oping ties in other fields. Is In-
dia or, for that matter, the peo-

" ple in thccnuntrya;e:'ﬂllngtn

OPINION

sell and at the places where In-
dians live in South Africa.
There is hardly any African-
Indian marria¢. . But black-
white €5 are common.
Gujral's visit has not pro-
vided answers to these ques-
tions. tl.ltmcm;lld He h:l:l -
pared gro on ch a
new structure of friendshi
solidarity
will
ties
cause of South Africa vigor-
ously. They alone can
the weak. Otherwise, .
the seeds which Gandhiji had _
sown and which should be bear- -
ing fruit now, may go waste. '

-

"Man Cannot Live by
| -Bregd-Alone"

In these troubled times, we
appear to have lost our sense of
direction. We no longer have a
clear concept of what con-
tributes to our happinéss or
otherwise. Under these circum-
stances, Mr K A Hossain's arti-

cle "Man Cannot Live Bread
Alone” which a in The
Star of 2 August' 97,

can be considered to be a timely
reminder of an lmhrtant as-
pect of our nature we aﬁ
pear to be forgetting. the need
man to pray, which the
philosophers have called "a
cruel thirst for worship”.

Prayer is perhaps the best
remedy available to us for
man's chronic unhappiness
which originates from his iso-
lation from Nature. When man
became aware of dcnhimnclf 'I.::cf I;i_l
seperate unique identity, -
fectively isolated hlmzlf from
Nature, and from his God. He
fell out of steps with the rhythm
of the life of this planet of
which he is a part, of the
rhythm of ebb and tide, of
summer and winter. The result-
In% persistant need for unity, |
believe, is the spiritual thirst
that Mr Hossain has referred to.
Man, the errant child of Nature,
made matters worse by believ-
ing that all would be set right by
praying at the alter of progress.

requisite for any form of
prayer is a firm belief in a God
whom most of us have not EIJE

to know. Hence for
MMM@M

fore the state of mind can be
reached in which prayer truely

peace.
riences of a life-time

have taught us to trust our
thinking and our instincts.
Therefore, it is only natural
that these form our initial guide
as we begin our inward journey.
Our contemplations will in-
variably lead us to a t from
where the whole creation.
and its enevitable extinction,
will appear to us to be no more
than a momentary disturbance

quiet of the evening, -
nally the relentless seeking of™

uinely good or
been known to
efforts made
goal have always been worth-
while.

in the timeless -stillness of
space. The brilliance of Voitaire
and the greatness of Einstain -
end with the death of the uni-

versity, in endless darkness: as

will all our love, hopes and as-
pirations. | B

Such are the unassailable
truths, ap tly filled with
g:lpair_ ich must form the

-rocks of the path that we
must cross to reach the ;

of faith that can withstand

storms that will lash at its

our rt and our mind

tuln:!t.édﬂly. unannounced,
unexpected but much welcomed;
faith comes to our doors. Be-
lated, it seems to us, for have we

not been ;:-anlng since hn‘ to
receive the honoured guest,
adorning our humble abode
with love, charity and a lnmﬂ
for the eternal? Have we

Achieving anything gen- -
hm“ﬂl'
tuw:r.d.: ‘such a



