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When a city comes under the
deadweight ol over-population.
it seeks relief in a number of
alternatives. It either seeks re-
prieve through an overhead
network of express ways or %_!I-

or goes underground. The
third alternative is building
satellite towns around the city.
All these alternatives could be
adopted together. But the over-
riding question is one of eco-
nomics: where will the money
come from.

In spite of the question of
economics, the issue of satellite
towns for early dispersal of

ple away from the metropo-

s has assumed great urgency.
In the opinion of knowledge-
able quarters, Dhaka city prin-
cipally should be the workplace
and the suburban belt the living
space with efficient transport
system. There will be other
benefits. The pressure on hous-
ing and transport will ease off
in the city as its pollution level
falls. It may also make a robust
economic sense in terms of
monetary savings for the city
dwellers. :

In the above context. it is
heartening news that the Min-
ister for Public Works and
Housing has directed the Rajd-
hani Unnayan Kartripakkha
(Rajuk] to take steps for imple-
mentation of the Purbachal
Housing Project. The project is
to be built on 2200 acres under
Narayanganj district and 800

10000 Ban

as yet as offices in Saudi Arabia
were closed for weekend holi-
days on Thursday and Frld:&.
He expressed the hope that
once the overstayers have ob-
taing legta}}]_JL papers and have re-
to the Saudi passport au-
E?:I::triUES* they normally should
not have to worry. They are ac-
cepted as persons ready to leave
Saudi Arabia. "Their only con-
cern would be how to avall a
flight or a sea transport to go
back home."

The Saudi government has
also arranged transit facilities
for the large number of illegal
foreign workers in Jeddah. Ille-
gal workers from India, Pak-
istann, Sudan, the Philippines
and Egypt, whose numbers are
even more than that of the
Bangladeshis, are gathering in
that city.

Ambassador Chowdhury
said that the immediate prob-
lem was arranging sufficient
number of flights to carry the
Bangladeshis back. Most of the
overstayers, he said, had air
tickets but sufficient flights of
the Biman or the Saudia were
not available.

Foreign Ministry officials
and diplomatic sources, on
condition anonymity, said that
the time limit for sending back
overstayers required to ex-

tended so that they could avail
transports.

tg customs
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were reportedly being forged N

and sold in Dhaka to the un-
scrupulous importers who
submit the same to the Customs
authorities.

Although such practices are
an 'open secret’ now in the Chit-
tagong Customs House, they are
hardly challenged even by Cus-
toms intelligence officials.

Official sources indicated
that the practice of forgery in
the papers of reconditioned ve-
hicles could be traced out after
txaminlnF the chassis codes of
the vehicles, which are difficult
to change.

A section of customs offi-
cials reportedly collect the
chassis code books on perso
nel interests to 'bargain’' wit
the unscrupulous importers, the
sources noted.

The NBR team during its
visit last week reportedly ad-
vised the Customs authorities
here to take hel
books unofficially before as-
sessment of duties.

Instructions might be issued
shortly to use chassis books of-
ficially before assessment of
duties against imported vehi-
cles, the sources said.

On the other hand, the secu-
rity personnel at the port and
the jetty Customs personnel,
though well aware of the bad
practices in taking delivery of
vehicles from the port's P&F
sheds, hardly follow the proce-
dures to tally the papers with
the actual condition of the ve-

hicles, the sources informed,

Meanw ‘'~ the sources said
that ves' | quarters had be-
come ac.. él to somehow ma-
nipulate taé review re s now
underway. ' from

Pres_ntly, several thousand
imported vehicles are lying
stockpiled at the port shec~

from chassis

We do our piece s0 you can have your peace

. |

Down to Earth
Hopes on Satellite Town

By A S M Nurunnabi

.acres under Gazi district
with the aim of mﬂgnlomn‘
lation pressure on

metropolis.

The proposed project has
many important aspects. It is
the first satellite town project
of .the Rajuk which has been
drawn up after detailed survey.
The salient aspects of the pro-

are that there will be 69 res-
dential plots for multi-storied
houses ¢ 400 acres of
land, 86 industrial plots for
?olluunn-frr:: industries, and
26 commercial plots for
banks, shopping complex and
markets. Another 53 s have
been earmarked for recreation
T raie L Mtk petes

n or
outpost, post office, - .

y and

fire service, water su
sewerage system.

It is reported that the total
number o that will be
affected by acquisition of their
lands will not exceed 3000, as
the density of population in the
area is only 4 per acre.
will be taken for the rehabilita-
titsln of the aﬂecft._eg persons, be-
sides payment of due compensa-
tion. 'Fﬁe main attraction of the
project is stated to be that its
implementation will cause
least damage to the natural en-
vironment of the area.

The time frame for the pro-
ject is not yet clear. It is under-

stood that the project could not
be taken up for implementation

A well-informed source said,
"Many of the B are
actually not illegals in the
strict sense. They have come
under one sponsor and then
changed sponsors, which made
them technically illegal for the
time being. Many others are on
free visas which give them the
choice to choose jobs, but at
some point of time as now, they
may be without an employer,
thus falling in the category of
an illegal or an overstayer.
However, there are of course
some who may be staying with-
out valid papers.”

The exact number of
Bangladeshis working in Saudi
Arabia, the bulk of whom are
workers could not be known.
However, acco to several
sources, there are five
and seven lakh B adeshis.
Of Saudi Arabia's to -
tion of 18 million, six million
are estimated to be foreign
workers.

Rival AL factions
clash over meeting

venue at Sunamganj

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Oct 17: Two rival
factions of Awami League
staged chase and counter-chase
over holding of a rally at the
same venue at thana
headquarters at the same time
today, called by them earlier.

Ten persons received minor
injuries while the factions, one
led by Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad and the other led
lhz?r Mohibur Rahman Manik

P. exploded at least fift
crackers and charged eac
other. .

The trouble began when
Manik, along with his support-
ers, were going in a procession
towards c?r:nﬂaeu of Tahir
Plaza, the meeting venue at
about 10.30 am. Activists of the
rival faction obstructed them,
resulting in a chase and
counter-chase.

In the afternoon, at-
tempte-tli} agaliln E;ﬁ;capturc" the
venue, but char a again,
Both the groups t=:-;1q:11|:||£I1B‘IPE}4|:?@!Ir crack-
ers

Later, the grou
Manik held a rnl§ at the
remises of Jalalia -Alla
adrasha, S

Tension is prevailing in the

10 yrs jail
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people of Kaliganj and Kapasia
thanas of Gazi ui". and Polash,
Shlhilur and Monchordi thanas
of Narsingdi. Incumbent
gh?i]il;mﬂn I'?*luJ;malpur UP ﬁ
ul Baten ral was among

accused.

After investigation, Follnt
framed charges against 41 peo-
ple of five thanas of the two
neighbouring districts.

¢ judge after examining

~ the witnesses and records found
threé of the accused guilty of
murder and acquitted 39 others.

He also ordered immediate

release of four
Chandra, Nazru

le— it
mgm, Tuiujnia

and Arju Mia — who had been |

Editor : Mahfuz Anam -

detained after the incident.
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during the tenure of the past
governments. One of the rea-
sons for the delay was said to be

the project the
ject area so as to them
complications. And uk has

?eople as compensation for
heir lands acquired for the

Wﬁt.

government has em-
barked on a mass housing
scheme with an aim to resolve

the acute problem of housing.
t

The Purbachal Projec
is as a t step in
that direction. M;L

cause it is located in the city
suburbs. There is no doubt that
considering the enormity and
importance of the project work.
We can stress the point
that the needs be handled
on a priority basis.

There are pessimists who
say that since 1995, we have
seen a mixed bag of govern-
ments where promises and
pledges were . but few were
delivered. In the case of Pur-
bachal satellite town project,
our fond hope is that the
promise of due implementation
of the {)l'oject. as made by the

resent government, 1 be
lled with all expedition.

BSF team in

Cox’s Bazar

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 17: The
eight-member delegation of the
Indian Border Security Force
(BSF), led by its Director Gen-
eral AK Tandon, arrived here

’l{c F delegation, which
has been border talks
with BDR officials since

Wednesday, will return to the
capifal tomorrow.

Ershad meets
Kissinger, Baker,
Christopher

Jatiya Party Chairman HM

E tely met three
fmﬂ%n{m

— Henry A Kiss
Baker and Warren Christopher
— in Houston on Thursday, re-
ports UNB.

Ershad is now in the USA to
attend an international semi-
nar on US foreign ar-
ranged by James Baker Insti-

Many a leader from across
the world including ex-presi-

dents George Bush and
Gobachev attended the seminar.
A JP press release said Er-
ﬁmaerMdmw on
ursday night and sta
for three:days to meet y

leaders and workers living in
the US. >

CU Shibir
~ leader held

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 17: A
leader of the Islami Chhatra
Shibir was arrested this

evening from' Chi Uni-
versity campus in connection
with m case

Campus sources said some
activists of Shibir staged
demonstration on the c

Bll'?t?ting lheal arrest of Nasir
an, ener ucretar}r
-Shibir, éJ unit. ! ot

CHT

, From Page 1

process in the CHT."
Tunungthtn development ac-
tivities in the country, Hasina
said of the commu-
nication network is a major
factor for economic develop-
' ent of commu-
e:unz::l for the

's progress, added.

About the local government
system, Hasina said the gov-
ernment has taken steps to run
the wards and villages by
elected . representatives for
overall development of the ru-

ral areas.
- t has decided
tivities of the rural areas by de-
veloping a local -
m:nmtem. she said and
men a government
m '‘Adarsha Gram
for which Tk 360

crore has allocated.

The meeting was also ad-

dressed by Communications
Minister Anwar Hossain Manju

them a chance ... education
... healthcare ...°

Wulfenu;lhn has directed a
change in the Bank philosophy
in the two and a half years.
He told the press conference

| that the institution had now

t criti-
lons

matured enough to
cism, and then c

. James *

the

or policies accordingly.

Referring to the Bank's
thrust on curbing corruption,
he said it was ready to help
Bangladesh reform its public
administration and financial
sector, if asked by the gcm-
ment. “That's a decision for you
to make. | am an outsider here.”

“l am not your headmaster ...
| am your partner. | am not a
polldlccman ... ] am a friend,” he
said.

“There is some evidence to
- t that nationalised banks

industries do get funds that
may not be used in the best in-
terest of the people and that
creates opportunities for
(corrupt) practices.”
Wolfensohn was happy
about the progress on privati-
sation and referred to his meet-
ings with the Prime Minister
and the Finance Minister. “I
congratulated them on what is
already being done ... I think in
whatever pace can do you
should ... | did not come here
:alﬂpg the flag of privatisa-
on.
He said the bank’s assistance

for the Ganges Barrage
would W on its feasibility
assessment. “We are prepared to
Im at lt:c aﬂu“mwel have dnntuu
s oS . "1 am agnostic
about it at the moment.”

Asked on the Bank's nega-
tive attitude towards the

pur power project, he said: “We

@he Baily Starg

Strategic decisions

don't linance nuclear projects
anywhere.”

Wolfensohn also set aside
suggestions that he had been
impressed by “conducted tours”.
saying he was experienced
€nou to withstand propa-

“l have been to 62 countries
... if you drop me in a slum ... |
can smell whether 1 am being
brainwashed,” he told a ques-
tioner.

“After seeing the activities of
BRAC, Grameen Bank and
Proshika, | am confirmed in
my belief that these grassroots
organisations lead the world in
terms of organisation and effec-
tiveness in providing micro-
credit, especially to poor
women, and in the economic
and social development of the

.- he was quoted to have
said in a Bank statement.

Wolfensohn also met Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed,
other government ministers.

tion leader Khaleda Zia
tatives of civil so-
ciety and the business commu-

nity.

ilc spoke of an “effective dia-
logue between the Bank and the
civil society”, saying the two
could help correct each other's
wrongs h would lead to "a
sense of inclusion rather than a
sense of exclusion ... so that we
can have a peaceful develop-
ment.

"There are issues may be we
have got wrong and there are is-
sues may be they have got
wrong.”

Wolfensohn di with a
questioner that the civil society
only referred to NGOs here. He
said he had met parliamentari-
ans, academics, businessmen
and leaders of the NGOs as rep-
resentatives of the civil society.

‘Hundreds of deportees

crowd Saudi airport

JEDDAH, Oct 17: Saudi Ara-
bia launched a crackdown on il-
legal foreign workers today at
the end of a three-month
amnesty for tens of thousands
of Asian and African “overstay-
ers” to leave without penalty,

Hundreds of deportees,
meanwhile, were huddled in
gmup.nﬁ"’{l munt:li:lity at tul:
airport near in
Red Sea city of Jaddml
for p home. Some sai
the ad n waiting for al-

In erior Minister Prince
Naif Ibn Abdel Aziz warned that
the alties — of up to six
months in jail and a maximum
fine of 100,000 riyals (26.000
dollars) — would be “strictly
implemented” for those who
fa to take advantage of the

Saugl natiorials who have
given shelter to overstayers and
violators of residencé and
labour laws also risk being
fined. up to 50,000 riyals, he re-
iterated, quoted in the Arab

Under a -
foreign wumphml
into the country by Saudi na-

tionals and companies and
only a]l«:rwu:::tflIf tlt::y ngl;k for thht::r
Sponsors, 0Ds,
status is no al-.%f!aj
Most of the are
former pilgrims to Islam's holi-

Ferry service
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the current trend in the fall of
water level continues.
In the dry season last
service between Fulc
and Bahadurabad ghats re-
mained suspended for three

months. But the water level in
the Brahmaputra is falling

further this than I?l_}‘{ear. :
officials in railway the
marine ment told this
coITes t

As an alternative measure,
the Railway authorities under-
took a plan in 1993-94 fiscal to
shift the ghat to Balashi from
Fulchhari and a fund of Taka
ten crore was allocated for im-
plementation of the project. But
an influential quarter in
Fulchhari area launched ﬂlg]ta-
STt Eon Fulchiart They Sve

:

called hartals and held meet-
ings and processions com-

ing the authorities to sus-
pend work. Work began this
year but is disrupted as
soine ple of Balashi raised
barricade on roads alleging that
they did not get compensation
for their lands acquired for the
project.

- away from com

est sites in Makkah and Med-
ina, near the port city of Jed-
dah, while others are run aways
from their sponsors.

Amid the rush to leave in
time for the amnesty, airlines
operating to Asia and Africa
have reported heavy demand

for seats.
At Jeddah . some 200
akis s, Sri

his,
Lan . Eritreans and In-
donesians scrambled for tickets
3:}' overbooked flights out to-

L Y

Two Pakistanis stretched
ground outside the
bundles of
mattresses tied up
with rope for 100 Pakistanis

1 wai ys.
Yemﬂ?fg Sudanese and In-

T g

tgurmcr dep:rﬁdlh Air-
port next to a tion cen-
tre for those Ienvlrﬁ by the port
nearby. hundreds of Asians and
Africans, mostly men, were
squatted in the shade, huddled
together by nationality.

More than 50 Bangladeshis

sajdthczhadupmtzﬂdas
waiting rplmnnnahl{:,

out on the
terminal,
clothes

 many of them with little food.

- Together ;ﬂthd;alkjatants.
gyp and Sudanese, they
have been sleepi on the
pavements, some of under
makeshift tents. Others have
found shelter under .
The taxi driver said many of
the departing labourers had run
panies which
sponsored them for monthly
saluries of between 275 and 600
riyals (60 to 150 dollars) .

Chinese Vice
Premier
arrives Oct 21

Measures to bolster Dhaka-

Beijing bilateral ties and un-

in various fields

derstanding
the

will be discussed durin
visit of Chinese Vice Prime
Minister Wu Banggou to
Bangladesh next week, reports
UNB

Banggou will arrive in the
capital on October 21 on a 3-day
visit in the first leg of hi. visit
to several countries in the
South Asian region. The trip
will also take him to Vietnam
and other countries in the re-
gion.

“It's a goodwill visit to fur-
ther strengthen the Chinese re-
lations with the South East
Asian nations," said a senior
official of the Chinese embassy
in the city yesterday.

|
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World Bank President James D Wolfensohn called on Leader of the Opposition in
Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia at her official residence in the city yesterday.

Jatiya
—Star photo

1500 vehicles
still stranded
at 3 ghats

MANIKGANJ, Oct 17: Traffic
Jam at Aricha ghat eased today
with the nmmn of a good
number of , reports iss

BIWTC sources said a total of
23 ferries includ 10 Ro-Ro
ferries were into service
today in ha-Daulatdia and
Aric I-Hll.l.khnf la ru:ftu.h

Despite ferrying a large
number of vehil;ﬁh-‘ about 1
remained stranded at the three
ghats. Last night, there were
more than two thousand vehi-

cles u1 these ghats.
Road accidents
F‘rl:lTan? 1
dent of Independent University,

was dri Lthe car.

The ies were handed over
to their families after autopsy
at DMCH : :

Police seized the car and
filed a case with Gulshan thana.

UNB adds: Three traders
were killed and seven others
wounded llr? Sla road ncicidcnr&t at
Bﬂl;lgpur Var early today,
police and hospital Lurcgl

- Mosarraf Hossain, 55, and
Kohinur, 40, died on the spot,
and an unidentified trader was
killed on way to hospital. All
tlgcn dﬂ?:..[a were the inhabi-

t of amlcgpn :

The accident d'cmlrred when

a truck loaded with ble
goods coming from D over-
turned near Raj Filling Station

on the Dhaka-Aricha highway
at 4.30 am.

All the injured were sent to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital. Police seized the truck
but its driver and helper fled the
scene.

Magurchhara

From Page 1
eliminated.

"The isotopes (the radioac-
tive elements or sources) were
k in a container near the

ng point before the explo-
sion. whole container went
under soil in the explosion,”
said a source.

After the explosion, neither
the ment nor the Occi-
dental mentioned anything
about the loss of the container.

Such radioactive sources, if

, could cause cancer.
These isotopes remain radioac-
tive for hundreds of years. If
these were left exposed, they

could have d the whole
of the affected Magurchhara
area.

"These are common ele-

ments in gas exploration. They
are s but not up to a big
extend.” said an

“This incident certainly
olts us to look deeply into the
oduction Sharing Contracts
(PSCs) we have signed with the
fore companies and check
whether the foreign companies
would properly compensate for
the environmental conse-
quences of such a disaster,” the
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ferred to Brussels. The Chowd-
hury family flew to Brussels
with Hanufa. As Hanufa's frail
and malnourished body was
about to give up, Azizul called a
doctor one day in early Decem-
ber, 1984. The Belgian doctor
was so taken a back to see her
condition that he .efused to
check her unless "she was im-
mediately taken a hospital.”
hAs pt:;;lncumrrit and n;uﬂle
oto delgian ce,
Ehe looked lllie a Elhnln?:iunt‘
victim having marks of torture
all over her . Immediately
after her hospitalisation at
Azette U Yett under its Intensive
Care Unit, Belgian authorities
conducted an investigation into
the matter and Azizul re-
sponsible for the crime..

But diplomatic immunity
protected Azizul from facing
trial in Belgium. In turn, Bel-

an government expelled him
rom the country and formally

| informed the Bangladesh gov-

ernment of the crime he had
committed.

When Azizul returned home,

ufa's parents went to him

wanted to know about their
daughter. "We of him to
return our dau whom we

‘Hanufa's long

did not see for four years. He
told us that Hanufa did not
want to come to h and
she did not recognise Kader and
Rokeya as her parents”, Rokeya
Begum who still works as a
part-time maid, told this corre-
spondent.

The Kader family was how-
ever allowed by Azizul Haque to
live on the plot he owned,
Rokeya said.

It took Hanufa five months
at the Brussels hospital to be
able to walk on her feet -
By the time she was out of the
hospital, Azizul had left Bel-

um and the authorities put

anufa with a foster family
where she up. She went to
the Bangladesh Embassy in
Brussels several times and de-
manded her pass . But she
was turned out, she alleged.
Eventually Hanufa was natu-
ralised in Belgium and now she
helps her husband with his
catering business,

When contacted, a foreign of-
fice official in Dhaka said Az-
izul is now in as
the Charge d'Affaires of our
mission. "He has suffered a lot
for the whole thing. You see he
did not get any promotion and
his posting was withheld for

ordeal

several yvears fulluwlng his ex-
pulsion from Brussels," said an
official.

T'his correspondent tried to
contact Azizul in Baghdad over
Lele and fax several times
in the last six weeks but the
lines with dad were im n}

sible to get through. Offi
the Overseas Division at the
Maghbazar Telephone Ex-
change yesterday confirmed
that communication with
Baghdad was not ble.

eanwhile, after an emo-
tional reunion with her family,

Hanufa went back to Brussels,
She said she deeply felt for her
family but she would not en-
courage them to go to Brussels.
"We are now separated two
different cultures. But [ will
come to see them more fre-
quently,” said Hanufa,

When asked what she ex-
Kectﬁd from the government
ere, Hanufa replied she was
worried for her family's secu-
rity because thcgcm living on
the plot which belonged to Az-
izul Haque. "l want justice for
what had happened to me." she
said numerous deep cut
marb';kl on her hands, legs and
Nneck.

of Van Hap

in the thlngeflilmr
Super
ment thana at about 11:30 pm.

praised the progr

Minister the i
cultural activities to raise
awareness the pmgl:
and emphasised the expans

of education and cultural activ-
ities, which he said will help al-
leviate poverty.

steps undertaken b
ernment to
within next 10 years which wi
help contribute in
viation. She also mentioned
various development
grammes
which are now in hands.

Wolfensohn stresses political stability
Khaleda apprises WB chief
of govt's 'anti-people acts'

Bangladesh needs political
stability, improved law and or-
der situation and discipline in
banking sector for attracting
foreign investment and for de-
velopment, r UNB.

isiting World Bank Presi-
dent James D Wolfensohn said
this while talking to BNP
Chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Be-
um Khaleda Zia at her 29
into Road official residence
in the city yesterday.

Briefing newsmen after the
hour-long meeting, former fi-
nance minister M Baifur Rah-
man said Wolfensohn had de-
scribed the law and order situa-
tion as "terrible”.

The WB President also said
that the country’'s economy is in
bad shape and banking sector

arious, according to Saifur,

"l am afraid of the law and

order situation. Before coming

here, | t that those
occurred unlr in Pakistan in
South Asia.,” Saifur quoted
Klfmmhn as saying during
WB's Vice President for
South Asian region Meiko
Nishimizu, WB Resident Mis-
sion Chief in Dhaka Pierre
Landell-Mills and IFC_Director
Rashad Kaldany were present at

the .
BNP Secretary General Ab-

dul Mannan Bhui ;

Committee member M Saifur

Rahman, MP, and M Morshed
Khan, MP, were also L.

- Saifur said the President

his concern over the

"critical” situation in the bank-

ing sector.

Referring to recent appoint-
ment of a Bank of-
ficial in Sonali Bank and of a

Sonali Bank official in the

central bank, Wolfensohn said
he didn't understand the choice
of the government.

Fire at city

garments factory

By Staff Correspondent
Some electronic goods, fur-

niture and some documents
were
ments factory
the city on Thursday night

ed in a fire at a gar-
at Khilkhet in

Fire eauurmaafdthe

fire broke out in an office room

Fashion house
of Khilkhet
Market under Canton-

The origin of the fire could

not be known till last night.

However. police suspected that a
fﬁgl electric line sparked off
t re, ;

WB chief
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opment projects.

The World Bank President

ammes of the

Bangladesh government under-
taken for

poverty.

of

He discussed with the Prime
rtance of

alleviation

Wolfensohn, who has visited

some rural areas of the country,
described his experience to the
Prime Minister and appreciated
the operations of micro-credit
system and various develop-

ment programmes also taken

The Prime Minister listed
y her gov-
remove illittracg
alle-

pro-

of the government

Sheikh Hasina lauded the

role of Wolfensohn in giving the
World Bank a new sense of di-

rection.

Finance Minister Shah AMS

Kibria, Prime Minister's Prin-
ci
ERD
man, World
dent Mieko Nishimizu,
bank's Resident
to Bangladesh Pierre Landell
Mills and Alternative Executive
Director Syed Ahmed were pre-
sent.

Secretary Dr SA Samad.
Secretary Mashiur Rah-
k Vice-Presi-
the
Representative

The World Bank President
told Begum Zia that foreign in-
vesiment in Bangladesh de-
pends on imp law and or-
;ﬂlrﬁ sitluation and political sta-
Mlity.

Begum Zia said improve-
ment of the law and order situ-
ation and political situation
depends on sincerity of the gov-

sident
the view that BNP should re-
solve the current political con-
flicts between government and
opposition parties through dis-
cussion, !

Begum Zia said th her
party was "deprived" in last
general election, it joined the
parliament for the continua-
tion of the democratic
in the greater interest of the na-
tion.

But, she alleged, the opposi-
tion MPs are not allowed to
speak in the parliament and the

nment is taking impor-

t national decision bypass-
ing the parliament.

Saifur said the o ition
leader apprised the Presi-
dent of political persecution

rcgrﬂnmn on opposition and
?ﬁ:er anti-people activities of
L.

said more than 200 BNP

workers were killed in last 16

months and thousands of oth-

ers are being harassed by the
government.

Zia said the govern-

ment is jeopardising demo-

cratic process by curbing
ple's dgnmtic rights nmf.;:-

to on oppo-
sition. "Sometimes, we are
compelled to go for street

due to such behaviour of
the government,” she added.

In this context, Wolfensohn
wanted to know from
Zia if President Shaha
Ahmed could resolve the politi-
cal crisis.

Ganges Barrage
FromPage 1
“PThe barrage

implemented,
million

J "ht:ll.
save 40
of mﬂ'ﬂﬁun

environmental and -
c disaster, Razzak to
Kawamura.

Razzak had also fruitful and
constructive discussions with
Japanese Vice Minister for
Construction and the ts
T i o Rt S

] ts
: es and urged m
assist Bangladesh for
implementation of the
which will help develop water
management sector in

Bangladesh.

CEC

From 1
feel, are necessary for strength-
mgﬁghun;’mﬂﬁm g

e r -
toral reforms and giving sugges

tions while ina rat th;
the dl“gﬁm:lf‘g
The that electoral

EC
laws now in foree in the

ciety and tics in
have undergone a se of

changes, some of which, like
the institution of Non-party
Caretaker Government, are of
fundamental nature.” he added.

"Although the electoral laws
have been amended from time
to time, we are to see a coor-
dinated and com ve re-
view to take of the socio-

tical ch s and ri .
pectacione of the posple &

With FEMA chairperson
Fakhruddin Ahmed in the
chair, the ¢ session of the
workshop was attended by,
among others, Rajandar
Sachar. former chief justice of
Delhi Court, B Mainali,
President of the Jurist Council,
erl. Damso G M al of
N FR

EL. The Phi &ﬂ:&u
Jeevan Thlagl ah, tor
of ICES., Colombo, Hussain
Nagi. freelance columnist, Pak-
istan and members of the
FEMA National Committee.



