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Cabinet finalises |
memo for Aid

Group meet

The Cabinet at a spec

ial
finalised a
presented

meeting yesterda
memorandum to

in the adesh Aid Group
haka November 4-
5. reports UNB.

In the coming donors' con-
sortium meeting, for the first
time in Dhaka, the country's
development partners will

make aid pledges for the next
fiscal. 5

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina over the meet-
ing at PM's office, officials said.

Ministers, State Ministers
chairman of the Privatisation
Board, Cabinet Secretary. Prin-

l:ipa] Secretary secretaries con-

the Governor ol

m.h Bank attended the

Cargo handling
at Ctg Port

suspended

From Staff Correapondent
and m:hnd:m;)?f -
cargo
ﬁ ships inside the Chlulgm
rt jetties were suspe
m this morning as steve-

dores refrained from gang-
hooki 'f following a dispute
nchmen, port sources

'l"hcdisputcmwhen the
winchmen refused to carry out
loading and unloading of cargo

See Page 12 Col 3

Ferry services
from Aricha
ghat disrupted

By Staff Correspondent
Fe service from Aricha
ghat which handles about 3000

vehicles a day, further deterio-
rated ycaterda},r and traffic jam
at the three ghats — Aricha,
Daulatdia and Natakhola —
continued to worsen.

Officials apprehend that
road link between the capital
and the southern and northern
districts may be cut off in a day

See Page 12 Col 5

BB branches to
remain open
on Saturdays

Bangladesh Bank has de
cided to keep open its branches
on Saturdays lrom October 18
to facilitate transactions of the
commercial banks, reports
UNB.

Branches of the central bank
in Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna,
Bogra. Sylhet and Rajshahi will
remain open from 8.30 am to |
pm to pay money and receive
deposits only from the com-
mercial banks, said a BB press
release yesterday.

Read Star ‘-’wu kuld
Magazine's cover story
this week on a project to
revive the dying Dhan-
mandi lake or the neck-
lace of Dhaka city as it
was once said to be.

The Daily Star
on the internet
hitp-//www.dailystamews.com
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They Dare to
Dream and
Dare to Act

Column: Do I Dare
by A Z M Obaidullah
Khan
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Report of the panel of
economists on the
draft Fifth Five
Year Plan
Page 5

Business

Business leader blasts
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No JS standing body even after 16 months: President

'Dialogue among political
parties abortive so far'

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday expressed his

. concern over the non-forma-

tien of parliamentary
standing committees 'even after
16 months' and said it is
through such committees that
Parliament asserts its author-
fty. -
"Even after 16 months, our
parliamentary standing com-
milttees on different ministries
could not be formed, and dia-
logue and discussions among
the tical in the mat-
ter have been abortive so f[ar.”
said the President while inau-
gurating a two-day interna-
tional workshop on Electoral
Law Reform at Hotel Sonargaon

By Staff Correspondent
Pan Pacific Hotel. should originate from parlia-
The workshop has been or- ment and seek to correct an
anised by the Fair Election impediments to access, eligibil-

onitoring Alliance (FEMA) in
collaboration with the Stu
and Research Group of Manabi
Shahajya lha {MSS]_

The work at-
tended by BK Malnall dent
of the Jurist Council, Nepal;
Damso G Ma bual of
NAMFREL, The Philippines,
Rajandar Sachar, former chief
justice of Delhi High Court; Jee-
van Thiagarajah, Director of
ICES. Colom and Hussain
Nagi, freelance columnist, Pak-
istan.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed said electoral reform

ity and transparency in ts,
polling stations, candidates
and voters.
He said a parliamentary
ﬁnvemm:nt runs a country
ugh meaningful debate and

Text of speech page 5

dialogue. "Unfortunately, we
have had very limited opportu-
nity to see positive interaction
in our Parliament."”

"Elections in societies, such
as ours, have wide dimensions.
Election-centred controversies
have intensified social unrest

“law. The law is neither strictly

for years er,” resul in
so much ;0%'::1 to thgﬁm-

monman, he said.

Election laws should un-
dergo periodic c s to keep
pacc with time and situation.
An election will become mean-
ingless if it is dominated by
money— black or white — t
far exceeding the limit by

:ufurced nor s stringent

enough to punish s who
violate it gl y. the Presi-
dent said.

He Hﬂmmd "Law should be
amen requiring every can-
didate in a parliammtary elec-

tion to submit daily statement
See Page 12 Cul 1
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Oil compames react to
change in bidding rules

A number of oil and gas

companies yesterday sharp I_y
ed Lo the Energy Ministry's

abrupt change of a vital clause
relating to bidding for 12 explo-
ration blocks in the coun
which, they said. had elimi-
nated the mmpeutive nature of
the bidding

Official inurctn said the de-
cision by the Energy Ministry
earlier last week led some of the
companies to write ‘letters of
protest’ to the Prime Minister,
expressing their ‘'unhappiness
and concern’ that the whole
process had become 'murky’.

The Energy Ministry sent

fax messages a two days ago to

. 21 bidders saying that negotia-

" October 21 on

" tions would be l::mdurlad from
‘'one company

By Sharier Khan

one block” basis, Instead of
multi-pro basis. The pro-
posals of the 21 bidding roughly
outlined an lnvﬂtmml of two
billion US dollars in the next
three years,

Quoting from their protest
letters without disclosing the
names of these companies the
sources said that the changes in
the bidding criterion ha
aled "a great deal of mﬁxﬂm
and anger over the

Representatives of these
companies have already met
high officials of the Energy
Ministry and Petrobangla and
reminded them of the govern-
ment's commitment to hold the
bidding on the merits of indi-
vidual offers, financial abilities
of the r-nmp-mies past repu-

tation and their technical abili-

ties, the sources said.

They also reminded the offi-
cials that such commitment
was reiterated by the Energy
Minister at a post bid-opening
press conference in July.

The government's answer (o
the protests were that it wanted
to ensure maxlmum ﬂ\
tion” in oll and plorat

mm said.

in Bangladesh, t
"The decision for nrnc blocll

one-company /

nies has Jcﬁ:;?uul crcnlcd
room for doubt about the trans-
parency of the process.” com-
inent . "Un-
der this criterion, the negotia-
tion commilliee becomes the
supreme authority to decide

o Prypee 1206l 4

Ministerial body
decides to make
police force
more effective

A meeting on law and order
situation yesterday decided in
principle to take necessary
measures for gathering infor-
mation and experience from the
countries where a well organ-
1sed police sysivin exists, re-
ports UNB.

The decision was taken in
the 6th ministerial committee
meeting to make the country's
police force more effective and
people-oricnted.

meeting. held at the con-
ference room of the Cabinet
with Home Minister Rafiqul
Islam in the chair. took stock of
the overall law and order situa-
See Page 12 Col 1

RIYADH, Oct 16: Threatened
with fines and jail terms, hun-
dreds of thousands of illegal
workers from the Philip incu
to Pakistan scrambled to
Saudi Arabia before a grace pc-
rﬁlgd runs out Thursday. reports
Indians, Pakistanis, Bang-
ladeshis, Sudanese. Filipinos
and Egyptians crowded their
embassies in the tal
and the Red Sea Port city of
Jiddah, pleading with officials
to put their names in lists of
illegal workers preparing to
leave the eoil-rich kingdom
before the deadline expires.
Otherwise. they could face up to

six months in prison and fines

CU halls reopen amid

siege by APSU

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Oct 16: Resi-
dential halls of Chittagong
University were reopened today
amid tension as the 'anti-com-
munal’ All Party Students
Unity (APSU | began a three-day
siege programmee at Gate No | Lo

its s, sources said.

The APSU demands include
exemplary punishment to
killers of Bakul and allotment
of seals on the basis of merit
and faculty.

Pro-Vice Chancellor of the
university Dr Abu Yusuf Alam
told The Daily Star that a total
of 17 resident students entered
the halls with valid documents
after a check-up at the gate to-

up to 100,000
mllhnn us dﬂl]arll

rivals (27,000

The Saudi government an-
nounced the grace period in
mid-July with the aim of regu-
la the labor market, which
has n inflated by illegal
workers. The immigrants must
leave or obtain papers promis-
!ll'? that they will leave by

ursday.

Saudi officials, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
the campaign to expel illegal
workers comes 1n line with a
government plin to provide job
opportusnities lor Saudis and
reduce the number of crimes
comunitted by foreign workers.

day. All resident students will
return to the halls in next two
days. he hoped.

Despite the siege, no unto-
warrd incident took place during
entry ol resident students, the
Pro-VC sawd adding that strong
security measures were taken
inside the campus and at the
gates.

He said the resident students
would be given protection at
mg:lll.

necessary measures have
been taken to resume classes on
October 18 and to ensure safe re-
turn of resident students, he
added.

¢ See Page 12 Col 3

ment also wants
to r:ul ack the amount of
money foreign workers send out
of the country. Remittances out
of Saudi Arabia total over 60
billion riyals (16 billion dol-
lars) annually.

On Wednesday, the Interior
Ministry issued a final warning
to illegal workers, and a crack-
down to flush out laborers who
did not leave during the
amnesty is expected to begin
next week.

Of Saudi Arabia’s total popu-
lation of 1”8 million, six mil-
lion are lorciguers, of which 4.3
::'lilliun have jobs in the king-

om.

| ing out an effective measure to

|
!

- cross-border crimes, according

Thousands oflllegal workmmhto leaveKSA

| the BDR headquarters is work-

4 Blman aircraft
out of order,

services disrupted
By Staff Correspondent

Disruption i the services of |

Bangiadcsh .due to ab-
sence of four out of the 10 air-
craft in its fleet has been caus-

ing enormous to
. ham e

iman officials said thl'.-y
had to reschedule the
a number of flights in Intm
tional routes resulting in de-
layed operations,

Operation in domestic rou-
tes, m“vri r. was not hampered | of
Imuch

Many of the passengers of
lnlrrnulinnal flights d to
wail al Zia International Air-
port for hours in the last few
days Besides, in some cases.
two flights were ° due to
the shortage of aircraft, an ofli-
cial said.

Two aircraft — a DC-10-30

A 12Col 2
Border confce

Effective steps to
check smuggling,
cross-border
crimes discussed

The border coordination
conference between adesh
Al India continued for t
il oo lay vesterday,
pepot s NS

The meeting being held at

il yigm

combat smuggling and other

o an oflicial handoul.

Various issues, includin
smuggling of arms, phens
and other - king of
women and children, border
demarcation. Tin Bigha corri-

] are e
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Ruling party to
initiate fresh
talks with BNP

By Reaz Ahmad and Nazmul Ashraf

The ruling Awami, League
will initiate a fresh dtaln ue
with the main tion BNP
to narrow down differences be-
tween the two sides ahead of the
next session of the Jati}ra

l.:l,ﬁg party plans to ex-
tomorrow while

it will respond posi-
a conducive atmo-

' sphere Iu created.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, Minister for Tele-
communications Mohammad
Nasim said he would telephone
BNP leaders tomorrow inviting
them to a dialogue to break the
current impasse over the main
opposition party's inin the
upcnnﬂng session o atiya

ad,

e said the ruling party is
now willlngen accommodate all
113 MPs belonging to BNP in
the parliamentary standing
committees on various min-
istries.

Much time has alread
elapsed. We will put all-out ef-
forts so that the standing com-
mittees could be formed in the
coming session of the parlia-
ment," asserted Nasim.

Asked about any initiative

San

from the President in resolving

the impasse, Nasim said, "] fee
we (AL and BNP) will be success-
ful in settling the issue and
hope BNP will return to the
House."

See Page 12 Col 6

Beximco Investment Co Ltd

A stunning case of
bank manipulation

Star Business Report
A stunning case has been un- from its current account with
earthed which shows that the Cox's Bazar branch of the
adesh’s t business Arab adesh Bank wrote 21

congiomerate, Beximco, ma-
nipulated the banking system
in a way that it was able to
siphon out Tk 24.5 crore from
twn banks in which it h.as larg

munt ﬂhzﬁﬂ'hh 10,

ance in the name of one cnm-
pany whose declared owners are
untraceable till now.

The incidents, in this par-
ticular case, all happened over a
period between late 1996 and
early 1997.

An account o with Tk
10,000 in only four mnnths

gave the business Et!u
to the tune of .5 crure

when the balance still remained
Tk 10.000.

Such fraudulent practices
ally upecommon anywherg
in lht" world when it comes tu
one of the best-known corpo-
rate houses in a country.

Mallik Export Ltd — who

| knows it in Bangladesh? —

cheques worth Tk 24.5 crore.
The bheneficiary was Beximeo
Investment Company Litd
(BICL), whose paid-up capital is
reported to be less than Tk
100,000.

Naturally, the cheques
bounced, but another bank was
there to rescue.

The International Finance
and Investment Company Ltd —
its Dhamﬂ?;lé:lﬁ E]rlall:.llch htn be

ise — t all the cheques
ﬁu what is known intig.nd
bill of purchase or IBP.

The IBP is a kind of loan
given nst a cheque which
cannot encashed immedi-
ately. The cheque in this case is
the collateral. The bank offi-
cials act on the basis of their re-
lationship with the client,
whiclris based solely on mutual
trust. "If the cheque bounces. it
is a breach trust. And it's a
criminal offence.” according to

See Page 12 (i 8

PCJSS for next round

of talks on Nov 16

By Special Correspondent

The Parbattya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati ty ( )
has to the National
Committee on Chlg:gong Hill
Tracts (NCCHT) to the sev-
enth round of talks on Novem-
ber 16 to finalise an nt
to end the decades- nsur-

in the hills.
meeting is likely to be
held in Dhaka. A reply is ex-
ed to he lml within a couple

‘r'he aceG sources
Dnily ar here last
nlghl

Officials were awaiting re-
turn of NCCHT convenor Abul
Hasnat Abdullah, Chief Whip of
Parliament last ntght from the
United States, where he is un-

treatment now,
for the meeting

was made Iin a letter from

Ushatan Talukdar. a leader of

the PCJSS and Commander of
its military wing.

It was sent to Dhaka on
Wednesday night from Kha-
grachhari by Hansdhaj
Chakma., convenor of the Liai-
son Committee.

Earlier on Tuesday the
PCJSS high command and
leaders of its military wing
Shantibahini endorsed the
draft accord, agreed upon by Jy-
otirindriyo Bodhipriyvo Larma,
Chairman of PCJSS, during his
talks with the NCCHT in Dhaka
on tember 17.

Before leaving Dhaka Larma
had told newsmen that it would
be placed before his 'comrades’
for discussion and that a final
accord would be signed in the
next meeting.

Some amendments to the

See Page 12 Col 7
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Bangabandhu killing

Interpol’s help to
arrest fugitives
sought

NEW DELHI, Oct 16: Bang-
ladesh today appealed to Inter-
pol to make best use of its
communication and intelli-
gence system in tracing and ar-
resting the fugitives involved in
the assassination of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man and four national leaders,
reports BSS,

Addressing the plenary of
the 66th general assembly of
Icpo-Interpol here, the Icader of
the Bangladesh delegation and
Inspector General of Police,
Mohammad Azizul Huq. said
the self-confessed killers of
1975 must face trial and be
made accountable to the law of
the land. :

He said that these self-pro-
claimed murderers were hich
in various parts of the *w«::rlcfz
Huq appreciated on behalf of
the Bangladesh government to
the Interpol for quick response

See Page 12 Col 6
14 get life-term
for killing 4
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Oct 16: Fourteen
people were awarded life-term
imprisonment in the sensa-
tional quadruple murder case of
Golapganj thana.

e Additional District and
Sessions Judge (First Court), Md
Shahidullah, while passing the
judgement in the case vesterday
ase acquitied 20 others

The court also fined the
convicted persons Tk 5,000
each, in default, to suffer an-
other one year imprisonment.
Besides, the judge convicted the
accused with some other of-
fences and sentenced them to
different terms imprisonment.

The prosecution case in brief
is that, Tafajjal Ali. Kotai
Miah, Fulu Miah, Shawkat Ali,
Banu Miah, Faruque Uddin,
Abdur Raouf and Jainuddin
along with some others of vil-
lage Fatehpur while returning
home after casting vote in the
Union Parishad elections, came
under the armed attack of the

accused persons at Mirgan
- bazar.of thana gihju
afternoon of ary 4, 1992.

The attackers armed with
deadly weapons all on a sudden
swooped on the victims as a se-

See Page 12 Col 1

Accord for 2nd
pvt power
plant signed

A 15-year agreement for
power generation in the country
was signed yesterday between
the Power Development Board
(PDB) and Khulna Power Com-
pany Ltd. a consortium of Wart-
sila NSD Power Development
Company, Summit Industrial
and Marcantile Corporation

(Pvt) Lid and United Enterprise
& Co Ltd, reports BSS.

This will be the first venture
in Khulna for generation of
electricity in the private sector,
said a press release yesterday.

Khulna Power Company Ltd
will install and commission a
100-megawatt barge-mounted
power plant in ulna and
supply electricity to PDB within
10 months of signing of the
agreement.

Under the deal, the commpany

See Pave 12 0ol 8
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Topping the list of ille
immigrants are Indians, Pak-
istanis and Ban is, who
total 500,000. There are also
100,000 Sudanese, some 20,000
Filipinos and 20,000 Egyptians.

Unofficial estimates put the
number of illegal workers who
have left since the grace
was announced at 250,000.
More than 150,000 others have
been able to amend their visas
and become legal residents.

“There is no intention of ex-
tending the grace period which

ends today aarl which has met
its targel, ' Lt Gen Asasd Abdul
Karim, director of passport con-

trol said Thursday.

’Repatriation of
Chakma refugees

to resume Nov 21’

Repatriation of tlie Chakma
refu from India will resume
on ber 21 alter a holy
Buddhist festival, 'Kathina
Chivara Dana’, UNB.

It will continue unhindered
as long as all measures for
safety. security and T re-
habilitation of the returnees
are ensured and | ted.

Chittagong ill Tracts
Jumma Welfare Asso-
ciation (JRWA) President Upen-
dra Lal Chakma made the an-
nouncement in a press release

here yesterday.
He said the decision was

taken In view of assurances
gﬂn by Prime Minister
heikh Hasina and the

in ongoing dialogue towards a
B e i’:q@r_ 12 Col 3
Sec 144 imposed

at Cox’s Bazar

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 16: Dis-
trict administration im
Seéction 144 on the town
as two factions of the loc

Awami League fought for hold-
ing meeting at the same venue,
reports U

Mluthnrﬂhlchmpoduu
ban as the rival groups — one
led by A K M Mozammel Haque

and the other Most
Abimed Chowd o m&";

mhnldlumm:t

e

htdu'murmm
Kaiser were scheduled to attend
the meeting but cancelled their

See Page 12 Col 4
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