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Prodi wins confidence |
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votes in parliament

ROME. Oc¢t 1 7: Prune Minis-
ter Romano FProdi won conli-
dence votes in both houses of

ltaly's parliament on Thursday.
Rﬂtnring his government to

rvwsamhl a week after a
s

hard-left allies
fnrced him to resign. reports

Cnn:ﬂmﬂu ﬂl:&ngl‘nu;ﬂauun
Party, c a gasp
com se deal on Tuesda
over the contested 1998
returned to the government Id
and ensured Prodi carried the
two motions with ease.

Prodi told liament that
the formal conclusion to the pn~
Iitical crisis, which at one

hopes of becoming mfo"-ﬁ;r

member of Eumpe: planned
currency, would usher in
new period for the country.
"Thi: crisis has left us more
mature and stronger.,” Prodi
nh:l in a speech to the Upper
House (Senate).

"Now we start on a new
ph.lae a second phase which
will see the economic overhaul
as an absolute priority. The

m is no longer getting

into Europe, but sta there,

and staying there as a leading
said.

. peace on the politi-

cal iront has come at a heavy
cost 1o government relations
with both employers' federa-
tion. Confindustria, and the
major trades unions.
o win back communist
., Prodi promised to in-
ce a law in Janu to cut
the working week to hours
from 40 by the year 2001,
Unions and industrialists
slammed the decision and will
meet next week to decide how to
fight the plan.
"It must ht said that without
the t of unions and

agreemen
w:u a draft bill regarding
trial relations cannot be
drawn up." Confindustria
chairman Giorgio Fossa said.

In an address to the Lower
House before Thursday's vote,
Prodi appealed to the so-called
social ners to keep an open
mind and not hin-ck the plan out
of hand.

"It doesn't make much sense
for the social partners to take a
prejudiced position,” Prodi
said.

Confindustria estimates the
w cut to the working

will increase labour costs
by about 10 per cent. Unionists
said the plan was unconsidered

and daddtulahour tr.n-
sions.

aup
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'Ramos ends Myanmar visit:

s President Fidel Ramos wuund up a three-day visit

Friday to Myanmar, where he told the ruling

generals that law

and order comes through a more democratic government, AP

rcporuﬂnm‘l’mp

A joint oonmnml-:!u: rclcaaed as Ramos travelled onward to
Laos showed that Myarynar's military regime emphasised

itical stability, an indication they di
leader’'s views. Ramos is the

not share the
head of state of the

-' Association of Southeast Asian Nations to visit Myanmar since
was admitted in July despite objections over its

- human ts record.

Iprocem

attacked in India:

A H!ndu mob attacked a Muslim religious procession in
southern India, injuring at least 20 people including two

licemen, police official said Friday.

place in the city of Hyderabad Thursday
nc:ﬂsi_nn to mark the death of a
Wali.

Prodi to visit J

The nttnr:k took
night duri
Muslim sain

and annual
. Hussain Sh

AP reports from

Manila:

Italian Prime Minister Romando Prodi is to have talks with
President Suharto on economic and trade issues during an
official visit next week, reports AP from Jakarta.

State Secretariat Minister Murdiono said Friday Prodi
would stay in Jakarta for two days before proceeding to Manila
on Tuesday afternoon as part of an Asian tour.

| China

sucressfully laum:hod a US-madé télecornmunicatioris sa

satellite:

China
tellite
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space centre, in southwestern Eichuan province,
dragon.” the report said. The

like a fie

telecoms satellite, belonging

Satellite Ttlecummunicatlnm success
minutes later, the report added.

21 die of sl

people have died af sl
the northern

AFP reports from Luanda

% in the last few mont -l in

region of Ulje, state radio said Thursday,

ay) launch from tllﬁ Jﬂc]hang
"pierced the
tar-2R

to Hunf Kong's Asia-Pacific
ully cntzrcd nrbil 30

Twenty-one

The disease has also affected an unknown number of people

in Kwanza-Norte,

Bengo and other areas of the North, the radio

added. The health authorities are facing a shortage of
specialists and technicals means tu tackle the liclmun

Tamils continue h

asylum-seek
its fifth day Frlday as the group maintained its

hunger strike 10 Tamil

centre entered i

ﬂ.
held in a detention

vow to starve to death if they are not freed, AP reports from

. Melbourne.

+ They are seeking refuge in Australia from the conflict
* between the government and Tamils in Sri Lanka. "We are very

worried about them and th
Euuncil for Tamil Refugees

| CNN to open
announced Thu a
Denver, Seattle and [-l;nnkf

bureaus worldwide, AP rcportn

seem most deflant,”
ictorian President Naga Remanan

4 new bureaus: cy

will o

fmm Hew

Australian

n:wa bureaus in Boston,
t:hng the network 36
ork.

The network has already opened new bureaus in Havana and
Beirut this year. CNN has 12 bureaus in the United States,
including its headquarters in Atlanta

4 French tourists freed in Yemen: rour

French tourists were freed Thursday after being kidnapped and
held for 24 hours by armed Yemeni tribesmen in the north of

the country,

officials said, AFP reports from Sanaa

Hamid Al-Ahmar, the owner of the travel agency, said the
. four French tourists, three men and a woman, were kidnap
on Wednesday near Sahar in the province of Saada, some 270
kilometres (167 miles) from the capital Sanaa.

Novelist James Michener dies:

Prize-winning novelist James Michener, died Thursday at age
90, local radio and television stations reported, AFP says from

Austin.
Michener, who

penned books on sul:‘ﬂ?cts r afng from
sports in America to apartheid in South Africa, h

recently

ended kidney dialysis that had prolonged his life.

UN weapons inspection
Iraq threatens to halt

cooperation

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 17:

Iraq is threatening to ban UN
weapons inspections and cease
cooperation with the Security
Couneil if addiunnai[] ;ancuurm
are on Baghdad, a UN
:IE said Thursday, reports

In jeopardy if Iraq were to
follow through on its threat are
an ofl-for-food deal that was
agreed upon after much negotia-
tion, and "no fly zones" over
northcm raq. both measures

wcﬁ by the council.

Th: nited States wants the
council to add travel restric-
tions to the list of sanctions
slapped on Iraq since President
Saddam Hussein invaded

Kuwait in 1990, touching off the
Persian Gulf War.

Du a closed-door meet-
ing, chiel weapons inspector
Richard Butler told council
members that [raq's UN ambas-
sador informed him that Bagh-
dad "will cease all further coop-
eration ...if the council
a n:unlubun which incl ad-
ditional sanctions.” The Asso-
ciated Press obtained a copy of

key details of banned we

Butler's remarks.

The council began discus-

sions Thursday on a report by

Butler's team, which accused
Baghdad of refusing to disclose
lis
programmes and failing to co-
operate in UN inspections.

US diplomats have circu-
lated a draft resolution that
would ban forei travel b}f
Iragi military and intel
officers and employees o c::r
tain Iragi ministries to punish

Baghdad for a lack of compli-
ance.

Iraq's ambassador, Nizar
Hamdoon, told reporters only
that additional sanctions
"would be very much uc-
tive.” But diplomats said the
threat was clearly aimed at
weakening support for the US
resolution within the 15-mem-
ber council.

The inspections. which have
been carried out for nearly
seven years, seek to determine
whether Iraq has followed UN
orders to scrap its nuclear, bio-
logical. chemical and long-

range missile programmes. |

UN condemns intervention by foreign troops

BRAZZAVILLE, Oct 17: For-
e e
guesso proc tory in
Congo's civil war on Thursday
and workers began clearing
bodies from the streets of the
tal Brazzaville and the port
of te Noire, reports Reuter.
But as his Cobra militia be-
fm consolidating its gains
lodlnghur months of wg_'far:
was running out of con-
trol in the central African na-
uug s two main cities, residents
s5a
Commanders of the Cobras
and their ola army allies
who on Wednesday seized
Pointe Noire, Congo's nil hub on
the Atlantic, decreed a night
curfew from 9
Red Cross wnrkcrs said they
collected 22 bodies in and
around Pointe Noire on Thurs-
day and reported shooting.

"We have picked up 22 bodies
today but we suspect there are
many, many more," a Red Cross
official told Reuters. "We only
go to get the bodies when some-
one notifies us there is a body.”

AP adds from Kinshasa:
From his secret hideout, the

president of the ublic of
Congo insisted he still ruled the
country, despite the rival mili-
tiamen who had taken control
of the capital and the country's
second-largest city.

Mucll]::.ml;c world mnmlliu-
nity ap to accept that
Gen. Denis Saaaﬂu-ﬂgﬂl:saﬂl
Cobra militia had overthrown
President Pascal Lissouba's
government.

tBut Lissouba remained defi-
an

"l cannot but consider
president since I do not yet

before me successor
democratically elected as |
waa " Lissouba said Thursda In

a telephone interview with
dio Franue Internationale [RFI].

Ke reports on the conflict
in thc ublic of Congo were
coming from just across the
river in Kinshasa, capital of the
similarly named Congo. The US
Embassy in Kinshasa con-
firmed Sassou-Nguesso's con-
quest of Brazzaville,

The French ambassador in
Brazzaville, Raymond Cesaire,
said Sassou-Nguesso's men con-
trolled the city and were en-
countering "fewer and fewer
pockets of resistance.”

"We're not far from the con-
clusion of the war,” Cesaire said
by telephone.

Meanwhile, the UN Securivy
Council on Thursday con-
demned the military interven-

President Clinton, accnm.pani.ed by Argentine President Carlos Menem, (right), waves to
the crowd Thursday in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Clinton placed a wreath at a monument to
Argentine national hero Gen. Jose de San Martin at Buenos Aires's Plaza San Martin.

— AP/UNB photo

12 killed in
clash in
N Colombia

BOGOTA, Oct 17: Eight po-
lice officers and four leftist
guerillas were killed in a fierce
glash in nerthern Colombia; na-
guna chief of police general
Jose Serrano ’I‘hun-
day, reports AFP. “

Another eight police nmcer-
were seriously woupded, Ser-
rano said, after some 300 rebels
of the Revolutiona Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC) at-
tacked the small community of

Caircedo during the night.
A preliminary report had
sald earlier that seven other
members of the security forces

were caElurﬁL

| '"Russia plans to cut its
ground forces in half’

|

WASHINGTON, Oct 17: Rus-
sia plans to cut its nd lorces
in hall by 2005 and increase its
reldance ‘'on nuclﬂr wmin
for future conflicts, The
ington Times reported today
quoting a ‘top secret’ intclll-
gence report, reports Reuter.

The newspaper said it had
obtained from US Defence De-
partment sources a of a re-
port on the Russian military
prepared by the joint intelli-
gence committee a forum com-
Pnsin intelligence officials
rom United States, Britain
Canada and Australia.

' bn'ri

The report said Russia new
milit siral — to be ap-

EWEH'B later this year rein-

increased wetght
lear weaports to deter ag-
gression, according = to the

newspaper.

It said Russia was expected to
"maintain a credible strategic
deterrent to compensate for the
weaknesses in its conventional
forces.”

Pentagon officials were not
available to comment on the
report.

Jenan Ali, 38 years-old, a fEﬂlﬂlE Iraql census-taker, performs her duty by gathering in-
formation to fill in a form Thursday. She has to ensure that all the questions (about 80) on the

form are answered properly as Iraq conducts its first census in ten years.

— AP/UNB photn

changes already under!
some of Burma's inde
- fighters, during

Former Marxist ruler proclaims
victory in Congo's civil war

tion by foreign troops in Ccmgu
and c?gmandg "democratic and
free elections.”

Issuing its first formal reac-
tion since the seizure of Braz-
zaville on Tuesday by ex-presi-
dent Denis Sassou-Nguesso, the
15-member council in a state-
ment called for the "immediate
withdrawal" of foreign forces.

But the council refrained
from naming any state which
has taken part ln the Congo
fighting. and declined to
threaten any sanctions.

Angola and the Democratic

b ic of Congo, as well as

t?lerﬁenarlcu were involved in
the

Bugi?.l ttllr'nlg council statement
failed to condemn Sassou-
Nguesso's military victory over
the democratically elected gov-
ernment of President Pascal
Lissouba.

Kumaratunga
offers talks

’even with devil’

COLOMBO, Oct 17: President
Chandrika Kumarat
offered talks 'even with
il' to end Sri Lanka's Tamil w&-

aratist war and said she
halt a military drive if rebels

eed to negotiate, reports
AFP.

Kumaratunga told
she was determined to push
through political reforms
aimed at ending the conflict de-
spite Wednesday's huge bomb-
ing in the capital Colombo.

"We wlll{ E_tlnp the n:ﬂitt:ﬂry
cam i agree s-
cuuprlhgn Licz . Ku-
mmtunﬁ said in her first

nce since the truck
dmstalad the financial centre,
killing 20 people and wounding
105.

Suu Kyi, 300 party
members hold

religious ceremony

YANGON, Oct 17: Myanmar's
military government tted
leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and more than 300 mem-
hera of her political party to
hold a religious ceremony at
her Yangon home Friday. re-
ports AP.

Party faithful dressed in
their customary peach-colored
jackets paid respects to 60 se-
nior . politicians, ‘including
nro
the traditionfil
ceremony of obéisance to elders
that the end of the three-
month Buddhist lent.

Those who attended said the
service contained no political
overtones. It was the second
large gathering the military
ﬁo\rernrm.:nt permitted at Suu

3,1 s home within a month.

| First US baby bam

from frozen eggs

ATLANTA, Oct 17: In what
may be the first such case in the
United 5“::- a a wI:nm::d]
gave birth after being implant
eggs that had been frozen,
reports AP,

Up to now, US doctors have
been able to produce pregnan-
cies from frozen embryos — that
is eggs fertilized with sperm and
them frozen — but s nlnne
were considered too fragile to
reeze.

The latest feat, which has
been achieved only sporadi-
cnllr elsewhere around the

d, could give women some
new rcpruducthre options and
sidestep some of the ethical ob-
jections to test-tube fertiliza-
tion.

“This stretches the repro-
ductive field as far as you can
envision it right now,” said Dr
Joe Massey, con-founder of Re-
productive Biology Associates,
the Atlanta clinic that accom-

shed the feet. The same clinic

n 1993 produced the first US
using sperm injected di-
into a women's egg.

In 1986, a doctor Aus-
tralia was able to uce the
first known births from frozen

m year later, a team of
doctors also produced
-egg pregnancies.

"UK’s Labour Party has hidden agenda to
create independent Kashmuar’

NEW DELHI, Oct 17: Queen
Elizabeth’'s tour of India slid
deeper into controversy on
Thursday with sources close to
the Indian government charg-
ing that Britain's ruling Labour
Party had a hidden agenda to
create an independent Kashmir
region. reports Reuter,

Even as British officials
scrambled to salvage the

ueen's week-long trip which

s turned in to a public rela-
tions fiasco. the sources. who

ke to Reuters on condition
LI";I):t they not be identified said
Labcur s Kashmir position
dated back to 1947

The sources said British
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook,
who visited India last year as a
member of the shadow Labour
cabinet, had told Indian au-
thorities the Kashmir issue was
an 'article of faith' with the
L The hidd

"The hidden agenda was ul-
timately to obtain an indepen-
dent state of Jammu and
Kashmir, the sources said.

"Cook genuinely believes
that there is an unfinished
business of partition. they

The allegations were made
{’rﬂ over a week before British

ime Minister Tony Blair and
his Indian counterpart Inder
Kumar Gujral are scheduled to
meet bilaterally on the fringes
of the Commonwealth summit
in Edinbugh.

An official at British High
Commission (embassy) in New
Delhi declined to comment on
the allegation.

Blair in on Thursday
to order a top level drive to
highlight the successes of the
Queen s visit and counter dam-

aging coverage of the tour in
India and at home.

Cook who accompanied the
Queen on her visit to mark In-
dia and Pakistan's 50th an-
niversary of independence from
Britain, was quoted in the Pak-
istan| press as offering British
mediation citing "historical
Ferspn:“tiv:“ but he denied mak-
ng such an offer.

Gujral was re ed to have
responded by calling Britain's a
‘third-rate power” a remark
India’'s foreign ministry denied

he had made.

Conservative politicians
have used the tour to attack
cook, saying his handling of the
visit was un but Cook
told his cabinet colle es on

Thursday the tour had an
ommdnﬁ:#m despite lo-
cal and Bri media reports.
The Indian sources ﬂ::ltlnc
to Reuters noted that sub-
continent's ition into India
and Pakistan had taken place

in 1947 under a Labour Fw
gmt headed by Clement At

They said the Attlee
ernment in power from 1 tn
1961 had -hed throu
United Nations Security -
cil. Resolutions in t 1948
and Janu 1949 that called
for a plebiscite that would t
self-determination to Kash-
miril.

The Hindu ruler of Muslim
dominated Kashmir Ma-
haratahari Singh acceded to
India but the move triggered the
first war between the newly-
created India and Pakistan.

The Indian sources said both
Cook and Foreign Office minis-

ter Derek Fatchett had

the Kashmir plebiscite issue at
the Labour party's conference in
Brighton early this month.

The sources said Cook was
responsible for “t:'l the
's banquet speech in New

on Monday advice to In-

This was abuse of hospital-
ity tantamount to India's -
dent advising the Queen to en-
sure her ministers handle the
northern Ireland in a
certain way or status of
Gibraltar, nr of the rm is-
land's the sources said.

All this set many of us
thl;ﬁ:g t?;cykuldm was an
ag

The sources also
Labour resolution at its Dctnhu'
1995 Brighton Conference as
saying that while India and
Pakistan had to participate in a
Kashmir solution, no such solu-
tion will be acceptable to l:hu

[nrlgtunlul it is acceptable .mprlﬂ e

Kashmir,

The Quily Star 9
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Taliban agree to talk
with opponents

ISLAMABAD, Oct
Afghanistan's Taliban rel Gl.ll
army agreed Friday to hold
talks with their opponents, but
only if the talks are held in
Pakistan and only if all the
factions that make up the anti-
Taliban alliance participate,
reports AP.

The Taliban's offer of talks,
without the usual condition
that the opposition first hand
over all its prisoners of war, is
seen as a major breakthrough.

Mullah Mohammed
Rabbani, one of Afghanistan's
senior leaders, issued the offer
in a statement released in the
Pakistan capital of Islamabad
following an early 1‘-"1'1-:53111:7l
morning meeting wit
Pakistan's Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif.

It's not clear what brought
Mullah Rabbani to Pakistan for
the meeting, but it comes just
one day after Sharif returned
from Turkmenistan where he
had been negotiating an oil and
gas 1@1 line deal.

is

peline to energy-
starved Paldﬂtan would have to
be built through Afghanistan.
Unocal, the US firm which
hasbﬂ:ngiv:n the rights by the
Turkmenistan government to
move the oil and gas, says
construction on the pipeline
will have to wail until peace
comes to A@Ltlanistan
While Pakistan has denied

—— —

giving the Taliban any military
or monetary assistance,
Islamabad was the first to
recognize the Taliban as the
government of Afghanistan and
is widely seen as promoting the
religious army.

akistan has tried before to

push the Taliban toward peace
talks.

The Taliban swe
Afghan capital in September
1996 oustin President
Burhanuddin Rabbani and his
military chief Ahmed Shah
Massood.

Since then the‘Taliban has
been trying to consolidate its
hold on the country, but the
northern one-third presentl}r
controlled by the opposition
has resisted.

Rabbani and Massood
formed an alliance with several
smaller parties to fight the
Taliban. Their allies, mostly
from the country's minorities ,
include ethnic Tﬂ;ik$+ Uzbeks,
Shiites and Ismailis.

However, the factions that
make up the np&msitlun
routinely squabble and it's not
certain that all of the groups

would be prepared to talk e the
Taliban.

t into the

There was no immediate
comment from the opposition
alliance, which is the past has
agreed to talks with the
Taliban.

Rajiv murder

Congress suspects involvement
of foreign agencies

NEW P[.JELHI {}St l'i'd

s Party yesterday to
m Commission that cir-
cumstances and statements of
several key witnesses raised
suspicion about involvement of

foreign cies in the assassi-
natiun of Rajiv Gandhi, reports

Al}gu before the one-man
pane Igﬁaing the conspiracy
ang le of Rajiv Gandhi assasm-
nation case, AICC counsel,
Mittal, said the deposition nt‘
some key witnesses pointed the
needle of suspicion towards
foreign agencies like CIA and
Mossad.

Mittal claimed that TN Se-
shan, who had served as cabinet
secretary and secretary
(security) in the Rajiv Gandhi
government, was allegedlyv
aware of the threats to the life
of late premier hut did not dis-

close the truth.

In addition, deposition of
former prime ministers Chan-
dra Shekhar and VP Singh also
indicated certain circumstances
which pointed towards the
conspiracy and suspected
involvement of foreign agen-
cies, he said.

Mittal said circumstances
indicated that besides LTTE,
Punjab militants were also af-
ter Rajiv Gandhi .

Leaders of various militant
outfits had met in London in
December 1990, he said, adding
that statements made before the
commission by some witnesses
indicated a lar¢ger conspiracy to
eliminate Rajiv Gandhi.

Mitlal said attempts on the
lile of Rajiv Gandhi had al-
legediy heen made in Faridabad
and .11 Sahadara in the capital
itsedl

Jodie Loftus, 4, holds an armload of the Spice Girls dolls
when they were first unveiled at a fair of Christmas toys in
London Thursday. From left to right the dolls are Scary
Spice, Ginger, Spice, Posh Spice, Sporty Spice and Baby

Spice.

— AP/UNB photo

| Russia's political system

now stable: Yeltsin

MOSCOW, Oct 17: This
week's showdown between the
president and the parliament,
which ended in compromise,
showed that Russia's political
system has become stable, Pres-
la:nt Boris Yeltsin said Friday.
reports AP.

"Over many long years peo-

le became accustomed to the
act that those in power did
whatever they wanted, that the
constitution was just a decora-
tion,” Yeltsin said in his weekly
radio address. "Those times are
past. And | emphasise: They are
gone forever.”

"Today we can say that we
have a stable system of political
power,"” he added.

Yeltsin's remarks came two
days after he reached an 11th-
hour compromise with Russia's
feisty lower house of parlia-

, the State Duma, averting
a non-confidence vote in his
government.

Many in the Duma oppose
Yeltsin's economic policies and

1998 budget, which
calls for strict spending limits.
Many deputies are pushing to
maintain large government
subsidies for the milmwf.lr agri-
culture and social p

Duma leaders — cum*

munists and other hardliners —
intend to take up the no-confi-
dence motion again next week,
but have agreed in the mean
time to nc%?tlat: a compromise
budget with the president and

his top aides.

"Everything is sta m
within the bounds of a civili

litical struggle,” Yeltsin said.

ere has been no disaster.
Normal everyday life contin-

'‘Quietly but fundamentally,
our life has changed.” Yeltsin
continued. "And although polit-
ical passions may boil and
seethe, they boil and seethe
within the strict bounds of the
law."

Duma speaker Gennady Se-
leznyov also sounded a concil-
iatory tone Friday, saying
"there is no confrontation be-
tween the State Duma and the
Russian government and no one
wants an active confrontation.”

On a visit to the southern
city of mrasnodar, Seleznyov
told ihe ITAR-Tass news agency
that deputies had no real quar-
rel with Prime Minister tor
Chernomyrdin but wanted to
oust reformist first deputy

rime ministers Anatoly
hubais and Boris Nemtsov.



