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150 arrested in Punab on eve st ey
Protesters accept Queen's
all off rally

AMRITSAR, India, Oct 14:

regrets, C

n followed up her

Elizabeth 1l made banquet speech with a wvisit
with families of vic- Tuesday to the park where the
tims from one of the worst acts  killing occurred

Dressed in a bright cheek

. a 1919 massacre that peach chiffon dress, m*hm
ﬁind the an mdﬁn- scarf and hat, the 71-year
dence movement, reports AP, British monarch laid a wreath
_ In a statement issued to re- of d and leaves at the
Etun,r:hﬂvunfﬂwmnf foot of obelisk erected in the

379 people killed in Amrit- of the killed. .
sar 78 years ago said the Queens She took off her whi
remarks about the slaughter g.:vmpu and walked barefoot a
“were virtually nothing short of steps on a pathway to the

Inrthewrwww mmtﬁmg past a sign

the rulers in y that said 1, people had died,
At a state banquet Monday., even the official toll is
the described the shoot- 379. She a well where the
ing at the Jallianwala Bagh bodies were discovered of 125
as " " but said pmc whc;l!lum?ed in panic to

t history cannot rewrit- a British bullets.
ten "However much we might those who ed a
sometimes wish otherwise.” statement acce the 's

The unarmed Indians were regrets was Behl, whose
gunned down while attending grandfather, Hari Ram Behl,

was killed at Jallianwala Bagh
on April 13, 1919. The , or

In an

tors, Iraq says it has
its banned weapons and ‘the
Security Council should lift

Iraq adds, "the situation will
become absolutely unaccept-

British general who wanted to en. was named after an

set an example to those defying ritsar resident who created
Britain's au it from a trash dump.

the lies of the On Tuesday, the streets were

victims of the Jallianwala lined with subdued crowds of

massacre called off their demo- Indian, some holding the In-

nstration, scattered protests by dian flag, some holding -the

left-wing groups were broken up  Union Jack.

across Amritsar on Banners with messages of

: welcome and streamers

Police held 150 ers  in the colors of Indian flag
marching toward airport  decorated the streets.

Tuesday, hours before she No serious violence was re-

landed in the city. ported when police hustled the

BRIEFLY

ys tribute to Denver: us

President Bill ton paid tribute on Monday to singer John
Denver, who died in a plane crash, hif'uoarhg music”
touched millions and advanced ng around the

world, Reuter Reports from Caracus.

In a statement issued by the White House as he was visiting
South America, Clinton said he was saddened to hear of Den-
ver's death. "His soaring music evoked the of our land-
me and the simple warmth of human love,” the president

&
Jiang b?ns US tour Oct 26: china
terday formally announced the dates of President Jian

n's visit to the United States as October 26 to November g
Reuter reports from

ing.

Foreign Mimsvlﬂ Edjkuman Shen Guofang said no detailed

schedule was available for the trip, during which Jiang will
hold a summit with US President Bill Clinton.
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Frankfurt book fair
Wednesday for

The 49th Frankfurt book fair opens its

in ‘l"hlt_ has beco a
Frafkfart. ﬁﬁ%ﬁn‘fw

IEE g&inn:# international
2abiill wpm Bcﬂ‘i’ﬂ'fu.fe."ﬁﬂ...

This year, ﬂ”hﬂﬁ'hﬂ:ﬁ th 2
inars and 1 b.wt#&ﬁ-m
number of s at an event the industry holds up as evidence

Mbmmmﬂhoiﬁn(th&mw“tuﬂdﬂnnnnd

compu
L I
RBIZE]B hll 6 mn mdﬂnma!. At least six
ple were killed by a group of rebels attacked a western

}ranmﬂ borﬂfrm mﬁ# Myanmer dissident radio station

reported late ay, says from Bangkok.

About 40 armed A attacked Tamu, te more in

the northeastern | state on r, before mid-

ortes B B fiaseich mesiamnd hare. Pix Sacksciey three i
ina . fmumi -

ﬁfmﬂ and three police officers were killed in an hour-long gun

t the Oslo-based Myanmar language radio said.

Floods leave 3000 homeless in Brazik:

Floods and mud slides caused by more than four days of
torrential downpours have driven close to 3,000 people their
homes in southern Brazil, officials said Monday, AP reports
from Sao Paulo.

In the state of Rio Grande do Sul, Maj Ademir Ferreira of the
civil defense bureau said 2,500 were forced to leave their
homes when several rivers overflowed their banks. Most of
mﬂm.el fleeing the ﬂu:é:ll: w:fnl to the homes of relatives. Only a

sought r at government shelters, Ferreira

said. mﬁmwﬂ: bridges have been washed away,

iﬂ-cnh;ti several rural communities,” Ferreira said from his of-
eint

miles) southeast of Sao Paulo,

Gunmen kill 5 in MIHJM Two
foreigners believed to be Muslim extremists three soldiers

were killed in a suicide attack Tuesday on an army
headquarters in the southern Philippines, a military
spokesman said, AP re from Cotabato.

looking” foreigners

Four men — two Filipinos and twop "Arab-
— entered Camp Sio . the 6th Infantry Division heaqul:[—I

ters, in Datu Udin Sinsuat town in province
shot the lone gate d, said division spokesman Capt Noel
Detoyato. The at s then lobbed grenades while firing their

indiscriminately around the camp, Detoyato T
_ split into two teams with a Filipino and a foreigner in each
group, he said. One team, with guns blazing, attacked the office
of Detoyato, who engaged the attackers in a shootout.

state capital of Porto Alegre, 1,100 kilometres (700

esters into vehicles, but
nited News of India news

agency reported that police beat
protesters with batons at some

Earlier, thousands of po-
licemen patrolled the city's
streets its bus and train sta-
tions to stop the marchers.

The whole ceremony in Jal-
lianwala Bagh, which had
caused a minor storm in India
for the past several months,
took only five minutes and was
witnessed by 70 journalists
frmg t:mnd the world. -

- was accompanied er
husband, Prince Philip, the
énvcrnnr of Punjab, BKN
hhibber am}(']urchmn

Tohra, a high-ranking Sik
P The queen and the Duke

m-
tered their names in the park's
guest book and then were driven
about 500 yards to the Golden
Temple, Sikhism’s holiest
shrine that became famous
across the world when rebels
began u it as the hub of
their operations.

AFP adds from New Delhi:
The media on Monday unani-

; sly-in ted Eliz-
e by e

s call for ter Asian
ds a clear

e b Sadie's bilghtad re:
lationship with neighbouring
Pak;ﬁt:hn.

. e newspapers reported
that the British munarl:ti_u

Japan likely to
support ban on

land mines

TOKYO, Oct 14: Amid mount-
‘ing international pressure,
Japan is closer to a de-
cision to sign a sive
ban on antipersonnel land
mines, a news report said Mon-

day, reports AP.
Pri Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto told ers Tues-

report
day that he has asked the De-
fense Agency to find alterna-
Ktimyndotuﬁthc use of lmm.
ews Agency :

The move is likely to lead to
a ment decision to sup-
port a treaty outlawing land
mines, Kyodo said, citing gov-
ernment sources.

Canada has been spearhead-
ing a worldwide initiative for
an agreement prohibit the
use and export of antipersonnel
land fiiines. -

. gﬂlf':rd{ﬁé-'m ﬁmml
to

countries which are

formally endorse the treaty at a
ceremony in Ottawa, Canada in
December.

- Ramos in Yangon

Philippines to
sign 6 deals
with Myanmar

BANGKOK, Oct 14: Philip-
ine President Fidel Ramos on
ednesday becomes the first

ASEAN head of state to visit
Myanmar after Y 's con-
troversial entry into the south-
cast Asian
year, re

Six bilateral agreements in-

cluding one on drugs control are
due to signed du the two-day
visit, which will £ together
leaders from opposite ends of
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) politi-

cal lﬁ:ctnun.
Philippines president is

to meet with Myanmar Prime
Minister senior general Than
ﬁhw:, who llu the rihHeran of

angon's ruling military junta
whrilcﬁ'n seized power after crush-
tlng%J)rn democracy protests in

Even before Ramos sets foot
in Yangon and become the first
Philippines head of state to
come to Myanmar since the
junta, the State Law and Order
Restoration Council (SLORC),

took ?ow — his trip has pro-
voked controversy. R e

Iraq claims compliance with

~ UN orders, warns

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 14:
threat to break

weapons programme and is im-
apparent ! . .
off cooperation with UN inspec-

posing new restrictions on the
in team.

Friday, US Ambassador
Bill Richardson said he expects
the council to approve a "strong

response” to Irag. One o
nnuncim

would be to

Pl i st el
i intelligence

officers. .

In the letter, Aziz accused
the United States and Britain of
using the United Nations to
seek the overthrow of the Iragi

sanctions. Otherwise,

able,” reports AP.
The claim was made in a

sociated Press a copy government and “to liquidate its
of the letter. national leadership.”

Later this week, the United Aziz accused UN inspectors
States is expected to seek addi- of intentionally r ting in-
tional sanctions against Iraq for s ns and lﬁﬁndﬂp
Wmmm ﬂmxzﬁhtheya.re ully aware”

UN ixectmu who must that the weapons no
uﬂfy-ﬂi. er Iraq has de- longer exist.
bﬁ-wm has fulfilled -
ﬂ:::pmn mass destruc- . o

tions iu(y:posed on it, and the Se-
curity Council should meet its
obligations under the resolu-
tions themselves by

vaded Kuwait, until the inspec- Aziz did not explicitly

tors verify Iraqgi : Iraq would

S B
s in or Richar s .

DIMM Iraq is still pl!tlnctll:lll‘ﬂl:;uﬂllmc*

Mummm tions, which were imposed in

of its banned logical 1990 after Saddam invaded

Kuwait. 5

But he ed: "In case the
imbalance of the situation con-
tinues, i.e, Irag continues its
compliance but the Securit
Council does not meet its obli-

tions under the resolutions,
situation become absolutely
unac he.”
peared to be a threat
to stop cooperating with the in-
spection team.

Last June, the council
threatened to add travel restric-
tions to the list of economic
sanctions imposed on Iraq
seven years ago if the inspec-
tors mtﬁﬁ report Iraqi compli-
ance weapons inspections
by October.

The was issued af-
ter President Bill Clinton and
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
reached an agreement at the
etonomic summit in Denver to
give Iraq until the October re-

tion.
But council sources, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,

say the United States has found I

little enthusiasm amo the

other 14 members to new
sanctions. As t mem-
bers, France, ssia and China

could veto any resolution which
they felt inappropriate

port to demonstrate coopera- I

comments about ‘thé South

Asian Association ﬁrhﬂlmﬂ
ation (SAARC) been

= tinuing strai mdﬂm Dul:inth.

7 St 9, e vl

The Queen, here on a six

state visit, told a uet h

in her honour that SAARC

could play a similar role as the

Euro Union in ending na-

tional conflicts and ushering in

economic prosperity.”
She Sﬁﬂén goals "of
closer regional cooperation and

ecrg;%mlfh init‘::gr? ion, lh?::g
e the key for
]p:l ty in South ‘ﬂ:‘:'oe

"If countries in the region
share a goal, and understand

that worki ther they
gh?e red ﬂ!:g a tl:;.gtcter chance

of a it, then historical
hostilities can be buried for
good,"” she said.

Last week the Queen, ad-
dressing the Pakistan Parlia-
her state visit
there, | New Delhi and Is-
lamabad for their efforts to im-
prove their relations.

The 12-year-old SAARC

ups Bangladesh, Bhutan,
ndia, the Maldives, Nepal.
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

The Hindustan Times, how-
ever, rted that the Queen
"urged India and Pakistan to
bury their historical hostilities
— namely Kashmir — in order to
achieve peace and prosperity.”

International
of royal visit .. .| S

!

global
“| to

The nuclear powered aircraft carrier USS Nimitz steams in
the Persian Gulf on Sunday. Iraq on Monday dismissed the
arrival of the aircraft carrier USS Nimitz in the Gulf as
nothing more than 'noisy American propaganda.’

| Queen brings out India's
love-hate ties with UK

l Calcutta seemed

%nﬂ earlier this |

|

AMRITSAR, India, Oct 14:

Once a . Mahesh Behl prays
at the tsar where his
and some 300 other

ndians were ed down by

colonial troops. He says Queen
Elizabeth II should apologise
when she visits the park, re-
ports AP.

Fifty years after indepen-
dence — and 78 after the mas-
sacre in this northern border
town — a thread of ambivalence
runs through India’'s relation-
ship with its former ruler.
Monday. Indian papers Igalu:—
fully headlined a report — later
officially denied — that the

rime minister had called
ritain a "third rate power",
even as golden streamers were
being strung over Amritsar's
main street in a shimmering

curtain of welcome for the

quecn. L T e L
The queen lﬂ'h_d.iﬂ.m
Delhi Sunday and was to
Tuesday in Amritsar. Among
those eager to welcome her in
this town 425 kilometres (265
miles) northwest of the tal
were the high priests of the
Sikh religion, who will guide
her through their Golden Tem-
ple after visits the massacre
site a few blocks away.
Sikh leader Manjit Singh
articularly
leased the royal visit had
t a stream of f re-
porters to the Golden Temple,
target of a 1984 Indian army

|}.{

raid to drive out Sikh sepa- °

ratists militants. Separatist vi-
olence has since been stamped
out.

"Now the world will see that
the Golden Temp

le is not a den
of terrorist. It is a place of calm:

and meditation,” Calcutta said.. |

The large number of Sikhs
in England may have inspired
the royal visit to Amritsar, seat
of a religion whose 15th-cen-
tury founder set out to meid
Hindu and Muslim beliefs. _

Behl said he was ha to
host the queen in his home-
town. and glad trade. political
and cultural links between
Britain and India are strong.
But memories, from gen-
eration to generation. are also
strong.

Bﬂm"leWt'lﬁ’ﬂoma. ar

a framed, yel
oy o i
writing in red ink the bot-,
tom identifying lawyer Hari
Ram Behl as a “martgr' who
died at Jallianwala Bagh on
April 13, 1919. The bagh. or
arden, was named after an
ritsar resident who created

it from a trash dump.
"We heard the story from our
andmother, who used to tell

hu'hud:andmtknuwira\]g
somet could happen at Jal-
lianwala . but not knowing

it would be this kind of brutal-
ity,” said Behl, a 51-year-pid
businessiman. .
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Akramuf‘r, Bangladesh Ambassador to Thailand, who is

algn concurrently accredited to Cambodia, is being received by
King Norodom Sihanouk at the Siam Rip Palace in Phnom

Penh recently.

Kabila blasts int'l community

over UN investigation

KINSHASA, Congo, Oct 14:
The same nations and interna-
tional bodies demanding inves-
tigations into alleged mas-
sacres in Congo should assume
some of the responsibility for
the killings. the president said
Monday, reports AP.

"All the forces who con-
tributed in all forms — includ-
ing in the name of sending hu-
manitarian assistance — to the
human suffering of our ple,
are responsible... for these

rave violations,” President
urent Kabila told reporters.

Kabila, who often criticises
Western countries for support-
ing the long, brutal rule of the
late Zairian dictator Mobutu
Sese Seko. made the comments
while pressure increases from
the United States and other
Western countries to let a UN
investigation to go forward.

The efforts of the UN team,
which had been in the former
Zaire to investigate allegations
that Kabila's forces had killed
thuulmd; of R;nndnnl Htﬁuu
refugees du e revolt that
overthrew mrmg tu, have been
temporarily suspended while
team leaders are in New York
for consultations.

While Kabila's ernment
has r tedly said it wants the
investigation to go forward, the
group never left Kinshasa be-
cause of differences with the

government over details and
conditions of the in tion.

Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan called in the team hoping
to give the United States time to
persuade Kabila and his allies
in Rwanda and U that the
investigation is in their inter-
esis.
But Kabila said Monday that
the investigation was nothing
but an attempt to shift atten-
tion.

"These posturings can only
be prompted by the desire to
cover up atrocities and human

rights committed in the past, or
other hidden agendas.” he said.
He gave no

Kabila also urged that other
Central African nations be al-
lowed to work with the UN
team.

“All the regional actors must
have a primary and active role,”
Kabila told re s. He didn't
specify which countries he was
referring to, but appeared to be
chtrrmg to Rwanda and

He ltreueddth.:t any mv:&lti- ’

tion it sheul so probe the
IE.Il:l:nll.w:l. of the Mobutu era.

“The hard-won stability will
remain precarious unless and
until all the violations of hu-
man rights... are accounted for
in a comprehensive manner,"
he said.

F

— AP/UNB photo

Tigers fire
mortars at
army base

COLOMBO, Oct 14: Tamil
Tiger rebels fired mortars at
military bases in eastern Sri
Lanka today. wounding at least
14 soldiers and two civilians,
military officials said. reports
Reuter.

The civilians were wounded
when two mortar bombs fell on
the government administrator’s

office in Batticaloa town,
dargaging the building, officials
said.

Seven vehicles parked near
the administrator's office,
which is almost encircled by an
army camp, were also da ed
in the attack, officials said.

Details were sketchy. but
initial rts said the soldiers
were injured when the bombs
fell at a stadium where troops

were staying.
The -rctlﬁs' fited more than

ten bombs, milita ia
said. The others hit the air foree
base and an camp in Bat-
ticaloa about 230 km (143
miles) east of the capital
Colombo.

Bosnian govt
offers reward
for information

on terrorists
SARAJEVO, Oct 14: The
Bosnian federal government is
offering a reward to anyone
who can provide useful infor-
mation on the perpetrators of

| recent attacks on Roman

Catholic institutions. Bosnian
state radio reported Monday,

reports AP,

Alija lze c. the Mus-
lim member ol Bosnia's three-
member presidency, called an

meeting of the Mus-

Ilm-gmt ment and lo-
cal lulhm Sarajevo on
Monday to discuss the security
situation in the capital.

The session was prompted by
a weekend attack against Sara-
jevo’'s Catholic school. A bomb
damaged the building and sev-
eral neighbouring apartments
but caused no casualties.

The blast in the early hours
Saturday was the latest in a
months-long series of bomb-
ings targeting Catholic institu-
tions in Sarajevo. Government
officials interpret the attacks
as an attempt to undermine
Muslim-Croat coexistence in
Bosnia. No perpetrators have
heen found.

officialsc:

‘Arms sale booming

because of uncertain
global security’

LONDON, Oct 14: After a de-
cline in arms sales following
the end of the Cold War, the
weapons trade is starting

because of uncertainty
about intérnational security, a
leading military think tank
said Tuesday, reports AP.

The International Institute
for Strategic Studies said its
analysis shows that the arms
trade ended a seven year decline
in 1995 when sales grew by 13
per cent, and the trend contin-
*lt_.iied last year with an 8 per cent

Et
"Upward movement in the

| international arms trade is

now clear,” the institute said in
The Military Balance 1997-98,
its annual su of the armed
forces and military spending in

| 169 countries.

While defense spending con-
tinues to decline in Europe and
North America, spending has
increased in the Middle East
and east Asia, it said.

The top three arms suppliers
— the United States, Britain and
France — all recorded large in-
creases in defence exports in
1996, the institute said.

Saudi Arabia was the biggest
importer, bu over 9 billion
dirs of military hardware, more
than three times second-place
Egypt, which ased 2.3 bil-
lion dirs of equipment, it
said.

Japan,

Britain, China,

South Korn_n and Kuwait all

Oft the Record

spent more than 1 billion dirs.
And Israel and Turkey were
close behind, buying just under
1 billion dirs worth of arms, it
said.

“Unpredictable tensions” in
the Middle East and east Asia
contributed to the growth in
arms sales, the institute said.

Sustained demand for mod-
ern military equipment in east
Asia, and more recently in
South America, and favorable
oll prices that enabled Gulf
states to filnance large orders of
military hardware placed after
the 1990-91 Gulf War were also
factors, it said.

Worldwide, the institute
sald, the arms trade from
36.9 billion dirs in 1995 to 39.9
billion dirs in 1996.

The arms bazaar in the
Middle East and north Africa
remains the largest in the world
— fueled by setbacks in the

ace process, concerns in the

ulf about Iran's nuclear and
missile programmes, Iraq's
failure to comply with UN
weapons investigators and fe-
rocious attacks by Islamic mili-
tants in Algeria, it said.

In Asia, the institute said vi-
olence had returned to Cambo-
dia but that the US-Japan secu-
rity alliance had been further
strengthened and uneasy

rogress was made to en-
ance security on the Korean
peninsula.

. Long-necked dinosaurs may
have eaten themselves !

WASHINGTON: Filling in part of an 80 million-year histori-
cal gap, fossils found in Utah suggest long-necked dinosaurs
may have eaten themselves into oblivion by helping to destroy
North American forests. That allowed the rise of shorter,
horned dinosaurs that fed on shrubs, reports AP.

Researchers also uncovered fossils su

dinosaur

ated from Asia and evolve

esting that a toothy
in the Americas into

annosaurus rex, the most fearsome meat eater in history,

said Richard L Cifelli. lead author of a study

in the Proceedings

of the National Academy of Sciences to be published Tuesday.

Fossils unearthed in Emery

County, Utah, are the first for

terrestrial animals and plants from a historical gap that began
145 million years ago and continued until just a few millions
before the dinosaurs became extinct 65 million years ago.

years
Cifelli said.

"This gap bhas been like a twilight zone in the age of di-
nosaurs,” said Cifelli. Although it was clear that great changes

occurred during

that gap. little was known because there were

few fossils. "This is the first lighted room in a darkened house,"

he said. .

m
during an unknown period.

‘C.Jacaba,. LT
oFC ottt S e e ot ol

se they help give

4 pictiife of the Wotlt £

"There were very major changes then in the ecosystems of
the Earth,” he said. “"What they have done is to document a por-
tion of that change for the first time and put a date on it."

Cifelli said the Utah di

representing about 80 d

uncovered more than 6,000 fossils
erent types of animals. They were

dated to about 100 million years ago. This is 45 years into the

"twilight zone" gap. he said.
t emer isas

the lo
mon 1

urprising picture, he said.

"The :arli dinosaurs in North America were dominated by
., the sauropods,” said Cifelli. They were so com-

million years ago, he said, "it was like it had rained

over the American West.

He said the huge

appetite of the sauropods had a major effect -

on the continent and its forests of primitive plants.

East Asia losing seat on UNSC

UNGA likely to elect Bahrain,
Brazil, Gabon, Gambia

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 14:
Bahrain, Brazil, Gabon and
Gambia are expected to be
elected by the General Assembly
on Tuesday to two-year terms
on the ul 15-member Se-
curity Council, beginning on
January, 1998, reports Reuter.

They age the uncontested
candidates of their respective
regional groups to fill vacancies
resulting from the departure
from the council at the end of
the year of South Korea, Chile,

and Guinea-Bissau.
filth seat, to be vacated by
Poland, is being contested by
the former Yugoslav republics
of Macedonia and Slovenia.

AP adds: East Asia loses a
seat on the powerful Security
Council under the annual re-
alignment which begins Thurs-
day with the selection of five
new non-permanent members
to serve two-year terms starting
January 1.

South Korea will be among
the five non-permanent mem-
bers leaving the 15-member
council at the end of the year.
Seoul was selected two years ago
ta serve as a representative of .

the joint Asia-Alrica gru:F
is year, the Asia-Alrican
Eruu has selected Bahrain,

ambia and Gabon to fill the
three seats it is allocated.

Battle for world p
control still to be won

BEIJING, Oct 14: The battle
to stabilise global population
growth has not yet been won,

s warned here, saying the
world had still to sort out its
priorities amid conflicting con-
cerns, reports AFP.

Beneath Monday's spe-
cialised presentations at the
23rd International Population
Conference lay a debate on
global priorities, participants
said.

According to Michigan Uni-
versity Professor Jason Finkle,
the 1994 UN Conference on
Population and Development in
Cairo prematurely shifted the
global thrust from cutti -
tility to "reproductive health”.

e latter concept which fo-
cused on issues such as prevent-
ing sexually transmitted dis-
eases and reducing infant mor-
tality was uncontroversial, but
many expertis think it dis-
tracted from still- nt over-

tion concerns, he said.

popula

"It was the right mslg at
the wrong time ... the battle to
stabilise the world population
has not been won,” the profes-

sor said. i
Demogra s predict the
ﬂﬁm ation will hit 10

_the end of the next

century, trom around six bil-
lion now.

Another Western scholar
complained that such global
conferences take a lowest-
common-denominator ap-

proach and lack focus because
of widely conditions in
participants

ands.

"People avoid certain issues
blg&mum are buried in a
mass ol papers on minute l:,u:s-
tions pertinent only to individ-
ual countries.” he said.

Reaching over-arching con-
clusions is not a conference
goal, he said.

At the opening of the four-

event on Sunday, Pre-

mier

Peng defended China's
draconian family-planning
policies.

Policies implemented since
1970 had improved the coun-

try's standards and eco-
2111‘: at 1.22 billion —

from absorbing another 300
million .

“This has not only eased
pressure on China's economic
and social dwelormenl but also
contribute world population
control," LI said.

Beijing lamnched a strict

opulation

one-child-famil licy at the
start of the 1 E’?acgesmte
bid to tame b ning popula-
tion growth. Forced sterilisa-
tion and other practices asso-
ciated with mjoliqr have been
fiercely attacked by overseas re-
ligious groups.

During the conference or-
anised by the Belgian-based
nternational Union for the
Scientific Study of Population.
researchers will also discuss
the predicted strain on welfare
systems posed by increasing life
expectancies.

China faces a particularly

urgent problem, as the one-
child policy is the av-
erage age of its population
rl;ﬁ:ﬂy toward the end of
thC Mﬁ

The elderly ation, now
at 110 million, is expected to hit
130 million by 2000.

The country's medical In-
surance and welfare mecha-
nisms not be able to han-
:!A:l:!'ll:fl I"EI-ICII they are in
have warned. Until economic
reforms were launched in the
carly 1980s, the country's

~communist system guaranteed

all citizens comprehensive wel-
fare.



