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No Stopping Half-way

A public institution in this land rarely lives up
to people's expectations around any of its com-
mitments. Welcomely, Dhaka City Corporation
has . But only so far.

Reports make it evident that the demolition
drive against illegal structures in the capital, a
programme only four days old, is going on in full
swing. It looks like the DCC has taken the theme of

- 'deconstruction’' quite seriously.

Given the habitual streak of non-performance of
the government bodies and the interruptions
caused by the disruptive nature of our politics, it
has been a commendable display of persistence by
the Corporation. We hope it sticks to the same
steely brand of resolve till the job is done fully.

But it has not been an unblemished tale of deliv-
ering goods on the part of the DCC. Its demolishers
reportedly pulled their horns in from some

' ‘targets’ just because the land happened to belong

to some government agencies. For they feared it
might lead to legal disputes. Why should such an
impression prevail in the first place ? An illegal
construction is an illegal construction. It does not
matter whether it is on a tract of land belonging to
Railway, PDB or PWD.

We feel once a programme is undertaken it
should not be allowed to languish half-way due to
any prohibitory notices or things like that. The
DCC authorities would do well to ensure the green
signal on this issue from the concerned govern-
ment departments and agencies so that this fear of
legal wrangle does not loom at all. And it would be
unwise to bide time on it. There is no way the DCC
can allow administrative indecisiveness to leave
an attenuating impact on a useful programme.

So far it has been a fairly brisk and efficient

display of professionalism by the DCC. Credit '|

should also go to the ruling party for playing a vi-

| tal and positive role in ensuring fairness of a pro-

ject that kept from kicking up an all-too-familiar
dispute and controversy. In fact, it has so far been
such an honest-faced piece of professionalism that
all concerned in the future of the city and its
dwellers should imbibe one lesson without any

ado : a good intention practised with steadfast
fairness simply cannot go awry.

Welcome to Wolfensohn

This is World Bank season in Bangladesh.
Dhaka has the privilege of hosting the august pres-
ence of WB President James D Wolfensohn, his wife
Elaine, reputed for her 30 years' service in the field
of education, and Vice President South Asia region
MS Mieko Nishimizu. Rashad Kaldany, the Asian
functionary of the IFC is a member of the contin-
gent. Dhaka is also, very much as part of the same
-process that is headed.far. stag
tium meet for the first time in Bangladesh, an avid

her

The World Bank's Public Expenditure Review
has been laudatory of the shifting of public re-
sources in Bangladesh to social sectors and infras-
tructure development at a rate higher than is per-
ceptible in India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Bangladesh's allocation of resources to this sector
stands at more than 24 per cent compared with In-

| dia's 16 per cent, Pakistan's 14 to 16 per cent, and

Sri Lanka's 12 to 14 per cent.
The allocational shift praiseworthy though it

certainly is, will be of little value, unless there is

public expenditure management of a kind that en-
sures the quality of government expenditure. The
review cited the instances of 'unapproved projects'
upsetting the ADP and absorption of personnel of
the completed ADP projects in to the recurrent
budget. The project approval formalities need sim-
plification, and the time-lag between pledge and
commitment as well as between commitment and
release of funds will have to be bridged.

In its Country Economic Memorandum released
ahead of the donors' consortium scheduled for
November 4-5 in Dhaka, the World Bank has
warned us against "crowding out” of the private sec-
tor by weaknesses in the macro-economic frame-
work as induced by foreign exchange depletion and
increased government borrowing from the bank-
ing system. The dilemma is, ste;i:ping up industrial
production from the record low level would involve
a higher import bill causing a further dip in the
1.7b forex reserve. The IMF balance of payment
support is warranted. We reckon that the master
key to privatisation is held by speedy financial re-
form and containment of trade unionism.

Snuff These Acts Out

Pooja, the great autumnal festival, was this year
celebrated with great eclat. There were, however,
untoward incidents in places this year and this
cannot at all be ignored. Although these did not
mar the overall happy celebration, these must be
gone into seriously so that we can understand and
ab_lﬁill:revent any repetition.

s year it was sheer mastani that struck man-

I daps and villages in Mirzapur, Manikganj, Tan-

gail, Rangpur, Bauphal etc. These were isolated
cases of extortionists demanding money for a no-

molestation promise. It may be that some man-
daps relented and no incident occurred. Some of
those that resisted were attacked. At some places
the attack spread out to surrounding villages. This
is plain terror and communalism is not involved.
One evil less. But why target the mandaps and the
Hindu villages?

Not because they are heathens or infidels — it is
quite glnnd at this point — but as the followers of
any religion other than Islam are, in the percep-
tion of the mastans and other assorted bullies and
criminals, they could be vulnerable and easier
preys to blackmail. From here to slide to a belief
that it is, as such, paying to be communal — is o
a frog's lca%e’lhe mastans must be punished and
disciplined before they can take this jump.

- The district administrations should be good
- enough to snuff the abominable eruptions out but it
would spur them to know that the government
takes these to be a national shame. ile the ac-
tion should be the local administrations’, the re-
sponsibility of ridding our nation of such double-
edged crimes lie with the government.
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a band of
criminals is
organized and
commanded by one whose
wickedness supersedes that of
other members. The only mo-
tive of the gang (s to acquire
riches through plunder. The
gang (s abhorred and abjured by
the socilety and punishable by
laws.

A political party in democ-
racy Is organized by like-
minded citizens interested in
politics, which is led by the per-
son whose integrity, wisdom
and generosity generally excel
those of other party members.

purpose of a polit-

ical is the most tmportant

task in the lncte’]r_.ﬁ — runnlnf

the government. Thus, a politi-

cal party, which is a purely vol-

untary and non-profit social

institution, is approved and
s by the state.

a lpo!mca.[ party be-

haves more like a gang, the dif-

gang

Jferences between them tend to

d”maer the Great, "Plrate

what is your idea in infesting
the sea?”-

The Pirate, "The same as

urs in infesting the earth! But

ause [ do it with a small
crqft, I'm called a pirate; be-
cause you have a mighty navy,
youre an emperor.

These dialogues took g{acm
legend says, between the Mace-
donian King Alexander the
fcnt and a captured pirate. St.

ugustine, honoured as one of
the four Doctors of the Western
Church, quotes these dialogues
in his famous book, The City of

St. Augustine was born at
Thagasate in North Africa in
354 A.D. The son of a an fa-
ther and a Christian mother, he
was brought up as a Christian.
In 375, he became d:ﬂ:ly inter-
ested in phllumihy er read-
ing Cicero’'s book, Hortenslus.
( was a Roman orator and
statesman of first century B.C.
who is widely respected in phi-
losophy.) He was con to
the Manichean religion, but be-
come catholic again and was

EPORT of the alleged
Rturturt of Ashraf and
sexual abuse of Minara,
wife of Ashraf living in a slum
near the Galachipa Thana
headquarters on August 25 last
by one lice officer Abdur
Rahim of the thana as reported
in the media in the recent past
has seared the nation's
conscience as never before.
RcPortu have it that the said
police officer strapped Minara
naked on the ground in public
in broad day light near the
Thana premise and forced the
couple to go through some
y. indecent postures
itherto unknown in a civil so-
ciety y— and all dastardly
acts F ceroff their two
minor daughters and a 15- -
old son! Totally shattered and
depressed their children have
one away from the area. All
ese reports indicate that there
is no dearth of men in the law
enforcement nfgenc}r to play
with the modesty and humility
of women, if only to get some
perverse pleasure.,

Rci:o carried by the media
of alleged violation of one
Rokhsana (15) in one Sagar
launch on her way to Daud-
kandi Thana from sal un-
der police custody. escorted by
one Sub-Ins or of police
named Abdus Sattar. on
September 15 last is one more
disturbing revelation of the
sadistic tendencies and pro-
clivity to sexual abuse on
women undertrial prisoners,

whm&gm to re-
main under custody
and care. In recent times at
least a section of person-
nel seem to be unfazed

the increasing uency and
the variety of custodial vio-
lence, that take place in their
area. Peoplée believe that even
the remotest far from the
disturbances and nuisance of
city life, have of late become
susceptible to sex-violations.
And in most cases, there ap-
pears to be an al of
police personnel being involved
in cases of repression on
women.
te the fact that such re-
ports of sexual abuse and death
of women undertrial prisoners
have been npﬁeaﬂng in the
ﬂﬁ'ldnﬂ ot appear tlf-:t :
quency, n at
high ups in the police adminis-
tration have given a serious
moral of
its junior members who are

supposed to put up a somewhat
l:ll'.'gn reeordp of lgnrine for the
class of the society.

People are afraid to take the
cases of their trauma and suf-
fering to the police even when
th ave fallen victims to rash
and indiscriminate decision
and unjust treatment in the
hands of an influential indi-
vidual or a group. Because fear
of corruption, criminality and
harassment on the other end of

the road to justice has rather

Bridge in politics
Sir, In our domestic politics,
sometimes many negligible is-
sues occupy the limelight. And
now an innocent bridge is the
latest victim of an unscrupu-
lous decision. The precinct of
the 'Jatiya ad Bhaban'
is the oasis of slum-thriving
Dhaka city, This paradise at-
tracts and it is the per-
fect place to get some fresh air.
e floating bridge enhanced
glamour of the Crescent Lake. It
connects south bank of the lake
to north and Chandrima Uod-
l.dlht:n as well tu;l‘m the
president Ziaur Rahman is
situated. It was sheerly a politi-
cal decision. Why the ruination

and of brldcte took
ﬁhwe in mid-night with
ght sécurity measures? Be-

it is a

grave of

Alexander the Great, "Pirate, what is - your idea in inﬁminT the sea?"
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'What Kingdoms are but Great Gan

by Dr. Khandakar Qudrat-I Elahi

== ==

The Pirate, "The same as yours in infesting the earth! But because I do it with a small craft, I'm called a

irate; because have a

baptized in 387. In 391, he was
ordained priest and was chosen
i‘.hte Bishop of Hippo five years
ater.

In 410 A.D., when Rome was
sacked by the Goths (members
of a Germanic tribe that in-
vaded the Roman in the
3rd-5th century A.D), the Pa-

ns attributed this disaster to
abandonment of the ancient

8. They accused that Rome
remained powerful so as
Romans wnrnhlﬁlped Jupiter,

but he withdrew [avours for
the Romans when emperors

turned away from him, and em-
braced Christianity.

This argument called
for an answer that was exactly
what St. Augustine gave in The
City of God. In his own words:
At that time, Rome was over-
whelmed in disaster after its
capture by Goths under their
King Alaric. Those who worship
the multitude of false gods,
whom we usually call ;
tried to lay blame for
ter on the Christian religion
and began to heme the true
God more fiercely and bitter]
than before. This fire me wit
zeal for the house of God and |
began to confute their blas-
phcﬁniu and falsehood.

e very tly argued that
Rome's fall to its 3;lm-w.'rl had a
multiplicity of causes, but ac-
ceptance of Christianity by the
Roman emperors was certainly
not one of them. He held that
the most vital cause of the fall
of Roman Empire was its
wickedness: Rome was an out-
and-out wicked kingdom that
practised little justice; king-
doms without justice are

ga of criminals:

nﬁ:m:m: Justice, and what
are kingdoms but gangs of
criminals on a large scale?
What are criminal gangs but
petty kingdoms? A gang is a
group of men under the com-

mostly traumatized
But when they suffe

become rampant. The whole
endeavour ends up a tor-
tuous . with no support
co to the victims from any

uarters. What is worse is that

i law enforcers seem to have

WGt being bookh bhedisk \ Lhun

‘the

y can twist laws, invent
loopholes and manipulate
tricky factors or points in their
favour. The sad part of these
cases is that when these con-
tinue to be in the court
for years, the victims are taken
to be ty until proved inno-
cent. t actually happened in
the case of Yasmin murder in
Dinajpur and Sheema murder
in Chittagong, both in police

cus . Surpri the judi-
in law enforcement agency

for any wrong even when
that seemed visible.
Worse, as case history in

the Yasmin murder case sug-
gests, these sorts of atrocities
were allegedly trated on

to junk the concept
rights. There is also
an increasing tendency in the
law enforcers now to extort
confessions thmturture
and extra-legal s. They
may even go to the extent of vio-

women prisoners simpl
mbm th al:e helpless, paorp 4
and are at mercy.

The ofpolice personnel are
aware of the gravest allegations
lcvellt i:dﬁ] them by differ-
ent c ts organisations
Rights groupe etc. Most shock:

grou - -
ing, even th;tauI senior police offi-
cers are ly of

the rule of law, they have little
regard for the efficacy of the
courts and National Human
thtai C:l:mmﬂmt on Ehat are in-
creasin ng to project
these GEF!{E tflyrlnuif;h lhg mi!&din
for redress of people's suffer-

8.

Experts and social scientists
point out their (police's) capac-
ity to do damage is incalculable
because of the vital positions
they occ in the law enforce-
ment machinery. And it is at
this point that the administra-
tion at the top has delved
into such degeneration of its vi-
tal forces that are responsible
for curbing lawlessness, terror-

ism drug addiction, drug traf-
ficking and abuse of women and
t:hl.ldre_n. People are now ques-

cause government had appre-
hension to face obstruction
from BNP activists as well as
conscious city-dwellers. Besides
trian bridge — it
vehicles. Notwith-
the bridge is
where

over Khowali
several months

can't carry
sandine,
shifted to esta
the road-bri iy
river disru

ago?

Md Abdur Rahim

Department of Mass Commu-
nication and Journalism
University of Dhaka

Petroleum price-hike

Sir, Mrs Momtaz Jahan of
Fulbari, Sylhet in a letter
Mthm&ﬁmbu' sald: "There
on :
is no doubt that there has been a

seek
a Turtne

Baily-

mand ol a leader, bound by a
compact of association, in
which the plunder is divided ac-
cording to an agreed conven-
tion.

If this villainy wins so many
recruits from the ranks of the
demoralized, that it acquires
territory, establishes a base,
captures cities, and subdues

peoples, it then n?aﬂy arro-
gates the title of kingdom,
which is conferred on it in the
eyes of the world, not by re-
nouncing on, but by the
attainment of impunity.

In St. Auﬂ.u ne's time, the
political system in the known
world was monarchy. In other
words, the sovereign authority
of the state rested with the
hereditary monarchs who ruled
acco to laws established by
religious and social traditions
and superstitions: the non-
members of the royal family
were their subjects. Whatever

laws there were, St. stine
insists, if the monarch not
obey them and perpetuates

atrocities and injustices, then
the difference between a gang
and a vanishes except
that a must work under
law and therefore punishabie if
caught. but the monarch oper-

tes ?hcm: the laws and has no
ear o

being punished.
gone are the days of St.

A"ﬁﬁ. ne; we now live in a
world that is very modern and
much more civilized. The politi-
cal systems responsible for

ng the state affairs have
also perfected significantly,
although not in the same rate
all over the world. And the
dominant political system now
reiﬂ; the world is democracy.

ideas of democracy is
indeed very old; the system
flourished in the ancient e
during the 5th century B.C. But,
the conception of modern
democracy is fairly recent:; it

A re called an e e

originated in the immortal
work of the seventeenth century
Enillah Philosopher John
Locke, Treatises on Govern-
ment.

In the seventeen century
rope. the political speculations
that justified and upheld
monarchism was the divine
theory of government. This
view sanctions the sentiments
of immemorial antiquity; in
almost all civilizations, the
king is a sacred person. Accord-
ing to the theory: God, the Cre-
ator of the universe, had be-
stowed power on certain per-
sons, or their heirs to rule the
earth; they therefore alone con-
stituted the legitimate govern-
ment, rebellion against which
was not only treason, but impi-

ety.

John Locke dismissed this
divine theory and originated
the idea that the civil govern-
ment is the result of a contract
and is an affair purely of this
world, not something estab-
lished by a divine authority.

And the contract was not be-
tween the ruler and the ruled:
the contract was among free
men with equal rights. The fun-
damental aim of the contract
was the protection of freedom
and rights of all men in the so-

Eu-

ciety. Finally, the government
was appointed with the legisla-
tive executive power to im-

plement the contract. But the
real r remained with the
people as they could dismiss the
government If it violated the
contract.
John Locke's philosophy of
le's sovereignty and e-
sentative mment gradually
permeated in the social con-
sciousness of the Western world
and eventually led to the devel-
opment of the current multi-
party political system of
democracy. The idea is simple:
The sovereign authority of the

LAW AND ORDER

by Md Asadullah Khan
" People, these days, seem disillusioned with the police behaviour and mentality. Battered, oppressed and

F_=

tioning if there is anything
grotesquely wrong in their
training inputs, other wise how
this menacing trend of organi-

zational sub-culture takes
0 As a natural corollary
i iphrd Rad s o8 g

The disturbing figures of po-

lice atrocities, excesses and
grotesque violation of human
rights reinforce a suggestion
made by the conscious citizens
that the National Police
Academy should conduct a p%-
chological profile of all its offi-
cers, at least periodically, to lo-
cate and cure the sadistic ten-
dencies. There is an increasing
feeling among the citizenry for
:mmﬁng trained nnel to
undertake the highly sensitive
task of treating negative traits.

The bestiality of the
Galachipa Thana ce Officer
as ed in almost all the
dailies published from Dhaka
dwarfs the carnage, brutality
and savagery cted by the
Serbs on Bosnian Muslims
in the recent past. There are of
course, standard excuses for re-

sorting to extra-l methods
or in den undamental
rights to ps of hard-

ened criminals,  terrorists or

ins ts. But this is not a case
that couple shot at the per-
sonnel on duty or set some

houses ablaze or murdered any
one for any reason whatsoever.
In a situation when none of the
above parameters comes up as a
cause, how one can com

such human rights violation in
a democratic society where ac-
countability comes foremost
for all actions resorted to.

People, these . seem dis-
illusioned with the police be-
haviour and mentality. Bat-
tered, o and mostly
traumatized ple seek the
help of law enforcers for redress
of their sufferings and
grievances. But when they suf-
fer a further beating in the
hands of these people, what
hope remains there for them? A
close scrutiny of the incidence
of death of 20 persons in the
last nine months in police cus-
tody and rape of five helpless
ﬁﬂ. the law enforcers does

revel a disturbing trend
of the increasing immunity of
this long arm of the law.

Fu . it has driven home
the me e to the public that
the law enforcement agency in
the country has acquired pri-
macy without any correspond-

markets and government was
ﬂ with no option but to raise
or Mrs Momtaz's kind in-

formation and to clarify a na-
tionwide mist of am ty | beg
to state that, there has been a
sha decline of prices of
mnru products in the in-
ational markets since Jan-
u this year. The price of
N -Sea crude declined from
sﬂittnalﬂ.ﬁpﬂburrduptnﬁl:-
gust when our t de-
Sidad (0 reles the prices, The
naivity of the writer reminded
me a Goebblesian maxim: "If
you reiterate a lie vi sly for
some time, it becomes a truth.”

mm-ﬁ Dhalka.

ing accountability. Apart from
sticking with the rule of law,
discipline and restraint in the
face of highest provocations,

there is an alarming tendency
to r shod
Lo g apishod s s

state rests with the people who
choose representatives to exer-
cise that authority. The citizens
of the state having interests in
public affairs and political ca-
reers form groups and compete
to win over the people's support.
These groups are called "politi-
cal parties” and the final stage
of competition is called "elec-
tion”, e government is ap-
pointed for a fixed tenure and
after the expiry of the tenure, it
must participate in the election
to get fresh mandate from the
people.
he political parties in
democracy have three very im-
portant attributes. First, they
are supposed to represent and
reflect the wishes of the people
in general. Thus, their actions
and activities are assumed to by
guided by the perceived welfare
of the members of the society.
As John Locke says: The value
of any social p consists in
the happiness or self-satisfac-
tion it produces for its mem-
bers, and especially in the pro-
tection of their inherent right
to own and enj operty. Hu-
man beings are to cooperate
by enlightened self-interest and
a nice calculation of individual
advantage. A community is es-
sentially utilitarian; in itself it
has no value though it protects
values; the motive on which it
rests is universal selfishness;
and It contributes mainly to the
comfort and security of its
members.
Second, all activities and
policies of political parties are
overned.by their constitutions.
e of the important elements
of the constitution is the p
convention. While nature of
party convention differs from
arty to party both within and
ween countries, two ingredi-
ents are common: (i) election of
party leadership and (il) cre-
ation of party platform. The

Disturbing Trend of Increasing Immunity

the help of law enforcers for redress of their sufferings and grievances.
y in the hands of these people, what hope remains there for them?

of power. If thi are allowed
to go like this, that will only
fue ﬂubuc disenchantment and

thy for such a vital force of

ichaos,
icipline

gs of ...

party leaders are elected in the
convention by the representa-
tives of basic party units who
have to seek reelection after ev-
ery defined od. This pre-
vents the ruling leaders from
behaving autocratically and at
the same time E’Dﬂdﬂ

tunity for development
leader

Third, the sacred trust is
that politics includes very no-
ble activities and is wholly un-
related to material considera-
tions. Thus, political parties, by
social consciousness, are volun-
tary organizations created to
s€rve a very important social
purpose — run the business of
the government. Accordingly,
the %mera] expectation is t
people choose political careers
for making name and fame, but
not for making money.

In short, the three attributes
of political parties described
above are: (i) political parties

resent and reflect the wishes
of the people, and therefore
their actions and activities are
guided by the welfare
of the people; (ii) are ruled
by party constitutions and
leaders are elected in the pa.rz

peop

new

conventions; and (iii)
choose political careers not for
monetary gains, but for social
recognition.
would we characterise a
itical that does not ex-
ibit ygl{:.; ﬂhﬂua attributes?
What people disapprove the
activities and policies of the
party because they main
cause their sufferings; (ii)
constitution and ty conven
aperrwntm pla? aurtngtﬁmﬂonwm Huq,l" :
the
party; and (iii) the m:y mo-
tives of the party s and
members are to make
instead of serving
If the above are true, then
political party exhibits all
characteristics of a gang. If this
is the case, then democracy as

The author is a Visitor, De-
partment of Economics, Uni-
versity of Guelph, Canada.

When things are so ap-
palli bad, there seems to
a way left: What many people
suggest is to hold a special par-
liamentary session on "la
in the police administration.”
The findings reached throu
such debate on the floors of the
Parliament will formulate
measures to rein in the bad
in the police service. There
to be a change of the situation.
The question that looms in pub-
lic mind is: Are the men
charged with the responsibili-
ties of placating the ills of the
society, themselves accountable

apa
,the naT bwgd m”md \iuglh
SOr t is-
i ty. - ns tE:."{;:.”rﬁ o

"Lest We Forget" ™

Justice Muhammad Ibrahim

ORN in 1898 at Bishnupur

village of Sadarpur thana

in aridpur district,
Justice Muhammad Ibrahim
breathed his last at Dhaka in
1966.

He lost his mother in his
boyhood. His father took spe-
cial care in imparting appro-
priate education to his gifted
son — who showed signs of ex-
Itrlpnrdjnarjr. talent early in his
ite.

After initial education at his
village school and Baishroshi
:—ljgh sh School, he was

mit to the Barisal Zilla
School. He the Matricu-
lation examination in first di-
vision with distinction marks
in Mathematics, English and

History. He then passed his [ Sc.
examination from Dhaka Col-

lege and graduated with Hon-
ours in literature.
by the ideals of Ma-

"hatma Gandhi, Moulana
Muhammad Ali and Shwkat
All, he was attracted to nmc‘m
litical activities. His a-
tion with politics firmed up his
faith in unified action by all
sections of our ple against
foreign rule. During that
he came in close contact with a
distinguished educationist and
lawyer, Dr Naresh Chandra
Sengupta (1892-1961), who was
Vice Principal of Dhaka Law
College and later became Pro-
fessor of Law at the Dhaka Uni-
versity. Dr Sengupta was im-
ressed by young Ibrahim's na-
ve talent, his freedom of
thought and his urge to serve
his people. With Dr%engupla'l
encouragement and dance
Ibrahim seriously studied Law.
He joined the legal profession
and practised initially at
Faridpur and then moved on to
Dhaka. |

While practising law at
Dhaka he also started teaching
law, as a part time teacher, in
the Dhaka University. He was
ag inted Public Prosecutor in
1939, In 1943 he was made Ad-
ditional District and Sessions
Judge and was posted at Barisal.
He was then promoted as a Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge of Jes-
sore. He was District Judge in
Barisal at the time of partition
in 1947. In 1950, he was ele-
vated to the position of a Judge
of the Dhaka High Court. After
reti from Judiciary. he was
Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Dhaka from November
1 to October 1958,

Following the promulgation
of martial law in Pakistan in
October 1958, President Ayub
Khan promised a new constitu-
tion to his le. Invited by the
President, Justice [brahim
agreed to be the Law Minister of
Pakistan in the hope of con-
tributing something concrete u}
the sta mtg and prosperity o
his people. But the trend of po-
litical activities in Pakistan
soon disappointed him. Serious

_difference developed between

by Aziz-Ul-Haq
him and the administration
dominated by the armr the bu-
reaucracy and selli-seeking
politicians.

He was uncompromi in
his opinion on essential
changes in Pakistan's constitu-
tional and administrative
structure in the interest of
democracy, rule of law, good
governance and stability of the
state torn a by a thousand
miles of fore territory and
with d seated differences in
language, culture and condi-
tions of life. He emphasized the
point that the majority of peo-
ple lived in East Pakistan in se-
rious and afflicted by
rni:ibi!:d discrilﬁgﬁunnu. and

S on po autonomy,
adequate participation in gov-
ernance and fair allocation of
resources for development of
Edaiu Pa.kist;n. }ti; exercised his

m and authority in
Fracucal shape to lge m
amily Law (mmance of 1961
which came as a t boon to

the women population in our
tradition-bo

society.

President Ayub Khan intro-
duced the system of "Basic
Democracy” which took away
the right of people to directly
elect parliamentarians. This
was unacceptable to Justice
Ibrahim. He played an active
role in creation of a combined
opposition to stall further dete-
rioration towards anarchy. He
came back to Dhaka and did not
return to the capital of Pak-
istan until he died on 13 Octo-
ber, 1966.

During the short of
his Vice-Chancellorship of
Dhaka University he was very
particular about facilities for
students’' residence, access to
text books and co-curricular
activities. He permitted the
British Council to set up a well-
stocked library in the Univer-
sity campus. | first came in
close contact with Justice
Ibrahim as an enthusiast of the
Dhaka University Old Boys' As-
sociation, the fore-runner of
the present Dhaka University
Alumni Association. The first
drafts of the Association's con-
stitution were done mostly in
the early fifties at his Bakshi-

Bazar residence. The Grand As-
sembly of the Association was
one of his concepts. He was
President of the Association for
several terms. When he was
Minister of Law in Pakistan we
or sed an alumni
at ‘?::E:e which now is a
of the her-Student Cen
Just}cc{ lllhl'ﬂhiﬂl was Fhlh'v
man o e Provipcia
Scouts Antodnﬁon f;:'tr nevé.r'“
. He was ﬁ invaluable I::‘.Il}.
spiration to younger -
13 es. | had the
:lg with him as the
the Provincial Council
of Scouts. At that time we
were visited by John Thurman
of Commonwealth Boy Scouts
Association who was
for Justice Ibrahim's in-

2

£
2,

in youth affairs.

When he was Vice-Chancel-
lor, the Rotary Club of Dhaka
mntedhhnmlddrmﬂmhﬁl]:
an t occasion.
other , he told us that “ju-
venile in soci-
:risﬂm of in-

equacies and indifference in

to visit us once in a while.
one occasion, he told my ted-
dier son that he comes to see his
friend rather than his

ts. This made and instant
mpression on the child and

failed to vi
then narrated wha

had. He said, in
had a dr:ammwl'm
asked

a revered
1 elder
would like to be rewarded most
in this life or hereafter. His an-
swer, he said, was, herein.
lived a full life of success and
eminence.

He was not tn||o good
health during his Iylli'.n&l o
used to occasionally visit him
at his Purana Paltan residence.
During our talks he often used
to ask how we were
ourselves to have a tic
society where human values of
co-existence, cooperation and
muéli.ul rﬂpecdpltu would be the
guiding prin . |

Like a good scout, Mr
I[brahim was a man of integrity
— clean in . words and
deeds. He, . Was a man of
few words l:.lt %ﬁcﬂu in
presenti is in a nut-
shell. th‘ﬂl soft- and
an endearing elder. listen to
him was to without being
unnerved. Those who were
known to him closely still miss
him. May his departed soul rest
in eternal peace.

The Writer is Past Governor,
rotary International, District
3280, Bangladesh.
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