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LECTION systems uire
Emmwdmhtrﬁnﬁr

nd \neligible
a preventing ine e

s from . The
mnmmntl]m is “ml‘]:n used to
guarantee person one
vote” principle by preventing

from voting more than
once or from volting in wrong
location.

An accurate voters' list or
the electoral roll is the basic
document on the basis of which
Officer ““En“’ﬁ"nh“ﬁﬁ?

at ;
on accur
depends s acy e
accurate electoral rolls, holding
of fair elections is not ble.

It is indeed t to have
hundred per cent accurate, vot-
ers' list but election administra-
tors strive to make the electoral
rolls cent percent accurate.
There is no

oflmm‘tgﬂmhauuulmu
error, sa per cent, ma
m:&auminthe

outcome of a constituency as
well as a nationwide election.
While underage voters may
creep into the roll it is
unpardonable to disenfranchise
any bonafide voter just by ex-
cl-}limul'hilfhu'nmfmm

there.
The B adesh Election
Commission introduced a

new system of individual regis-
tration instead of the old sys-
tem of family based ;
The merits of the new system
notwithstanding, the registra-
cnuhplk::tu nhltlj%nnfm
voter. Out of eleven only five dif-
ferent information are eventu-

ally used by the Commission in
ng the voters' list and
voter's cards. Some of

the (column 7,8)
sought from the voter are em-
barrassing to them and infor-
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Preparation of Electoral Rolls : An Overview

—— .-‘W
In many democracies in Asia the electoral rolls have been computerized and entered in the database. There are

becomes easier and less costly — all one had to do is to
exclude the dead and include the new voters attaining the voting age. Then it does not require to prepare a new
voters' list every five or ten years.

t under column
the voter a choice to

t a voler to enroll in dif-

rent electoral areas. In other

words. only the information

sought in question No. 1,2,3.5

and 6 should be kept deleting
the others.

Some would argue about
making multi-pur voter's
identity card and database
which may serve the of
a national identity card also.
Here. it is pertinent to point out

o ey A e B
for any national identity card —

it is probably the job of the
Home Ministry. Having to han-
dle the extra load of tion

would entail the risk (and real-
ity) of increased errors in col-
lecting. collating and entering
the enormous amount of infor-
mation in the database.
should the EC 1I||rhtnluv.-': nll_.:ch re-
s ties en it has not
pombemnhlt to streamline the
sic voter information neces-
sary for developing an accurate
or near accurate or an accept-
able electoral roll and c-
ing and disseminating voter
identity cards?
In the past.
making voters list
alwa an election

lndt:’.:e and its | num-
vl plete The Nt
to com s
:lthmi;:the short deadline. This
as hampered process o
making an accurate voters’ list.
For the future, the EC should
not relate the tion of the
electoral rolls with any election
rather it should have its own
work and time schedule to
the rolls.

In many democracies in Asia
the electoral rolls have been
computerized and entered in
the . There are definite

attempts at
have almost

definite advantages of doing

advantages of doing this : For
instance, updating becomes
easier and less costly — all one
had to do is to exclude the dead
and include the new voters at-
taining the voting age. Then it
does not require to prepare a
new voters' list every five or ten
years. Therefore, it is imperative
to computerize the electoral
rolls.

The last initiative at comput-
erization of the electoral roll
was, to say the least, an unreal-
istic and raw deal for the EC.
While the EC owned several
copies of the voters’ list the
database belonged to the ven-
dors and not to the EC. There-
fore, there was no opportunity
for the EC to continuously up-
date the current voters' list.

EC will have to purchase the
database from the vendors
again. In the circumstances it
may need closer examination on
the question whether the voters'
list and the identity cards pre-
pared so far and under process
will serve as a %ood starting
point or the entire exercise
should afresh. While de-
ciding on the isase lthwilll be
pertinent to consider the

number of errors and nmissiag:
in the voters' list and the voter's
identity cards distributed so far.

To prepare the electoral rolls
and produce the voter's identity
cards. a cell was created in the
Election Commission headed by
an Additional Secretary of the
Government. The other officers
wmﬁ::'g in the cell have also
been deputed by the Govern-
ment at the request of the
Commission. There is however,
no officer of the Election Com-
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mission in the cell having
knowledge of the mechanism
involved in the preparation of
electoral rolls, method of con-
tacting voters, difficulties inher-
ent in the contact by the regis-
tration stafl and the ways and
means that may provide solu-
tion to any problem associated
with taking of photographs of
the voters and preparation or
distribution of identity cards
among the voters,

Generally, the EC ought to
have its own permanent per-
sonnel who would specialize in
election related jobs and remain
to serve the EC while top
executives (Secretary,
Additional Secretary, etc.) may
be brought in from the civil
bureaucracy. The EC should
also hire consultants to work
for the voters' list project from
amongst former/retired officers
of the EC who have handled
these issues and problems
before — experience has no
substitute.

An important issue is to ex-
tend the franchise to the expa-
triate Bangladeshis. Many of
them are stered in current
voters list but the facility of
postal ballot is not extended to
them which has deprived them
of their right to vote. Expatriate
Bangladeshis for all their con-
tributions and inherent, in-
alienable right ought to be reg-
istered as voters and allowed to
cast their votes. Relevant laws
need to be amended for the
purpose. Recently, the Filipinos
are in the process of exten

their overseas citizens the righ -

to vote in national elections.
The process of public con-

e

Leader of the Opposition Khaleda Zia yesterday visited

S R

the Biswa Ijtema site hit by a tornado recently.

— Star photo

Khaleda visits |
Biswa Ijtema

ground at Tongi
BNP Ch son Khaleda
Zia ay visited the Biswa
Ijtema at Tongi where
at least 19 le were killed
and a others injured
in a tornado, UNB.
On her arrival at the [jtema

in the afternoon, Begum

was received by “Jimmader”

of Biswa [jtema committee Ab-
Quddus and Haji Abdul Fat-

about
the condition of the injured

devotees and their treatment.

New chief of USIS
information

section takes over
Abul Ahsan Ahmed Ali has

"taken over as (USIS) the Chief

of Information Section of the
US Information Service in
Dhaka, UNB.

He Syed Asaduzza-
man Bachchu who retired in

late May.
Ali frn.l been with

USIS for the last 15 years and
served as the Deputy Chief for

over 12 years.

Before joining USIS in the
late 1970s. Ali worked as an as-
sistant editor in the English
Daily "Mo News". He is a
Commonwealth Press Union
(CPU) Fellow. He also worked in
the Press Information Depart-
ment (PID) as an Assistant In-
formation Officer.

Tanti Dal
meet Friday

A meeting of the central
committee of Jatiyatabadi
Tanti Dal will be held on Friday
at 4 pm at the BNP central of-

3 minor girls
released from

safe custody
By Court Correspondent

Three minor girls got re-
leased from the sale custody of
Dhaka Central Jail and re-
united with their families Tue-
sday at the initiative of the
Ain-O-Salish Kendra (ASK).

A lighly placed source in the
Ministry of Home Affairs said
Tuesday that a total of about
50 females were in the sale cus-
tody of the Central Jail for sev-
eral months. Some of them
were kept there even for years
together, he added.

Metropolitan Magistrate,
Shawkat Nabi ordered release
of the three girls on three peti-
tions moved on behalf of the

uardians of Hashi Khushi, B,
atema, 12, and Rina, 12.
Hashi, a maid fled her em-
r's house in June last fear-
ing torture. She was arrested by
Ramna police and forwarded to
court.
Ordering safe custody for the
girl, the court also asked police
to trace her guardian.

Hashi. who hails from
Gazipur, was in safe custody for
about four months, as police on
eported that
not be

several occasions r
her guardians could

ASK traced Hasdhi's
uardians when it came to
ow about the incident. They
met Hashi at !‘. tentral Jail
and filed a petuu™: i court for
her custody on beliall of her fa-
ther. On her release Tuesday
Hashi was handed over to her
father Khurshed Alam.

Similar was the case with
Rina who hails from Sirajganj.
Her father was also traced by
ASK and on her release from
the safe custody, she was
handed over to him.

The case of Fatema, who
hails from Narsingdi. was how-
ever. different. She lost her way
to ia and was arrested by
Matijheel police in July last
and the court placed her in safe
custody. At the initiative of
ASK. she got released and was
handed over to her sister.

The petitions from the ASK
on behalf of the girls were
moved by advocates [la Chanda,
M Asaduzzaman and Abu
Obaidur Rahman.

—New BSS
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this : For instance, updating

Metropolitan

sultation is one exercise that
can be undertaken by the EC
about the ways and means of
preparing an accurate and ac-
ble voters’ list. Public con-
sultation through
and solici
opinion will make el
involved in the . Political
arties, civic or izations,
GOs and fessional gmuﬂa
can be involved in such public
consultations. This exercise will
also lessen the responsibility of
failures and uacies from
the shoulders of the authorities
while reducing such bili-
ties because ol broad involve-
ment of the public.
In addition to public consul-

“mnl;l:é
IJﬂl'lfamtl

t?}iunl. the tion
oflers an excellent opportunity
to involve the in the elec-

toral process as volunteers
with specific responsibilities.
These responsibilities may in-
clude initiating voter education
cam en the pop-
ulation to register as voters,
monitoring the conduct of the

government officials and politi- -

cal parties, and implementing a
system to process complaints
regarding preparation of the

voters' list.

The probable problems may
include : .

a) procedures (hat cause
reasonable difficulty for certain
sectors to register or obtain
identification card n for
voting, including : limiting
hours or days for registration;
placing ation sites at in-
convenient locations; or
subjecting registrants to
unfairly burdensome
procedures such as presenting
multiple identifica-
tiunn!dncumentawhotugrapha.

multiple visits to regis-

| tration sites 2

b) conduct of

stration officials, commmitted
either intentionally or acciden-
tally, including : intimidating
registrants; rejecting or deleting
eligible voters; accep ineli-
gible registrants; fraudulently
al or roperly maintain-
ing the list; failing to distribute
voter identity . ete.;

c) inaccurate lists, such as
lists that include the names of
individuals who have died or
have left the constituency, ficti-
tious individuals, or registrants

who are listed more than once
or are otherwise ineligible: that
fail to include the names of eli-
gible individuals who have
to register; or

record registrants' names

in ways that making it i rac-

tical to locate them on the lists:
and

d) failit;lra mf:n assure trans-
parency stration pro-
cess, as e\ddenc:FI by r:strh::FL'i\rE

lations or recalcitrant offi-

s who nt monitors from
analyzing the process in a

y manner,

There are good reasons to
open the voter registration pro-
cess for public scrutiny by civic

roups and Election Monitoring

rganizations (EMOs). In addi-
tion lo causing probleius on the
election day, inaccurate voters'
list may also adversely affect
other aspects of the election
process. For example, con-
stituency boundaries and seats
assigned to each dis-
trict/division are determined by
census/voter registration in-
formation. The location of

IH;F stations are also deter-
mined by information collected
during voter registration pro-
cess. These factors may influ-
ence the outcome of an election.

Following are some sug-
gested techniques the EC may

. allow EMOs to apply to evaluate

the stration process :

1. Encourage and allow vol-
unteers to monitor the registra-

Che Dwily Star 5

tlon process throughout the
counlry, particularly in areas
where there are high probability
of problems such as Homna
thana and Keraniganij;

2. Verify the accuracy of the
information on the voters' lists
(e.g. by selecting statistically
significant samples of the
names and then determining,

thrnui{h interviews or other re-
search, if the information is
correct);

3. Compare voters' list from
previous elections with the cur-
rent list to identify statistical
anomalies (e.g. extreme changes
in the number of registrants in
a region);

. Review the list, visually or
b{ computer, to determine du-
plicate registrations and the
regéstratiun of ineligible voters;
an

5. Provide civic education
and training to conduct the
aforementioned techniques.

The first, second and fifth
techniques require considerable -
time and personnel, but they
also afford the best opportunity
to detect flaws in the registra-
tion process. The third and
fourth techniques can be ac-
complished at the central or
district headquarters, without
ge c}uylng any personnel to the

eld.’

The writer is Member-Secre-
tary, FEMA

BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

- Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of
~ Twenty-second and Twenty-third

Prosecution Witnesses

of

Ab-

dul A::l:wm T™™ Akbar, de-

fence counsel for Lt Col (LPR)
Muhiuddin:

: Did
o T

A: Yes,

Q: Was the statement read be-
fore you and did sign it?

A: It was read me, but I
didn't sign it. y

Q: Did you meet PW-21

Khaleque?
A: Yes, | met him on Monday

at the verandah of the court.
Q: Where did when
you came to D to make

your statement before the

Q: Does the night programme

re you went back to
the barrack after your duty?
A: Yes.

A: Did you go to the armoury
to deposit your arms before
that?

——
: Was it to take
the ammunition for the arms?

Dry weather likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershower accompanied by

tempor
jshahi. Dh
in the next 12 hours

usty wind is likely
and Sylhet divisions and the

at one or two places over Ra-

region of Comilla

6 pm today, reports UNB.

Met Office says weather may remain mainly dry elsewhere

across the country with
Day tem

throughout

country.

Country's highest temperature 33.4

¥

rature is likely to remain nearly unchanged

Celsius was

recorded at Jessore and Satkhira and the lowest 20.2 degrees at

Srimangal.
The sun sets today at 5:31

pm and rises tomorrow at 5:57 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town emperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Mornin Emm_"n!

Dhaka 21 214 é
Chittagong 326 234 80 3
Rajshahi 320 217 76 77
Khulna 328 228 70 8
Barisal 315 220 75 4
Sylhet 314 216 77 8
Cox's Bazar 320 235 74 0

of directors

The government yesterday
reconstituted the board of direc-
tors of Hmﬂénduh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS]) for a three year
terrn under the BSS ordinance,
reports BSS.

Dr A AM S Arefin Siddiqui,
associate professor of Mass
Communication and Journal-
ism Department of Dhaka Uni-
versity has been made chair-
man of the board.

The directors are: Bazlur
Rahman, executive editor of the
Sangbad, Kazi Shahed Ahmed,
editor of the Ajker Kagoj.
Moazzem Hossain, editor of The
Financial Express, M A Malek,
editor of the Chittagong-based
Daily Azadi, Humi&n Kabir
Balu, editor of the Khulna-ba-
sed daily Janmabhumi, Hami-
duzzaman, chief reporter of the
BSS,

Managing Director and
Chief Editor of BSS, t secre-
tary (press), ministry of infor-
mation and joint secretaries of
the ministries of finance and
the post and telecommunica-
tions will be ex-officio directors

| of the board.

board Chanty concert

for cancer
research held

An ::cilll.::f charity concert
to raise [ s for cancer re-
search was held at the audito-
rium of National Museum

terday evening, reports UNB.
The concert,

purtk:tn:l.ed by
leading of coun-
try, highlighted the incredibie
story of Terry Fox, a Canadian
who had inspired millions
around the d to keep fight-

i { cancer.
Mﬁm Fox Story”, com-
Ipa

g:va:l the DG of Bangladesh
hi ?nll Academy Azad

Rahman, who is also a
renowned artiste, was a high-

light of the

It was fo by the well-
known dance drama, "Nakshi
Kanthar Maatth” by
top artistes Shamim Ara Nipa
and Sohail Rahman together
with the Academy's renowned
performance.

The concert is part of a
month-long drive which will

culminate in the Terry Fox Run
on October 31.

A: I don't know.

: Did carry
- B you from Augiist 14

orders given
night upto August 15 afternoon?
A: Yes.
- You were in front

standing
of nuingnt:ufBangnband-
hu's residence at about 7 to 7:15

am.
A: No.
Q: Did
ders or
day?
A: | carried out the orders.

: Did you fire an while
vnlglngmtheﬂuad- on that
day?
A: No.

out all the

out the or-

to so0 on that

PW-23

Following are the of
PW-23 Risaldar (retd) mul
Halim Mollah by Adv TM Ak-

. Efmﬁrﬂﬂnw place outside |, bar. deten t‘-‘utumel for Lt-Col -
T S e sty i nt A
: Was., e ;
r was situated inside the gust, 19757
cantonment? A: [ can't recall.
A: | can't remember. Q: Records are kept if anyone
QH:MMMMI:M tﬂkﬂmmmnfmh.
sounds of firing? ers.
A: Five to six minutes A: Yes.

Q: Can you say when did
Major Feroz joined your
squadron and how long he re-

3: Ldm't remember. e

: How long were in
service? e

5 -

u w t Major
ﬂnni.l';v became brigadiér‘?

Feroz

From Page 1

f Hl.l:l nganj-based well-
known bu!:n:lll{mn and his
brother were failing to move the

managing director to their ad-
van I

The businessman, who sat
on the Boards of three state-

the past two governments,

gift-giver. Much to his
y, costly ',‘lﬂ:-l sent to the

and other directors have

ainst
to get
written off recently is a stagger-
ing Tk 4.03 crore, according to

an

to one estimate,
he owes about Tk 107 crore to
banking system

mwm‘ his business with
imports of - oil. soda ash

amount of interests

Amir was a Tk 8.71
crore BMRE loan for Padma

t to con-
me minister by
"negative

A: I don't know.

Q: They were in dynur unit
about whom you said that they
were not seen in the unit after

August 15 incident.
: Yes.
PW-22
Fo are the excerpts of
PW-22 Havilder (retd) Ab-

dul Aﬂmy Adv Abdur Razzak
Khan, defence counsel for Lt Col
(retd) Sultan Shahriyar Rashid
Khan:

Q: You once talked to the sol-
diers in front of Bangabandhu's
residence on that day.

A Yes.

Q: Were those the people of
your unit?

A: No, I don't even know
from where they came.

Q: Were they on duty there?

A: I can't say.

it took to come

- % H
'r_du .[E;P h:é;lq .EMJE of

4 A: Three fo four minutes’

: Were frightened at the
sounds of

A: Yes.

g: Did you go on ambush af-
ter hearing the sound of firing?
A: No, we lay down alongside

adrnmmalgw)f.za

Following are the excerpts of
PW-23 Risaldar (retd) Abdul
Halim Mollah by Khan Saifur
Rahman, defence counsel for Lt
Col (dis) Syed Faruqur Rahman:

Q: Every tank has its num-
ber.

Sonali Bank MD removed

Tuesday as he unfolded his
transfer order late afternoon
after a lengthy Board meeting,
likely to be his last as manag-
ing . ‘rector.

As t came out of the Son-
ali Bank building, at least two
members of the d also con-
firmed that it was the work of
the loan defaulters.

Inside the boardroom, the
directors expressed regret at
Khaled's removal. "We feel of-
fended because of two reasons.
first. we were not consulted and
second, he is being asked to
leave only after eight months in
office when we were just begin-
ning to as a good team,"
the directors were quoted to
have said at the meeting.

Said a top civil servant, who
had knowledge of the events
that led to ed’s exit from

the Sonali Bank: "They are the
same gmutﬂewhich has played
foul with system for many
years.”

Khaled was facing similar
problems way back in 1990
when the then President H M
Ershad t to “teach him a
Srakes churi gt bl bt

against him, but
before anether inquiry could
finish its task, Ershad was
gone.

Then a mdl] manager at

acti resi-
mf desh Er':lcgugnmic
Association, he told a seminar
that industrial wth in the
80’s did not match the of
bank loans and that situa-
tion had been better in the 70's.

The lobbyists’ task however
remained unfinished as far as
their were concerned.

The man, who is replacing
Khaled, is no less reputed for
what Khaled is known in the
business circles -- eq wugn
in dealing with those going t
wrong way. Mahbubur man
Khan, a ty governor
" m m‘

of Bangladesh
emoniously removed from of-
fice 14 months and made an
officer on duty at the fi-
nance mi . Four months
later, he was forced into retire-
mn'i:l et mﬂm%
e "
e ;ﬁonw had charged
au ties

him with being involved in

A: Yes.

:Tankga.ragcsmke t un-
der lock and key. E

A: The frontside of a tank
garage remains open.
Q: Guards are there for the

garages.
A: Yes.

Q: What is the location of the
signal gate?

A: About five 1o six hundred
km south from the Tank garage.

Q: Did the tanks go out
through the signal gate on that
night

A: ] can't say.

Q: But, one will have to En
through the signal gate if he
wants to go towards south.

A: There is another gate.

Q: Did you ever take part in
any tank exercise during your
seryice life? -
A: Yes, when 1 was in Pak-

Isth wrid bn Auguse ! 1571995
. morndng. .0

: The CO of the mernt is
under the Army Headquarters.

A: Yes.

Q: A commissioned officer
should be in a tank if it comes
out of the cantonment.

A: It depends on the CO. If he
wishes he can depute a junior
officer (JCO) as well.

Earlier, the state defence
counsels for the abscon ac-
cused cross-examined the
23 — UNRB

Further texts of cross exam-
ination will be published as and
when received.

“irregularities” in the approval
of some non-banking financial
institutions. An an finance
minister then had accused
Khan of acting against the in-
terest of the country.

However, his rating was
much better with the prime
minister. In fact, Khan's emer-

gence as an option changed her
mind.
The Division had

sent the file to the PMO with
proposals to transfer Khaled
mﬁcplan: him with someone
who the Prime minister did not
endorse as Sonali Bank MD.
She agreed when Khan's name

was Eropooed
e finance minister was

learnt to have argued unsuc-
cessfully with the prime minis-
ter against Khan's appointmen
saying it would be embarrass-

ing for him. The prime minis-
tfr::t:E ignored his advice, accord-
ing to PMO sources.

Asked, the finance minister

said Tuesday the government
decision to Fthlmntthehelm

of the Sonali Bank came after a
review of his circumstances.

"We reviewed his position and
then we decided to make use of
his uPcricnm and banking
ability,” he said.

Khaled will probably con-
tinue to head the wcllledmtnk
force, nalﬁ'lud tos ps
to deal with the notorious trade
unions in state-owned banks.
CBA leaders are alleged to have
often been involved even in
loan approval process.

Sonali's CBA and the Bank
Employees Federation had
protested the formation of the
task force, which is supposed to
finish its task soon.

Khaled said he hoped to
submit the report by this
month,

‘Kalidas’ art
show opens

A 12-day solo retrospective
art exhibi of Kalidas Kar-
makar, titled "Leove-L -
Lamentation,” bqan at the

of National Museum in

city yesterday, reports UNB.




